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MIIC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: J u l y ,  1 9 8 3  COMMUNITY: B l a c k s t o n e  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

B l a c k s t o n e  is  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of W o r c e s t e r  
County .  Roughly  t h e  s h a p e  of a  s q u a r e  a b o u t  3 . 5  m i l e s  on a  s i d e ,  
t h e  town i s  c r o s s e d  b y  two r i v e r s  and a  l a r g e  s t r e a m :  t h e  
B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r  which f l o w s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  of t h e  
town,  and two of i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  and Fox Brook.  
The f o r m e r  f l o w s  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a s t e r n  t h i r d  of t h e  
town and j o i n s  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  i n  Woonsocke t ,  R . I .  S e v e r a l  f o r m e r  
m i l l  ponds  s t r e t c h  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  f rom t h e  Woonsocket  b o r d e r  
t o  E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e .  

The t o w n ' s  s u r f a c e  r i s e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and n o r t h w e s t  f r o m  t h e  
B l a c k s t o n e  and M i l l  R i v e r  V a l l e y s  t o  more t h a n  400 f e e t  above  s e a  
l e v e l .  The s o i l s  a r e  composed l a r g e l y  of  t h e  g l a c i a l l y  fo rmed  and 
d e p o s i t e d  G l o u c e s t e r  s e r i e s  d e r i v e d  f rom g r a n i t e  and g n e i s s .  They 
r a n g e  f rom s t o n y  f i n e  s a n d y  loam i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  of t h e  town 
t o  f i n e  s a n d y  loam i n  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  V a l l e y  a n d  N o r t h  of Fox 
Brook.  The l a t t e r  s o i l s ,  o f t e n  e x c e s s i v e l y  d r a i n e d ,  a r e  well  
s u i t e d  t o  p a s t u r e  and mowing and s u p p o r t e d  a  number of d a i r y  
f a r m s .  G r a i n s  and v e g e t a b l e s  were a l s o  grown,  b u t  f ew commerc ia l  
o r c h a r d s  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  C u r r e n t l y ,  l a r g e  g r a v e l  a n d  
s a n d  p i t s  mine t h e  e x t e n s i v e  s a n d y  h i l l s .  The s t o n y  loam of t h e  
w e s t e r n  h a l f  of t h e  town i s  b e t t e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l  and s u p p o r t e d  
e x t e n s i v e  d a i r i e s  and m a r k e t  g a r d e n s  a s  well a s  s e v e r a l  commerc ia l  
o r c h a r d s .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

P a r t  of  o r i g i n a l  Mendon g r a n t ,  1667.  E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  s o u t h  p a r i s h ,  
1769 .  E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  town of B l a c k s t o n e  f rom p a r t  of Mendon, 
1845 .  P a r t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  M i l l v i l l e ,  1916 .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

I n d u s t r i a l - s u b u r b a n  town a t  t h e  e d g e  of t h e  Woonsocket ,  Rhode 
I s l a n d  u r b a n  a r e a  s e t  i n  t h e  R l a c k s t o n e  and M j l l  R i v e r  V a l l e y s  a s  
a  p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a  of Mendon c a .  1705 .  D i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
u p l a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  b y  d i v e r s e ,  n o n c o n f o r m i s t  
p o p u l a t i o n .  S u f f i c i e n t  numbers  t o  f o r m  s o u t h  p a r i s h ,  1769 .  
Growth and d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  a f t e r  1 8 1 0  i n  
B l a c k s t o n e  V i l l a g e  a r e a  w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a t  E a s t  
B l a c k s t o n e .  F u r t h e r  g r o w t h  s t i m u l a t e d  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
B l a c k s t o n e  V a l l e y  a s  r e g i o n a l  c a n a l - r a i l r o a d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
c o r r i d o r .  Immigran t  l a b o r  f o r c e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  I r i s h .  L a t e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  g r o w t h  of n e i g h b o r i n g  Woonsocket  s t i m u l a t e s  f r i n g e  
c e m e t e r y  and s t r e e t c a r  s u b u r b  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  s o u t h e a s t ,  l a t e r  
e x t e n d e d  a s  p o s t - 1 9 4 0  a u t o m o b i l e  s u b u r b s .  Only  f r a g m e n t a r y  
s u r v i v a l  of i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x e s  b u t  c l u s t e r s  of 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  r e m a i n  b o t h  i n  B l a c k s t o n e  and  E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e  and  
t h e  g e n e r a l  r e s i d e n t i a l - i n s t i t u t i o n a l - c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  
R l a c k s t o n e  V i l l a g e  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t ,  t h o u g h  d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  



IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R.outes 

B l a c k s t o n e  and M i l l  R i v e r  V a l l e y  c o r r i d o r s  and n o r t h w e s t  
h i g h l a n d s .  C o n j e c t u r e d  M i l l  R i v e r  t r a i l  on E l m  S t r e e t .  
C o n j e c t u r e d  s o u t h w e s t  t r a i l  ( L i n c o l n  S t r e e t )  a c r o s s  Hop and Fox 
Brooks w i t h  b ranch  t o  R lacks  tone  R i v e r  F a l l s  ( B l a c k s t o n e  S t r e e t ) .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

The a r e a  now B l a c k s t o n e  s e r v e d  a s  an a r e a  f o r  s e a s o n a l  h u n t i n g  and 
g a t h e r i n g  from t h e  l a r g e r  b a s e  camp l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  now i n  
Uxbr idge .  The M i l l  R i v e r  i n  t h e  e a s t ,  and t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  i n  t h e  
s o u t h ,  p r o v i d e d  s i t e s  f o r  f i s h i n g  and a g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e r e f o r e ,  
were  used more i n t e n s e l y  t h a n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t .  I t  i s  
n o t  c l e a r  how p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  N a r r a g a n s e t t  and Wompanoag 
"bo rde r s "  may have e f f e c t e d  d e n s i t y  and u s e .  

S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s  

F i s h i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  anadromous r u n s  i n  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  of 
p a r t i c u l a r  impor t ance .  Some a g r i c u l t u r e  on t e r r a c e s ,  h u n t i n g  i n  
u p l a n d s .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s  

The number of s i t e s  l o c a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  R t  146 s u r v e y  i n  Uxbr idge ,  
e t c . ,  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  i n d i c a t e s  a  d e n s i t y  of s i t e s  f a r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  
h a s  been p r e d i c t e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  t h i s  i n l a n d  a r e a .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1.675) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Con tac t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

No I n f o r m a t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

The a r e a  now B l a c k s t o n e  was t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  l a r g e  
Mendon g r a n t .  No permanent  s e t t l e m e n t  by c o l o n i a l s  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  Format ion  of a  C h r i s t i a n  community a t  Waentuck t o  t h e  
wes t  i n  Uxbridge may have  reduced  n a t i v e  use  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

E a r l y  p e r i o d  r o u t e s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e .  Rehoboth Road (Elm S t r e e t )  
improved by  1698. E a s t / w e s t  c o r r i d o r  p a t h s  deve lop  (Bel l ingham 
Road, Summer S t r e e t ,  Milk S t r e e t ) .  
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B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

Few f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  b e c a u s e  p a r t  of  Mendon. 

Whi le  most  c o l o n i s t s  of Mendon c l u s t e r e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  of t h e  
town,  b y  1722 enough  had  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h  s o  t h a t  s c h o o l  
t e a c h i n g  was r e q u i r e d  i n  what  i s  now B l a c k s t o n e  and i t s  d a u g h t e r  
town,  M i l l v i l l e  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  By 1766  t h e s e  two r e c e i v e d  
s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t u s  a s  T h i r d  o r  S o u t h  P a r i s h  Mendon. The 
m e e t i n g h o u s e  l o c a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  west ,  M i l l v i l l e ,  and t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  
t o  s e t t l e  m i n i s t e r s ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  f a i l u r e  of t h e  a r e a  t o  
become t h e  town f o c u s .  

D .  Economic Base  

A g r i c u l t u r e  p r o v i d e s  p r i m a r y  employment w i t h  b e s t  l a n d  i n  M i l l  
R i v e r  V a l l e y  f o r  g r a i n s  and p a s t u r a g e  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  A s  p a r t  of  
Mendon, P r u i t t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  i t  a s  a n  E g a l i t a r i a n  Farm community. 
Mills on t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  b y  1 7 0 0 .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Few s t r u c t u r e s  r e m a i n  s t a n d i n g  f rom t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  A. s m a l l  
number of t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n s  and  a  
o n e - s t o r y ,  f  i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  were o b s e r v e d .  A d d i t i o n a l  
t w o - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  chimney h o u s e s  were n o t e d  b u t  were i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
d a t e  a c c u r a t e l y  and c o u l d  b e  e i t h e r  e i g h t e e n t h  o r  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o l o n i a l  r o a d s  r e m a i n  i n  u s e .  N o r t h / s o u t h  c o n n e c t o r  t o  B l a c k s t o n e  
R i v e r  power s i t e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  ( B l a c k s t o n e  S t r e e t ,  Mendon S t r e e t ) .  
Main S t r e e t  l a i d  o u t .  B l a c k s t o n e  C a n a l  opened 1828 .  

B P o p u l a t i o n  

S t i l l  no  f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  b u t  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  of  p a r e n t  town 
Mendon due  p r i m a r i l y  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a :  i n  
t h a t  town t o t a l  f a r m e r s  g rew b y  o n l y  3 5  be tween  1820  and  1 8 4 0 ,  
w h i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e m p l o y e e s  grew f rom 1.99 t o  688.  The g r o w t h  
h e r e  is r e f l e c t e d  i n  Mendon 's  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  s e v e n  of e l e v e n  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  With  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  
B l a c k s t o n e  and E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e  came c h u r c h  f o r m a t i o n :  Q u a k e r s  i n  
1812  f o l l o w e d  b y  F r e e  W i l l  B a p t i s t s  i n  1822.  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
s e c o n d  p a r i s h ,  l o c a t e d  i n  what  i s  now M i l l v i l l e ,  c a l l e d  n o  
m i n i s t e r s  a f t e r  s h a r i n g  w i t h  Mendon t o  1812 .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Low d e n s i t y ,  d i s p e n s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  u n t i l  i n d u s t r i a l  
n u c l e a t i o n s  d e v e l o p  a l o n g  R l a c k s t o n e  and M i l l  r i v e r s  a f t e r  c a .  
1810 .  C r o s s - r o a d s  n u c l e a t i o n s  d e v e l o p s  a t  F i v e  C o r n e r s .  F r i e n d s  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l t  i n  N o r t h e a s t  ( 1 8 1 2 ) .  E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e  and 
B l a c k s t o n e  t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f a c t o r i e s  b u i l t  1809 .  Second 
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E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e  m i l l  b u i l t  1817.  Wate r fo rd  V i l l a g e  ( l a t e r  p a r t  of 
R l a c k s t o n e  V i l l a g e )  mil ls  b u i l t  1825 ,  1828. 
Residential/institutional c l u s t e r  on R l a c k s t o n e  S t r e e t  n e a r  Main 
S t r e e t  w i t h  meet ing  h o u s e  ( c a .  1 8 3 0 ) .  Worker hous ing  on S t .  Pau l  
S t r e e t .  

Economic Base 

I n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  B l a c k s t o n e ,  s t i l l  a  p a r t  of Mendon, was 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  community s e n d i n g  i t s  produce  of 
h a y ,  g r a i n s ,  meat ,  and l i v e s t o c k ,  fa rm p roduce ,  lumber ,  and p o t a s h  
t o  P rov idence  merchan t s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  impor t ed  and manufac tu red  
goods.  The l a r g e  number of p o t e n t i a l  w a t e r  p r i v i l e g e s  a long  t h e  
t o w n l s  r i v e r s  l a y  l a r g e l y  unimproved e x c e p t  f o r  a  saw and g r i s t  
m i l l  i n  E a s t  R l a c k s t o n e  a t  t h e  s i t e  of an e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  i r o n  
f o r g e .  

The f i r s t  two decades  of t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  l aunched  B l a c k s t o n e  i n t o  
t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  became f i r m l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  I n  1804 t h e  m e r c a n t i l e  f i r m  of Brown and I v e s  and 
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p rominen t  P r o v i d e n c e  merchan t s  p u r c h a s e d  260 a c r e s  
a t  a  f a l l s  on t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r  above Pawtucke t .  The s t o n e  
c o t t o n  s p i n n i n g  m i l l  measure  2 1 1  f e e t  b y  40 f e e t  and by 1820 t h e  
B l a c k s t o n e  Manufac tu r ing  Co. complex i n c l u d e d  a  dye h o u s e ,  g r i s t  
m i l l ,  saw m i l l ,  machine shop ,  b l e a c h i n g ,  s t o n e  s t o r e ,  b o a r d i n g  
h o u s e ,  and hous ing  f o r  employees .  By 1825 a  second wood m i l l  was 
added and t h e  V i l l a g e  c o n t a i n e d  25 company-bui l t  d w e l l i n g s ,  a  
s c h o o l ,  two s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  and b a r n s  and s h e d s .  

Less  t h a n  one m i l e  downstream, Welcome and D a r i u s  D .  Farnum b u i l t  
a  s a t i n e t  m i l l  a t  what was t o  become t h e  v i l l a g e  of Wate r fo rd .  A 
fo rmer  o v e r s e e r  a t  S l a t e r l s  Pawtucke t  m i l l ,  Welcome Farnum had 
e a r l i e r  o p e r a t e d  mil ls  i n  Wrentham and Sou th  Uxbridge w h i l e  D a r i u s  
o p e r a t e d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  m i l l  i n  Woonsocket. A second  m i l l  t o  s u p p l y  
c o t t o n  warp was comple ted  i n  1828. 

To t h e  n o r t h  a long  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r ,  a  t h i r d  manufac tu r ing  d i s t r i c t  
grew a t  E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e .  A t  t h e  s i t e  of an 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  f o r g e  and 
g r i s t  m i l l ,  a c o t t o n  m i l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  1809 by S e t h  K e l l e y  and 
James P a i n e .  Less  than  h a l f  m i l e  downstream t h e  P a i n e  and Ray 
machine shop which produced t e x t i l e  machinery ,  was e s  t a b 1  i s h e d  i n  
1823  and i n  1828 two more c o t t o n  m i l l s ,  one f r a m e ,  one b r i c k ,  were 
e r e c t e d .  A t  Walsh Pond a  c o t t o n  m i l l  was b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1830. 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  R l a c k s t o n e  Canal  t h rough  Waterf o r d  and 
B lacks  t o n e  where t h e r e  were l o c a t e d  l o c k s ,  g r e a t l y  enhanced t h e  
s i t u a t i o n s  of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  and t h e i r  i n d u s t r i e s .  I t s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  and easement  t h rough  t h e  Farnumls  i n  Waterf o r d  
prompted them t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  1828 c o t t o n  m i l l ,  g r i s t  m i l l ,  and a  
new raceway u t i l i z i n g  w a t e r  from t h e  c a n a l  t o  power t h e  m i l l .  

A f o u r t h  a r e a  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a r o s e  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
M i l l v i l l e ,  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  ups t r eam on t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r .  There  
t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  commenced i n  1814 ( s e e  M i l l v i l l e  town r e p o r t  
f o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ) .  By 1830 t h e  a r e a  which l a t e r  became 
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B l a c k s t o n e  c o n t a i n e d  8  c o t t o n  mi l l s ,  2 woolen mi l l s ,  3  s a w m i l l s  
and g r i s t  m i l l .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Sma l l  numbers of one-and t w o - s t o r y  c e n t e r  chimney 
p l a n s  s u r v i v e .  One doub le  chimney, f i v e - b a y  house  was o b s e r v e d .  
A t w o - s t o r y ,  s even -bay  a symmet r i ca l  b r i c k  house  i s  l o c a t e d  on Main 
S t r e e t  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  B l a c k s t o n e  S t r e e t .  The b r i c k  house  i s  
l o c a t e d  on Main S t r e e t  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  B l a c k s t o n e  S t r e e t .  
The c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e  h a s  a  f a n l i g h t  and t h e  chimneys a r e  s i t u a t e d  
i n  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Quaker meet inghouse  b u i l t  i n  1812 i s  l o c a t e d  i n  
n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  of town on E l m  S t r e e t .  By 1790, a s c h o o l h o u s e  
h a s  been b u i l t  a t  F i v e  C o r n e r s  ( j u n c t i o n  of B l a c k s t o n e ,  
P r o v i d e n c e ,  Farm, Mi lk ,  and Handy Road ( n o n e x i s t e n t ) .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A c o t t o n  m i l l  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1809. E a r l y  m i l l  
b u i l d i n g s  a r e  f r ame ,  b u t  s h i f t  t o  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  l i k e l y  by end 
of p e r i o d .  The t h r e e - s t o r y  g r a n i t e  b u i l d i n g  on Main S t r e e t  a t  
Church S t r e e t ,  p a r t  of t h e  B lacks  tone  Manufac tu r ing  Company, was 
p r o b a b l y  e r e c t e d  l a t e  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  o r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  
of t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

R a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  th rough  B l a c k s t o n e  V a l l e y  
c o r r i d o r  w i t h  P r o v i d e n c e  and W o r c e s t e r  R a i l r o a d  ( l a t e r  Bos ton ,  
H a r t f o r d  and E i r e )  opened t o  R l a c k s t o n e  from t h e  e a s t  1849 ,  w i t h  
c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  New York, 1854.  N/S A i r l i n e  t h r o u g h  E a s t  
B l a c k s t o n e  completed i n  1868. 

P o p u l a t i o n  

With i t s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1845,  ( i n c l u d i n g  M i l l v i l l e )  B l a c k s t o n e  
took a  m a j o r i t y  of i t s  p a r e n t  town, Mendon's,  p o p u l a t i o n .  Growth 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  was i r r e g u l a r :  t h e  f i r s t  a v a i l a b l e  f i g u r e ,  f o r  
1850 i s  4391, growth took p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e ,  t o  5453 i n  
1860 ,  d i p p i n g  t o  4857 i n  1865 ,  c l i m b i n g  a g a i n  t o  5421 i n  1870. 

Immigrants  made up a s i z e a b l e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town's  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  
h i g h  a s  45.3% i n  1855. Throughout  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  I r i s h  dominated 
among immigrant  g r o u p s .  Masses were a v a i l a b l e  by  1835,  and S t .  
P a u l ' s  Church was formed i n  1850. 

Among Yankee P r o t e s t a n t s  , r e f o r m  movements f l o u r i s h e d  p a r  t i a l l y  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  r a p i d  growth and i m m i g r a t i o n .  Concern ove r  t h e  
e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r  was h i g h ,  1 / 3  of t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  t r a n s i e n t ,  g rog  shops  on t h e  r i s e  and 
a  l o c k - u p  d i s c u s s e d  between 1853 and i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1870. 
The B l a c k s t o n e  Co. formed and f i n a n c e d  a  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  church  i n  
1841 and a  M e t h o d i s t  S o c i e t y  formed i n  1847 abso rbed  a  s h o r t - l i v e d  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  group .  A t  t h e  same t ime v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
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mu1 t i p 1  i e d ,  Odd F e l l o w s  i n  1 8 4 0 ,  Masons i n  1 8 5 6 ,  Good T e m p l a r s  i n  
1 8 6 9 .  

L i f e  i n  mills f r a u g h t  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t i e s  , h o w e v e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  two 
o u t b r a k e s  of  s m a l l p o x ,  1850  and  1869.  A s t r i k e  and  m i l l  c l o s i n g s  
i n  1858 r e f l e c t e d  m u l t i p l e  v o t e s  and r e v e r s a l s  on a b o l i t i o n  of 
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  b e t w e e n  1849  and 1 9 7 0 ;  t h i s  d e b a t e ,  w h i c h  
c u l m i n a t e s  i n  t h e  l o s s  of l o c a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  s c h o o l s  h a s  b e e n  
viewed a s  a n  e x a m p l e  of  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  w o r k i n g  and m i d d l e  c l a s s  
i n t e r e s t s .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

C o n t i n u e d  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  B l a c k s t o n e  w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  
g r o w t h  a t  E a s t  B l a c k s  t o n e .  Company town ( B l a c k s  t o n e  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
Company) d e v e l o p s  a t  B l a c k s t o n e  w i t h  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  
c h u r c h e s ,  commerc ia l  b u i l d i n g s ,  and a  s e g r e g a t e d ,  h i g h  income 
c l u s t e r . T e x t i l e  f a c t o r y  e n l a r g e m e n t s  1 8 4 1 ,  1 8 4 5 ,  1 8 4 7 ,  1854.  
W a t e r f o r d  V i l l a g e  mil ls  e x p a n s i o n  1 8 3 5  ( w i t h  1 8 4 3 , 1 8 6 4  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o v e r  Rhode I s l a n d  l i n e ) .  Worker h o u s i n g  c l u s  t e r s  
( d u p l e x  c o t t a g e )  on B l a c k s t o n e  S t r e e t ,  S a i n t  Pau l /Farnum S t r e e t ,  
Main S t r e e t  ( s o u t h  s i d e  ), and  a r e a  s o u t h  of r a i l  c o r r i d o r .  
D i s p e r s e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church 
( 1 8 3 6 ) .  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ( l 8 4 1 )  n o r t h  of r i v e r ,  C a t h o l i c  Church  
( 1 8 5 0 )  s o u t h .  Town h o u s e  ( 1 8 4 9 )  f a r  n o r t h  of  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a r e a  
on Mendon S t r e e t .  Commercia l  f o c u s  on B r i d g e  S t r e e t  s o u t h  of Main 
( a c r o s s  r i v e r  fo rm r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n )  w i t h  B l a c k s  t o n e  Block  
( 1 8 4 9 ) .  Union H o t e l  ( 1 8 5 3 ) .  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  c l u s t e r  on Mendon 
S t r e e t  w i t h  h i g h  s c h o o l  ( 1 8 6 3 )  l i b r a r y  ( c a .  1 8 7 0 )  n e a r  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church .  High  income c l u s t e r  n e a r b y .  

I). Economic Base  

The p r o s p e r i t y  of  t h e  1 8 2 0 s  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  and 
1 8 4 0 ' s  s t i m u l a t e d  f i r s t  b y  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  C a n a l ,  opened  i n  1 8 2 8 ,  
and  l a t e r  b y  t h e  P r o v i d e n c e  and  W o r c e s t e r  R a i l r o a d  w h i c h  r e p l a c e d  
t h e  c a n a l  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 4 0 s .  The N o r f o l k  and W o r c e s t e r  R a i l r o a d  
opened  r a i l r o a d  communica t ion  t o  B o s t o n  i n  1 8 4 9 ,  b r o u g h t  t o  
B l a c k s t o n e  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  of Welcome Farnum. Many of  
t h e  t o w n ' s  c i v i c  and commerc ia l  b u i l d i n g s  were e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d :  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  ( 1 8 3 6 )  e r e c t e d  b y  t h e  
B l a c k s t o n e  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Co . ,  a  F r e e  W i l l  B a p t i s t  Church ( 1 8 4 1 )  
t h e  A r c a d e  ( 1 8 4 3 ) ,  Town House ( 1 8 4 5 ) ,  L i n c o l n  House ( 1 8 4 7 ) ,  
B l a c k s t o n e  Block  ( 1 8 4 9 ) ,  and Union N o t e r  ( 1 8 5 3 ) .  The B l a c k s t o n e  
C h r o n i c l e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 4 8 ,  and i n  1 8 4 9  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  
S a v i n g s  Bank and W o r c e s t e r  Co. Back were i n c o r p o r a t e d .  By 1850 
t h e  two v i l l a g e s  of W a t e r f o r d  and B l a c k s t o n e  had grown t o g e t h e r  
a n d  j o i n e d  i n t o  one  e n t i t y .  

The e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  es t a b 1  i s h m e n t s  a l l o w e d  t h i s  
g r o w t h  and p r o s p e r i t y .  A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  B l a c k s  t o n e  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
Company-owned p l a n t  and new m i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  1 8 4 1 - 4 5 ,  
4 7 ,  a n d  - 5 4 ;  Company-owned h o u s i n g  numbered 70 b u i l d i n g s  b y  1839 .  

The f i r m  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1 8 4 1  w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  s t o c k  of 
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 .  A t  W a t e r f o r d ,  t h e  Farnums c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand  t h e i r  
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f a c i l i t i e s  a l s o .  I n  1837 ,  a  f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  m i l l ,  400 f e e t  by  51 
f e e t  was comple ted  on t h e  Rhode I s l a n d  s i d e  of t h e  b o r d e r .  The 
l o n g e s t  m i l l  of i t s  k i n d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i t  c o n t a i n s  2 2  s e t s  of 
machinery  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of v e r y  f i n e  b r o a d c l o t h s .  A t  l e a s t  
one of t h e  o t h e r  mi l l s ,  r a n  by  Evans and S e a g r a v e  i n  t h e  1850s ,  
produced cheap ,  c o a r s e ,  mixed woolen and c o t t o n  c l o t h  f o r  s a l e  t o  
t h e  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  a s  c l o t h i n g  f o r  s l a v e s .  I n  E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e ,  
t h e  t h r e e  c o t t o n  mills and machine shop c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  
th rough t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d .  Expansion t h e r e  h a l t e d  a f t e r  t h e  
i n i t i a l  s p u r t  of growth i n  t h e  1820s and 1830s .  

A d e p r e s s i o n  i n  1857 ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  of Welcome Farnum, and a  s t r i k e  
i n  1858 a t  t h e  Wate r fo rd  Woolen Mills t e m p o r a r i l y  h a l t e d  
B l a c k s t o n e ' s  p r o s p e r i t y .  However, improved economic c o n d i t i o n s  
b r o u g h t  renewed growth .  I n  1859 ,  H a r r i s  Dam and Pond #1 Wate r fo rd  
M i l l  was burned  i n  1865 b u t  immed ia t e ly  r e b u i l t .  I n  1867,  t h e  
f i r s t  i r o n  b r i d g e  i n  t h e  town was e r e c t e d  and i n  1868 t h e  Bos ton  
and New York R a i l r o a d  bed was l a i d .  A number of s m a l l e r  
i n d u s t r i e s  were i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  and i n c l u d e d  s a d d l e ,  
h a r n e s s ,  and t r u n k  m a n u f a c t o r i e s ,  a  co rdage  manufac to ry ,  g l u e  and 
soapworks ,  two b a k e r i e s ,  a  box m i l l ,  wagon manufac to ry ,  and t i n  
ware  shop .  

The growth of m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l a g e s  i n  B l a c k s t o n e ,  Woonsocket, 
and Uxbridge p rov ided  and expanding  marke t  t o  t h e  f a r m e r s  of 
R l a c k s t o n e  . Apple o r c h a r d s ,  marke t  g a r d e n s ,  and c r o p s  of 
cabbage ,  s q u a s h ,  c a r r o t s ,  g r a i n s ,  and p o t a t o e s  were grown on 
B l a c k s t o n e ' s  133  f a r m s .  D a i r y i n g  was g a i n i n g  i n  impor t ance  a s  
26 ,000  g a l l o n s  of  mi lk  were s o l d  i n  1865 and b u t t e r  p r o d u c t i o n  
d e c r e a s e d  by  one h a l f  f rom 1855. More hay ,  which s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
r a i s i n g  of beef  c a t t l e ,  s w i n e ,  and t h e  d a i r y  h e r d .  I n  1865 ,  
350,000 l b s .  of b e e f ,  37 ,000  l b s .  of p o r k ,  and n e a r l y  14 ,000  l b s  
of v e a l  were  s l a u g h t e r e d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  F i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  chimney, o n e - s t o r y  d w e l l i n g s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  p o p u l a r ,  b u t  o n l y  one t w o - s t o r y  example was 
obse rved .  Double chimney houses  and s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n s  appea r  
more f r e q u e n t l y ;  two end chimney houses  were  a l s o  n o t e d ,  I n  
B l a c k s t o n e  V i l l a g e ,  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  Manufac tu r ing  Company worker  
hous ing  c o n s i s t s  of Greek and I t a l i a n a t e  p e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s .  
Two-s to ry ,  doub le  chimney u n i t s  v a r y  f rom f i v e  t o  e i g h t  bays  i n  
w i d t h ,  w i t h  some f i v e - b a y  examples  c l u s t e r e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of 
Main S t r e e t  a t  Church,  h a v i n g  t h e  g a b l e  end t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  
S i x - b a y ,  c e n t e r  chimney s t r u c t u r e s  a l s o  n o t e d  a s  were f  i v e - b a y  
g a b l e  end and s i d e  p a s s a g e  d u p l e x e s .  On Mendon S t r e e t  h i l l  above 
Main S t r e e t  a r e  a t w o - s t o r y  s i d e - p a s s a g e  Second Empire house  and a  
s i m i l a r  I t a l i a n a t e - d e t a i l e d  r e s i d e n c e  which were t h e  homes of m i l l  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s .  Both r e t a i n  c a r r i a g e  h o u s e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  meet inghouse  (now B l a c k s t o n e  
F e d e r a t e d  Church)  was b u i l t  by  t h e  B lacks  tone  Manufac tu r ing  
Company i n  1836 and i s  a  g a b l e  end Greek R e v i v a l  S t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
Pane led  p i l a s t e r s  and c o r n e r  b l o c k s  a t  t h e  windows and i s  
surmounted by  s q u a r e  tower .  The F r e e  W i l l  B a p t i s t  Church was 
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e r e c t e d  i n  1841. I n  1.850, a  g r a n i t e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  Roman C a t h o l i c  
Church was e r e c t e d .  A o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  s c h o o l  pre-1857 s u r v i v e s  i n  
E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  1865 s c h o o l  between Church 
and Mendon S t r e e t s  is  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f o u r - b a y  g a b l e  end I t a l i a n a t e  
s t r u c t u r e .  The two e n t r a n c e s  have  s u r r o u n d s  s u p p o r t i n g  a  f u l l  
e n t a b l a t u r e ;  b r a c k e t s ,  hood moulds ,  and pane led  p i l a s t e r s  ado rn  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  and a  cupo la  s i t s  a t o p  t h e  g a b l e  r o o f .  The Masonic 
Temple ( 6 0 1 x 3 2 ' )  was b u i l t  i n  1870,  and i t s  g a b l e  end f r o n t s  on 
Main S t r e e t  d i s p l a y i n g  b r a c k e t s ,  hood moulds ,  and pane led  
p i l a s t e r s .  The 1845 Town H a l l  which measured 7 0 t x  50'  i s  no 
l o n g e r  s t a n d i n g .  

Commercial: The b r i c k  B l a c k s t o n e  Block was e r e c t e d  i n  1849. The 
L i n c o l n  House was b u i l t  t h e  same y e a r  and i n  1853 t h e  t h r e e - s t o r y ,  
f  i v e - b a y  g a b l e  end g r a n i t e  Union H o t e l  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  

IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-191 5) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

By e a r l y  1900s s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  s e r v i c e  is  e s t a b l i s h e d  th rough  town 
from Woonsocket t o  Uxbridge and p o i n t s  n o r t h  ( B l a c k s t o n e  S t r e e t ,  
Main S t r e e t ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  Woonsocket l i n e  t o  Bel l ingham p a s s e s  
t h rough  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of town. 

R .  P o p u l a t i o n  

Growth c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  f l u c t u a t i n g  i n  t h e  town: l o w e s t  p o i n t  i s  
r eached  a t  4640 i n  1875 ,  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  6138 i n  1890,  and 5689 a t  
t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d .  A 1  though t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  becomes a  
s m a l l e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  down t o  29.5% i n  1915 ,  
Canad ians  o v e r t a k e  t h e  I r i s h  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  p e r i o d .  Other  
g roups  i n c l u d e  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  Swedes,  and l a t e r  P o l e s  and I t a l i a n s .  
The number of m a n u f a c t u r i n g  employment i n c r e a s e s  f rom 861 t o  1240 
among males  w h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment is  more s t a b l e  213 t o  
174.  B l a c k s t o n e  V i l l a g e  was t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  town 's  p o p u l a t i o n  
w h i l e  E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e  l a n g u i s h e d ,  numbering o n l y  304 i n  1895 when 
t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  M i l l v i l l e ,  amounted t o  3523. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Cont inued r e s i d e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n  and i n f i l l i n g ,  though m i l l  f i r e s  
i n  t h e  1870s d i m i n i s h  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  f o r  a  t ime .  nevelopment  
a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of Main S t r e e t ,  l e d  by  Masonic B u i l d i n g  
(1870) .  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  on e a s t  s i d e  of B l a c k s t o n e  
S t r e e t  s o u t h  of Main S t r e e t .  E x t e n s i o n  n o r t h  of h i g h  income 
c o r r i d o r  on Mendon S t r e e t .  S a i n t  P a u l  Church e n l a r g e d  w i t h  tower 
and b e l l  (1872) .  S o u t h e a s t  a r e a  d e v e l o p s  a s  a  f r i n g e  cemetery  
b e l t  f o r  Woonsocket. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  by  t h e  1890s p a r t  of t h e  a r e a  
( e a s t  of H a r r i s  Pond) i s  su rveyed  f o r  s p e c u l a t i v e  hous ing  
development  a s  a  s t r e e t  c a r  suburb  a long  t h e  Rathburn  S t r e e t  a x i s .  

D .  Economic Base 

The 1870s and 80s  saw t h e  f u r t h e r  development  and m a t u r a t i o n  of 
t h e  community, b u t  l i t t l e  e x p a n s i o n  i n  i t s  economic b a s e .  S e v e r a l  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Blackstone



new i r o n  and s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e s  over  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r  were  
b u i l t  a t  Wa te r fo rd .  I n  1882,  a  new i r o n  b r i d g e  r e p l a c e d  t h e  one 
b u i l t  i n  1867 ,  and t h e  New York and New England R a i l r o a d  r e p l a c e d  
a l l  i t s  wood b r i d g e s  w i t h  i r o n  ones .  A new s t o n e  b r i d g e  ove r  t h e  
B l a c k s t o n e  was b u i l t  n e a t  t h e  Union House i n  1884. 

A number of m i l l s  were  l o s t  t o  f i r e s  d u r i n g  t h e  1870s .  among them 
t h e  E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e  S a t i n e t  M i l l  of  John  C. S c o t t ,  l o c a t e d  on 
Walsh Pond (1874)  and t h e  Wate r fo rd  #3  M i l l  ( B u i l t  1825 ,  burned 
1877) .  By 1898 two c o t t o n  mil ls  a t  E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e  had ceased  
o p e r a t i o n  and were removed 

Recogn iz ing  t h e  m a t u r i t y  of t h e i r  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  and t h e  l o s s  of 
s e v e r a l  f i r m s ,  a  commission t o  encourage  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of new 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m s  i n  t h e  town was c r e a t e d  i n  1880 ,  o f f e r i n g  f i v e  
y e a r  t a x  aba t emen t s  f o r  i n v e s t m e n t s  o v e r  $50 ,000 .  One of t h e i r  
s u c c e s s e s  was t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  of t h e  Woonsocket Rubber Company t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of M i l l v i l l e .  

T e x t i l e s  and r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  dominated m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  
B l a c k s t o n e  th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1875 t h e y  accoun ted  f o r  o v e r  
80% of t h e  $2 ,209 ,000  v a l u e  of manufac tu red  goods.  By 1895 t h e  
v a l u e  of t h e s e  goods i n c r e a s e d  t o  more t h a n  #3 m i l l i o n  and 90% of  
t h e  t o t a l .  Of t h e  28 m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m s  l i s t e d  i n  1895 ,  1 2  were  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t e x t i l e s ,  c l o t h i n g ,  and r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  v a l u e s  , t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  
was t r o u b l e d  w i t h  many s t r i k e s  and long  s t r e t c h e s  when mil ls  s a t  
empty d u r i n g  t h e  1890s .  Ownership of t h e  Wate r fo rd  m i l l s  changed 
many t imes  a f t e r  Evans and Seag rave  c l o s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  1893. 
The #2 M i l l  burned  i n  1897 and t h e  #1 M i l l  was c l o s e d  f o r  5  y e a r s  
b e f o r e  r eopen ing  i n  1899 a s  t h e  newly o r g a n i z e d  S a r a n a c  Worsted 
M i l l .  

I n  1904 B l a c k s t o n e  s u f f e r e d  a n o t h e r  s e r i o u s  l o s s  t o  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  
and t a x  b a s e ,  a s  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  Manufac tu r ing  Company moved i t s  
f a c i l i t i e s  j u s t  ove r  t h e  b o r d e r  i n t o  Nor th  Smi t h f i e l d ,  R .  I .  The 
move was caused  by  t h e  r a i s i n g  of t a x e s  by t h e  town of B l a c k s t o n e  
and t h e  Company's r e f u s a l  t o  comply w i t h  payment. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  
a l l  t h e  o l d  mil ls  on t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  s i d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  1809 s t o n e  m i l l ,  were  t o r n  down, and j u s t  o v e r  t h e  l i n e  
i n  R .  I .  a  new t h r e e  s t o r y  m i l l  was e r e c t e d .  Al though t h e  town 
l o s t  t h e  t a x e s  t h a t  would have  been p a i d  by  t h e  company, t h e  
town 's  r e s i d e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  work f o r c e  f o r  t h e  m i l l .  
The l o s s  a l s o  a c c o u n t s  f o r  B l a c k s t o n e ' s  v i r t u a l  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  from 
i n d u s t r i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a s  a  major  manufac tu r ing  town. 

B l a c k s t o n e ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e  
i n  v a l u e  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  a s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  m i l l  v i l l a g e s  and of Woonsocket i n c r e a s e d .  The 
g r e a t e s t  i n c r e a s e  o c c u r r e d  i n  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s .  I n  1975 91,000 
g a l l o n s  wor th  $18,000 were  produced up from 26,000 g a l l o n s  i n  
1865. By 1895 n e a r l y  200,OO g a l l o n s  of mi lk  were  s o l d ,  va lued  a t  
ove r  $33,000.  The v a l u e  of d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  i n c r e a s e d  from $21,000 
and 23% of t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n  1875 t o  
$59 ,000  i n  1905 w h i l e  s t i l l  o n l y  25% of  t h e  t o t a l ,  an i n d i c a t i o n  
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of  t h e  o v e r a l l  s t r e n g t h  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  U x b r i d g e .  P o u l t r y  a n d  
e g g s  and m a r k e t  g a r d e n i n g  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d ,  e a c h  c o m p r i s i n g  1 0 %  of 
t o t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods  i n  1905 .  The 1 4 0  f i r m s  l i s t e d  i n  1 9 0 3  
showed a t  l e a s t  a  50% i n c r e a s e  i n  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  o v e r  t h o s e  of 
1 8 9 5 ,  w h i l e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  of  p r o d u c t s  p e r  a c r e  i n c r e a s e d  b e t w e e n  
25% t o  6 0 % .  Meat p r o d u c t i o n  d e c l i n e d  d r a s t i c a l l y  f rom t h e  more 
t h a n  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  pounds  of b e e f ,  p o r k ,  and v e a l  d r e s s e d  i n  1865.  By 
1885  t h e  amount of  d r e s s e d  mea t  p r e p a r e d  i n  t h e  town t o t a l e d  u n d e r  
73 ,000  l b s .  The q u a n t i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c r e a s e  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y  a s  more f a r m e r s  f o c u s e d  on more p r o f i t a b l e  c a s h  c r o p s .  
D i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  was a  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  h a y  
a n d  f o d d e r  a s  more f a r m e r s  f o c u s e d  on more p r o f i t a b l e  c a s h  c r o p s .  
D i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  was a  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  h a y  
a n d  f o d d e r  a s  a  c r o p ,  d r o p p i n g  t o  l e ss  t h a n  1 7 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  
of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods  b y  1 9 0 5 .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

L i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  
T r a d i t i o n a l  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  r i f f e d  h o u s e  t y p e s  and  s i d e - p a s s a g e  
p l a n s  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  modes t  Q u e e n  Anne and  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  d e t a i l s .  A v e r y  s m a l l  number of  bunga low t y p e s  
and  Four  S q u a r e  p l a n s  were n o t e d .  T h r e e  d e c k e r s  o b s e r v e d  
i n f r e q u e n t l y .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e -  

S t r e e t  c a r  l i n e s  a r e  abandoned  b y  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  and l o c a l  r o a d s  a r e  
improved a s  a u t o  h i g h w a y s .  Main S t r e e t  becomes p a r t  of  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  r e g i o n a l  h ighway  f o r m  W o r c e s t e r / N o r t h b r i d g e  t o  
P r o v i d e n c e  ( R o u t e  1 2 2 ) .  A l t e r n a t e  r o u t e s  n o r t h  t o  Mendon 
( B l a c k s t o n e  S t r e e t ,  Mendon S t r e e t )  a r e  improved b y  t h e  mid-1930s .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

M i l l v i l l e  , c o n s i s t i n g  of  t h e  t o w n ' s  w e s t e r n  t h i r d ,  became 
i n d e p e n d e n t  i n  1 9 1 6 ,  and t o o k  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  of  t h e  P o p u l a t i o n .  
R l a c k s t o n e  i t s e l f  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f l u c t u a t e  i n  s i z e ,  low i n  1920  a t  
4299,  h i g h e s t  i n  1925  a t  4802 ,  a n d  4566 i n  1940 .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

C o n t i n u e d  s i n g l e  and  m u l t i f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  
s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  a s  f r i n g e  s u b u r b s  of Woonsocke t ,  w i t h  f u r t h e r  
i n f i l l i n g  and  e x p a n s i o n  a l o n g  R a t h b u r n  S t r e e t  a x i s .  F u r t h e r  
s u b u r b  d e v e l o p m e n t  west of  Farm S t r e e t  and s o u t h  o f  r a i l r o a d .  
Town H a l l  r e l o c a t e s  t o  S a i n t  P a u l  S t r e e t ,  s o u t h  of  r i v e r .  

D .  Economic Base  

P o s t  World War I r e c o v e r y  b r i e f l y  r e i n v i g o r a t e d  B l a c k s t o n e ' s  
s a g g i n g  economy and t h e  B l a c k s  t o n e  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company a n d  
S a r a n a c  Mil l s ,  p a r t  of  Amer ican  Woolen Company, p r o s p e r e d  and 
i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  t o  a l m o s t  $1 m i l l i o n  e a c h .  I n  
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1928,  a  new m i l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  E a s t  B l a c k s t o n e ,  t h e  E a s t  
B l a c k s t o n e  K n i t t i n g  Company, b u t  i t  burned  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  The 
town l o s t  more t h a n  1000 r e s i d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a s  e v e r y  
t e x t i l e  m i l l  i n  t h e  town e i t h e r  burned o r  went o u t  of b u s i n e s s ,  
l e a v i n g  no m a n u f a c t u r i n g  w i t h i n  B l a c k s t o n e ' s  b o r d e r s  by 1940. 
Most of i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  were f o r c e d  t o  s eek  work i n  t h e  s t i l l  
t h r i v i n g  
Rhode I s l a n d  t e x t i l e  mil ls  and towns.  

Few s t a t i s  t i c s  r e g a r d i n g  B lacks  t o n e ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  of s i g n i f i c a n t  growth i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Very Poor .  Only b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  Union H o t e l ,  h a s  been i n v e n t o r i e d .  
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