
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report 
BOLTON 
 
Report Date: 1983 
 
Associated Regional Report: Central Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 
Reconnaissance Survey Town Reports, produced for MHC’s Statewide Reconnaissance Sur-
vey between 1979 and 1987, introduce the historical development of each of the Common-
wealth’s municipalities. Each report begins with an historic overview, a description of topogra-
phy, and political boundaries. For the purposes of the survey, the historic period has been sub-
divided into seven periods: Contact (1500–1620), Plantation (1620–1675), Colonial (1675–
1775), Federal (1775–1830), Early Industrial (1830-1870), Late Industrial (1870–1915), and 
Early Modern (1915–1940/55). Each report concludes with survey observations that evaluate 
the town’s existing historic properties inventory and highlight significant historic buildings, set-
tlement patterns, and present threats to these resources. A bibliography lists key secondary re-
sources.   
 
Town reports are designed for use together with a series of town maps that demarcate settle-
ment patterns, transportation corridors and industrial sites for each historic period. These maps 
are in the form of color-coded, polyester overlays to the USGS topographic base map for each 
town on file and available for consultation at MHC.  For further information on the organiza-
tion and preparation of town reports, readers should contact MHC.  
 
Users should keep in mind that these reports are now two decades or more old. The informa-
tion they contain, including assessments of existing knowledge, planning recommendations, un-
derstanding of local development, and bibliographic references all date to the time they were 
written. In some cases, information on certain topics was not completed. No attempt has been 
made to update this information.  
 
Electronic text was not available for digital capture, and as a result most of the reports have 
been scanned as PDF files. While all have been processed with optical character recognition, 
there will inevitably be some character recognition errors.  
 
 
 
The activity that is the subject of the MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the 
Interior. This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Office of Equal Oppor-
tunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20240.  

 
 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chair, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02125 
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
mhc@sec.state.ma.us  /  617-727-8470 



MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1 9 8 3  COMMUNITY: B o l  t o n  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The s u r f a c e  o f  B o l t o n  i s  composed o f  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  h i l l s  r a n g i n g  
i n  e l e v a t i o n  f r o m  2 5 0  f e e t  above  sea l e v e l  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  
Nashua and S t i l l  R i v e r s  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  t o  600 f e e t  i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town.  T h i s  c e n t r a l  h i g h  t o w n  i s  a l s o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  Nashua and A s s a b e t  w a t e r s h e d s .  The l a c k  o f  
any m a j o r  s t r e a m s  and r i v e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o w n  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
l o w  l e v e l  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  as  few 
w a t e r  power  s i t e s  e x i s t e d .  

Pecause o f  t h e  g r a d u a l  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  h i l l s  much o f  t h e  l a n d  i s  
c u l t i v a b l e .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  R a t t l e s n a k e  H i l l ,  l a r g e  d e p o s i t s  
o f  l i m e s t o n e  have  been q u a r r i e d  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

E s t a b l i s h e d  as a  t o w n  f r o m  p a r t  o f  L a n c a s t e r  ( 1 6 4 5 )  i n  1738.  P a r t  
i n c l u d e d  i n  d i s t r i c t  o f  B e r l i n ,  1 7 8 4 .  P a r t  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h  annexed  
1829.  Bounds w i t h  M a r l b o r o u g h  e s t a b l i s h e d  1838.  P a r t  annexed  t o  
Hudson 1868 .  

111.  HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A r e s i d e n t i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  commun i t y  on t h e  u p l a n d s  e a s t  o f  
t h e  Nashua R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  on an  h i s t o r i c  E.W. c o r r i d o r .  P o s s i b l e  
n a t i v e  s i t e s  a t  West and L i t t l e  Ponds.  Eu ropean  s e t t l e m e n t  ca .  
1 6 7 5  o n  L a n c a s t e r  2nd a n d  3 r d  d i v i s i o n  l a n d s  e a s t  o f  Nashua 
V a l l e y ,  on sunny s l o p e s  o f  Wataquadock  Pange. P r o s p e r o u s ,  
d i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w i t h  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
o r c h a r d  and d a i r y  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .  E a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c e n t r a l  
v i l l a g e .  No m a j o r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Many 
f a r m s t e a d s  i n t a c t ,  w i t h  n o t a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s  s u r v i v i n g ,  
o n  Wataquadock a n d  L o n g  H i l l s .  A r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b u r b  f o r  
s u r r o u n d i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  t o w n s ,  and more  r e c e n t l y  an e x u r b  f o r  t h e  
g r e a t e r  1 -495  c o r r i d o r .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

P r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e s  f o l l o w  L o n g  H i l l  and M a i n  S t r e e t s  
m e r g i n g ,  c o n t i n u e  e a s t  a l o n g  V a i n  S t .  and W i l d e r  Road t o w a r d  t h e  
Nashua c o n f l u e n c e ,  and p o s s i b l y  a1 t e r n a t e  r o u t e  o v e r  Wataquaudock 
H i l l  t o  l o w e r  Nashua. N o r t h / S o u t h  r o u t e  c o n t i n u e s  f r o m  
C l  i n t o n / L a n c a s t e r  t o w a r d  H a r v a r d  a l o n g  S t i l l  R i v e r .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

L o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  e a s t  o f  t h e  Nashua R i v e r  f r o m  t h e  more  p e r m a n e n t  
camps o f  t h e  Nashua g r o u p  o f  o f  N ipmucks  l o c a t e d  i n  L a n c a s t e r  a n d  
S t e r l i n g .  S m a l l  and s h o r t  t e r m  camps. 



C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s  

S e a s o n a l  use  o f  t h e  h i l l y  a r e a  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  h u n t i n g  and p o s s i b l y  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1  6 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o n t i n u e d  use  o f  n a t i v e - t r a i l s  b y  c o l o n i a l s  f r o m  L a n c a s t e r  n o r t h  
t o  G r o t o n  and  second d i v i s i o n  l a n d s ,  and e a s t  t o  S u d b u r y  and  a l s o  
t o  second d i v i s i a n  l a n d s .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

T h i s  a r e a ,  w i t h  d a u g h t e r  t o w n  B e r l i n ,  was t h e  s o u t h e a s t  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  L a n c a s t e r  g r a n t  o f  1 0  m i  b y  8 m i  f r o m  Nashaway S o l a n  i n  1643.  
E v i d e n c e  o f  some c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  on t h e  Wataquadock H i l l  as  
g a r r i s o n e d  house  t h e r e  a t t a c k e d  i n  1674.  Reduced n a t i v e  use  i n  
t h i s  p e r i o d  as  Nashaways w i t h d r a w  t o  t h e  w e s t  and e p i d e m i c  and 
Mohawk w a r s  k i l l  many. 

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s  

Reduced,  p e r h a p s  e l i m i n a t i v e ,  n a t i v e  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  C o l o n i a l  use  
a s  o u t l y i n g  f i e l d s  o f  L a n c a s t e r  P o p u l a t i o n ,  p r i m a r i l y  a s  u p l a n d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675 -1  7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

A d d i t i o n  o f  n o r t h / s o u t h  r o u t e s  b e t w e e n  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s  and 
n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s :  S o u t h  B o l  t o n  Road; B e r l i n  Road t o  
F r y v i l l e ;  Green and H a r v a r d  Roads; E a s t  End f r o m  M a i n  S t r e e t .  
A d d i t i o n a l  e a s t / w e s t  r o u t e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  a l o n g  S u g a r  a n d  G o l d e n  Pun 
Roads. 

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

S e t t l e m e n t  b e g i n s  s l o w l y  a f t e r  K i n g  P h i l l i p ' s  War, f i r s t  n e a r  
Wataquadock H i 1  1, where  one g a r r i s o n  l o c a t e d  b y  1704.  I n c r e a s i n g  
numbers  o f  r e s i d e n t s  on d i s p e r s e d  fa rms  t o  w a r r a n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  new t o w n  i n  1738 .  M e e t i n g  house,  pound,  p a r s o n a g e ,  i n n ,  b u t  
l i t t l e  e l s e  n e a r  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r .  

Few f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e .  E l e v e n  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  L a n c a s t e r  C h u r c h  w i t h  
f o r m a t i o n  h e r e  i n  1741.  F r i e n d s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t o w n  r e c o r d s  as  
e a r l y  as 1742,  members o f  Sa lem m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g .  By 1779 
p r e p a r a t i v e  m e e t i n g  and c o m m u n i t y  l o c a t e d  i n  s o u t h ,  on  B e r l i n  
b o r d e r  a t  F r y v i l l e ,  w i t h  own b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  and s c h o o l .  

B a p t i s t s  w o r s h i p p e d  w i t h  N o r t h b o r o  o r  S t i l l  R i v e r  g r o u p s .  One o f  
r e g i o n ' s  e a r l  i e s t  c h u r c h  d i s p u t e  o v e r  m i n i s t e r i a l  a u t h o r i t y  
r e s u l t s  i n  s p l i t  b e t w e e n  p r o  m i n i s t e r i a l  v e t o  a n d  Toy  Goss, ca .  9  
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m a l e  members, and h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  W a l l e y ,  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  ( 1 8 )  
m a j o r i t y  f r o m  1770  t o  1789.  The f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u t h  p a r i s h  i n  
1778  was, i n  p a r t ,  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  d i v i s i o n .  

D .  Economic  Base: 

P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy w i t h  e a r l y  l i m e  k i l n s  and p o t a s h ,  
p l u s  t w o  s a w / g r i s t  m i l l s .  P a s t u r a g e  i n  u p l a n d s ,  p l u s  g r a i n  
c u l t i v a t i o n .  Some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  p o o r  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  i n c r e a s e  i n  w a r n i n g  o u t  o f  non r e s i d e n t s ( l 7 5 0 s )  
f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  s e t t i n g  t h e  p o o r  t o  work as  w e l l  as 
a n  a t t e m p t  a t  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  w o r k h o u s e  ( 1 7 6 2 ) .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Some s e t t l e m e n t  i n  B o l t o n  r e g i o n  b e f o r e  1676  i s  
p o s s i b l e  w i t h  r e s e t t l e m e n t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  K i n g  P h i l 1  i p ' s  War. No 
r e c o r d  o f  any b u i l d i n g s  p r e d a t i n g  1700 .  M a j o r  house  f o r m  f o r  
p e r i o d  a p p e a r s  t o  be  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y .  Some 
f i v e - b a y  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  houses  a r e  r e c o r d e d .  C o t t a g e s  a r e  
documented b u t  f e w  a p p e a r  t o  s u r v i v e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  F i r s t  m e e t i n g  house  i s  e r e c t e d  i n  1740.  S c h o o l  
house  e r e c t e d  n e a r  m e e t i n g  house  i n  1744 .  I n  1 7 6 0  t o w n  v o t e d  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  f i v e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  e a c h  t o  be 1 6 '  x 1 6 '  w i t h  
c h i m n e y s .  

Commerc ia l  : L i t t l e ,  i f  any ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  r e g i o n  a s i d e  
f r o m  t a v e r n s  and i n n s  w h i c h  e x i s t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  
b e g i n n i n g  i n  1718.  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Used saw and g r i s t m i l l s ,  t a n n e r i e s  f o r  p e r i o d ;  
c o o p e r i n g  and c i d e r  m i l l s ;  l i m e  q u a r r y  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b y  end o f  
p e r i o d .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775-1  8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The c o l o n i a l  h i g h w a y s  r e m a i n  i n  u s e  w i t h  s e v e r a l  t h r o u g h - r o u t e s .  
The E a s t / W e s t  G r e a t  Road r u n s  f r o m  L a n c a s t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  
t o  Stow and B o s t o n  ( W i l d e r  S t r e e t ,  M a i n  S t r e e t ) .  A N o r t h / S o u t h  
h i g h w a y  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t  Road r u n s  t o  M a r l b o r o u g h  ( L o n g  H i l l  Road) .  
A N o r t h / S o u t h  r o u t e  r u n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  ( H a r v a r d  Road, B e r l i n  
R o a d ) .  I n  1806,  t h e  L a n c a s t e r - B o l t o n  T u r n p i k e  ( M a i n  S t r e e t  e a s t  
o f  N o u r s e  Road) opens a  more  d i r e c t  E a s t / W e s t  r o u t e .  

B.. P o p u l a t i o n :  

1776  p o p u l a t i o n  ( 1 2 1 0 )  i n c l u d e s  mos t  o f  B e r l i n  d i s t r i c t  f o r m e d  
1784 .  P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  ( + 3 9 2 )  f r o m  1 7 9 0  t o  1 8 3 0  ( 1 2 5 3 ) .  
G r e a t e s t  g r o w t h  1810-1820  ( + 1 9 2 ) .  Q u a k e r  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  b e g i n  
1791.  Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  house  b u i l t  1793.  H i 1  1  s i d e  
( E v a n g e l i c a l  ) c h u r c h  f o r m e d  1830s  w i t h  members f r o m  B e r l i n ,  
001 t o n ,  L a n c a s t e r ,  H a r v a r d ,  and Stow.  S o c i a l  1 i b r a r y  fo rmed  1800.  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

C o n t i n u e d  p r o s p e r o u s ,  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w i t h  many 
l a r g e ,  h i g h - s t y l e  r e s i d e n c e s .  S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  
b u i l t  i n  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t o w n  ca .  1799.  Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
m e e t i n g  house  ( " l a r g e ,  e l e g a n t . .  ." W h i t n e y )  b u i l t  1793 .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  ( p r o b a b l y  181 0 )  i n  c e n t e r  on  d r i e r ,  
s o u t h  s i d e  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  w e s t  o f  m e e t i n g  house .  S t o r e  a t  M a i n  
S t r e e t / B e r l i n  Road i n t e r s e c t i o n .  S m a l l e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  c l u s t e r s  
d i s p e r s e d  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t .  

D. Economic  Base 

The r i c h  f o r e s t s  and g e o l o g i c  d e p o s i t s  o f  B o l t o n  s u p p l e m e n t e d  i t s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  A l i m e  d e p o s i t  
was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1736 o n  t h e  n o r t h  e a s t e r l y  s i d e  o f  R a t t l e s n a k e  
H i l l  and was q u a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  m i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  y i e l d i n g  
15 ,000-20,000 b u s h e l s  o f  l i m e  a n n u a l l y .  Two b r i c k y a r d s  on  t h e  
e a s t  s h o r e  o f  t h e  Nashua R i v e r  were  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  end o f  
t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  p r o d u c i n g  200,000 b r i c k s  a n n u a l l y  i n  1793.  Two 
saw m i l l s ,  t w o  p o t a s h  w o r k s ,  and s e v e r a l  c o o p e r a g e s  were  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  1 7 9 0 ' s  a s  w e r e  t w o  g r i s t m i l l s  and a  f u l l i n g  
m i l l .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a  h a t m a k e r  and t w o  t a n n e r i e s ,  one 
i n  Wataquadock Rrook  i n  t h e  s o u t h  and a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  we re  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  D e g r e e  o f  c a r r y - o v e r  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  c h i m n e y  f o r m  
f r o m  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  i s  h a r d  t o  d e t e r m i n e .  Emergence o f  d o u b l e  
c h i m n e y  end and r e a r  w a l l  c h i m n e y s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  p e r i o d .  The 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  have  h i p p e d  r o o f s .  Two b r i c k  y a r d s  were  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  b y  1793 r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  b r i c k  
houses  d a t i n g  r o u g h l y  f r o m  1810-1830 .  F o u r  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  b r i c k  
h o u s e s  a r e  documented as  w e l l  as  t w o  end c h i m n e y  and t h r e e  r e a r  
w a l l  c h i m n e y  b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .  T h r e e  s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  
d w e l l i n g s  d i s p l a y  s y m m e t r i c a l  f i v e - b a y  e l l  f a c a d e s .  O f  t h e  t h r e e  
p o p u l a r  p e r i o d  house f o r m s ,  t h e  d o u b l e  and r e a r  w a l l  ch imney  t y p e s  
a p p e a r  t o  have  been t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A second  m e e t i n g  house  e r e c t e d  i n  1793 .  Q u a k e r s  
o r g a n i z e  i n  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t own  n e a r  F r y v i l l e  a t  B e r l i n  l i n e  
i n  1799,  b u i l d  m e e t i n g  house  and s c h o o l .  B a p t i s t s  o r g a n i z e  i n  
1828,  and H i l l s i d e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1785,  t o w n  
a p p a r e n t l y  r e - d i s t r i c t s  t h e  s c h o o l s  and i n  1790  v o t e s  t h a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  s c h o o l  s h o u l d  be  2 0 '  x 2 0 '  and t h e  o t h e r s  1 8 '  x 1 8 '  e a c h  t o  
have  a  p o r c h  and a  8 '  shed.  I n n s  and t a v e r n s  t h r o u g h o u t  p e r i o d ,  
m o s t  p o p u l a r  b e i  no  Ho lman w h i c h  f l o u r i s h e d  f r o m  1800-1  810 
( b u i l d i n g  i s  now h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  B o l t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  and  
has  been e x t e n s i v e l y  a1 t e r e d ) .  G e n e r a l  s t o r e s  d e v e l o p e d  a r o u n d  
t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  Ca. 1820,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  b r i c k  
g e n e r a l  s t o r e  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : L i t t l e  ma,jor i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y :  f u l l i n g  m i l  1 ,  
b r i c k y a r d s ,  combmaking,  and q u a r r y i n g  o f  l i m e .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Bolton



EAPLY INDUSTRIAL PEPIOD ( 1  830 -1  8 7 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  n e t w o r k  r e m a i n s  i n  use.  I n  1866 ,  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  B r a n c h  R a i l  r o a d  ( B o s t o n ,  C l i n t o n .  F i t c h b u r g )  opens  
f r o m  N o r t h b o r o u g h  t o  S t e r l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x t r e m e  S o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  
o f  t own .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  s t a b i l i z e s  and f l u c t u a t e s  a r o u n d  1200,  1830-1855.  
I n c r e a s e s  ( + 2 4 7 )  1855  ( 1 2 5 5 )  t o  1 8 6 5  ( 1 8 0 2 ) ,  t h e n  s h a r p  d r o p  
( - 4 8 8 )  b y  1870,  w i t h  l o s s  o f  p a r t  o f  t o w n  t o  Hudson ( 1 8 6 8 ) .  
F o r e i g n  b o r n  9% o f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  1865 .  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  f o r m e d  1832  
( c h u r c h  b u i l t  1841 ) .  M e t h o d i s t  S o c i e t y  b r i e f l y  a c t i v e ,  1860-61,  
F a r m e r s  C l u b  f o r m e d  1 8 4 6  , becomes F a r m e r s  and M e c h a n i c s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  f o r m e d  1856.  U n i o n  Lyceum a c t i v e  
1859-1  869.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c i v i c  c l u s t e r  i n  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f i r s t  
B a p t i s t  ( 1 8 4 1  ) s e c o n d  B a p t i s t  ( 1 8 6 6 )  m e e t i n g  house ;  r e m o d e l l e d  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  ( 1 8 4 4 ) ;  f i r s t  ( 1 8 3 4 ) ,  and s e c o n d  ( 1 8 6 6 )  town  
h a l l s  ; a n d  H o u g h t o n  S c h o o l  ( 1 8 4 7 ) .  C o n t i n u e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w e s t  o f  c i v i c  c e n t e r  o f  H a r v a r d  S t r e e t .  L i n e a r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  more  e x t e n s i v e ,  l e s s  dense,  e a s t  o f  c i v i c  
c e n t e r .  Sons o f  Temperance H a l l  i n  use ,  1870.  

D. Economic  Base 

B o l t o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  i n c r e a s e  i n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
c o n c e r n s  up t o  m i d - c e n t u r y ,  when t h e  v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e s  
e x c e e d e d  $69,0000.  By 1837 b o o t s  and shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and comb 
m a k i n g  were  e s t a b l  i s h e d .  F o r t y  e m p l o y e e s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  n e a r l y  
21,000 p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and shoes  w h i l e  24 w o r k e r s  p r o d u c e d  $21,000 
w o r t h  o f  combs i n  f i v e  shops .  I n  t h e  1830s,  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  
c a r d s  was i n t r o d u c e d ;  2000 p a i r s  o f  c a r d s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  B o s t o n  
m a r k e t  i n  1836.  A p l o u g h  m a n u f a c t o r y ,  a  s a d d l e ,  h a r n e s s  and t r u n k  
m a n u f a c t o r y ,  and a shoe box  m i l l  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  m i d - c e n t u r y .  
By 1 8 6 5  o n l y  t h e  pump f a c t o r y  and box m i l l  r e m a i n e d ,  j o i n e d  b y  a 
c h u r n  maker  and p l u m b e r s '  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  The p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  l i m e  
had c e a s e d  a s  had combmaking,  and t h e  v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e s  f e l l  
t o  o n l y  $27,000. 

C o n t i n u i t y  o c c u r r e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  b o o t  and shoe m a n u f a c t u r e  and i n  
t h e  l u m b e r  and v a r i o u s  wood w o r k i n g  t r a d e s .  I n  1865,  f o u r  
s a w m i l l s  c u t  n e a r l y  o n e - h a l f  m i l l i o n  f e e t  o f  b o a r d s .  I n  1853  t h e  
B o l t o n  Shoe Company was o r g a n i z e d  and a  f a c t o r y  b u i l t  i n  B o l t o n  
C e n t e r  o p p o s i t e  t h e  Town House.  By t h e  1870s ,  t h i s  t o o  had c l o s e d .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  a l s o  began t o  be  d i v e r s i f i e d  a s  f a r m e r s  e x p e r i m e n t e d  
w i t h  v a r i o u s  c r o p s  d u r i n g  t h e  1840s  and  50s .  S e v e r a l  a c r e s  o f  
hops  were  g r o w n  and a  s m a l l  a u a n t i t y  o f  t o b a c c o  was r a i s e d  a n d  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n t o  s n u f f  and c i g a r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  1840s  and 70s .  I n  
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t h e  1830s  and 40s  l a r g e  numbers  o f  m u l b e r r y  t r e e s  were  p l a n t e d  and 
s i l k w o r m  c u l t u r e  was a t t e m p t e d .  F i f t y  pounds o f  r a w  s i l k  were  
p r o d u c e d  i n  1845,  b u t  t h e  c u l t u r e  was soon abandoned as 
i m p r a c t i c a l  and u n s u i t e d  t o  Mew E n g l a n d .  

By 1875, t h e  s h i f t  t o  m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  d a i r y i n g  had o c c u r r e d ,  as 
n e a r l y  128,000 g a l l o n s  o f  m i l k  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  t h a t  y e a r .  A p p l e  
o r c h a r d s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  s i z e  and v a l u e ,  w i t h  85,000 g a l l o n s  o f  c i d e r  
a n d  23,000 b u s h e l s  o f  a p p l e s  h a r v e s t e d .  C i d e r ,  v i n e g a r ,  a n d  
l u m b e r  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  more  t h a n  80% o f  t h e  $31,000 v a l u e  o f  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  f o o d s  i n  1875 .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  C e n t e r ,  end,  and d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  house fo rms  a r e  
f o u n d  i n  s m a l l  numbers  b u t  b y  f a r ,  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  d w e l l i n g  o f  
t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  o n e - t w o - s t o r y  t h r e e - b a y  g a b l e  end  s i d e - p a s s a g e  
p l a n .  These a r e  f o u n d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  Greek  R e v i v a l  
d e t a i l  and t o w a r d s  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  I t a l i a n a t e  t r i m .  
Some l a t e r  examp les  a r e  o n l y  t w o  b a y s  w i d e ,  o n l y  one t w o - s t o r y ,  
d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  mu1 t i - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  e r e c t e d  as h o u s i n g  f o r  t h e  
B o l  t o n  Shoe Company ( 1 8 4 5 - 5 9 )  s u r v i v e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The 1793 m e e t i n g  house was e x t e n s i v e l y  r e m o d e l l e d  
i n  1 8 4 4  i n  t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  s t y l e  . A g o t h i c  p o r t i c o  was added,  
w indows w e r e  a l t e r e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t e d  a r c h  f o r m ,  t h e  s o u a r e  t o w e r  
was c r e n e l l a r e d  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  changes  were  made t o  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  box pews w i t h  s l i p  pews and 
f r i s c a l i n g  t h e  p l a s t e r e d  w a l l s .  The f i r s t  B o l  t o n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
b u i l d i n g  i s  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  i n  1841 ( l a t e r  t o  become 
t h e  f i r e  h o u s e ) ,  and i n  1 8 5 9  t h e  H i l l s i d e  B a p t i s t  Church  f o u n d e d .  
A s h o r t - l i v e d  M e t h o d i s t  s o c i e t y  i s  f o r m e d  i n  1860-61 .  D u r i n g  t h e  
1860s  a  new f rame g a b l e  e n d  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  Church  i s  e r e c t e d  b y  
t h e  B a p t i s t s .  The f i r s t  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e .  The 
H o u g h t o n  S c h o o l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  and a  b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  1849.  
Two g a b l e d  f rame s c h o o l  houses  a r e  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
M e n t i o n  i s  made o f  t h e  b r i c k  s c h o o l h o u s e  b e i n g  r e b u i l t  i n  1832.  An 
e n g i n e  house  i s  documented as  e a r l y  as  1 8 3 3 ( ? ) .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  I n n s  and t a v e r n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  f l o u r i s h  u n t i l  m i d  
c e n t u r y .  A t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  end f r a m e  s t o r e  i s  r e c o r d e d  b y  1 8 3 3 ( ? ) .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Comb-maki ng  a p p e a r s  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  e a r l y  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  p e r i o d ;  f i v e  f a c t o r i e s  a r e  documen ted  i n  1837.  D u r i n g  t h e  
1830s ,  and u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o d u c e  s i l k  was made. The 
b o o t  and shoe i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  and f r o m  ca.  
1 8 4 0  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  h a t  m a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  was 
s u c c e s s f u l .  

V I  11. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870 -1  91 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

No s i g n i f i c a n t  changes  i n  t o w n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  C e n t r a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
R a i l r o a d  opens s e r v i c e  w i t h  a s t a t i o n  a t  B o l  t on /Hudson ,  i n  1881 
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w i t h  a  s t a t i o n  a  " S o u t h  B o l t o n . "  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  C l i n t o n - H u d s o n  
S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  b e g i n s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  1 9 0 0  t h r o u g h  t h i s  a r e a .  

P .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  d r o p s  ( - 2 4 6 )  t h r o u g h  p e r i o d  f r o m  1870 ( 1 0 1 4 )  t o  1915 
( 7 6 8 )  r e m a i n i n g  s t a b l e  a t  3 u s t  u n d e r  800, 1895-1915 .  55 I r i s h ,  1 3  
C a n a d i a n s ,  1875.  48  I r i s h ,  21 Nova S c o t i a n s ,  1 4  Germans, 1885.  
26 Germans, 25 I r i s h ,  1 7  Nova S c o t i a n s ,  w i t h  s m a l l  numbers o f  
o t h e r  g r o u p s  p r e s e n t ,  1905.  C e n t r a l  Temperance U n i o n  a c t i v e  
1870s .  R e f o r m  C l u b  a c t i v e  1884-85 .  Grange f o r m e d  1887 .  L i b r a r y  
b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  ( 1  9 0 3 ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

L i b r a r y  b u i l t  ( 1 9 0 3 )  o n  w e s t  s i d e  o f  c e n t e r .  Some c o t t a g e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  S o u t h  B o l  t o n  a r e a .  L i t t l e  o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

D. Economic  Base 

The l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s  saw f u r t h e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  B o l  t o n ' s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  By 1 8 9 5  o n l y  t h r e e  
c a r r i a g e s  and wagonmakers,  a  b u i l d e r ,  a  c i d e r  m i l l ,  s a w m i l l ,  and 
g r i s t m i l  1 ,  and b l a c k s m i  t h / w h e e l w r i g h t  r e m a i n e d .  

D a i r y i n g  r e m a i n e d  t h e  l e a d i n g  b r a n c h  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  v a l u e d  
b e t w e e n  30 -35% o f  t h e  t o t a l  p r o d u c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w h i l e  
t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  m i l k  p r o d u c e d  i n c r e a s e d  more  t h a n  5 - f o l d  b e t w e e n  
1 8 7 5  and 1 8 8 5 a l o n e .  P o u l t r y  p r o d u c t i o n  more  t h a n  d o u b l e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  same p e r i o d ,  r i s i n g  t o  10% o f  t h e  t o t a l  n e a r l y  even  w i t h  f r u i t  
p r o d u c t s .  The e x p a n d i n g  m a r k e t s  o f  B o s t o n  and t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c e n t e r s  o f  C l i n t o n ,  Hudson,  West R o y l s t o n ,  and 
W o r c e s t e r  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  much o f  t h e  e a r l y  g r o w t h  i n  B o l t o n ' s  
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  o u t p u t .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  P o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e s  s t e a d i l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  
and t h i s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  absence  o f  any  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y .  
The one and t w o - s t o r y  s i d e  p a s s a g e  p l a n  r e m a i n s  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  
house f o r m  w i t h  some t w o - b a y  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  l a t e r  and  
o f t e n  have  an o r i e l  o r  bay w indow and o c c a s i o n a l l y  somewhat more 
e l a b o r a t e  d e t a i l  ( b r a c k e t s  and c a n o p i e s  o v e r  t h e  d o o r s )  t h a n  t h e  
e a r l i e r  t h r e e - b a y  houses .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : S c h o o l  s  a r e  c o n s o l  i d a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and b y  1 8 9 9  a r e  g r a d e d .  I n  1903,  a  one -and  
o n e - h a l f  f i e l d s t o n e  T u d o r  R e v i v a l  L i b r a r y  i s  e r e c t e d .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  The u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t h r o u g h  R o l t o n  i n  1872 m u s t  have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  any 
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  No d e v e l o p m e n t  r e c o r d e d  f o r  p e r i o d ;  l a c k  o f  r a i l r o a d  
c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  d e c l i n e .  
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I X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  91  5 -1  9 4 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

A u t o m o b i l e  h i g h w a y s  a r e  d e v e l o p e d  b y  m i d  1920s  and a  number o f  
r o a d s  a r e  i m p r o v e d ,  i n c l  u d i n g  r o a d s  f r o m  C l  i n t o n  (Wataquadock  
Road) ,  L e o m i n s t e r  ( R o u t e  1 1 7 ) ,  Hudson ( R o u t e  8 5 ) ,  and Stow and 
B o s t o n  ( R o u t e  1 1 7 ) ,  and t h e  C l i n t o n - H a r v a r d  Poad ( R o u t e  1 1 0 ) .  

By t h e  1930s  t h e s e  a r e  paved  a l o n g  w i t h  s e c a n d a r y  N o r t h s o u t h  r o a d s  
t o  H a r v a r d  and B e r l i n .  S i n g l e  runway  a i r p o r t  a c t i v e ,  m i d  1 9 3 0 ' s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n s  s t a b l e  o v e r  p e r i o d  1915  ( 7 6 8 )  t o  1940 ( 7 7 5 )  b u t  
f l u c t u a t e s  i r r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  a  h i g h  ( 8 0 1 )  i n  1 9 2 5  and a  l o w  ( 5 3 9 )  
i n  1935. Emerson S c h o o l  b u i l t  1922.  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  P a p t i s t  and 
F r i e n d s  S o c i e t i e s  u n i t e  i n  F e d e r a t e d  Church ,  1931 .  

C .  S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n s  

I n  c e n t e r ,  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  r e m o d e l l e d ,  1921.  Emerson S c h o o l  b u i l t ,  
1926 .  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  b u r n s ,  1 9 2 6 ,  r e b u i l t  1928,  becomes 
F e d e r a t e d  C h u r c h  m e e t i n g  house  1931.  L i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  Some r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l  i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  L i t t l e  
Pond (Camp ~ e s o l u t e )  and  West Pond (Camp V i r g i n i a ) .  

D. Economic  Base 

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  
economy o f  B o l t o n .  Towards  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n  1937,  t h e  
l i m e  q u a r r y  was r e o p e n e d  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i m e .  
D a i r y i n g ,  v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n i n g ,  p o u l t r y  r a i s i n g ,  and t h e  
c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  a p p l e  t r e e s  c o n t i n u e d  as t h e  m a j o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p u r s u i t s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  V e r y  l i t t l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  e v i d e n t  f o r  p e r i o d .  S m a l l  
numbers  o f  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  i n f l  uenced  d w e l l  i ngs and one 
r e m o d e l  1  i n g  o f  a  1793 house .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Emerson S c h o o l ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  h i p p e d  r o o f  b r i c k  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  h u i l t  i n  1922 ,  L u t h e r  C .  G r e e n l e a f ,  
a r c h i t e c t .  1793 m e e t i n g  house  b u r n s  i n  1926 and  r e p l a c e d  i n  1928 
b y  a  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  end  f r a m e  C o l o n i a l  P e v i v a l  c h u r c h  d e s i g n e d  b y  
E d w i n  T. C h a p i n  o f  W o r c e s t e r .  

Commerc ia l  : No e v i d e n c e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : No i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  f o r  p e r i o d .  
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