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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

D a t e :  September  1985  Communi t y :  B o x f o r d  

I. HISTORIC O V E R V I E W  

An a g r i c u l t u r a l  commun i t y  o f  g e n t l y  r o l l  i n g  t e r r a i n  i n  i n t e r i o r  
Essex Coun ty ,  B o x f o r d  c o n t a i n s  no c o n f i r m e d  s i t e s  o f  n a t i v e  
a c t i v i t y .  European s e t t l e m e n t  i n i t i a l l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  E a s t  
( s o u t h e r n )  B o x f o r d  a r e a  ca .  1645 and t o  West ( n o r t h e r n )  B o x f o r d  
a r e a  a f t e r  1670. Dua l  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c i  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  
t h e  town,  m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e s  h a v i n g  been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  b o t h  e a s t  
and  w e s t  p a r i s h e s ,  b y  1 7 0 1  and 1 7 3 5  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  D i s p e r s e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r s i s t s  t h r o u g h  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  
s m a l l  s c a l e  i r o n w o r k s  a c t i v e  on F i s h  B r o o k .  

By t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b o t h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r s  had  
emerged as  s m a l l  c r o s s r o a d s  v i l l  ages,  and  s e t t l e m e n t  a t t r a c t e d  t o  
t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i n c i p a l  n o r t h / s o u t h  c o r r i d o r s  ( M a i n  S t r e e t  and  
I p s w i c h  Road).  W i t h  a r r i v a l  o f  r a i l  r o a d  i n  m i d - c e n t u r y ,  s e v e r a l  
s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r i e s  e s t a b l  i shed (shoes ,  ma tches ,  t e x t i l e s ) .  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  as  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i m a r y  
o c c u p a t i o n ,  and m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r s  began t o  a t t r a c t  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  W i t h  l o c a t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  i n  E a s t  B o x f o r d ,  
m a n u f a c t o r i e s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  s o u t h e r n  ( e a s t e r n )  town and F i r s t  
P a r i s h  ( B o x f o r d  C e n t e r )  emerged as  t o w n ' s  p r i m a r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  and 
c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s .  

A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, m a u f a c t u r i n g  o u t p u t  d e c l  i n e d ,  p o p u l  a t i o n  
began t o  d r o p  and b u i l d i n g  s lowed.  N a d i r  i n  1925 when new p e r i o d  
o f  g r o w t h  began.  I n t e r s t a t e  95 i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  town  l e d  t o  
B o x f o r d ' s  c o n v e r s i o n  i n t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  communi ty .  A f f l u e n t  
s i n g l e - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  on l a r g e  l o t s  now l i n i n g  many o f  i t s  r u r a l  
r o a d s .  P r e s e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r e s s u r e s  came f r o m  p o t e n t i a l  
condomin ium c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( a l r e a d y  b e g u n )  r a t h e r  t h a n  f r o m  
c o m m e r c i a l / i n d u s t r i a 1  d e v e l o p m e n t .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  v i l l a g e s  r e m a i n  
i n t a c t ,  and a t  p r e s e n t ,  n o t  i n  o b v i o u s  danger .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

I n  1685,  B o x f o r d  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  as  Row ley  V i l l a g e  a n d  t h e n  
i n c l u d e d  p a r t  o f  p r e s e n t  G r o v e l a n d  and M i d d l e t o n .  I n  1728, p a r t  
was annexed  t o  M i d d l e t o n .  The n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  saw t h e  town 
y i e l d  s m a l l  c e s s a t i o n s  o f  l a n d  t o  Rowley ( 1 8 0 8 - 1 8 1 0 ) ,  I s p w i c h  
(18461,  G r o v e l  and ( 1 8 5 6 )  and  Georgetown ( 1 8 7 9 ) .  B o x f o r d ' s  
p o l i t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  h a v e  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  s i n c e  t h e  
f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

I I I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town o f  B o x f o r d  i s  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  Essex County ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P h y s i o g r a p h i c a l  l y ,  t h e  town 1  i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  New 
E n g l a n d  Seaboard  Low land ,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  o f  
l a n d  w i t h  h i l l s  u s u a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  400 and  500 f o o t  c o n t o u r s .  I n  



B o x f o r d ,  l a n d  s u r f a c e s  a r e  i r r e g u l a r  and  g e n e r a l l y  s l o p e  
s o u t h e a s t e r l y .  M o s t  e l e v a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  1 5 0  f e e t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
h i l l s  r e a c h i n g  h e i g h t s  o f  250 t o  300  f e e t  o r  more. 

B e d r o c k  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  B o x f o r d  a r e a  a r e  m a i n l y  composed o f  Salem 
g a b b r o  d i o r i t e s  ( d i o r i t e  a n d  g a b b r o  d i o r i t e s ) .  I n  some a r e a s  
s m a l l  d e p o s i t s  o f  N e w b u r y p o r t  q u a r t z  and  r o c k s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
M a r l b o r o  f o r m a t i o n  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  S o i l s  i n  B o x f o r d  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  we1 1  d r a i n e d  o r  m o d e r a t e l y  w e l l  d r a i n e d  d e p o s i t s .  I n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  and n o r t h e r n  a r e a  o f  t o w n  s o i l s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  
H i n c k l e y - W i n d s o r - M e r r i m a c  and  C a n t o n - C h a r 1  t o n - S u t t o n  
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  B o t h  t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o c c u r  i n  deep,  n e a r l y  1  eve1 
t o  s t e e p  a r e a s  f o r m e d  f r o m  o u t w a s h  d e p o s i t s  and g l a c i a l  t i l l .  I n  
t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  s o i l s  be1 o n g  t o  t h e  Char1  ton -Rock  
o u t c r o p - M e d i s a p r i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n .  These  s o i l s  o c c u r  i n  deep, 
n e a r b y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  d e p o s i t s  f o r m e d  i n  g l a c i a l  t i l l .  Rock 
o u t c r o p s  a r e  common as  w e l l  as  mucky s o i l s  i n  a r e a s  o f  o r g a n i c  
d e p o s i t s .  

M a j o r  d r a i n a g e  i n  B o x f o r d  i s  t h r o u g h  s u r f a c e  f o r m a t i o n s ;  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  i n  t h e  n o r t h  and  F i s h  B rook  i n  t h e  
s o u t h .  S e v e r a l  ponds a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  s u c h  a s  J o h n s o n ' s  Pond,  
S t i l e s  Pond, S p o f f o r d  Pond and B a l d p a t e  Pond.  

The o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  g r o w t h  i n  B o x f o r d  a n d  i n  Essex  C o u n t y  i n  
g e n e r a l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  m i x e d  g r o w t h  o f  w h i t e p i n e ,  oak ,  c h e s t n u t ,  
p o p l a r ,  m a p l e ,  b i r c h  a n d  some o t h e r  b i r c h w o o d s  and  c o n i f e r s .  
However,  second  g r o w t h  p a t t e r n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t o w n  
t o d a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  oak and c h e s t n u t  i n  u p l a n d  a r e a s ;  b i r c h ,  c e d a r ,  
j u n i p e r  and w h i t e  p i n e  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  B o x f o r d  a r e a  l i k e l y  
e m p h a s i z e d  c o m b i n e d  w a t e r  and l a n d  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  
and  F i s h  B r o o k  a r e a .  O t h e r  c o n j e c t u r e d  t r a i l s  may a l s o  h a v e  been 
p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e s  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  Road and M a i n  S t r e e t .  

B. P o p u l  a t i o n  

B o x f o r d  was p r o b a b l y  i n h a b i t e d  b y  members o f  t h e  P a w t u c k e t  g r o u p  
w h i c h  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  Saugus /Sa lem a r e a  n o r t h  t o  t h e  York  a r e a  
o f  Ma ine.  L o c a l l y  t h i s  g r o u p  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  
Agawam I n d i a n s .  G o o k i n  ( 1 9 7 2 )  l i s t s  ca. 3,000 men a s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  
t h i s  g r o u p  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1 6 1 7 - 1 9  e p i d e m i c s ,  a s  many a s  12,000 
n a t i v e s .  These f i g u r e s  may b e  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  and  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  
t h e  B o x f o r d  a r e a  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  numbered more  t h a n  200 
i n d i v i d u a l s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e p i d e m i c s ,  f e w e r  t h a n  50 t o  1 0 0  
n a t i v e s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown f o r  t h e  
B o x f o r d  a r e a .  Few s i t e s  d a t i n g  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  h a v e  been  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  g e n e r a l .  R e g i o n a l  
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e t h n o h i s t o r i c  s o u r c e s  and known C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s  
i n d i c a t e  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s i t e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  may be 
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  B o x f o r d  v i c i n i t y .  P r e f e r r e d  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s  a p p e a r  
t o  emphas ize  c o a s t a l  e s t u a r y  zones  and  m a j o r  d r a i n a g e s ,  a  p a t t e r n  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s .  I n  B o x f o r d ,  C o n t a c t  
p e r i o d  s i t e s  may b e  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  i n  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  o r  a l o n g  F i s h  B rook  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  
Such s i t e s  may a l s o  b e  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  m a j o r  ponds  
( S t i l e s  Pond, H o v e y ' s  Pond,  Lowe Pond, e t c . )  o r  o t h e r  w e t l a n d s .  
W h i l e  h a b i t a t i o n  o r  v i l l a g e  t y p e  s i t e s  may e x i s t  i n  t h e  B o x f o r d  
ar'ea, s m a l l e r  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  s i t e s  f o r  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and  
b u r i a l  may b e  more  common i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

D. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  B o x f o r d  a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  on a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s e a s o n a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  
c o l l e c t i n g  o f  w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  a n d  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  I n  t h e  
B o x f o r d  l o c a l e ,  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  were  p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  
s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  p r a c t i c e d  b y  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  o t h e r  
e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a r e a s .  H u n t i n g  was a  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  
f o c u s i n g  o n  l a r g e r  mammals s u c h  a s  d e e r  and s m a l l e r  f u r  b e a r e r s .  
U p l a n d  game b i r d s  and d u c k s  w e r e  a l s o  h u n t e d .  

F r e s h w a t e r  ponds  and s t r e a m s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f f e r e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
f i s h  f o r  c o n s u m p t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  p r e s e n t l y  
c o n t a i n s  a l e w i v e s  and may a l s o  h a v e  c o n t a i n e d  shad,  s m e l t  a n d  
p o s s i b l y  sa lmon i n  t h e  p a s t .  G a t h e r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  a s  
i m p o r t a n t  a s  h u n t i n g  i n  t h e  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  s u b s i s t e n c e  sys tem.  
S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  and  a q u a t i c  p l a n t s  a v a i l a b l e  
p r o v i d e d  a  v a l u a b l e  f o o d  r e s o u r c e .  G a t h e r i n g  may a l s o  h a v e  
f o c u s e d  on s h e l l f i s h .  F r e s h w a t e r  c l a m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  m o s t  o f  
B o x f o r d ' s  ponds.  D o m e s t i c a t e  p l a n t s  s u c h  a s  c o r n ,  beans ,  
p u m p k i n s ,  squash and t o b a c c o  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t .  The l o c a t i o n s  o f  
n a t i v e  f i e 1  ds a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown, however ,  t h e y  were  1  i k e l y  
l o c a t e d  a l o n g  r i v e r s  s t r e a m s  o r  o t h e r  w e t l a n d  a r e a s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1 6 2 0 - 1 6 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

I n d i a n  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  B o x f o r d  a r e a  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  
o f  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  I n  f a c t ,  many t r a i l s  may h a v e  been  
u p g r a d e d  t o  h o r s e  o r  c a r t p a t h s  b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t  l i n k i n g  a r e a s  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  ( I p s w i  c h / T o p s f i e l  d )  w i  t h  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  The 
P a r k e r  R i v e r  and F i s h  B r o o k  a r e a  a r e  n o t  n a v i g a b l e  b y  l a r g e r  c r a f t .  

M o s t  l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e  B o x f o r d  a r e a  was l a i d  o u t  i n  ca .  
1 6 4 5 - 5 0  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house  l o t s  were  d i v i d e d .  These 
r o u t e s  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t own  and i n c l u d e d  t h e  
I p s w i c h  Road, M a i n  S t r e e t ,  M i d d l e t o n  Road, M i l l  S t r e e t ,  T o p s f i e l  d  
Road and Depo t  Road a r e a .  M o s t  e a r l y  r o a d s  w e r e  n o t  g r e a t l y  
i m p r o v e d  f r o m  n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and w e r e  u s e d  m a i n l y  t o  move 
c a t t l e  o r  o t h e r  l i v e s t o c k  and t o  r e a c h  m i l l s .  A1 t h o u g h  B o x f o r d  
was p a r t  o f  Rowley  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  were  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Boxford



i s o l  a t e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l y  f r o m  t h e i r  p a r e n t  s e t t l  ement .  Land  r o u t e s  
t o  t h e  T o p s f i e l d  a r e a  w e r e  more  common. West B o x f o r d  a r e a  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  f o c u s e d  on  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t / W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t  
a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

H o u s e l o t s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  f o r  6  m a l e  s e t t l e r s  i n  ca .  1 6 4 5  p o s s i b l y  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  up  t o  3 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  s e t t l e m e n t .  
Between t h a t  d a t e  a n d  1 6 7 5  a s  many a s  1 3  a d d i t i o n a l  m a l e  s e t t l e r s  
a r r i v e d  i n  B o x f o r d  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  n e a r l y  100  
i n d i v i d u a l s  b y  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  B o x f o r d  was e x c l u s i v e l y  
s e t t l e d  b y  P u r i t a n s  o r  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  i s t s .  Many s e t t l  e r s  p r i o r  
t o  1 6 6 0  w e r e  f r o m  Y o r k s h i r e ,  E n g l a n d .  A f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  s e t t l e r s  
were  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  f r o m  n e a r b y  s e t t l e m e n t s  such  a s  I p s w i c h ,  
G l o u c e s t e r ,  T o p s f i e l  d, Andove r ,  Wenham, Row ley  a n d  Newbury. A t  
l e a s t  one s e t t l e r  was f r o m  S c o t l a n d .  

One h a l f  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x e s  were  p a i d  t o  Rowley ,  t h e  
o t h e r  h a l f  t o  T o p s f i e l d .  R o w l e y  V i l l a g e  r e s i d e n t s  t r a i n e d  f o r  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  w o r s h i p p e d  a n d  w e r e  b u r i e d  i n  T o p s f i e l  d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d .  B o x f o r d  r e s i d e n t s  h a d  1  i t t l e  t o  
do w i t h  Row ley  and  w e r e  more  a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  T o p s f i e l d  
s e t t l e m e n t .  B o x f o r d  r e s i d e n t s  j o i n e d  w i t h  r e s i d e n t s  o f  T o p s f i e l  d  
t o  b u i l d  a m e e t i n g h o u s e  t h e r e  somet ime  b e f o r e  1658.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Row ley  V i l l a g e  o r  t h e  B o x f o r d  C e n t e r  a r e a  was f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  ca.  
1645.  A b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  s i x  3 0  a c r e  h o u s e l o t s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t own  a l o n g  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  a r e a .  L a t e r  g r a n t s  o f  
s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  a c r e s  w e r e  a l s o  l a i d  o u t .  House l o t s  w e r e  
d i s t i n c t l y  1  a r g e r  and  d i f f e r e n t  i n  c o m p o s i t i o n  i n  Row ley  V i l l a g e  
t h a n  i n  i t s  p a r e n t  v i l l a g e  Rowley ,  W e a l t h  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  s i z e  o f  
t h e  l a n d  g r a n t .  A t r a i n i n g  f i e l d ,  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  b u r i a l  l o t  o r  
common f i e l d s  w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  W h i l e  some 
s e t t l e m e n t  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  B o x f o r d  C e n t e r ,  d i s p e r s e d  
f a r m s t e a d s  w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t .  West  B o x f o r d  was s e t t l e d  1  a t e  i n  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
P e r i o d  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  e x p a n d  u n t i l  a f t e r  1670.  Land g r a n t s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  f o l l  owed p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  B o x f o r d  c e n t e r .  L a r g e r  
c o n t i g u o u s  g r a n t s  w e r e  common, o f t e n  e x c e e d i n g  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  
a c r e s .  S m a l l e r  g r a n t s  ( l e s s  t h a n  100 a c r e s )  w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

D. Economic  Base 

As C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s  moved i n t o  t h e  B o x f o r d  a r e a  t h e y  l i k e l y  
h u n t e d ,  f i s h e d  and g a t h e r e d  w i l d  f o o d  i n  much t h e  same manner as  
t h e i r  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  p r e d e c e s s o r s  w o u l d  h a v e  done.  However,  t h e  
c o m b i n e d  e f f o r t s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  h u s b a n d r y  were  c l e a r l y  t h e  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  i n  t h e  economic  l i v e s  o f  B o x f o r d ' s  e a r l y  
s e t t l e r s .  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  w h e a t  and b a r l e y  were  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
f o o d  c r o p s  g rown  as  w e l l  as  r y e  when p o s s i b l e .  F r u i t  and  
v e g e t a b l e s  w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  g r a i n s  were  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
f o o d  p r o d u c e .  E v i d e n c e  a l s o  e x i s t s  t h a t  hemp a n d  f l a x  w e r e  a l s o  
g rown  on  B o x f o r d  f a r m s ,  b u t  n o t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  h e r e  a s  i n  O l d  
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Rowley .  S a l t  marshes  w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  B o x f o r d ,  b u t  f a r m e r s  
owned m a r s h e s  i n  Newbury ,  Rowley  and I p s w i c h  and c u t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
s a l t  h a y  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  H u s b a n d r y  was a l s o  an i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t y  
i n  B o x f i e l d .  C a t t l e ,  h o r s e s ,  sheep a n d  s w i n e  were  t h e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  a n i m a l s  on many f a r m s .  The f a t t e n i n g  o f  c a t t l e  and 
r a i s i n g  o f  h o r s e s  may h a v e  been a  l o c a l  s p e c i a l t y  i n  t h e  B o x f o r d  
a r e a .  Many e a r l y  l a n d  g r a n t s  n o t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  
f o r  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  f a r m i n g .  When e a r l y  r o a d s  were  
l a i d  o u t  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  m o v i n g  c a t t l e  f r o m  one l o c a t i o n  t o  
a n o t h e r  may have  s u p e r c e d e d  human t r a v e l .  Oxen and f o w l  w e r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t  as  w e l l  as  cows and  d a i r y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  

An i r o n  w o r k s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  H e n r y  L e o n a r d  o f  L y n n  i n  1669  
n e a r  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  Andrews M i l l s .  I r o n  m i n i n g  ( b o g  i r o n )  was 
a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  B o x f o r d ,  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t o w n s  o f  
D a n v e r s ,  I p s w i c h ,  M i d d l e t o n ,  T o p s f i e l  d  and Saugus s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
w o r k s .  Saw m i l l s ,  g r i s t  m i l l s  o r  f u l l i n g  m i l l s  were  n o t  p r e s e n t  
i n  B o x f o r d  d u r i n g  t h i s  P e r i o d .  T a n n e r i e s  were  i n  o p e r a t i o n  
p r o b a b l y  i n  s e r v i c e  o f  l o c a l  shoe makers .  Some w e a v i n g  was a l s o  
p r e s e n t  a1 t h o u g h  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  a s  i n  O l d  Rowley .  M o s t  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods were  s m a l l  s c a l e  and  p r o b a b l y  f o r  l o c a l  
c o n s u m p t i o n .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1  7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

Few n a t i v e  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  r e m a i n e d  b y  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  a s  m o s t  
had  been u p g r a d e d  t o  h o r s e  p a t h s ,  c a r t w a y s  o r  o v e r g r o w n  b y  t h i s  
t i m e .  I n  West B o x f o r d  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t I W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t I W i l l o w  
S t r e e t  r o u t e s  d e v e l o p e d  as  t h e  m a i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s  
j o i n i n g  t h e  I p s w i c h  Road s o u t h  o f  West B o x f o r d  c e n t e r .  The 
I p s w i c h  r o a d  e x t e n d e d  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  town.  
I n  t h e  w e s t ,  M a i n  S t r e e t  c o n t i n u e d  s o u t h  t o  t h e  O l d  Row ley  V i l l a g e  
c e n t e r  where  i t  s p l i t  f o r m i n g  t h e  M i d d l e t o n ,  T o p s f i e l d  and Depo t  
Roads. O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  r o a d s  f r o m  B o x f o r d  c e n t e r  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
H e r r i c k  and George town  Roads w h i c h  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  I p s w i c h  Roads 
and  M i l l  S t r e e t ,  e x t e n d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  F i s h  B r o o k  a r e a .  E a r l y  
b r i d g e s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t u r e s  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  and t h e  
P a r k e r  R i v e r ,  a t  t h e  I p s w i c h ,  H e r r i c k ,  George town  and D e p o t  Roads 
A c r o s s  Rye Brook  and on  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  t h e  M i d d l e t o n  Road and M i l l  
S t r e e t  where  t h e y  c r o s s  F i s h  B r o o k .  S e v e r a l  r i v e r  c r o s s i n g s  may 
h a v e  been c o m b i n e d  w i t h  dams, m i l l s  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  a t  s e v e r a l  o f  
t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

B o x f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  was p r o b a b l y  
a r o u n d  240 i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  48  f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n  Row ley  V i l l a g e  
p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  t o  be  s e t  o f f  f r o m  Row ley  i n  1685.  
The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g r e w  r a t h e r  q u i c k l y  a f t e r  t h i s  d a t e .  A f t e r  
1 6 7 0  West B o x f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rew s t e a d i l y .  I n  f a c t ,  b e t w e e n  
1 6 7 0  and  1735  i t ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  i t  may 
h a v e  had  a  l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  e a s t  e n d  o f  t own .  A t  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  f i r s t  c e n s u s  was t a k e n  i n  1765 ,  851 i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  town.  By 1 7 7 6  t h i s  f i g u r e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  16.2% t o  989 
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i n d i v i d u a l s .  By 1 7 6 5  n o  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  B o x f o r d .  
However, 1 0  n e g r o e s  were  p r e s e n t  c o m p r i s i n g  1.19% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  
o v e r a l l  p o p u l a t i o n .  E t h n i c a l l y  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  B o x f o r d ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  o f  E n g l i s h  d e c e n t  b o r n  i n  B o x f o r d  and  
t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  towns .  A l l  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  r e s i d e n t s  w o r s h i p p e d  t h e  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  f a i t h .  Some A n a b a p t i s t s  may h a v e  been  p r e s e n t  
a f t e r  t h e  1 7 3 0 ' s - 1  7 4 O 8 s ,  b u t  t h e i r  numbers  o r  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  
r e m a i n s  unknown. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  B o x f o r d  a r e a  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  
b a s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s e t t l e r s .  
The amount  o f  l a n d  g r a n t e d  was b a s e d  on w h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  c o l o n i s t s  
c o u l d  a f f o r d .  G r a n t s  r a n g e d  f o r m  3 0  a c r e s  o r  l e s s  t o  o v e r  1000 
a c r e s ,  a l t h o u g h  g r a n t s  o f  200  t o  300  a c r e s  were  more  common. M o s t  
l a t e r  g r a n t s  i n  t h e  B o x f o r d  a r e a  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  a r o u n d  1666-67 b u t  
n o t  s e t t l e d  u n t i l  e a r l y  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d .  Common l a n d s  o r  a  
common f i e l d  s y s t e m  a s  f o u n d  i n  Rowley  w e r e  n o t  u s e d  i n  B o x f o r d .  
However,  s e t t l e m e n t  was m o s t  dense  i n  t w o  l o c a t i o n s :  n e a r  B o x f o r d  
c e n t e r  and, a f t e r  1670,  i n  West B o x f o r d .  

B o x f o r d  c e n t e r  o r  t h e  F i r s t  ( E a s t )  P a r i s h  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  u n t i l  1701 when one was b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  j u n c t u r e  o f  
t h e  George town  and M i d d l e t o n  Roads. A new m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  
i n  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  i n  1735.  I n  West B o x f o r d ,  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was 
e r e c t e d  i n  1734  n e a r  t h e  j u n c t u r e  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  a n d  W i l l o w  Road. 
However,  t h i s  a r e a  was n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  Second o r  West 
P a r i s h  u n t i l  1735.  T h i s  p a r i s h  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s  f r o m  t h e  
N o r t h  Andover  a r e a .  B o t h  t h e  F i r s t  and Second P a r i s h  w e r e  
O r t h o d o x  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l .  B o x f o r d  r e c e i v e d  i t ' s  f i r s t  s c h o o l  
t e a c h e r  i n  1701 when c l a s s e s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  p r i v a t e  homes. I n  1738  
o r  1 7 3 9  t h e  town was d i v i d e d  i n t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  a  s c h o o l  
h o u s e  b u i l t  i n  each d i s t r i c t .  

D. Economic  Base 

A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  h u s b a n d r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  B o x f o r d ' s  
economy t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Co l  o n i a l  P e r i o d .  O n l y  h u s b a n d r y  may h a v e  
somewhat d i m i n i s h e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  f a v o r  o f  c o r n  p r o d u c t i o n .  
I n d i a n  c o r n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  became more  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  b a r l e y ,  w h e a t  
o r  r y e  as  s o i l  f e r t i l i t y  began  t o  f a i l  and  E n g l i s h  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  
w h e a t  and b a r l e y  d i m i n i s h e d .  

I n d u s t r y  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r e s  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a l t h o u g h  
t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  s e c o n d a r y  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  1680  
t h e  Lemond M i l l  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  w h i c h  i r o n  s m e l t i n g  w o u l d  
n o t  resume u n t i l  1 7 7 0  when Samuel B o d w e l l  o f  Methuen a n d  Thomas 
Newman o f  B o x f o r d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s m e l t i n g  o p e r a t i o n  a b o u t  1770  a t  
t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  " m a t c h  f a c t o r y "  ( H u r d  1888 :965 ) .  A b o u t  1695  
W i l l i a m  Peabody e r e c t e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  saw and g r i s t  m i l l  n e a r  
t h e  H e r r i c k  e s t a t e .  An a d d i t i o n a l  s a w m i l l  was b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  
B a t c h e l d e r  r e s i d e n c e  i n  1710. Pegs w e r e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  a t  t h i s  m i l l  
f o r  a b o u t  2 5  y e a r s .  The Howes and  Andrews saw and g r i s t m i l l s  w e r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1710. The Day m i l l  i n  t h e  West P a r i s h  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  g r i s t  m i l l  i n  1740.  The H e r r i c k  s a w m i l l  was 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Boxford



e r e c t e d  a b o u t  1760.  West P a r i s h  m i l l s  w e r e  e s t a b l  i s h e d  a l o n g  t h e  
P a r k e r  R i v e r  ( H a s s e l  t i n e  B rook  1. However,  m o s t  m i l l s  i n  t h e  town 
w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a l o n g  F i s h  B rook  a n d  
l a t e r  a l o n g  Rye B rook  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  M a n u f a c t u r e s  i n  t h e  town  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  l o c a l  a t t e m p t s  a t  t a n n i n g ,  shoemak ing  a n d  w e a v i n g  
f o r  1  o c a l  c o n s u m p t i o n .  B l  a c k s m i  t h s  and  w h e e l w r i g h t s  shops  were  
a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Few i n v e n t o r i e d  s t r u c t u r e s  d a t e  f r o m  t h e  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  e x c e p t  as  p o r t i o n s  o f  now l a r g e r  h o u s e s ;  t h e s e  i n c l u d e  a  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Abraham R e d i n g t o n  h o u s e  d a t e d  t o  1683,  o f  t h e  
Watson H a l l  House d a t i n g  t o  1687,  and  o f  t h e  T y l e r - W o o d  h o u s e  
d a t i n g  t o  1690.  E i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h o u s e s  s u r v i v e  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  
numbers  h e r e ,  and  a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
and  c h i m n e y  t y p e s .  S e v e r a l  examp les  h o u s e  t h e i r  r e a r  p i l e  o f  
rooms i n  added  o r  i n t e g r a l  l e a n - t o s  f o r m i n g  t h e  f a m i l i a r  s a l t  b o x  
p r o f i l e ;  a b o u t  7  o f  t h e s e  a r e  known i n  t h e  town,  b u t  some r e c e i v e d  
l a t e r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  More  common among s u r v i v a l s  a r e  house t y p e s  
t h a t  emp loy  a  s y m m e t r i c a l  p r o f i l e  i n  t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n ,  n u m b e r i n g  
a b o u t  1 0 ;  i n  2 e x a m p l e s  t h e  c h i m n e y  i s  p l a c e d  b e f o r e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
s t r a d d l i n g  t h e  r o o f  r i d g e .  One e x a m p l e  s u r v i v e s  w i t h  3 b a y s ,  s i d e  
e n t r y  and c h i m n e y ,  t h e  G.B. A u s t i n  House o f  1745;  t h e  Thomas 
Know1 t o n  House o f  1 7 3 0  i s  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  D o u b l e  
i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y s  and G e o r g i a n  p l a n s  a r e  q u i t e  r a r e ;  t h e  Thomas 
K n o w l t o n  House i s  s a i d  t o  d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a n d  t h e  
g a m b r e l - r o o f e d  H o l y o k e - F r e n c h  House was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1760.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1699,  
a f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o r r e c t  l o c a t i o n ;  i t  was 34 x  3 0  f e e t  w i t h  
1 8  f o o t  s t u d d  h e i g h t ,  a  p y r a m i d a l  r o o f  w i t h  a  t u r r e t ,  g a l l e r i e s  
and pews and  a  p u l p i t  as  good a s  T o p s f i e l d ;  t h e  t u r r e t  was 
d i s m a n t l e d  i n  1732.  T h e r e  i s  no  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r i s h ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1734.  The f i r s t  
p a r i s h  b u i l t  t h e i r  s e c o n d  h o u s e  i n  1742-45;  i n  s i z e  i t  was t o  be  
3 8  x  48 f e e t  and  24  f o o t  s t u d ,  w i t h  t w o  t i e r s  o f  w indows on each  
s i d e  w a l l ,  a  w indow above  t h e  p u l p i t  a n d  i n  each  g a b l e ,  a n d  a  
" f a s h i o n a b l e  r o o f " .  The s e c o n d  p a r i s h  r e b u i l t  i n  1 7 7 4  " a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  same p l a n  ( o f  New R o w l e y )  ... e x c e p t i n g  a  s t e e p l e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  
wh ich . .  .a p o r c h  b u i l t  as  a t  t h e  o t h e r  end.  .. ." The t o w n  v o t e d  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  a  p o o r h o u s e  i n  1706,  3 4  x  1 4  f e e t  w i t h  6 f o o t  s t u d s ,  b u t  
i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h i s  was a c c o m p l i s h e d .  I n  t h e  1730s  s c h o o l  
houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  b u t  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  unknown. 

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775-1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The t o w n ' s  r o a d  n e t w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e d  1  i t t l e  change d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  M a i n  S t r e e t  and I p s w i c h  Road r e m a i n e d  B o x f o r d ' s  t w o  
p r i n c i p a l  n o r t h  - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r s ,  w h i l e  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t  a n d  
W i l l o w  Road ( R t .  1 3 3 )  c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  t o w n ' s  m a j o r  e a s t - w e s t  
r o u t e ,  l i n k i n g  B o x f o r d  w i t h  George town  and  Rowley .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

B o x f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rew f r o m  989  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1776  t o  935  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1830  w i t h  an o v e r a l l  g r o w t h  r a t e  o r  5.46%. 
P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  was t h e  l o w e s t  ( 2 . 9 5 % )  f r o m  1810-1820.  From 
1 7 7 6  t o  1 8 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  d e c l i n e d  ( -13 .85%) .  M o s t  
p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  (3 .29%)  o c c u r r e d  f r o m  1 8 0 0  t o  1 8 3 0  (3 .2%) .  

V o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d :  t h e  E a s t  
P a r i s h  f o r m e d  a  P r o p r i e t o r s  L i b r a r y  i n  1794;  t e m p e r a n c e  a d v o c a t e s  
j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e  l i k e - m i n d e d  i n  T o p s f i e l d  t o  f o r m  a  M o r a l  S o c i e t y  
i n  1815.  D i s c o r d  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r i s h  b r o u g h t  a  b r i e f  w i t h d r a w a l  i n  
1818 ;  a  2 s t o r y  house  was c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  w o r s h i p  as w e l l  as  a  2nd 
f l o o r  f o r  s c h o o l s  o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  was t h e  s i t e  o f  an academy 
a f t e r  1826.  B o t h  U n i t a r i a n  and U n i v e r s a l i s t  p r e a c h i n g  was h e a r d  
b e f o r e  r e u n i o n .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S i n c e  t h e  m i d d l e  decades o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  West P a r i s h  h a d  
e x c e e d e d  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  o f  t h e  e a s t .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e r e c t i o n  
i n  1774 o f  t h e  West P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  M a i n  
and W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t s ,  West B o x f o r d  emerged a s  a  s m a l l  c r o s s r o a d s  
v i l l a g e  and  a  s e c o n d a r y  f o c u s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  and c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  

A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  e a s t  P a r i s h  w e r e  a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  v i c i n i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  p o s t  
o f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  E a s t  B o x f o r d  i n  1804 ;  a t  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  
t h a t  h a m l e t  t o  d e v e l o p ,  i t  was moved t o  B o x f o r d  C e n t e r  i n  1826.  
Members o f  t h e  e p h e m e r a l  T h i r d  P a r i s h  opened  t h e  B o x f o r d  Academy 
( 1 8 2 6 - 2 9 )  o p p o s i t e  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  f r o n t i n g  
George town  Road. W i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  s t o r e s  and  i n n s  and 
a  s m a l l  l i b r a r y  ( 1 7 9 4 )  t o  t h e  town  c e n t e r ,  B o x f o r d  h a d  
u n d i s p u t a b l y  emerged as  t h e  p r i m a r y  c i v i c  and c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s .  
L i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a t t r a c t e d  t o  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  
t w o  c e n t e r s ,  however ,  as  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e r s  r e m a i n e d  
p e r v a s i v e  i n  B o x f o r d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  
Co l  o n i a l  P e r i o d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t ,  w h a t  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l  d i n g  d i d  
o c c u r  t e n d e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  t o w n ' s  t w o  m a j o r  l o n g i t u d i n a l  axes ,  t h e  
one M a i n  S t r e e t  l i n k i n g  B o x f o r d  and West B o x f o r d ,  t h e  o t h e r  
I p s w i c h  Road, l e a d i n g  f r o m  West t o  E a s t  B o x f o r d  a n d  on  t o  
I p s w i c h .  L o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  w e r e  s i m i l a r l y  a l i g n e d  t o  t h e s e  
axes .  F o l l o w i n g  a  s e r i e s  o f  s m a l l  ponds  ( r o u g h l y  i n  a  p a t t e r n  
p a r a l l e l  t o  I p s w i c h  Road n e a r  E a s t  B o x f o r d )  and  a l o n g  F i s h  B rook  
( s o u t h  and  w e s t  o f  B o x f o r d  C e n t e r  p a r a l l e l  t o  M a i n  S t r e e t  a n d  
T o p s f i e l d  Road) ,  m i l  l i n g  a c t i v i t y  was v i g o r o u s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p e r i o d .  

Economic  Base 

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  B o x f o r d ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  was engaged  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s .  I n  1791 t h e r e  
were  590  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  u n d e r  t i l l a g e ,  1 2 0 3  a c r e s  o f  E n g l i s h  mowing 
hay ,  1301 a c r e s  o f  f r e s h  meadow hay ,  5078 a c r e s  o f  p a s t u r a g e  and 
2566 a c r e s  o f  w o o d l a n d  a n d  u n i m p r o v e d  l a n d ;  a n o t h e r  1381 a c r e s  
w e r e  u n i m p r o v a b l e .  The p a s t u r e  and  h a y i n g  l a n d s  w e r e  used  t o  f e e d  
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1 2 3  t h r e e - y e a r - 0 1  d  h o r s e s ,  233 f o u r - y e a r - 0 1  d  oxen,  672 t h r e e -  y e a r  
o l d  s t e e r  and cows a n d  212 s i x - m o n t h - o l d  s w i n e .  The 1791 t a x  
v a l u a t i o n  815 b a r r e l s  o f  c i d e r  p r e s s e d  and  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  1 1 8  
b a r n s  and t w o  g r i s t  and  saw m i l l s .  

The o n l y  known m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was t h e  f o r g i n g  o f  i r o n  and  t h e  
f u l l i n g  o f  woo l .  D a v i d  and Samuel K i m b a l l  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  
p r i v i l e d g e  on t h e  F i s h i n g  B r o o k  and  t h e  f o r g e  i n  1782,  w h i c h  t h e y  
o p e r a t e d  u n t i l  1 8 0 4 ;  t h e y  a l s o  had  an o r e  s m e l t i n g  o p e r a t i o n .  F o r  
t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  ( 1 8 0 4 - 1 8 0 9 )  t h e  b r o o k  was u s e d  t o  power  a  
f u l l i n g  m i l l ,  w h i c h  J u s t u s  C o b u r n  b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e .  I n  1 8 0 9  
C a p t a i n  Soloman Town, e m p l o y e d  h i s  t w o  b r o t h e r s  as  g r i s t  m i l l e r s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  r e n t e d  some space t o  t h e  R e d d i n g t o n  b r o t h e r s  who 
t u r n e d  wooden t r a y s ,  b o w l s  and  whee l  h u b s  b e g i n n i n g  c a .  1820.  A t  
t h e  Howe 's  Pond s i t e  a  g r i s t  and  saw m i l l  was r u n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p e r i o d .  

The 1 8 2 0  F e d e r a l  Census l i s t s  97 men i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  
and  50 i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  B o x f o r d .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  some 
B o x f o r d  r e s i d e n t s  who w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  d i d  shoe  
w o r k ,  p e r h a p s  i n  George town  o r  Row ley  shops .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : B o x f o r d  b u i l  d e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  emp loy  t r a d i t i o n a l  
house  p l a n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  y e a r s  o f  t h e  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  c e n t e r - c h i m n e y  t y p e s  were  b u i l  t a n d  s e v e r a l  examp les  
a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e  o f  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s  and f i v e  b a y s ,  as w e l l  as  
one o f  f o u r  bays .  D o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  o r  G e o r g i a n  p l a n  houses  
became more  common, a l l  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  and f i v e  b a y s  i n  
w i d t h ,  m o s t  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  one  w i t h  a  g a m b r e l  r o o f ,  t w o  w i t h  
h i p r o o f s ,  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  L - p l a n ,  h i p  r o o f e d ,  expanded  T y l e r - W o o d  
house.  R e l a t e d  t o  t h e s e  a r e  i s 0 1  a t e d  e x a m p l e s  e m p l o y i n g  e x t e r i o r  
r e a r  w a l l  c h i m n e y s ,  as  w e l l  as  end  w a l l  ch imneys ,  as  a t  t h e  house  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  M a t c h  F a c t o r y .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A t w o  s t o r y  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  ca .  1818  
b y  t h e  T h i r d  S o c i e t y  w i t h  t h e  f l o o r  above  f o r  a  s c h o o l r o o m ;  
c o n v e r t e d  t o  an  Academy i n  1826 ;  used  as  a  house  t h e r e a f t e r ;  
b u r n e d  1867.  S c h o o l h o u s e s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  some d i s t r i c t s ;  t w o  
i n  1791 and one i n  1797 b u t  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  unknown. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : S c a t t e r e d  saw and g r i s t  m i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  A l s o  one 
f u l l i n g  m i l l ,  and  an o r e  s m e l t i n g  w o r k s .  A s m a l l  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  
was b u i l t  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  B o x f o r d  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y  ( a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
o f  B a r e  H i l l  Road and D e p o t  Road i n  E a s t  B o x f o r d )  b u t  no  l o n g e r  
s u r v i v e s .  

V I I  I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The t o w n ' s  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use,  w i t h  m i n o r  
a d d i t i o n s  and i m p r o v e m e n t s .  The o n l y  m a j o r  change  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
f o r  B o x f o r d  was t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  r a i l r o a d  f r o m  D a n v e r s  t o  
N e w b u r y p o r t ,  r u n n i n g  a c r o s s  s o u t h e a s t e r n  B o x f o r d ,  i n  1854.  W i  t h i n  
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5  y e a r s  t h e  l i n e  h a d  been s o l d  t o  t h e  B o s t o n  and Maine R a i l r o a d  
Company and  e x t e n d e d  t o  W a k e f i e l  d. 

B. P o ~ u l  a t i o n  

The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  B o x f o r d  g r e w  s l o w l y  f r o m  935  i n  1 8 3 0  t o  1 0 3 4  i n  
1855 b e f o r e  f a l l i n g  t o  847 i n  1870,  an o v e r a l l  r a t e  o f  -9.4%. The 
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  was s m a l l :  4.4.% i n  1855,  3.6% i n  
1865.  M o s t  w e r e  I r i s h ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  E n g l i s h  and C a n a d i a n s  i n  s m a l l  
numbers.  

M i l i t i a  compan ies  were  a c t i v e  a n d  p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  t h e  1830s .  The 
commun i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  sys tem,  a d d i n g  a  s c h o o l  i n  
1840,  b u t  r e d u c i n g  t h e  number f r o m  s e v e n  t o  f i v e  i n  1869,  p r o b a b l y  
i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d v o c a t i n g  c e n t r a l  i z e d  
s y s  terns. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

W i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade s m a l l  - s c a l e  shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  had  e n t e r e d  
B o x f o r d ,  and  b y  1854,  t h e  B o s t o n - M a i n e  R a i l r o a d  r a n  t h r i c e  d a i l y  
c i r c u i t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  town  t o  L i n c o l n ,  D a n v e r s ,  a n d  N e w b u r y p o r t .  A 
b r i s k  p e r i o d  o f  g r o w t h  ensued.  A new m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( c a .  1 8 3 8 )  was 
b u i l t  a t  B o x f o r d  C e n t e r ;  a  t own  f a r m  was p u r c h a s e d  f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  
t h e  p o o r  ( 1 8 4 7 )  West B o x f o r d ' s  t own  c e m e t e r y  was en1 a r g e d  and 
f o r m a l  avenues l a i d  o u t ;  and  t h e  t o w n ' s  d u a l  c i v i l  and c o m m e r i c a l  
f o c i ,  West B o x f o r d  and B o x f o r d ,  become i m p o r t a n t  c e n t e r s  o f  
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The 1  a t t e r ,  however ,  c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  
t o w n ' s  p r i n c i  p a l  s e t t l e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  I nasmuch  as  t h e  
B o x f o r d  D e p o t  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  ( a t  E a s t  B o x f o r d ) ,  
i t  was t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town  t h a t  B o x f o r d ' s  
p r o 1  i f e r a t i  n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n c e r n s  were  
a t t r a c t e d .  S m a l l  shoe shops c o n g r e g a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
r e a c h e s  o f  b o t h  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t I T o p s f i e l d  Road a x i s  and  t h a t  o f  
I p s w i c h  Road, i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l  r e g i o n  as t h a t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
t o w n ' s  s m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  h a d  been  o p e r a t i n g  s i n c e  t h e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  . 
D. Economic  Base 

B o x f o r d ' s  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  t h e  f a r m  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A g r i  c u l  t u r a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  o u t n u m b e r e d  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  b y  2  t o  1  i n  1840.  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  some 
economic  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  d i d  o c c u r .  I n  1 8 5 5  t o t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t  v a l u e  was $40,625, o f  w h i c h  more  t h a n  50% was a c c o u n t e d  
f o r  b y  v a r i o u s  hays .  B u t t e r ,  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  a p p l e s  and p o t a t o e s  
a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  40% o f  p r o d u c t  v a l u e .  By 1 8 6 5  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  had  i n c r e a s e  76% t o  $71,303. T h i s  
i n c r e a s e  o c c u r r e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  a p p a r e n t  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  number o f  
f a r m e r s .  These  1 5 5  men w o r k e d  on 125  f a r m s  whose c o m b i n e d  
i m p r o v e d  a c r e a g e  was 6158  a c r e s .  O f  t h e s e  2409 ( 3 9 % )  w e r e  d e v o t e d  
t o  s a l t  marsh,  w e t  meadow and  e n g l i s h  h a y  and  a n o t h e r  420 a c r e s  
( 7 % )  t o  t i l l a g e .  The r e m a i n i n g  3329 a c r e s  were  p r o b a b l y  u s e d  t o  
g row a p p l e s  and a s  p a s t u r a g e  f o r  sheep,  h o r s e s ,  oxen,  m i l k  cows, 
h e i f e r s  and s w i n e .  T o g e t h e r  p o u l t r y  a n d  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  t h e  
b u t c h e r e d  l i v e s t o c k  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  n e a r b y  50% o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  p r o d u c t  v a l  ue  i n  1865.  
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The f i r s t  e v i d e n c e  o f  shoe m a k i n g  i s  f o u n d  i n  1832. M c L a i n  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t w o  men and t w o  women p r o d u c e d  2500 p a i r s  o f  shoes 
w o r t h  $1800. By 1837,  1 5 4  p e o p l e  ( 8 4  men a n d  70 women) p r o d u c e d  
70,190 p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and shoes w o r t h  $52,975. T h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  
h a v e  been t h e  peak o f  such  a c t i v i t y  because  i n  1855 t h e  number 
emp loyed  i n  shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was down t o  97 ( 5 0  men, 47 women) 
as were  p r o d u c t i o n  (61 ,550  p a i r s )  and p r o d u c t  v a l u e  ( $ 5 2 , 5 5 0 ) .  
D e s p i t e  t h e  35% d r o p  i n  numbers  employed,  shoe p r o d u c t i o n  was down 
o n l y  12% and p r o d u c t  v a l u e  d e c l i n e d  b y  l e s s  t h a n  1%. D u r i n g  t h e  
1 8 5 0 ' s  t w o  shoe f a c t o r i e s  were  b u i l t ,  b y  J o h n  H a l e  (1851  1, a n d  b y  
I s s a c  H a l e  ( 1 8 5 9 ) .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  C i v i l  War b o t h  had f a i l e d .  
The 1855 census  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t w o  s u p p o r t  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  
shoemak ing were  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  B o x f o r d .  The f i r m  o f  K i m b a l l  and 
Sawyer m a n u f a c t u r e  shoe pegs ( 8 0 0  b u s h e l s  w o r t h  $800 i n  1 8 5 5 )  and  
shoe boxes  w o r t h  $3,000. They b u i l t  a  f a c t o r y  i n  1 8 6 0  w h i c h  
b u r n e d  i n  1875. By 1865  shoe m a k i n g  ( a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  g e n e r a l l y )  
had  a l l  b u t  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  B o x f o r d .  O n l y  t e n  p e o p l e  were  
emp loyed  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  t h a t  y e a r ,  s i x  i n  
s a w - m i l l i n g ,  two  m a k i n g  shoe pegs and t w o  m a k i n g  boxes .  The f i r m  
o f  K i m b a l l  and Sawyer c o n t i n u e d  m a k i n g  shoe pegs and b o x e s  
p r o b a b l y  f o r  n e i g h b o r i n g  Georgetown and Rowley.  The p r o d u c t  v a l u e  
f o r  t h e s e  goods was o n l y  $4000 and  w i t h  l u m b e r  and f i r e w o o d  t h e  
t o t a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  i n  B o x f o r d  was $23,000,  o r  1  ess  t h a n  h a l f  o f  
t h e  1 8 3 7  f i g u r e .  

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  m i l l  s i t e  f o r m e r l y  t h e  i r o n  f o r g e  on F i s h  B r o o k ,  
was a l t e r e d  once a g a i n  i n  1832,  t h i s  t i m e  f r o m  a  g r i s t  m i l l  t o  a  
c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  Soloman Towne, who r a n  t h e  
g r i s t  m i l l ,  s o l d  t h e  m i l l  and p r i v i l e g e  t o  George B l a c k b u r n  who 
t h e  r e n t e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  J o h n  B e n t l y ,  an E n g l i s h m a n  f r o m  
Y o r k s h i r e .  W h i l e  c o t t o n  w i c k i n g  was t h e  p r i m a r y  p r o d u c t  ( 1 4  men 
and women r a n  372 s p i n d l e s  and p r o d u c e d  w i c k i n g  w o r t h  $45,000 i n  
1 8 3 7 ) ,  p o o r e r  g r a d e s  o f  c o t t o n  were  c a r d e d  i n t o  b a t t i n g .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  f a c t o r y  t u r n e d  o u t  s t r a w  h a t s  and t w i n e s .  By 1855 
B e n t l y  was r u n n i n g  612  s p i n d l e s  and p r o b a b l y  e m p l o y e d  25 t o  3 0  men 
and women i n  t h e  m i l l ,  a s  w e l l  as some a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  who wound 
t h e  y a r n  and w i c k i n g  i n  t h e i r  homes. T h i s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  was i n  
o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  m i d - 1 8 6 0 s  when B l a c k b u r n  s o l d  t h e  w h o l e  
p r o p e r t y  t o  B ryan ,  C a r l t o n  and Co., a  B o s t o n - b a s e d  m a t c h  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  company. No d a t a  i s  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  m a t c h  f a c t o r y  
b e f o r e  1875.  

A n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  was t h e  c u t t i n g  o f  wood 
p r o d u c t s .  Lumber and f i r e w o o d  w o r t h  $19,000 were  c u t  b y  26 men 
i n  1865.  S i x  s a w m i l l s  c u t  625,000 f t .  o f  l u m b e r  and 2 0  men c u t  
1 9 0 0  c o r d s  o f  wood f o r  m a r k e t .  

The o n l y  o t h e r  known m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
B o x f o r d  was p l o u g h  and wagon p r o d u c t i o n .  I n  1837 one man was 
emp loyed  m a k i n g  1 5  p l o u g h s  w o r t h  $105,  w h i l e  i n  1855 f o u r  men were 
emp loyed  i n  two e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  m a k i n g  $ 5 0 0  w o r t h  o f  wagons and  
coaches .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  b u i l d e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b u i l d  i n  
f a m i l i a r  f o r m s  p r i m a r i l y  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  5  b a y s  i n  
w i d t h ,  a n d  f a v o r i n g  p a i r e d  c h i m n e y s .  The Greek R e v i v a l  e l e m e n t s  
o f  o r n a m e n t  a t  d o o r s ,  w indows and c o r n i c e  h e l p  t o  d a t e  t h e s e  t o  
t h e  1 8 3 0 s  and  1 8 4 0 s  t h o u g h  b u i l d e r s  f a v o r  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  ch imney ,  
end w a l l  c h i m n e y ,  and  even  c e n t e r  ch imney  p l a n s .  A s m a l l e r  number 
o f  houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s .  G a b l e  f r o n t  house  
t y p e s  a r e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r a r e  h e r e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : E a s t  P a r i s h  b u i l t  a  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1838 ;  i t  
i s  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  s a u a r e  t o w e r  and  domed b e l f r y ,  p a i r e d  
e n t r i e s  and p i l a s t e r s .  F i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  West P a r i s h  b u i l t  a  new 
house ;  i t s  g a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m  i n c l u d e d  a  r e c e s s e d  p a i r  o f  e n t r i e s  
b e h i n d  a  s c r e e n  o f  i n  a n t i s  d o r i c  c o l u m n s ;  i t s  f a c a d e  i s  f l u s h  
b o a r d  w i t h  a  p a r a p e t  above  t h e  e n t r y ,  a s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i o n  s q u a r e  
t o w e r  w i t h  b e l f r y  a n d  s p i r e .  S c h o o l  h o u s e s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
1840,  1845,  1 8 5 4 ;  p o s s i b l e  s u r v i v a l s  i n d i c a t e  s m a l l ,  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  
g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  b o t h  s i n g l e  a n d  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  shoe f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  b u i l t ,  i n  1845,  i n  
1857  a n d  i n  1859.  None i s  know t o  s u r v i v e ,  t h o u g h  t h e  1 8 4 5  
s t r u c t u r e  p r o b a b l y  s t o o d  u n t i l  a r o u n d  1900.  The c o t t o n  s p i n n i n g  
m i l l  was b u i l t  i n  1832  a n d  s u r v i v e d  u n t i l  1867  when i t  was 
r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  m a t c h  f a c t o r y .  O n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  m a t c h  f a c t o r y  
f o u n d a t i o n  s t i l l  s t a n d  b e h i n d  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  once  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
m a t c h  f a c t o r y  owner s o u t h  o f  Lawrence  Road on  F i s h  B rook .  The peg  
a n d  b o x  f a c t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1860  b u r n e d  i n  1875.  On t h e  s i t e  a  
s i l v e r  p o l i s h  f a c t o r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  b u t  no  
e v i d e n c e  o f  i t s  s u r v i v a l  was f o u n d .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870-191 5 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The t o w n ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  t h e  m a j o r  r o u t e s  r e m a i n i n g  R o u t e  133  t h r o u g h  West B o x f o r d  
( W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t )  r u n n i n g  e a s t - w e s t ,  a n d  M a i n  S t r e e t I T o p s f i e l d  
S t r e e t  Road and R o u t e  97  ( I p s w i c h  Road) ,  b o t h  r u n n i n g  n o r t h - s o u t h  
t h r o u g h  B o x f o r d .  

B o x f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e d  s t e a d i l y  f r o m  a  t o t a l  o f  8 4 7  a t  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t o  o n l y  714  a t  t h e  end. T h i s  amoun ts  t o  a  
15.7% d e c r e a s e ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r t  o f  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  1890 
and 1895.  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  g rew d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  
6.2% o f  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1875 t o  10.8% i n  1915.  E n g l i s h ,  I r i s h  
and C a n a d i a n  i m m i g r a n t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  I r i s h - b o r n  b e i n g  t h e  1  a r g e s t  
p o r t i o n  i n  1 8 8 5  ( 3 7  p e o p l e )  and C a n a d i a n - b o r n  o c c u p y i n g  t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  i n  1915 ( 3 9  p e o p l e ) .  

Two O r t h o d o x  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  p a r i s h e s  had  more  t h a n  t o w n  h u n d r e d  
members. B o t h  had f i n a n c i a l  d i  f f i c u l  t i e s  w h i c h  w e r e  1  essened  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1888-89 ,  a  r e l i g i o u s  
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a w a k e n i n g  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  s w e p t  t h e  town.  The e v a n g e l i s t  Rev. 
W h i t t i e r  added t w e n t y - o n e  members t o  h i s  c h u r c h  d u r i n g  t h i s  
e n t h u s i a s m .  Some t i m e  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  a  g r a n g e  o f  t h e  P a t r o n s  o f  
H u s b a n d r y  was o r g a n i z e d .  I n  1872  t h e  B a r k e r  F r e e  S c h o o l  was 
e s t a b l  i s h e d .  The f o l l  o w i n g  y e a r  t h e  B o x f o r d  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  E a s t  P a r i s h .  West  B o x f o r d ' s  p u b l i c  1  i b r a r y  was 
f o r m e d  i n  1881.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

D e s p i t e  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  decades,  l a t e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  B o x f o r d  r e m a i n e d  a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i  c u l  t u r a l  town,  and  
i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  1  a r g e l y  d i s p e r s e d .  The few  d w e l l  i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  r u r a l  r o u t e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
c l u s t e r i n g  a t  e i t h e r  t o w n  c e n t e r .  A l t h o u g h  a t  t h i s  t i m e  B o x f o r d ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  was i n  a  s t a t e  o f  g r a d u a l  b u t  p e r p e t u a l  d e c l i n e ,  t h e  
t o w n  n e v e r t h e l e s s  e n j o y e d  enough p r o s p e r i t y  t h a t  i t  made 
i n c r e m e n t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  c i v i c  f o c i .  I n  1873  a  
p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  was opened i n  t h e  E a s t  P a r i s h  and i n  1875,  a  g o t h i c  
c h u r c h  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  West. By 1891 a  t o w n  h a l l  had  been 
e r e c t e d  i n  B o x f o r d ,  i n  t h e  symbol  i c  m e e t i  nghouse/commons l o c a l e  
and accommodated t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  numerous  b e n e v o l e n t  s o c i e t i e s  
f o r m e d  i n  t h e  town d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  

D. Economic  Base 

The m a n u f a c t u r i n g  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  B o x f o r d  depended a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  
on t h e  m a t c h  f a c t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1867.  O f  $59,171 i n  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  i n  1875,  $40,000 d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  
m a t c h  f a c t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  K i m b a l l  i r o n  w o r k s  s i t e  on  F i s h  
B r o o k .  I n  1880  C a r l t o n ,  B y e r s  and Co. e m p l o y e d  40  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
f a c t o r y ,  u s i n g  a  30  h o r s e  power  s team e n g i n e  t o  power  t h e  
m a c h i n e r y  ( w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a  saw m i l l ) .  Boxes were  m a n u f a c t u r e d  on 
t h e  s i t e  b o t h  f o r  use  i n  p a c k a g i n g  t h e  m a t c h e s  and f o r  s a l e  
p e r h a p s  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  shoe  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  T h i s  b u s i n e s s  was s o l d  
t o  t h e  Diamond M a t c h  company a r o u n d  1885.  

O n l y  one shoe f a c t o r y  i n  B o x f o r d  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  t h e  
i n i t i a l  C i v i l  War d e c l i n e  i n  shoe p r o d u c t i o n  and t h e n  t h e  s h i f t  t o  
1  a r g e - s c a l  e  f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  f i  r m ,  begun  b y  Edward  Howe 
i n  1 8 3 8  and moved t o  a  l a r g e r  f a c t o r y  i n  1845,  p r o d u c e d  $8065 
w o r t h  o f  goods i n  1875,  a n d  6000 p a i r s  i n  1880.  The b u s i n e s s  
r e m a i n e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  1895. O t h e r  t h a n  l u m b e r  f o r  
m a r k e t ,  t h e  o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  B o x f o r d  was 
a  s team powered  c a r r i a g e  b u i l  d i n g  and  r e p a i r i n g  f a c t o r y ,  l o c a t e d  
n e a r  t h e  B & M  d e p o t  i n  t h e  e a s t  P a r i s h  and r u n  b y  t h e  P e r l e y  
b r o t h e r s .  I n  1875  t h e y  made wagons and c a r r i a g e s  w o r t h  $4,750. 

S i l v e r  p o l i s h  was m a n u f a c t u r e d ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1877,  on  t h e  s i t e  o f  
t h e  shoe peg f a c t o r y  a t  Howe 's  Pond. ( A  shoe k n i f e  f o r g e ,  as w e l l  
a s  an i c e  house,  w e r e  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h i s  s i t e  ca.  1 8 7 7 . )  As 
t h e  p e r i o d  a d v a n c e d  t h e  number o f  p e o p l e  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
o c c u p a t i o n s  f l u c t u a t e d  w i l d l y .  W i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  m a t c h  
f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 s ,  t h e  number o f  e m p l o y e d  jumped f r o m  1 0  
( 1 8 6 5 )  t o  99  ( 1 8 7 5 ) .  From 1875-1895  t h e  number d e c l i n e d  f r o m  99 t o  
31. T h i s  may b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s l o w  down o f  t h e  m a t c h  b u s i n e s s  
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as  a r e a  t r e e  s u p p l i e s  were  d e p l e t e d .  I n  1895, t h e  v a l u e  o f  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods was a  mere $20,147. W h i l e  t h i s  f i g u r e  
i n c r e a s e d  t o  $34,255 i n  1905,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
o c c u p i e d  a  m a r g i n a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  economy. 

F a r m i n g ,  meanwh i le ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o v i d e  B o x f o r d ' s  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  
employment .  Though t h e  number o f  p e o p l e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
o c c u p a t i o n s  f e l l  f r o m  a  h i g h  o f  1 9 2  i n  1885,  t h e r e  were  s t i l l  129 
so  emp loyed  i n  1905.  The number o f  f a r m s  i n  1905 ( 1 2 2 )  was o n l y  
t h r e e  f e w e r  t h a n  i n  1865.  From 1885  t o  1905  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  g rew f o r m  $1 14,595 t o  $216,183, an  i n c r e a s e  
a l l  t h e  more s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  63 f e w e r  
a g r i c u , l t u r a l  w o r k e r s  i n  1905 t h a n  i n  1885.  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  number 
o f  i m p r o v e d  a c r e s  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  6158  ( 1 8 6 5 )  t o  7372 ( 1 9 0 5 ) .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  one B o x f o r d  h i s t o r i a n ,  " H a v e r h i l l ,  Lawrence and Salem 
f u r n i s h e d  r e a d y  m a r k e t s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c e  o f  B o x f o r d "  ( P e r l e y ,  
1 8 8 0 ) .  Wood and d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  1  a r g e s t  p o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  goods p r o d u c e d  i n  B o x f o r d  i n  1905,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  $61,825 
(28.6% o f  t o t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t )  a n d  $46,937 ( 2 1 . 7 % ) ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  N e x t  i n  o r d e r  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  were  h a y s  a t  $36,688 
( 1 7 % )  and  v e g e t a b l e s  a t  10.5%, p o u l t r y  a t  8.7%, f r u i t  a t  6.4% and 
meat  and a n i m a l  p r o d u c t s  a t  5.%. Between 1895  and  1905  t h e  v a l u e  
o f  wood p r o d u c t s  jumped f r o m  $11,156 t o  $61,825, o r  f r o m  8.1% o f  
t o t a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  t o  28.6% L i k e w i s e  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  i n c r e a s e d  
f r o m  $5835 w o r t h  i n  1865 ( 8 %  o f  t o t a l )  t o  46,937 ( 2 1 . 7 % ) .  
D e c l i n i n g  i n  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f r o m  1865  t o  1905 w e r e  hays  and meat  and 
a n i m a l  p r o d u c t s .  D r e s s e d  m e a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  1 6 %  o f  t h e  1865 t o t a l  
($11,392 w o r t h )  and o n l y  5.0% ($10,915 w o r t h )  o f  t h e  1905  t o t a l ,  
w h i l e  hay  c o n s t i t u t e d  p e r h a p s  30% o f  t h e  1865 t o t a l  and o n l y  1 7 %  
o f  t h e  1905 a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S u r v i v i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  new h o u s i n g  s t a r t s  i s  s c a r c e ,  
b u t  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  d r o p  i n  p o p u l a t i o n .  An o c c a s i o n a l  s m a l l  
house  r e m a i n s :  a  t w o  s t o r y ,  t h r e e  bay mansard ,  a  h a n d f u l 1  o f  
s i m p l e ,  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  t h r e e  b a y  1  & 1 / 2  o r  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r y  t y p e s ,  as 
w e l l  as a  few p y r a m i d a l  o r  f o u r - s q u a r e  houses  were  o b s e r v e d .  One 
e x c e p t i o n  i s  t h e  l a r g e  H a l e  House o f  1 8 9 0 ;  R i c h a r d s o n i a n  i n  
d e s i g n ,  i t s  ma in  h i p  b l o c k  s i t s  on a  h i g h  f o u n d a t i o n  w i t h  
p r o j e c t i n g  f a c a d e  bays  and c o r n e r  t o w e r ,  i n  c l a p b o a r d  and h a l f  
t i m b e r i n g .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The town h a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1890,  a  l a r g e  2  & 
1 / 2  s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and s i m p l e  
f i n i s h .  L i n c o l n  H a l l  ( u n d a t e d )  i s  a  one s t o r y  p y r a m i d a l  b l o c k  
w i t h  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  i t s  t h r e e  bays  and an eyebrow do rmer  
above;  i t  was a l s o  u s e d  as  a  g r a n g e  ha1 1. 

Commerc ia l  : A 1  & 1 / 2  s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t o r e ,  o r i g i n a l l y  t h r e e  
bays ,  s u r v i v e s  i n  West B o x f o r d .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The o n l y  known m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was a  c a r r i a g e  and wagon shop n e a r  t h e  B & M  
d e p o t  i n  t h e  E a s t  P a r i s h .  T h e r e  i s  no  e v i d e n c e  o f  i t s  s u r v i v a l ,  
n o r  when i t  was d e s t r o y e d .  
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X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1 955 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The t o w n ' s  p r i n c i p a l  t h r o u g h f a r e s  b y  1 9 4 0  were  R o u t e  97 ( I p s w i c h  
Road)  and R o u t e  1 3 3  ( W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t ) .  Between 1 9 4 0  and t h e  e n d  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  h o w e v e r ,  I n t e r s t a t e  95 was c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  B o x f o r d .  The o t h e r  p r i n c i p a l  change  was t h e  l o s s  o f  
B o s t o n  and M a i n e  R a i l  r o a d  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  town  i n  1941.  

A f t e r  a  ha1 f c e n t u r y  o f  d e c l i n e ,  B o x f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  numbered 714 
i n  1915.  I t  f e l l  a  f u l l  23% d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  decade t o  581 p e r s o n s  
i n  1925.  The town t h e n  began a  p e r i o d  o f  s t e a d y  g r o w t h ;  b y  1955  
i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  had  i n c r e a s e d  f u l l y  150% ( 1 1 7 7 ) .  The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  i n  B o x f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was 10.8% i n  1915.  Among t h e  
g r o u p s  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  C a n a d i a n s  d o m i n a t e  ( 3 9 1 ,  f o l l  owed b y  E n g l  i s h  
(161 ,  a n d  I r i s h  ( 7 ) .  I n c r e a s i n g  t o  13.3 % b y  1 9 3 0 ,  i t  t h e n  began 
a  g r a d u a l  d e c l i n e ,  f a l l i n g  u n d e r  10% a g a i n  b y  1940.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

B o x f o r d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  ha1 f o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  change 
when I n t e r s t a t e  95 s u p p l a n t e d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  as  t h e  t o w n ' s  c h i e f  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r t e r y .  Now encompassed w i t h i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  
B o s t o n ' s  commuter  s p h e r e ,  B o x f o r d  was t r a n s f o r m e d  f r o m  s t a g n a t e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  t own  t o  a  r u r a l  o u t p o s t  f o r  u r b a n i t e s .  B u i l d i n g  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n  
h a l l  a f t e r  a  1 9 4 7  f i r e  a n d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s c a t t e r e d  ( p e r h a p s  
more  a f f l u e n t )  homes a l o n g  B o x f o r d ' s  r u r a l  r o a d w a y s .  

D. Economic  Base 

No i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
E a r l y  Modern  B o x f o r d .  The s o l e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s u r v i v o r s ,  t h e  
m a t c h  f a c t o r y  (D iamond  M a t c h )  a n d  t h e  Howe Shoe f a c t o r y  may h a v e  
c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  b u t  t h i s  c a n n o t  b e  c o n f i r m e d .  

T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  B o x f o r d  r e m a i n e d  a  c o m m e r c i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
t own  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  W h i l e  t h e  number o f  sheep was o n l y  
o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  1865  f i g u r e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a s  many h o r s e  a n d  sows i n  
1 9 2 0  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  55 y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  I n  1 9 1 5  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  was a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  same a s  i t  was t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r  o u t n u m b e r e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
w o r k e r s  b y  a l m o s t  t w o  t o  one  ( 1 2 8  a n d  5 8  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  w e r e  25 p e o p l e  i n  t r a d e  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  13 
i n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o b s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  P e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  even  r a r e r  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
p e r i o d ;  a  h a n d f u l  o f  h i s t o r i c  r e v i v a l  houses  s u r v i v e  n e a r  t h e  
v i l l  age c e n t e r s .  
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X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The B o x f o r d  S u r v e y  n e g l e c t s  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o s t  1 8 5 0  s t r u c t u r e s ,  b o t h  
r e s i d e n t i a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  . No o t h e r  b u i l  d i n g  t y p e s  a r e  
c o n s i d e r e d .  I t  i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  , r a t h e r  t h a n  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a g e n t  o f  change  w i t h i n  t h e  town .  
B u i l d i n g s  h a v e  been c o n s t r u c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  i t y  a n d  on  l a r g e  1  o t s  
a l o n g  r u r a l  r o a d s .  T r a c t  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  n o t  y e t  e n t e r e d  t h e  
town.  

X I I .  FINDING A ID :  

F i r s t  P a r i s h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  I n v e n t o r y  #44  
West B o x f o r d  I n v e n t o r y  # 7  
Town H a l l  M i d d l e t o n  Rd. 
West B o x f o r d  V i l l a g e ,  1 8 0 0 - 5 0  W a s h i n g t o n I R t .  1 3 3  and M a i n  S t .  
B o x f o r d  C e n t e r ,  1 8 0 0 - 5 0  George town  Rd. f r o m  M i d d l e t o n  Rd. To M a i n  
S t .  
L i n c o l n  H a l l  
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