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MHC TOWN RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1 9 8 3  COMMUNITY: BOYLSTON 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The h i l l y ,  r o u g h ,  uneven  s u r f a c e  o f  B o l y s t o n  descends  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
and n o r t h w e s t  f r o m  a  h e i g h t  o f  o v e r  7 0 0  f e e t  above  sea l e v e l  n e a r  
t h e  S h r e w s b u r y  b o r d e r  t o  j u s t  u n d e r  400 f e e t  a t  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  
W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  p a r t i o n  o f  t own .  Once t h e  
f e r t i l e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  S o u t h  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  Nashua R i v e r ,  c o n t a i n i n g  
some o f  t h e  m o s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  l a n d  i n  t h e  t o w n  a s  
w e l l  as  t h e  m a j o r  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s ,  i t  was f l o o d e d  i n  1905  t o  
p r o v i d e  a  s o u r c e  o f  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  f o r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  B o s t o n .  The 
a r e a  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  R e s e r v o i r ,  m e a s u r i n g  2761 a c r e s  i n  B o y l s t o n ,  
c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  f o r m  o f  g l a c i a l  L a k e  Nashua, a  l a r g e  l a k e  
f o r m e d  a t  t h e  base  o f  t h e  l a s t  r e t r e a t i n g  i c e  s h e e t .  Outwash 
f r o m  t h i s  l a k e  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  b e l t  o f  sandy  l o a m  and g r a v e l  
s o i l s  a l o n g  t h e  Muddy B r o o k  v a l l e y  and s o u t h  t o w a r d s  L a k e  
Q u i n s i g a m o n d .  S c a t t e r e d  beds  o f  c l a y  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h i s  o u t w a s h  
p l a i n ,  one o f  w h i c h  was s e t  a s i d e  b y  t h e  e a r l y  p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  1728  

I f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  b r i c k s  and  p o t t e r y .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  
towns  f o u r  n a t u r a l  ponds  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  p l a i n ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  i s o l a t e d  i c e  b l o c k s  l e f t  b e h i n d  b y  t h e  r e t r e a t i n g  i c e  
s h e e t .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d  i n  B o y l s t o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  h i l l s  and 
v a l l e y s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  e x t r e m e l y  s t o n y  and  u n c u l t u r a b l e  t o  
m o d e r a t e l y  s t o n y  and w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  d a i r y i n g ,  p a s t u r a g e ,  and 
o r c h a r d s .  

The s e v e r a l  s t r e a m s  o f  B o y l s t o n ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  f e w  w a t e r  power  
s i t e s ,  f l o w  i n t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n s  whose p o i n t s  o f  
d i v e r g e n c e  a r e  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h i g h l a n d s  o f  B o y l s t o n :  t h e  Nashua 
R i v e r  b a s i s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  A s s a b e t  R i v e r  b a s i n  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and  
t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r  B a s i n  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Second p r e c i n c t  o f  S h r e w s b u r y  f r o m  1742.  I n c o r p o r a t e d  as  a  town ,  
f r o m  p a r t  o f  S h r e w s b u r y  1786 .  P a r t  i n c l u d e d  Jn  t h e  new t o w n  o f  
West B o y l s t o n ,  1808.  P a r t s  annexed t o  West B o y l s t o n  1820.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A s u b u r b a n ,  c e n t r a l  u p l a n d  commun i t y ,  on t h e  Nashua R i v e r  C o r r i d o r  
w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e s  a t  R o c k y  Pond, and p o s s i b l y  a t  S p r u c e ,  P o u t  and 
S e w a l l  Ponds.  E a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  s e t t l e m e n t  ( 1  7 0 5 )  n e a r  S a w y e r ' s  
M i l l s  on t h e  Nashua R i v e r  i n t e r v a l e ,  w i t h  p e r m a n e n t  o c c u p a t i o n  
a f t e r  1 7 1 8  M e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  ( S e c o n d  P a r i s h ,  S h r e w s b u r y )  
e s t a b l i s h e d  1742.  A g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p a n s i o n  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  e x t r e m e l y  
r o c k y  u p l a n d s  i n  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  town.  L a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
a g r i c u l t u r e  d o m i n a t e d  b y  d a i r y i n g  and o r c h a r d i n g .  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
a t  S a w y e r ' s  M i l  1  s  a t t r a c t s  some f o r e i g n  p o p u l a t i o n .  R a i l  r o a d  
c o n n e c t i o n  t h r o u g h  Nashua Va l  l e y  comes v e r y  l a t e  ( 1  8 9 0 s ) .  M a j o r  
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  and  l a n d s c a p e  a l t e r a t i o n  by c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  



W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r  ( 1  9 0 5 )  Best a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  f l o o d e d  o r  
c o n v e r t e d  t o  w a t e r s h e d  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p a c i t y  
d e s t r o y e d .  E a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  
i n  s o u t h w e s t  (Morn i  n g d a l e ) .  A r e a  a t  p e r i p h e r y  o f  c u r r e n t  r e g i o n a l  
i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o r e ,  b u t  g o o d  1 - 2 9 0  c o n n e c t i o n  i s  
s t i m u l a t i n g  f u r t h e r  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  r e m a i n i n g  
up1 and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s .  F u r t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  c o n c e n t r a t e  a l o n g  R o u t e  1 4 0  c o r r i d o r .  

IV. CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r i l y  e a s t - w e s t  p a t h s :  L i n d e n  and  S t i l e s ,  n o r t h  and  s o u t h  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  j o i n i n g  a s  C e n t r a l  - S e a r  H i l l ,  w h i c h  f o r d s  f o r m e r  
N a s h u a ,  now f l o o d e d  by W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i  r. G r e e n  S t r e e t ,  h e r e  
and  i n  N o r t h b o r o u g h  t o  t he  e a s t ,  p r o b a b l y  p a t h  t o  Rocky Pond camps .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

One p r o b a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i t e  n o r t h  o f  Rocky P o n d ,  b a s e d  on 
f r e q u e n t  e a r l y  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  I n d i a n  c o r n f i e l d .  Others p r o b a b l y  
l o c a t e d  a l o n g  Nashua  R i v e r ,  c u r r e n t l y  f l o o d e d ,  t e r r a c e s ,  and  
Diamond H i l l ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w h e r e  f i n d s  h a v e  b e e n  made .  

C .  Economic  B a s e :  

S e a s o n a l  f i s h i n g ,  g a t h e r i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

D .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  on Mip-Muck b u t  r e g i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  
s u g g e s t  l o w  d e n s i t y ,  s e a s o n a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  w i t h  more  p e r m a n e n t  
s e t t l e m e n t s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  and  west. 

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1 6 2 0 - 1  6 7 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Same a s  d u r i n g  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

P o p u l a t i o n :  

N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  d i m i n i s h e d  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r a y i n g  t o w n s .  
P e r s i s t e n t  r a i d s  on n e a r b y  L a n c a s t e r  c u r t a i l e d  c o l o n i a l  se t t l ement  
t o  t h e  s o u t h  and  west. G r a n t s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  t h e  G e n e r a l  
C o u r t  t o  l a n d  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y :  D a v e n p o r t  ( 1 6 5 5 1 ,  Rocky Pond 
( 1 6 8 4 1 ,  Malden  ( 1 6 6 2 ) .  Rawson ( 1 6 8 6 1 ,  and  S e w a l l  ( ) .  No 
s e t t l e m e n t  on them d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C o n t i n u e d  s e a s o n a l  u s e  b y  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  no e v i d e n c e  o f  
c o l o n i a l  o c c u p a t i o n .  

D.  Economic  Base:  

Same as  d u r i n g  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1  7 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

L o c a t i o n  o f  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  and f i r s t  d i v i s i o n  l o t s  i n d i c a t e s  
c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  n a t i v e  p a t h s ,  e l a b o r a t e d  t o  r e a c h  d i s p e r s e d  
fa rms .  N o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e s  i n c l u d e  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  S c h o o l  S t r e e t ,  
S e w a l l  S t r e e t ,  a n d  C r o s s  S t r e e t .  E a s t - w e s t  i n c l u d e  m i n o r  r o a d s :  
Temple  b e t w e e n  S c h o o l  and  C r o s s ,  Rocky  Pond-War ren  S t r e e t s  t o  
S t i l e s  Road. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Few f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  ( 1  7 8 6 ) ;  ( a t  c h u r c h  
g a t h e r i n g  ( 1 7 4 3 )  1 9  m a l e s ,  1 6  f e m a l e s )  b u t  1 7 8 0  f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  
p r o b a b l e  50% o f  S h r e w s b u r y  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e r e  b y  3 r d  q u a r t e r  o f  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  a b o u t  7 0 0  i n  1 7 6 5  ( i n c l u d i n g  much o f  West B o y l s t o n ) .  
P a r e n t  t o w n  was S h r e w s b u r y ,  m i g r a n t s  f r o m  S u d b u r y  and M a r l b o r o u g h .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

I n d i v i d u a l  g r a n t s  i n c l u d e d  i n  f o r m a t i o n  o f  S h r e w s b u r y  t o w n s h i p .  
w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  5 0 - 7 0  a c r e  h o u s e l o t s  o f  t h a t  t o w n ' s  i n i t i a l  
d i v i s i o n  ( 1 7 1 7 ) ;  s u f f i c i e n t  s e t t l e r s  ( 1 7 4 3 )  f o r  f o r m a t i o n  as  a  
d i s t i n c t  p r e c i n c t .  L o c a t i o n  o f  m e e t i n g  house  a t  g e o g r a p h i c  c e n t e r  
o f  p r e c i n c t  ( 1 7 4 4 ) ,  as w e l l  as  a l l  o t h e r  ~ u n i c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
i n c l u d i n g  b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  ( 1 7 4 3 ) ,  noon house,  pound,  p a r s o n a g e ,  a s  
w e l l  as  a  t a v e r n  ( . S c h o o l  p r o b a b l y  a l r e a d y  l o c a t e d  n e a r b y  and 
may have  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  c h o i c e .  Two g a r r i s o n  houses  o n  L i n d e n  
C e n t r a l  S t r e e t s .  

D. Economic  Base:  

P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e n g t h  i n  c a t t l e  and 
g r a i n s ;  o r c h a r d  p r o d u c t s  t r a d e  o u t  t o  town,  i n c l u d i n g  h i c k o r y ,  
a p p l e  and s t o n e  f r u i t .  C l a y  r e s o u r c e s .  M i l l s  l o c a t e d  on  F r e n c h  
and S e w a l l  B r o o k s  b y  m i d - c e n t u r y ;  f i r s t  o n  Nashua R i v e r  ( 1 7 2 0 )  a t  
S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s ,  now f l o o d e d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  F i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s  
( n o r t h - w e s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t o w n  ( 1 7 0 5 / 0 6 ) .  E a r l i e s t  r e c o r d e d  house  
d a t e d  1729.  G e n e r a l l y ,  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  seem t o  have  been 
e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  t w o - s t o r y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  and t w o - s t o r y  
d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  p l a n s ,  b o t h  b e i n g  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  f i v e  b a y s  w i d e .  O f  
n o t e  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  f i v e - b a y  h i p  o r  h i p  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  h o u s e  
r e c o r d e d  as 1757.  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Three g a r r i s o n  houses r eco rded  ca .  1720. Three 
school  squadrons  formed i n  1733;  c e n t e r  schoolhouse  by 1742. 
F i r s t  meet ing house (1743)  w i t h  noonhouse of approx ima te ly  same 
d a t e .  Hearse house e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of c e n t u r y .  
Powder house on common, 1772.  

Commercial: Four t a v e r n s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  p e r i o d :  Bush Tavern 
(1734)  i n  c e n t e r ;  Jona than  Keyes Tavern 1733/34,  burned ( ?1777 ;  
Ezra Beaman Tavern ( p a r t  of West Boylston a f t e r  1 8 0 8 ) ,  opened 
1746, a  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  double  chimney h ip  on h i p  which may 
have s u r v i v e d  well i n t o  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Town's i n d u s t r y  l o c a t e d  a t  Sawyer ' s  Mill  i n  no r thwes t  
s e c t i o n  from mid 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  u n t i l  Nashua R ive r  dammed f o r  
Wachusett  R e s e r v o i r  i n  1899-1 900. By 1700,  s a w / g r i s t  mil 1 ,  
c l o t h i e r s '  m i l l ,  f u l l i n g  mi11 and n e a t s - f o o t  o i l  m i l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n  
a t  Sawyer '  M i l l s .  O the rwise ,  town p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ( f r u i t  
t r e e s :  a p p l e s )  wi th  s c a t t e r e d  m i l l s .  

VII.  F E D E R A L  PERIOD 

A .  T r a n s ~ C I r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Co lon ia l  pe r iod  roads  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e ,  and a  s e t  of main highways 
r a d i a t e  from t h e  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  Worces ter  (Main 
S t r e e t ) ,  P rov idence  (School S t r e e t  and Cross  S t r e e t )  and Boston 
( S t i l e s  Road),  a s  well  a s  West Boyls ton  ( S c a r  H i l l  Road) ,  
L a n c a s t e r  (Main S t r e e t ) ,  and B e r l i n  (Linden S t r e e t ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  r i s e s  from 1790 ( 8 3 9 )  t o  1800 ( 1 0 5 8 ) ,  t hen  d rops  w i t h  
t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of West Boylston i n  1808. I t  t hen  r i s e s  from 1810 
( 8 0 0 )  t o  1820 ( 9 0 2 ) ,  b u t  t hen  d rops  a g a i n  by 1830 ( 8 2 0 ) .  Tory 
m i n i s t e r  d i smissed  i n  1775 f o r  r o y a l i s t  p o l i t i c a l  sympath ies .  
Apparent ly  some l o c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  S h a y ' s  Rebel1 i o n .  Major 
c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  meet ing house l o c a t i o n  from 1791 s p l i t s  
c o n g r e g a t i o n .  Second meet ing house b u i l t  and second p a r i s h  formed 
1796. Typhus epidemic c a u s e s  12-20 d e a t h s ,  1813. B a p t i s t  church 
b u i l t  1815 i n  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of town. U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y  formed 
i n  1827. U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  formed 1828,  soon merges w i t h  
U n i t a r i a n s .  S o c i a l  l i b r a r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  1792. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Some c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  meet ing house c e n t e r .  
Second meet ing house c o n s t r u c t e d ,  no r th  of f i r s t  house 1796. 
Brick p u b l i c  house c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1818,  and small  c l u s t e r  of 
d w e l l i n g s  deve lops  around c r o s s r o a d s  a r e a ,  b u t  by 1825 t h e r e  i s  a  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  n u c l e a t i o n  a t  Sawyer ' s  M i l l s  f o r  t h e  town 's  
f i r s t  p o s t  o f f i c e  t o  be l o c a t e d  t h e r e .  B a p t i s t  Church l o c a t e s  i n  
Straw Hollow ( R e s e r v o i r  and S t i l e s  S t r e e t s )  i n  s o u t h e a s t .  
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Some d i s p e r s i o n  of s e t t l e m e n t  i n t o  uplands  i n  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of 
town, b u t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  a1 ong 
Nashua River  Val l e y ,  sou thwes t  p l a i n ,  and nor thwest  h i l l  s ,  a n d  
Muddy Brook meadows. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Like many of i t s  ne ighbor ing  towns,  B o y l s t o n ' s  pr imary a n d  
economic a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  e a r l y  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  was a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b e e f ,  pork ,  b u t t e r ,  c h e e s e ,  f r u i t ,  and 
g r a i n  t h e  l e a d i n g  p roduc t s  s o l d .  Orchard growing, well s u i t e d  t o  
t h e  h i l l s  of Boy l s ton ,  expe r i enced  a r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  a n d  spur t  i n  
development ,  so  t h a t  by 1806 t h e r e  were 30 c i d e r  m i l l s  i n  town. 

In 1794 Boylston c o n t a i n e d  f o u r  saw m i l l s ,  two corn  m i l l s ,  a  
f u l l i n g  m i l l ,  and a n  o i l  m i l l .  With t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of West 
Boyls ton  from Boylston i n  1808,  Boylston l o s t  i t s  b e s t  wa te r  power 
s i t e s  a n d  two saw m i l l s ,  a  g r i s t  m i l l  a n d  a f u l l i n g  m i l l .  
Remaining wa te r  powered i n d u s t r y  was l o c a t e d  a t  Sawyer ' s  M i l l s  on 
t h e  Nashua River  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of town, where an o i l  m i l l ,  
saw and g r i s t  m i l l ,  c l o t h i e r s  m i l l ,  f u l l i n g  m i l l ,  c a r d i n g  machine, 
w i re  m i l l ,  t r iphammer,  a n d  b lacksmi th  shop were l o c a t e d  by 1817. 

Tax l i s t s  of t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  l i s t  one o r  two of t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  c r a f t s m e n :  housewr igh t ,  t a n n e r ,  c l o t h i e r ,  b l a c k s m i t h ,  
a s  well  a s  o v e r  100 f a r m e r s .  A n  i n d u s t r y  d a t i n g  from t h e  mid 18 th  
c e n t u r y  was br ickmaking ,  e n l a r g e d  i n  scope  i n  1807 when a 
b r i c k y a r d  was e s t a b l i s h e d  n o r t h  of Green H i l l .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Two-story,  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n s  remain 
p r e v a l e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  but  a r e  matched by t h e  t o t a l  number of 
double chimney, end chimney, and r e a r  wall  chimney p l a n s .  One 
double  chimney b r i c k  house a n d  one end chimney with b r i c k  end 
w a l l s  a r e  r eco rded .  Town exper i enced  drop i n  P o p u l a t i o n  when West 
Boyl s t o n  s e p a r a t e d  i n  1808. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Seven school  d i s t r i c t s  c r e a t e d  w i t h  $300 a l l o c a t e d  
f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of schoo lhouse  ( 1 7 9 0 ) .  Second meet ing house 
e r e c t e d  i n  1792 ( 6 5 '  x 5 3 '  ) fo l lowed s h o r t l y  by c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
second noonhouse (1 7 9 9 ) .  Pos t  o f f i c e  a t  Sawyer ' s  Mil l  s ( 1 8 0 4 ) .  
School d i s t r i c t s  r e a l i g n e d  f o l l o w i n g  withdrawal  of West Boyl s t o n  
i n  1808;  f i v e  d i s t r i c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  and remained v i r t u a l l y  
unchanged u n t i l  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  i n  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y .  U n i t a r i a n  
S o c i e t y  formed i n  1827 fo l lowed by U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  i n  1828;  
t h e  two  merge c a .  1830. Impress ive  two-s to ry  gab le  end s t o n e  town 
h a l l  e r e c t e d  nor th  of common i n  1830 with funds  from a beques t .  
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Commercial: Seve ra l  t a v e r n s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d :  
A b b o t t ' s  Tavern i n  t h e  c e n t e r  (1806-09) ,  Tay lo r  Tavern c l o s e s  i n  
1810;  Keyes Tavern a p p a r e n t l y  r e b u i l t  c a .  1781 f o l l o w i n g  f i r e  of 
1777;  Bush ' s  Tavern c l o s e s  ( 1 7 9 5 ) ;  H a s t i n g ' s  Tavern b u i l t  i n  1818 
i n  c e n t e r ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  b r i c k  d o u b l e - p i l e ,  
c e n t e r - p a s s a g e  p l a n ,  s a i d  t o  be made w i t h  b r i c k s  f i r e d  a t  Howe's 
b r i c k y a r d  ( 1 8 0 7 ) .  Corner  s t o r e  e r e c t e d  1811 which o p e r a t e d  
th roughou t  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n d u s t r i a l :  All major i n d u s t r y  f o r  t h i s  
and subsequen t  p e r i o d s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  Sawyer ' s  M i l l s ;  o t h e r  
s c a t t e r e d  m i l l s  i n c l u d i n g  30 c i d e r  m i l l s  by 1830. Howe's 
b r i c k y a r d  opens (1807)  a t  Route 70 and Cross  S t r e e t .  

V I I I .  E A R L Y  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  road network remains i n  u s e , .  In 1830,  
Cen t ra l  S t r e e t  r e p l a c e s  S t i l e s  Road a s  t h e  main r o u t e  t o  
Northborough. S h o r t  spur1  i n e  of A g r i c u l t u r a l  Rai l  road connec t s  
n o r t h e r n  c o r n e r  of town t o  C l i n t o n  r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n ,  1856. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  f l u c t u a t e s  i r r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  a  s l i g h t  l o s s  ( - 2 0 )  ove r  
t h e  p e r i o d .  Peak i n  1860 ( 9 2 9 ) .  1870 p o p u l a t i o n  800. 
Fore ign-born  p o p u l a t i o n  10% i n  1865. B a p t i s t  church  ( 1 8 3 7 ) ,  
U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y  (1840s )  d isbanded.  Methodis t  s e r v i c e s  he1 d 
1845-50. Second meet ing  house demo1 i s h e d  ( p e r c e i v e d  a s  too  
l a r g e ) ,  and t h i r d  meet ing house b u i l t  1835. Town h a l l  ( s t o n e )  
b u i l t  1830. Local temperance movement 1853. Boy1 s t o n  Lyceum and 
t h r e e  d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t i e s  formed i n  1850s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Cont inuance  of c e n t e r  a s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  focus  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
s t o n e  town h a l l  (18301, t h i r d  meet ing house (1835) .  Second b u r i a l  
ground ( l a t e r  P ine  Grove Cemetery)  l o c a t e d  nor thwes t  of c e n t e r  of 
S c a r  H i l l  Road ( 1 8 3 7 ) .  

Sawyer ' s  M i l l s  c o n t i n u e s  a s  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r .  Straw Hollow 
developed a s  major commercial da i  r y / o r c h a r d  complex. 

D .  Economic Base: 

A g r i c u l t u r e  con t inued  t o  dominate  B o y l s t o n ' s  economy, employing 
t h e  l a r g e s t  number of p e r s o n s  th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d .  Seve ra l  
small  manufac tu r ing  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  an i n c r e a s e  i n  home i n d u s t r y ,  
and one t e x t i l e  m i l l  made t h e i r  appearance .  Boot and shoe making, 
a  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  s i n c e  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  con t inued  a s  such 
u n t i l  m i d  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  a s  many a s  40 people  so  employed d u r i n g  
t h e  1830s and 1840s.  Palm l e a f  h a t  and s t r a w  b r a i d  p roduc t ion  was 
c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of S t raw Hollow i n  t h e  sou the rn  end of 
town d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h i s  pe r iod  b u t  was never  an 
e x t e n s i v e l y  p r a c t i c e d  o c c u p a t i o n .  A high of  3000 h a t s  were made 
i n  1832,  d e c l i n i n g  t o  none by m i d  c e n t u r y .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Boylston



Combmaking exper i enced  a s i m i l a r  t r e n d ;  i n  1832 e i g h t  men were 
invo lved  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  b u t  by 1845 t h i s  c r a f t  had a1 so  
d i s a p p e a r e d .  The Howe b r i c k y a r d  con t inued  t o  1847 b e f o r e  c l o s i n g ;  
i t  would not  open aga in  u n t i l  1885. 

Wood and wood p r o d u c t s  from B o y l s t o n ' s  r i c h  a n d  v a r i e d  f o r e s t s  
became an i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e .  Between 1845 a n d  1865 f o u r  t o  s i x  
hundred thousand board f e e t  of lumber were c u t  a n n u a l l y  by t h r e e  
s a w m i l l s ,  a s  well  a s  n e a r l y  4000 c o r d s  of f i rewood p e r  y e a r .  Also 
a c t i v e  were a  cha rcoa l  maker, s e v e r a l  c o o p e r s ,  cab ine tmakers ,  and 
whee lwr igh t s .  By 1860 a  shoe box  f a c t o r y  was e r e c t e d ,  employing 
f i v e  men a n d  producing  $15,00 worth of boxes a n d  lumber i n  1875. 

The l a r g e s t  manufac tu r ing  e n t e r p r i s e  began d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  was 
t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a c o t t o n  m i l l  a t  Sawyer ' s  M i l l s  p r i o r  t o  1855. 
That  y e a r  50 people  were employed i n  t h e  p roduc t ion  of c o t t o n  yarn  
and gingham c l o t h  w o r t h  $70,000.  By 1865 t h e  va lue  of goods 
produced more than  doubled whi l e  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  workfo rce ,  now 
employed i n  a new b r i c k  m i l l  ( b u i l t  1 8 6 2 ) ,  d id  not change. 

B u t t e r  and c h e e s e ,  which dominated d a i r y  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
y e a r s ,  d e c l i n e d  a s  milk i n c r e a s e d  i n  impor tance  a s  a market  c rop .  
In 1865 o v e r  32,000 g a l l o n s  of milk were s o l d ,  e q u a l l i n g  t h e  va lue  
of b u t t e r  and cheese  combined t h a t  y e a r .  By 1875 t h e  amount of 
milk s o l d  i n c r e a s e d  by a  f a c t o r  of a lmos t  f i v e ,  whi le  b u t t e r  a n d  
cheese  con t inued  t o  d e c l i n e .  Beef ,  pork ,  and veal were a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t  market commodi t i e s ,  t o t a l i n g  o v e r  100,000 1  b s .  i n  1875. 
Apple o r c h a r d s  con t inued  t o  grow, w i t h  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
and d e a l e r s  i n  r e f i n e d  c i d e r  and v i n e g a r  a p p e a r i n g  by 1870. The 
impor tance  of fa rming d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  
l a r g e  ma, ior i ty  of a d v e r t i s e r s  i n  t h e  1870 Beers  A t l a s  who were 
f a r m e r s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  G r e a t e s t  development a p p e a r s  t o  have occur red  dur ing  
t h e  e a r l y  p o r t i o n  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  double chimney 
and s i d e h a l l  p lan  Greek Revival  two-s to ry  d w e l l i n g s  and a  few 
o n e - s t o r y  d w e l l i n g s .  L i t t l e  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  T h i r d  meet ing  house e r e c t e d  (1835)  because  second 
(1792)  deemed too  l a r g e  a n d  " c h e e r l e s s "  ( D u p u i s ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  Pos t  
o f f i c e  opens a t  town c e n t e r  ( 1 8 4 5 ) .  Br ickyard  a t  Route 70 a n d  
Cross  S t r e e t  c l o s e d  ( 1 8 4 5 ) .  In 1850-57 new schoo lhouses  e r e c t e d  
i n  most d i s t r i c t s ;  f i r s t  high school  c l a s s e s  a r e  he ld  i n  1852. 
Spur 1  i n e  of t he  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Railway ( B o s t o n ,  C l i n t o n ,  F i t c h b u r g )  
ex tended i n t o  Roylston from C l i n t o n  i n  1856 ( d i s c o n t i n u e d  by 1886) .  

Commercial : H a s t i n g ' s  Tavern i n  town c e n t e r  c l o s e s  d u r i n g  1840s ;  
no t a v e r n  i n  town as r e s u l t  of temperance l e c t u r e s  of John B .  
Gough. In 1850,  Thomas Cunningham b u i l d s  a dance p a v i l l i o n  a n d  
p i c n i c  r e s o r t  on Nashua R ive r  above Sawyer ' s  M i l l s .  
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I n d u s t r i a l  : S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s  r e m a i n s  c e n t e r  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y ;  
m i l l  changes  o w n e r s h i p  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  and l a t e  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  
o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n e x t  ( 1 8 8 5 ? )  a  one - s t o r y  b r i c k  m i l l  ( 1 0 0 '  x  4 0 ' )  
w i t h  a u x i l i a r y  b u i l d i n g s  i s  e r e c t e d .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1  91 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C e n t r a l  D i v i s i o n ,  B o s t o n  and M a i n e  R a i l r o a d ,  
c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  Nashua R i v e r  Va l  l e y ,  w i t h  S a w y e r ' s  M i l  1  s  
S t a t i o n ,  1890s .  R a i l r o a d  and many r o a d s  d e s t r o y e d  w i t h  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r .  I n  1898,  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  
l i n e  opened a l o n g  l e n g t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  t o  C l i n t o n .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  t o  895 i n  1875  ( + 9 5 )  t h e n  r e g u l a r l y  d e c l i n e s  
t o  729 i n  1895.  A s u r g e  t o  1364,  w i t h  p r e s e n c e  o f  r e s e r v o i r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c r e w s  i n  1900,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  l o w  o f  649 i n  1905 .  
I n c r e a s e s  t o  783 b y  1915.  1 0 1  I r i s h  p r e s e n t  i n  1875,  4 2  i n  1885.  
215 I t a l i a n  l a b o r e r s  i n  1900,  299 i n  1902.  37  Swedes a r e  l a r g e s t  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  g r o u p  i n  1905 .  C a t h o l i c  c h a p e l  b u i l t  a t  S a w y e r ' s  
M i  11  s  i n  1890.  S e c u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  F a r m e r s  & M e c h a n i c s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  (18761 ,  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  ( 1 8 8 2 ) ,  Cha taqua  C l u b  ( 1 8 9 3 ) ,  
and  V i  1 1  age I m p r o v e m e n t  S o c i e t y  ( 1  901 ) . 
C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

M a j o r  e v e n t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  W a c h u s e t t  
R e s e r v o i r  ( c o m p l e t e d  19051,  w i t h  f l o o d i n g  o f  Nashua R i v e r  V a l l e y  
a n d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g  w a t e r s h e d  p i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  302 
p e o p l e  d i s p l a c e d ,  4 6  d w e l l  i n g s  moved o r  d e s t r o y e d .  S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s  
v i l l a g e  e r a s e d .  L a r g e  t e m p o r a r y  s h a n t y  t o w n s  b u i l t  t o  house  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k e r s .  F u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  
p o p u l a t i o n  r e l o c a t i o n ,  and s t i m u l u s  o f  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e s .  Some l a t e  
V i c t o r i a n  r e s i d e n c e s  n o r t h  o f  c e n t e r  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t .  Tenements  
a n d  c o t t a g e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  on C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  ( 1 8 9 9 ) ,  a p p a r e n t l y  f o r  
s t r e e t c a r  1  i n e  w o r k e r s  f r o m  n e a r b y  c a r b a r n .  Sawyer  M e m o r i a l  
L i b r a r y  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  c e n t e r  ( 1  9 0 4 ) .  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  M o r n i n g d a l e  
a r e a  a s  c o t t a g e  s t r e e t c a r  s u b u r b  o f  W o r c e s t e r .  

D. Economic  Base: 

B o y l s t o n  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  m i x  o f  m i n o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  d o m i n a t e d  b y  
t h e  L a n c a s t e r  Companies  C o t t o n  m i l l  a t  S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s ,  and  
d a i r y i n g ,  o r c h a r d i n g ,  and g a r d e n i n g  u n t i l  1899,  when t h e  m i l l  and 
a l l  t h e  S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s  v i l l a g e  were  t o r n  down f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r .  A l s o  t a k e n  was t h e  shoe box  f a c t o r y  
f u r t h e r  u p s t r e a m  on t h e  Nashua R i v e r .  T h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  s i z e a b l e  
l o s s  i n  t a x a b l e  p r o p e r t y  and r e s u l t e d  i n  a  d r o p  i n  B o y l s t o n  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  more  t h a n  50% o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s .  The 
R e s e r v o i r  a l s o  f l o o d e d  t h e  t r a c k s  o f  t h e  o n l y  r a i l r o a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
town,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  D i v i s i o n  t r a c k s  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  and M a i n e  
R a i l r o a d ,  e r e c t e d  i n  1875.  
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D e s p i t e  t h e  v i r t u a l  e l  i m i n a t i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o w  w i t h  t h e  demands o f  t h e  W o r c e s t e r  and B o s t o n  
m a r k e t s .  I n  1895,  d a i r y i n g  p r o v i d e d  40% o f  $160,000 a g r i c u l t u r a l  
income,  f o l l o w e d  b y  hay ,  s t r a w ,  f o d d e r  ( 2 9 % ) ,  v e g e t a b l e s  ( 7 % ) ,  and 
p o u l t r y  ( 6 % ) .  Wood, a n i m a l  p r o d u c t s ,  and f r u i t  we re  a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t ,  c o m p r i s i n g  8.6%, 7.3%, and 5.7% r e s p e c t i v e l y  o f  1 9 0 5 ' s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  A  l a r g e  c r e a m e r y  and s t o c k  f a r m  were  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  S t r a w  H o l l o w  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  and c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  
t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  p r o v i d i n g  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  m i l k ,  
b u t t e r ,  cream, c i d e r ,  and v i n e g a r  t o  B o s t o n  m a r k e t s .  

M i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t o o k  on some i m p o r t a n c e  i n  B o y l s t o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  C o a l ,  r e s e m b l i n g  t h a t  f o u n d  i n  W o r c e s t e r  i n  t h e  l a t e  
1820s  was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  p a r t  o f  t own ,  b u t  does  n o t  
a p p e a r  t o  have  been s u c c e s s f u l l y  m ined .  I n  t h e  e a s t e r l y  p o r t i o n  
o f  t own ,  a  s h a f t  was sunk f o r t y  f e e t  i n t o  t h e  g r o u n d  i n  s e a r c h  o f  
g o l d .  A1 t h o u g h  an o r e  c o n t a i n i n g  enough  g o l d  t o  s u p p o r t  a  
p r o f i t a b l e  o p e r a t i o n  was d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h e  m i n e  was abandoned i n  
1 8 8 2  w i t h  t h e  d e a t h  o f  i t s  p r i m e  mover ,  Rev. Andrew B i g e l o w  o f  
S o u t h b o r o u g h .  O n l y  t h e  b r i c k w o r k s  , r e o p e n e d  i n  1885,  c o n t i n u e d  
i n  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  1912,  when t h e y  w e r e  a l s o  c l o s e d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  
c l u s t e r e d  a t  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r ,  S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s ,  and S t r a w  H o l l o w  i n  
t h e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  town .  B o y l s t o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  
s u r g e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  1 8 9 5 - 1 9 0 0  due t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  
i m m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s  on t h e  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r .  The p o p u l a t i o n  
d r o p p e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s e r v o i r .  The 
v i l l a g e  o f  M o r n i n g d a l e  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t o w n  began  t o  
d e v e l o p  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ;  one t w o - s t o r y  a s y m m e t r i c a l  Queen  Anne 
house  s u r v i v e s .  L a t e  I t a l i a n a t e ,  m o d e s t  Queen  Anne, and s h i n g l e d  
d w e l l i n g s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r .  W o r k e r s '  h o u s i n g  a t  
S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s  i s  r e c o r d e d  a s  i n c l u d i n g :  one b r i c k  b l o c k  o f  t e n  
t e n e m e n t s ,  n i n e  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g s ,  and f o u r t e e n  t e n e m e n t s ,  a l l  l o s t  
when t h e  r e s e r v o i r  was b u i l t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : No h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  were  h e l d  i n  B o y l s t o n  a f t e r  
1886-87 ;  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  i n  n e a r b y  t o w n s ;  i n  1 9 0 4  a  
f o u r - r o o m  f r a m e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l  was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  
( d e m o l i s h e d  1 9 5 7 )  w h i c h  r e p l a c e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s y s t e m ;  i t  was 
d e s i g n e d  b y  B a r k e r  & N o u r s e  o f  W o r c e s t e r .  By 1889 ,  b o t h  a  Grange 
a n d  P a t r o n s  o f  H u s b a n d r y  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .  I n  1904,  t h e  
f i e 1  d s t o n e  C r a f t s m a n  Sawyer  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  was c o n s t r u c t e d ;  
a r c h i t e c t s :  F u l l e r  & D e l a n o ,  W o r c e s t e r .  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  i n  
e x i s t e n c e  a t  S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C e n t r a l  R a i l r o a d  was c o m p l e t e  t h r o u g h  
n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t o w n  ( 1 8 7 9 - 8 0 )  b u t  d i d  n o t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t o w n  
c e n t e r .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t :  c o r n e r  s t o r e  i n  
t o w n  c e n t e r  c o n t i n u e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  one 
s t o r e  i n  S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s .  
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I n d u s t r i a l  : Between 1885-1 91 2 ,  George Hazzard re -opened  b r i c k y a r d  
( f o r m e r l y  Howe's ) a t  Route  70  and Cros s  S t r e e t .  E n t i r e  complex 
a t  S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s  was d e s t r o y e d  i n  1899 f o r  t h e  r e s e r v o i r .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1 940 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Ry t h e  1 9 2 0 s ,  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  i s  abandoned ,  a s  l o c a l  r o a d s  a r e  
improved f o r  u se  a s  a u t o m o b i l e  highways.  In t h e  e a r l y  1930s ,  Main 
S t r e e t  (Rou te  7 0 )  i s  improved a s  a  ma jo r  highway from Worces t e r  t o  
C l i n t o n .  School  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 4 0 )  i s  improved a s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
highway t o  Shrewsbury  C e n t e r  and Route 9. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

S i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  ( + 5 6 7 )  w i t h  s ubu rban  deve lopment  from 
W o r c e s t e r ,  from 1920  t o  1935  (1361 ) ,  w i t h  p e r i o d  of  g r e a t e s t  
growth 1930-35 ( + 2 6 4 ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Con t inued  deve lopment  of  town a s  s u b u r b ,  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  Morni n g d a l e .  Some r e c r e a t i o n a l  c o t t a g e s  bui 1  t 
a round  Rocky Pond. W o r c e s t e r  County T u b e r c u l o s i s  H o s p i t a l  
c o n s t r u c t e d  n o r t h e a s t  of  Morn ingda l e  on b o r d e r  w i t h  West B o y l s t o n .  
D . .  Economic Rase:  

W i t h  i t s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  ba se  a l l  b u t  e l i m i n a t e d  by t h e  f l o o d i n g  of 
t h e  Wachuse t t  R e s e r v o i r ,  B o y l s t o n ' s  economy was l a r g e l y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l .  O r c h a r d s ,  d a i r y  and s t o c k  f a r m s ,  and marke t  g a r d e n s  
p r o v i d e d  t h e  means of l i v e l i h o o d  t o  most of t h e  towns o c c u p a n t s .  
I n c r e a s i n g  numbers of  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  commuted t o  work i n  
W o r c e s t e r .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  a p p a r e n t  g rowth ;  s c a t t e r e d  " b u n g a l o i d  t y p e "  
houses  w i t h  f i e l d s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n s .  S e t t l e m e n t  a t  Morn ingda le  o f  
modest  " a s t y l e n  d w e l l i n g s ,  many o n e - s t o r i e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Two-roow f r ame  C o l o n i a l  Reviva l  s choo l  house  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  Morn ingda le  ( 1 9 2 6 ) .  1926 C a t h o l i c  Church e r e c t e d ,  
Morn ingda le  ( ? ) .  F o u r t h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church b u i l t  i n  c e n t e r  
r e p l a c i n g  1835 s t r u c t u r e  which burned i n  1924 ,  a r c h i t e c t :  E d w i n  T .  
Chapi n ,  W o r c e s t e r .  

Commercial:  No growth a p p a r e n t ;  c o r n e r  s t o r e  i n  c e n t e r  ( 1 8 1 1 )  
b u r n s  i n  1929 and i s  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  p r e s e n t  f o u r - s q u a r e  s t r u c t u r e  
which s t i l l  s e r v e s  a s  g e n e r a l  s t o r e .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  No e x p a n s i o n ;  town r e t a i n s  a p p e a r a n c e  of undeve loped  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  community. 
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