
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report 
BELCHERTOWN 
 
Report Date: 1982 
 
Associated Regional Report: Connecticut Valley 
 
 
 
 
Reconnaissance Survey Town Reports, produced for MHC’s Statewide Reconnaissance Sur-
vey between 1979 and 1987, introduce the historical development of each of the Common-
wealth’s municipalities. Each report begins with an historic overview, a description of topogra-
phy, and political boundaries. For the purposes of the survey, the historic period has been sub-
divided into seven periods: Contact (1500–1620), Plantation (1620–1675), Colonial (1675–
1775), Federal (1775–1830), Early Industrial (1830-1870), Late Industrial (1870–1915), and 
Early Modern (1915–1940/55). Each report concludes with survey observations that evaluate 
the town’s existing historic properties inventory and highlight significant historic buildings, set-
tlement patterns, and present threats to these resources. A bibliography lists key secondary re-
sources.   
 
Town reports are designed for use together with a series of town maps that demarcate settle-
ment patterns, transportation corridors and industrial sites for each historic period. These maps 
are in the form of color-coded, polyester overlays to the USGS topographic base map for each 
town on file and available for consultation at MHC.  For further information on the organiza-
tion and preparation of town reports, readers should contact MHC.  
 
Users should keep in mind that these reports are now two decades or more old. The informa-
tion they contain, including assessments of existing knowledge, planning recommendations, un-
derstanding of local development, and bibliographic references all date to the time they were 
written. In some cases, information on certain topics was not completed. No attempt has been 
made to update this information.  
 
Electronic text was not available for digital capture, and as a result most of the reports have 
been scanned as PDF files. While all have been processed with optical character recognition, 
there will inevitably be some character recognition errors.  
 
 
 
The activity that is the subject of the MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the 
Interior. This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Office of Equal Oppor-
tunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20240.  

 
 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chair, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02125 
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
mhc@sec.state.ma.us  /  617-727-8470 



MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: J u l y ,  1 9 8 2  COMMUNITY: Be1 c h e r t o w n  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

B e l c h e r t o w n  i s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  a  c o m p l e x  o f  m o d e r a t e  t o  r u g g e d  
u p l a n d s .  The g r e a t e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  o c c u r  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n m o s t  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town ,  w h e r e  t h e  u p l a n d s  a v e r a g e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1000  
f e e t  i n  h e i g h t .  The m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  p o i n t s  a r e  an unnamed peak  
i m m e d i a t e l y  s o u t h  o f  t h e  M u n s e l l  c e m e t e r y  ( 1 0 7 5  f e e t ) ,  West H i l l  
( 1 0 7 0  f e e t ) ,  a n d  J u n k e t  H i l l  ( 1 0 7 0  f e e t ) .  The u p l a n d s  m o d e r a t e  
s t e a d i l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  w i t h  t h e  l o w e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  
s o u t h e r n  B e l c h e r t o w n .  T h i s  a r e a  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  g e n t l y  
r o l l i n g  h i l l s  a v e r a g i n g  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  400 f e e t  a b o v e  sea l e v e l .  
D r a i n a g e  i s  p o o r e s t  i n  c e n t r a l  and  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  
w h e r e  l a r g e  a r e a s  o f  m a r s h l a n d  a r e  s i t u a t e d .  The d o m i n a n t  l o c a l  
w a t e r  s o u r c e s  a r e  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  and  t h e  Q u a b b i n  R e s e r v o i r .  The 
S w i f t  R i v e r  f o r m s  t h e  t o w n ' s  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  a s  i t  f l o w s  s o u t h  
i n t o  P a l m e r  and t h e  Ware R i v e r .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Q u a b b i n  
R e s e r v o i r  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  i n u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r .  

The o n l y  n a t u r a l  b o d i e s  o f  f r e s h  w a t e r  a r e  a  c o m p l e x  o f  ponds  
n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  B e l c h e r t o w n  a n d  L a k e  H o l l a n d ,  and  
A r c a d i a  and Me tacomet  L a k e s .  C o l d  S p r i n g  has  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been  
u t i l i z e d  by  t r a v e l l e r s  j o u r n e y i n g  on t h e  " O l d  Bay P a t h " .  

L o c a l  s o i l  s  a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  g r a v e l l y ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  f e r t i l e  
sandy  l o a m  o f  s o u t h e r n  B e l c h e r t o w n .  

11. POLIT ICAL BOUNDARIES 

B e l c h e r t o w n  was o r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  as  p a r t  o f  t h e  E q u i v a l e n t  
Lands  i n  1713,  w i t h  i t s  w e s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  a t  t h e  H a d l e y  ( A m h e r s t )  
l i n e  o f  1663.  I n i t i a l  g r a n t s  w e r e  s u r v e y e d  a n d  s o l d  t o  
p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  1727  a s  C o l d  S p r i n g  P l a n t a t i o n ,  and t h e  c h u r c h  was 
o r g a n i z e d  i n  1737.  I n c o r p o r a t e d  as  B e l c h e r t o w n  i n  1761 w i t h  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  a t  P e l h a m  ( 1 7 4 2 )  and  s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  a t  P a l m e r  
( 1 7 5 2 ) ,  i t s  e a s t e r n  l i n e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  S w i f t  R i v e r .  
P a c k a r d s v i l l e  d i s t r i c t  was annexed  t o  Pe lham i n  1 7 8 8  and  t h e  
C a l d w e l l  B r o o k  a r e a  was i n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  E n f i e l d  i n  1818.  The 
E n f i e l d  d i s t r i c t  was r e - a n n e x e d  i n  1 9 2 7  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Q u a b b i n  R e s e r v o i r  a l o n g  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r .  E n f i e l d  was 
d i s i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  t own  i n  1938.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A r u r a l  s u b u r b a n  h i l l  t o w n  on  t h e  p r i m a r y  c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  
N o r t h a m p t o n  and W o r c e s t e r ,  B e l c h e r t o w n  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  edge o f  
t h e  c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  u p p e r  S w i f t  R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  w i t h  
n a t i v e  s i t e s  s u s p e c t e d  a r o u n d  M e t a c o m e t  L a k e ,  T u r k e y  H i 1  1 ,  a n d  
C o l d  S p r i n g .  I t  was an e a r l y  c o r r i d o r  o f  t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l  l e y  and B r o o k f i e l  d  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  
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w i t h  an i m p o r t a n t  w a t e r i n g  s i t e  a t  C o l d  S p r i n g .  T h e r e  was e a r l y  
s e t t l e m e n t  f r o m  N o r t h a m p t o n  a s  u p l a n d  g r a z i n g  l a n d ,  w i t h  a  town  
c e n t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  m i d  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  C o l o n i a l  f a r m s t e a d s  
s u r v i v e  a t  Pond H i l l  w i t h  a  p e r i o d  g a m b r e l  house ,  and a t  C o l d  
S p r i n g  w i l l  a  b r i c k  c o t t a g e .  The t o w n  c e n t e r  was d e v e l o p e d  as  t h e  
p r i m a r y  c i v i c  and c o m m e r i c a l  f o c u s  a r o u n d  Be1 c h e r t o w n  common 
d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  some we1 1  - p r e s e r v e d  houses  a1 ong  
t h e  a x i s  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 8 1  1. O u t l y i n g  F e d e r a l  h o u s e s  
r e m a i n  on W r i g h t  S t r e e t  a t  Hop B r o o k .  

T h e r e  was i n c r e a s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c r a f t  i n d u s t r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d ,  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  r a i l  r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  
B e l c h e r t o w n  C e n t e r ,  i n c l  u d i n g  n o t a b l e  c a r r i a g e  and p a l m - l e a f  h a t  
p r o d u c t i o n .  S w i f t  R i v e r  m i l l  s i t e s  w r e  d e v e l o p e d  a t  B o n d s v i l l e  
( P a l m e r ) ,  and West Ware, w i t h  some s u r v i v i n g  w o r k e r s '  h o u s i n g .  
I m p o r t a n t  e x p a n s i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  numerous p e r i o d  d a i r y  f a r m s  a l o n g  J a b i s h  B rook  and 
B r o a d  B r o o k ,  and i n c l u d i  n g  s e v e r a l  Greek  R e v i v a l  house  and  
d e c o r a t e d  b a r n s .  B e l c h e r t o w n  C e n t e r  c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  c i v i c  and 
c o m m e r i c a l  f o c u s ,  w i t h  a n  a r r a y  o f  Greek R e v i v a l  and e a r l y  
I t a l  i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g s  a r o u n d  t h e  C e n t e r  common, h i g h - l i g h t e d  b y  a  
n o t a b l e  Romanesque 1  i b r a r y .  A r e l a t e d  V i c t o r i a n  v i l l a g e  r e m a i n s  
a t  t h e  D w i g h t  d e p o t  w i t h  a Queen  P.nne c h u r c h .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  was m a i n t a i n e d  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
s e c t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i d  1 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  some d a i r y  b a r n s  
r e m a i n i n g  a r o u n d  T u r k e y  H i l l  and C o l d  S p r i n g .  I n c r e a s i n g  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s u b u r b a n  r e s o r t  a c t i v i t y  f r o m  Amhers t  d u r i n g  t h e  
E a r l y  Modern  p e r i o d  r e s u l t e d  i n  summer c o t t a g e s  a t  Me tacomet  and 
A r c a d i a  Lakes .  B e l c h e r t o w n  C e n t e r  was r e t a i n e d  as  l o c a l  and  
c o m m e r i c a l  f o c u s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  a s  e a r l y  gas  s t a t i o n  
on t h e  town  common. L o c a t i o n  o f  B e l c h e r t o w n  S t a t e  S c h o o l  c r e a t e d  
a  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b r i c k  campus w i t h  o r i g i n a l  c o n c r e t e  i n d u s t r i a l  
shop a l o n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r .  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  Q u a b b i n  
R e s e r v o i r  f l o o d e d  t h e  u p p e r  S w i f t  R i v e r ,  a n d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  W i n d s o r  Dam a l o n g  t h e  R o u t e  9 a x i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  N e o - G e o r g i a n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l  d i n g  a n d  r e 1  a t e d  h o u s i n g .  

P r e s e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  m o s t  o b v i o u s  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  9 c o r r i d o r  
f r o m  A m h e r s t  t o  B e l c h e r t o w n  C e n t e r ,  w h e r e  i n t e n s e  c o m m e r c i a l  
a c t i v i t y  i s  r a p i d l y  e r o d i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  h i g h w a y  l a n d s c a p e .  
B e l c h e r t o w n  C e n t e r  r e t a i n s  p e r i o d  c h a r a c t e r  a r o u n d  t h e  v i l l a g e  
g r e e n ,  b u t  i t s  i n t e g r i t y  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i s t r i c t e d  b y  c o m m e r c i a l  
r e n n o v a t i o n .  A g r i c u l t u r e  r e m a i n s  v i a b l e  i n  f e r t i l e  l a n d s  a l o n g  
t h e  r o u t e  181 c o r r i d o r ,  a l t h o u g h  many d a i r y  f a r m s  a p p e a r  abandoned 
o r  i n  d i s r e p a i r .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  
Q u a b b i  n  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  w i t h  a f f l u e n t  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x p a n d i n g  
on t h e  p e r i p h e r y .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1 6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

B e l c h e r t o w n  was an i m p o r t a n t  c o r r i d o r  f r o m  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l  l e y  
t o  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  and t h e  c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s  ( Q u a b a u g ) .  The 
p r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  i s  documented a s  Bay P a t h  b e t w e e n  t h e  
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S w i f t  R i v e r  f o r d w a y  and M e t a c o m e t  L a k e  a s  C o l d  S p r i n g - M i l l  V a l l e y  
Roads ( R o u t e  1 8 1 )  t o  M a i n - C e n t r a l  S t r e e t s  ( R o u t e  9 )  t h r o u g h  
B e l c h e r t o w n  C e n t e r  t o  Bay Road a n d  Pond H i l l  ( B a r b e r  1839:314;  
D o u b l e d a y  1 9 6 8 : 3 ) .  An a1 t e r n a t e  r o u t e  f r o m  B o n d s v i l l e  f o r d w a y  
( P a l m e r )  a p p e a r s  p r o b a b l e  a s  West S t r e e t - B a r d w e l l - T h r e e  R i v e r s  
Roads a l o n g  J a b i s h  B r o o k ,  w i t h  a  l o o p  t o  T u r k e y  H i l l  o v e r  B r o a d  
B rook  a s  B r o a d - T u r k e y  H i l l - O l d  S p r i n g f i e l d  Roads. A l o g i c a l  t r a i l  
a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  o f  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  f r o m  T h r e e  R i v e r s  
( P a l m e r )  a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w e d  S o u t h - M i c h a e l  s e c o n d a r y  r o u t e  f r o m  
M e t a c o m e t  L a k e  n o r t h  a l o n g  Hop B r o o k  i s  c o n j e c t u r e d  a s  F e d e r a l  
S t r e e t  a r o u n d  A r c a d i a  Lake  t o  O l d  Amhers t  Road ( R o u t e  9  a x i s ) .  
The c o n n e c t i n g  t r a i l  n o r t h  t o  t h e  P e l h a m  u p l a n d s  i s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  
e v i d e n t ,  a1 t h o u g h  i t  may h a v e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  a x i s  o f  R o u t e  202 a l o n g  
u p p e r  J a b i s h  B r o o k  t o  E a s t  H i l l .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

T h e r e  a r e  no  r e p o r t e d  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s .  E v i d e n c e  o f  an E a r l y  
and p o s s i b l y  M i d d l e  Wood land p e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n  s i t e  h a s  been  
e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  
and M a i n  R a i l  r o a d  and  F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t  ( M u l h o l  l a n d ,  D r i n k w a t e r ,  
L a m b e r g - K a r l  o v s k y  1 9 8 0 :  3 3 ) .  An u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e  has  a1 so  
been  r e p u t e d  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s i x  m i l e s  f o r m  t h e  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  Wood land p e r i o d  
s i t e  ( I b i d . ) .  N a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i t e s  w e r e  m o s t  l i k e l y  s i t u a t e d  on 
t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  i n t e r v a l e  and  t h e  m o d e r a t e  u p l a n d s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
B e l c h e r t o w n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  C o l d  S p r i n g  ( f r e s h  
w a t e r  s o u r c e ) .  L o c a l  t r a d i t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s p r i n g  had  been  
u t i l i z e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  t r a v e l i n g  on  t h e  O l d  Bay P a t h  ( R o u t e s  
9 / 1 8 1  ) l o n g  b e f o r e  B e l c h e r t o w n ' s  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  A d d i t i o n a l  n a t i v e  s i t e s  may h a v e  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a d j a c e n t  t o  Me tacomet  L a k e ,  A r c a d i a  Lake,  a n d  L a k e  H o l l a n d  a n d  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o f  B e l c h e r t o w n .  The l a t t e r  s i t e  was t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  
p e r i o d i c  n a t i v e  " b u r n s "  o f  t h e  w o o d l a n d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f l u s h  o u t  
w i l d  game. 

C.  Economic  Base 

N a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  w o u l d  h a v e  been  m o s t  l i k e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  
S w i f t  R i v e r  b o t t o m l a n d s ,  two  m o d e r a t e  u p l a n d  t r a c t s  i n  
n o r t h - w e s t e r n  B e l c h e r t o w n .  The f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  
w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  b e e n  L a k e  H o l l a n d ,  A r c a d i a  and  M e t a c o m e t  
L a k e s ,  a n d  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r .  The t o w n  p r o v i d e d  an  e x c e l l e n t  
h a b i t a t  f o r  w i l d  game w i t h  i t s  e x t e n s i v e  wooded u p l a n d s .  As 
m e n t i o n e d  above ,  t h e  h i l l  on  w h i c h  l i e s  t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  o f  
B e l c h e r t o w n  was t h e  t r a d i  t i o n a l  s i t e  o f  r e g u l  a r  n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  
d r i v e s .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s  

B e l c h e r t o w n ' s  m o d e r a t e  r e s o u r c e  b a s e  a n d  1  o c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  
t h r e e  s u s p e c t e d  p r i m a r y  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s  o f  Agawarn 
( S p r i n g f i e l  d ) ,  N o r w o t t u c k  ( H a d l e y / S o u t h  H a d l e y )  a n d  Quabaug  
( B r o o k f i e l d )  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  t o w n  was u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  as a  
s e a s o n a l l y  o c c u p i e d  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  b y  n a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e s e  
p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s .  

3  
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The g r e a t e s t  1  i k e l  i h o o d  o f  s u r v i v i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  
o c c u p a t i o n  s h o u l d  o c c u r  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  and 
s o u t h - e a s t e r n  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  p a r t i c u l  a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  C o l d  
S p r i n g .  V e s t i g e s  o f  n a t i v e  s i t e s  may r e m a i n  n e a r  Me tacomet  and 
A r c a d i a  Lakes  and  L a k e  H o l l a n d .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Q u a b b i n  
R e s e r v o i r  may have  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  i n u n d a t i o n  o f  p e r i o d  s i t e s  
s i t u a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r .  

V.  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1 6 2 0 - 1 6 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  w e r e  i m p r o v e d  as  r e g i o n a l  p a t h s .  A p r i m a r y  
e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  B r o o k f i e l d  a n d  N o r t h a m p t o n  has  b e e n  
m a i n t a i n e d  as  Bay P a t h  f r o m  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  f o r d w a y  t o  C o l d  
S p r i n g ,  and  Pond H i l l  a s  Bay Road ( D o u b l e d a y  1 9 6 8 :  p . 3 ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

S m a l l  bands  o f  n a t i v e s  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o c c u p y  t h i s  a r e a  
s e a s o n a l  l y  . 
T h e r e  was no p r e - 1 6 7 5  p e r m a n e n t  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p r o b a b l y  r e m a i n e d  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  
t h o s e  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

C o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  N o r t h a m p t o n ,  H a t f i e l d  and H a d l e y  r e p u t e d l y  
o c c u p i e d  B e l c h e r t o w n  d u r i n g  t h e  summer mon ths  when d r i v i n g  t h e i r  
c a t t l e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and  h a r v e s t i n g  t h e  l o c a l  w o o d l a n d s  f o r  
t u r p e n t i n e  and c a n d l  ewood. 

D. Economic  Base 

T h e r e  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  m i n i m a l  changes  i n  t h e  n a t i v e s '  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  
c o n t a c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  s e t t l e r s  i n h a b i t i n g  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
a c c e s s i b l e  r i v e r  t owns  o f  H a d l e y ,  S o u t h  H a d l e y ,  C h i c o p e e ,  
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  N o r t h a m p t o n ,  a n d  t h e  B r o o k f i e l  ds .  

As m e n t i o n e d  above,  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  Va l  l e y  r e s i d e n t s  u t i l  i z e d  
B e l c h e r t o w n  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  a n d  l u m b e r i n g .  

E. O b s e r v a t i o n s  

B e l c h e r t o w n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been  u t i l i z e d  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  b y  
b o t h  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t ' s  n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n s .  F u t u r e  
r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  c l a r i f y  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e a s o n a l  
h a b i t a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  v a l l e y  t o w n  r e s i d e n t s .  I t  i s  
d o u b t f u l  t h a t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e s e  s i t e s  s u r v i v e ,  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  s h o r t - t e r m  use .  
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V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1  7 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The p r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  Brook  f i e 1  d  a n d  N o r t h a m p t o n  was 
m a i n t a i n e d  a s  Bay Road f r o m  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  B r i d g e  t o  Me tacomet  
Lake,  and  Pond H i l l  v i a  C o l d  S p r i n g .  L o c a t i o n  o f  B e l c h e r t o w n  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  7 4 0 )  c r e a t e d  a  r a d i a l  h i g h w a y  n e t w o r k  f r o m  t h e  town  
c e n t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  e a s t - w e s t  S t a t e - J a b i s h  S t r e e t s  and  
Hannum-Jackson S t r e e t s ,  w i t h  an i m p o r t a n t  c o n n e c t o r  f r o m  t h e  West 
Ware b r i d g e  a t  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  a s  S a r g e n t - W a r e  Road ( R o u t e  9 ) ,  now 
abandoned i n  p a r t  n e a r  W i n d s o r  Dam. O t h e r  h i g h w a y s  f o r m e d  f r o m  
p e r i o d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n c l u d e d  r o a d s  a l o n g  B a c h e l o r  and Hop B r o o k s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  S t e b b i n s - W r i g h t  S t r e e t  a r o u n d  Pond H i 1  1 ,  and 
A m h e r s t - F e d e r a l  S t r e e t s  a r o u n d  A r c a d i a  Lake.  S e v e r a l  s e c o n d a r y  
c o n n e c t o r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  A l l e n  S t r e e t  f r o m  Metacomet  
Lake,  G u l f  a n d  M o u n t a i n  Roads a r o u n d  West H i l l ,  and  a  s e r i e s  o f  
l o c a l  h i g h w a y s  a r o u n d  T u r k e y  H i l l  a s  Rock r immon-Boo th  Roads w i t h  
c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  L u d l o w  and P a l m e r  as  S o u t h  S t r e e t  and  Bower Road. 

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  a  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  o c c u p i e d  B e l c h e r t o w n  a f t e r  
K i n g  P h i l i p ' s  War ( 1 6 7 5 - 1 6 7 6 ) .  

I n  1731 ( i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  d a t e ) ,  f i v e  o r  s i x  c o l o n i a l  f a m i l i e s  
i n h a b i t e d  B e l c h e r t o w n ;  b y  1 7 3 9  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  
i n c r e a s e d  t o  20  f a m i l i e s .  T h i s  f i g u r e  h a d  more  t h a n  d o u b l e d  t o  
50+ f a m i l i e s  b y  1752 ,  and  b y  1 7 6 5  B e l c h e r t o w n  h a d  o n l y  i n c r e a s e d  
t o  6 8  f a m i l i e s  and 418 i n h a b i t a n t s .  However,  a r e s u r g e n c e  i n  
c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  1 7 6 5  and  1776,  w i t h  a  
f i g u r e  o f  972 r e s i d e n t s  i n  1776.  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  
s e t t l e r s  were  f o r m e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  
towns  o f  N o r t h a m p t o n ,  H a t f i e l  d,  and  H a d l e y .  

C. S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n s  

B e l c h e r t o w n  was o r i g i n a l  1  l y  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  " E q u i v a l e n t  L a n d s "  
w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  t o w n s  o f  Pe lham,  P r e s c o t t ,  Ware, and  a  
p o r t i o n  o f  E n f i e l d .  The f i r s t  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n i t i a t e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  
t h e  B e l c h e r t o w n  a r e a  w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  t r a c t ' s  
p u r c h a s e  i n  1727 b y  s e v e n  B o s t o n  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  
s o u g h t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  " C o l d  S p r i n g "  b y  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R i v e r  V a l l e y  t o w n  r e s i d e n t s  by o f f e r i n g  500 a c r e  g r a n t s  t o  each  
s e t t l e r .  The i n i t i a l  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r i n g  i n  B e l c h e r t o w n  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  h a n d f u l  o f  s c a t t e r e d  homes e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  ca.1731 
i n  c e n t r a l  and w e s t e r n  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  
o f  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  S a r g e n t  and  M a i n  S t r e e t s ,  George 
Hannum S t r e e t  ( b e t w e e n  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Boardman a n d  J a c k s o n  
S t r e e t s ) ,  and S t e b b i n s  S t r e e t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  
o f  C o l d  S p r i n g .  A p r i m a r y  s e t t l e m e n t  node a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  begun 
d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  B e l c h e r t o w n  i n  t h e  
1740s  w i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( c a .  
1 7 3 8 ) ,  and  t h e  " O l d "  o r  " F o r w a r d "  Cemete ry  ( 1  7 4 2 ) ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
314 m i l e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  on M i l l  V a l l e y  Road. 
A d d i t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  town  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  1750s  
and 1760s  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  town  pound  ( c a . 1 7 5 8 ) .  
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D. Economic Base 

A g r i c u l  t u r e  was t h e  p r i m a r y  e c o n o m i c  p u r s u i t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
L i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  o c c u r r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t o w n ' s  m o d e r a t e  
u p l a n d s .  C r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  was modes t ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
l i m i t e d  amount  o f  f e r t i l e  a l l u v i a l  s o i l s .  The b e s t  c r o p l a n d  was 
s i t u a t e d  i n  s o u t h e r n  B e l c h e r t o w n  and  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  b o t t o m l a n d s .  
E x t e n s i v e  t i m b e r i n g  p r o b a b l y  t o o k  p l a c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t o w n ' s  
wood lands .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  make no  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  p r e  1 7 7 5  i n d u s t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  some p e r i o d  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l  i t i e s  i n  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  m i l l  s t r e a m s .  
P r o b a b l e  f o c a l  p o i n t s  o f  l o c a l  i n d u s t r y  w o u l d  h a v e  been J a b i s h  
B rook  n e a r  t h e  town  c e n t e r  and t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r .  The f o r m e r  
l o c a t i o n  was t h e  s i t e  o f  t w o  g r i s t  m i l l s ,  an u n d e s i g n a t e d  m i l l ,  
and an  i r o n w o r k s  i n  ca .  1794.  A  g r i s t  m i l l  and  a  s a w m i l l  we re  
l o c a t e d  on t h e  r a p i d l y  r u n n i n g  s w i f t  R i v e r ,  s l i g h t l y  s o u t h  o f  i t s  
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Ware Road a t  t h i s  d a t e .  

T h e r e  w e r e  a t  l e a s t  t w o  documented p r e  1775  t a v e r n s  o p e r a t i n g  a t  
B e l c h e r t o w n  as  w e l l .  Samuel Bascom was o p e r a t i n g  a  t a v e r n  as e a r l y  
a s  ca .  1733 on  Bay Road i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Pond H i l l ,  w h i l e  
N a t h a n i e l  D w i g h t  r a n  a  t a v e r n  b e t w e e n  ca.  1750-1775,  p r o b a b l y  i n  
o r  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  o f  B e l c h e r t o w n .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
C a p t a i n  A s e l  Dunbar  a n d  E l i s h a  Warner  o p e r a t e d  a  t a v e r n  o n  F e d e r a l  
S t r e e t  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t h r e e  s u r v i v i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
s t r u c t u r e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  B e l c h e r t o w n :  t w o  h o u s e s  and  a  c o t t a g e .  
Though few,  B e l c h e r t o w n ' s  C o l o n i a l  houses  a r e  a t y p i c a l ,  and a s  
such,  o f  n o t e .  The e a r l i e s t ,  t h e  L i n c o l n  House ( c a .  17551,  h a s  
d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y s  and  a  h i p  r o o f ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
p r e d o m i n a n t  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  and g a b l e  r o o f .  The P a r s o n s  House ( c a .  
1 7 7 0 )  e x h i b i t s  a  s i m i l a r  f o r m .  B o t h  h o u s e s  i n c o r p o r a t e  p r o j e c t i n g  
p o r t i c o s .  The o n l y  c o t t a g e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  a  ca.  1 7 5 7  gambre l  
r o o f  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r a r e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a  1960s  shed  r o o f  a d d i t i o n  on t h e  f r o n t  o b s c u r e s  
t h e  C o l o n i a l  g a m b r e l .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  i n  1738  and  
f i n i s h e d  i n  1746.  I n  1 7 6 7  t h r e e  s c h o o l h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t .  

O b s e r v a t i o n s  

B e l c h e r t o w n ' s  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been 
hampered m a i n l y  b y  i t s  1  i m i  t e d  t o  m o d e r a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  
and  t h e  i n d i g e n t  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  f a r m s  p r o d u c e d  o n l y  enough 
c r o p s ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  a n d  l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t s  f o r  f a m i l y  c o n s u m p t i o n .  
However,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  " O l d  Bay P a t h "  (Bay  
Road/Route  9 / R o u t e  1 8 1  ) p r o v i d e d  B e l c h e r t o w n  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
m a r k e t s  o f  N o r t h a m p t o n  and  B o s t o n .  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  c o m m u n i t y  a r e  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  M i l l  V a l l e y  Road and C o l d  S p r i n g  Road and  w e s t  o f  
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Route 9  ( t h e  wes tern  p o r t i o n  of Route 9 ) .  Fu tu re  r e s e a r c h  should  
d e t a i l  Be lche r town ' s  Colonia l  pe r iod  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  s i n c e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  secondary  s o u r c e s  
provide  an incomple te  p i c t u r e  of  t h e s e  f a c e t s  of t h e  town ' s  
devel opment. 

VII.  F E D E R A L  PERIOD (1  775-1830) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

Improvement of  no r th - sou th  c o r r i d o r  between Pelham and Palmer w i t h  
l o c a t i o n  of Route 202 and B o n d s v i l l e  Road (Route  181 ) .  Other  
pe r iod  roads  i n c l u d e d  expans ion  of 1  ocal  highways from Palmer and 
Ludlow a s  B a r r e t t s  J u n c t i o n  and Three R i v e r s  Road. 

Be1 chertown exper i enced  t h e  g r e a t e s t  growth t h a t  i t  woul d 
e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  a  c e n t u r y  i n  t h e  Federa l  P e r i o d .  Between 1776 and 
1830 t h e  town more than  doubled i n  s i z e ,  r e a c h i n g  2,491 i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  y e a r .  Most of  t h i s  growth,  however, occur red  i n  t h e  
decades 1790-1810, when t h e  town grew by abou t  39 r e s i d e n t s  a  y e a r .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

C i v i c  and commercial focus  expanded a t  Belchertown Cen te r  w i t h  a  
m i l l  v i l l a g e  developed a t  B o n d s v i l l e  ( P a l m e r )  on t h e  S w i f t  River .  
Agricul t u r e  con t inued  a s  t h e  pr imary a c t i v i t y  around e a r l y  c e n t e r s  
a t  Cold Spr ing  and Pond H i l l ,  w i t h  expans ion  a long J a b i s h  Brook t o  
Turkey Hi1 1  . 

Economic Base 

Belchertown i n  t h e  Federa l  p e r i o d  was l a r g e l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  
town. By 1830,  e l even  mi l l  p r i v i l e g e s  were i n  use by saw and 
g r i s t  m i l l s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  two c a r d i n g  machines and two f u l l i n g  
m i l l s .  Large q u a n t i t i e s  of wool were r e p o r t e d  and t h e  coun t ry  
made e x c e l l e n t  p a s t u r a g e  f o r  c a t t l e .  The on ly  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy and t h e  b u s i n e s s  which brought  a t  l e a s t  
s t a t e w i d e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  town by mid-century--was t h e  
manufacture of c a r r i a g e s .  

C a r r i a g e  making seems t o  have begun i n  Amherst, though by t h e  
1820s Belchertown had an a c t i v e  i n d u s t r y .  Mason Abbey of Amherst 
i s  s a i d  t o  have made t h  f i r s t  one -hor se  wagon i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  by 
1808,  though i n  1809 he move t o  Belchertown ( J u d d ,  p .  3831, where 
t h e  b u s i n e s s  expanded i n  t h e  1820s.  By 1832,  t h i r t y  men were 
r e p o r t e d  making c a r r i a g e s  i n  Be l che r town- -p redominan t ly  one-horse  
p l e a s u r e  wagons--worth annual l y  $1 8,000.  Various wagon p a r t s  were 
made i n  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  town. The b u s i n e s s  i n  f i r e  eng ines  
a1 one. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Amhers t ' s  c a r r i a g e  p roduc t ion  ( p r i m a r i l y  t h e  
f i r m  of Knowles and Theyer )  c o n s i d e r a b l e  exceeded t h a t  of 
Belchertown u n t i l  t h e  1840s.  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A number o f  houses  and c o t t a g e s  were  b u i l t  a l o n g  
F e d e r a l  and M a i n  S t r e e t  and M i l l  V a l l e y  Road, w i t h  a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
o f  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  a r o u n d  t h e  town common. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  
l o c a t i o n s ,  F e d e r a l  houses  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  on W r i g h t ,  T u r k e y  H i 1  1 ,  
and  B a r d w e l l  Roads. D o u b l e  ch imney  p l a n  houses  ou tnumber  c e n t e r  
ch imney  e x a m p l e s ;  t h i s  p a t t e r n  i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d ,  f o r  w h i c h  no c e n t e r  and t w o  d o u b l e  ch imney  p l a n  houses  
have  s u r v i v e d .  The p r e d o m i n a n c e  o f  d o u b l e  ch imney  p l a n s  f o r  b o t h  
p e r i o d s  s u g g e s t s  a  d e g r e e  o f  r e g i o n a l  i n n o v a t i o n .  A n o t h e r  
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  s t y l i s h n e s s  i s  t h e  p r e d o m i n c e  o f  h i p  
a n d  p y r a m i d a l  h i p  r o o f  f o r m s ,  w h i c h  o u t n u m b e r  g a b l e  r o o f s  on 
houses  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d o u b l e  and c e n t e r  ch imney  
p l a n  houses ,  a  few  end  ch imney  and  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  houses  were  
o b s e r v e d  as  w e l l .  A t  l e a s t  one house  ( E d w i n  B r idgeman House, 
1 8 1 5 )  has  a  f i v e - b a y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n .  C o t t a g e s  
a r e  l e s s  common t h a n  houses  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  and a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
l o c a t e d  away f r o m  t h e  town c e n t e r .  M o s t  o f  t h o s e  o b s e r v e d  have  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y s  and f i v e - b a y  f a c a d e s .  O f  n o t e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  
t h e  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  b r i c k .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  a  h a l f  dozen houses  o f  
b r i c k  have  s u r v i v e d .  These i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  houses  on M a i n  S t r e e t ,  
a l l  o f  w h i c h  h a v e  been s u r v e y e d ,  as  w e l l  as a  house  on W r i g h t  
S t r e e t  n e a r  G o o d e l l  Road, w h i c h  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y .  
T h i s  i s  an end ch imney  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  r o u n d  a r c h  e n t r a n c e .  
P r o b a b l y  t h e  f i n e s t  house  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  S t o n e  House (18271,  
and end-ch imney  f i e 1  d s t o n e  house  w i t h  t r a n s i t i o n a l  Greek R e v i v a l  
d e t a i l i n g .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The p r e s e n t  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  was 
e r e c t e d  i n  1789. As o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was e n t e r e d  
f r o m  t h e  c e n t e r  bay o f  t h e  f i v e - b a y  w i d e  s o u t h  w a l l  ( t h e  l o n g  s i d e  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g )  and f e a t u r e d  a  s q u a r e  b e l l  t o w e r  on t h e  w e s t  
end. I n  1828,  t h e  c h u r c h  was e n l a r g e d  b y  c u t t i n g  i n  h a l f  and  
i n s e r t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  bays .  The p r e s e n t  t w o - s t o r y  gab1 e  r o o f  p o r c h  
was added a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b e l l  t o w e r .  I n  
1825,  a  s p l i n t e r  g r o u p  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  f o r m e d  t h e  B r a i n e r d  Church.  
A B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1795,  b u i l d i n g  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  
1814.  O t h e r  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t  o f  a  M e t h o d i s t  
c h u r c h  i n  1823. N i n e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1794. 

Commer i ca l :  S e v e r a l  t a v e r n s  o p e r a t e d  on F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d .  The o n l y  e x t a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  known i s  t h e  
Hampsh i re  N a t i o n a l  Bank b u i l d i n g  (1835  and 1 8 3 9 ) ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  
g a b l e  r o o f  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  a t  M a i n  and S t a t e  S t r e e t s .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  830-1870)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

T h e r e  was c o n t i n u e d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  
t h e  Amhers t  and B e l c h e r t o w n  R a i l r o a d  i n  1852  f r o m  P a l m e r  a l o n g  t h e  
a x i s  o f  J a b i s h  and B r o a d  b r o o k s  t o  A r c a d i a  Lake  and  Hop Brook .  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

B e l c h e r t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  peaked i n  1860 a f t e r  f o r t y  y e a r s  o f  
r e l a t i v e l y  s low growth .  In t h e  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  1830-1860,  t h e  town 
grew by o n l y  218 new r e s i d e n t s - - a n  a v e r a g e  o f  s even  p e r  y e a r .  
A f t e r  1860  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e d  s t e a d i l y  f o r  60 y e a r s .  IN 
1 8 5 5 ,  f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  were f o r e i g n  b o r n ,  we l l  under  
t h e  13% c o u n t y  a v e r a g e .  Of t h e s e ,  s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  h a l f  were  
I r i s h ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  32% Canad i an .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Be1 che r town  C e n t e r  c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  c i v i c  and commercial  
f o c u s  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  w i t h  a  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y  t o  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  on S t a t e  S t r e e t  (Rou t e  21 ). I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  
expanded a t  B o n d s v i l l e  ( P a l m e r )  a l o n g  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r ,  w i t h  a  
s e c o n d a r y  d e p o t  v i l l a g e  a t  D w i g h t  a l o n g  S c a r b o r o  Brook.  Da i ry  
f a r m i n g  expanded a l o n g  J a b i s h  Brook f rom Cold S p r i n g  t o  Turkey 
H i l l  and a round  t h e  Pond H i l l  d i s t r i c t  a t  B a c h e l o r  Brook. 

D. Economic Base 

The 1  i m i  t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  deve lopmen t  t h a t  Be lcher town d i d  have  
peaked i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  deve lopment  o f  two 
smal l  p a p e r  m i l l s ,  F.M. Bardwel l  ' s  Be l che r town  Woolen Company a t  
Bardwel l  V i l l a g e ,  and a  sma l l  f o r k  f a c t o r y .  B u t  f o r  t h e  p a p e r  
m i l l s  ( on  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r ) ,  mos t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  power was p r o v i d e d  
by J a b i s h  Brook. In a d d i  t i o n ,  Be lcher town women produced  
s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  p a l m l e a f  h a t s  f o r  a  t ime  ( 1 0 %  o f  t h e  
c o u n t y  t o t a l  i n  1 8 4 5 ) .  

B u t  t h e  major  b u s i n e s s  t h r o u g h o u t  mos t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  o n e - h o r s e  pl e a s u r e  wagons.  (Be1 c h e r t o w n ,  w r o t e  
Or r a  S t o n e  i n  1930 ,  was t h e  " D e t r o i t  o f  t h e  c a r r i a g e  i n d u s t r y . " )  
In 1855 ,  t h e  peak r e c o r d  y e a r ,  166  men were  employed making wagons 
worth  $90 ,750  a n n u a l l y .  Of t h e s e ,  two o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  f i r m s ,  J .  
Packa rd  and Co., and H.T.Fil e r  and Co., e ach  employed 40-50 men 
and t u r n e d  o u t  300+ wagons a n n u a l l y .  T e r t i u s  and Samuel Cowles 
employed t w e l v e  i n  t h a t  y e a r  ( 1 8 5 5 )  b u t  would l a t e r  come t o  be one 
o f  t h e  b e s t  known o f  t h e  Be lcher town c a r r i a g e  make r s ,  s h i p p i n g  
t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  t o  P e r s i a  and A u s t r a l i a .  F i f t h  Avenue s t a g e  
c o a c h e s  were  a l s o  p roduced  i n  Be lcher town i n  l a r g e  numbers.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : E x t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
1 8 3 0 s ,  40s  and  5 0 s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  d e c l i n i n g  somewhat a f t e r  1860. A 
number o f  house s  were  b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  w i t h  deve lopment  
e x t e n d i n g  o u t  F e d e r a l ,  S t a t e ,  Mill V a l l e y  and S p r i n g f i e l d  
S t r e e t s .  Seconda ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  on West 
S t r e e t  a l o n g  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o r n e r  o f  
t h e  town. T h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  f rom 1850  o n ,  stemmed from 
i n d u s t r i a l  i z a t i o n  i n  B o n d s v i l l  e  ( P a l m e r ) ,  j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  
S i d e h a l l  c o t t a g e s  and house s  i n  t h e  Greek Reviva l  and I t a l i a n a t e  
s t y 1  e s  p r edomina t e .  Double chimney p l a n  ( f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e )  c o t t a g e s  and house s  a r e  a l s o  q u i t e  common. In  
a d d i t i o n  t o  
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t h e s e  s t a n d a r d  house  t y p e s ,  a  f e w  houses  w e r e  b u i l t  w i t h  c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e  f i v e - b a y  f a c a d e s  and  g a b l e  ends t o  t h e  s t r e e t ;  t h e  
" B e e h i v e "  ( c a .  1 8 4 0 )  i s  a  good e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  f o r m ,  w h i c h  
c o m b i n e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f i v e - b a y  f a c a d e  w i t h  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  
o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Greek r e v i v a l .  F o r  b o t h  houses  and c o t t a g e s ,  
Greek R e v i v a l  d e t a i l s ,  s u c h  as  r e c t i l  i n e a r  d o o r  s u r r o u n d s  w i t h  
t r a n s o m s  and s i  d e l  i g h t s ,  p r e d o m i n a t e ;  f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  I t a l  i a n a t e  
d e t a i l s  a r e  u n u s u a l .  O f  s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  t h e  t o w n ' s  t w o  G o t h i c  
R e v i v a l  houses ,  t h e  C a l v i n  B r i d g e m a n  House ( 1  8 4 6 )  on t h e  common, 
a n d  a  b o a r d  a n d  b a t t e n  c o t t a g e  on S t a t e  S t r e e t .  The B r i d g e m a n  
House, w i t h  a  t w o - s t o r y  p o r c h  r e c e s s e d  b e h i n d  a  l a r g e  l a n c e t  
a r c h e d  o p e n i n g ,  i s  a  v e r y  r a r e  examp le  o f  i t s  t y p e .  A l s o  
n o t e w o r t h y  i s  an i n t a c t  g r o u p  o f  s i d e h a l l  G reek  R e v i v a l  I t a l  i a n a t e  
c o t t a g e s  ( c a .  1 8 4 0 - 4 5 )  on  M a p l e  S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Two i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g s  w e r e  added 
t o  t h e  town common d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  These a r e  t h e  B r a i n e r d  
C h u r c h  ( 1  836;  now S t .  F r a n c i s ) ,  a  one -and-a -ha1  f s t o r y  c h a p e l  w i t h  
a  p e d i m e n t  p a r a p e t  ( c a .  1 8 2 0 )  a n d  t h e  O l d  Town H a l l  ( 1865 ,  
H a r r i s o n  R o o t ,  b u i l d e r ) .  The O l d  Town H a l l  i s  a  w e l l - d e v e l o p e d  
e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  I t a l  i a n a t e  s t y l e  w i t h  a  f l u s h b o a r d  f a c a d e  
a r t i c u l a t e d  w i  t h  q u a d r a n t  c o r n e r e d  p i e r s  a n d  r o u n d h e a d  w indows.  
An i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e  was t h e  
Be1 c h e r t o w n  C l a s s i c a l  S c h o o l  ( 1  8 3 6 ) .  

Commer ica l  : B e l c h e r t o w n  i s  u n u s u a l  i n  t h a t  a  number o f  p e r i o d  
c o m m e r i c a l  b u i l d i n g  h a v e  s u r v i v e d .  A l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e  
o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  o r  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  v e r n a c u l a r  I t a l i a n a t e  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s  f l a n k e d  b y  1  a r g e  w indows.  These 
i n c l  ude t h e  H o p i  n s  S t o r e ,  F i  1  e r  S t o r e h o u s e ,  a n d  U n d e r t a k e r s  
B l o c k .  The B r i d g e m a n  B l o c k  ( 1 8 3 9 - 1 8 4 5 )  i s  b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l  d i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e i n g  a  
t w o - s t o r y  f i v e - b a y  b r i c k  b l o c k  w i t h  a  b r i c k  m o d i l l i o n  c o r n i c e .  
The F i l e r  S t o r e h o u s e  a n d  a n o t h e r  b u i l  d i n g ,  F i l e r ' s  C a r r i a g e  Shop, 
a  t w o - s t o r y  Greek  R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g  t w o  b a y s  w i d e  w i t h  a  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  bay ,  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c a r r i a g e  b u i l d i n g  
b u s i n e s s  f o r  w h i c h  B e l c h e r t o w n  was n o t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870 -1915)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

T h e r e  was c o n t i n u e d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s y s t e m  w i t h  t h e  
A t h o l  B r a n c h  a l o n g  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  f rom L u d l o w  t o  B o n d s v i l l e  and  
West  Ware i n  1873 (now abandoned t o  t h e  Q u a b b i n  R e s e r v o i r ) .  A  
s e c o n d a r y  r o u t e  f r o m  Ware t o  A m h e r s t  emerged as  t h e  C e n t r a l  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  R a i l  r o a d  i n  1886,  w h i c h  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Ve rmon t  t h r o u g h  B e l c h e r t o w n  C e n t e r  and D w i g h t  (now abandoned i n  
p a r t ) .  T h e r e  was a t t e m p t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Hampden R a i l r o a d  
f r o m  Ware t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  t h r o u g h  B o n d s v i l l e  ( P a l m e r )  i n  1911,  w i t h  
a  m a s s i v e  r o a d b e d  a l o n g  t h e  H a m p s h i r e  C o u n t y  l i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
c o n c r e t e  a b u t m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  i n t a c t  a t  T h r e e  R i v e r s  and B a r r e t t s  
J u n c t i o n  Roads. No s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  l i n e s  w e r e  p r o j e c t e d  o r  
c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  B e l c h e r t o w n .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Be1 c h e r t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l  i n e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  f r o m  2,428 i n  1 8 7 0  t o  2,062 i n  1915. A l t h o u g h  i t s  
i m m i g r a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  i n  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
f o r e i g n  g r o u p s  r e p r e s e n t e d  r e m a i n e d  t h e  I r i s h  and F r e n c h  
Canad ians ,  w i t h  b y  1905 ,  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  A u s t r i a n s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Commerc ia l  and  c i v i c  a c t i v i t y  r e m a i n e d  f o c u s e d  a t  Be1 c h e r t o w n  
C e n t e r ,  w i t h  t h e  a x i s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t .  
I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e d  a t  B o n d s v i l l e  ( P a l m e r )  a1 ong S w i f t  
R i v e r  w i t h  d a i r y  f a r m i n g  a l o n g  t h e  a x i s  o f  J a b i s h  B r o o k .  

D. Economic  Base 

By 1886 ,  o n l y  t w o  o r  t h r e e  s m a l l  c a r r i a g e  shops r e m a i n e d  o f  
B e l c h e r t o w n ' s  once f l o u r i s h i n g  t r a d e .  A s o a p s t o n e  f a c t o r y  had  
been s t a r t e d  a t  B a r r e t t s  J u n c t i o n ,  b u t  i t s  raw  m a t e r i a l  was 
i m p o r t e d  f r o m  New Hampsh i re ,  and i t  does n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  l a s t e d  
l o n g .  No o t h e r  new i n d u s t r i e s  were  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  

Be1 c h e r t o w n ' s  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  c o u n t y  1 i s t s .  
I n  t h e  number o f  farms,  a n d  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  hay ,  b u t t e r ,  a n d  eggs,  
B e l c h e r t o w n  r a n k e d  f i r s t  i n  H a m p s h i r e  C o u n t y  i n  1880.  Tobacco and 
i n d i a n  c o r n  were  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t s .  I n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  i t s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n  g e n e r a l  ($149,3471,  B e l c h e r t o w n  r a n k e d  
t h i r d  a f t e r  H a d l e y  and  Amhers t .  By 1905  B e l c h e r t o w n  was t h e  
l e a d i n g  m i l k  p r o d u c i n g  town i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  I t  a l s o  had  t h e  
l a r g e s t  number o f  fa rms ( 2 9 8 )  and  r e p o r t e d  t h e  second  h i g h e s t  
v a l u e  o f  d r e s s e d  p o u l t r y  i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  I n  g e n e r a l ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was c o n f i n e d  
t o  t h e  town  c e n t e r  and,  a f t e r  1900,  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  a r e a s  o f  A r c a d i a  
Lake and Metacomet  Lake.  M o s t  o f  t h e  houses  c o n s t r u c t e d  were  
f a i r l y  s imp1 e ,  v e r n a c u l a r  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  
e m b e l l i s h e d  s i d e h a l l  p l a n s  and m o d e s t  d e t a i l i n g .  A t  l e a s t  two  
a r c h i t e c t s  w o r k e d  i n  B e l c h e r t o w n  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  Henry  Hoag and New 
York  a r c h i t e c t  H e n r y  K i l b u r n .  K i l b u r n  r e m o d e l l e d  t w o  F e d e r a l  
houses ,  t h e  C l a p p  and D o o l i t t l e  houses ,  i n  1883-84.  H o a g ' s  own 
c o t t a g e  ( 1 8 8 7 )  i s  one o f  t h e  t w o ' s  v e r y  few mansard  r o o f e d  
b u i l d i n g s .  V e r y  much more modes t  t h a n  t h e  s u b u r b a n  houses  a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  were  t h e  l a k e  c o t t a g e s  a t  A r c a d i a  and  Metacomet .  These a r e  
o n e - s t o r y ,  h i p  o r  g a b l e  r o o f  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  summer 
u s e  o n l y ,  o f  w h i c h  p e r h a p s  as many as  t w o  dozen were  b u i l t  ca .  
1915. A l s o  o f  n o t e  a r e  t w o  l a r g e  b a r n s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d :  one, 
an I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e ,  s t a n d s  a t  t h e  S t a t e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  S t a t i o n  
a t  C o l d  S p r i n g ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  (1880,  H e n r y  Hoag)  w i t h  mansard ,  
S t i c k  S t y l e  and Queen Anne d e t a i l s ,  i s  l o c a t e d  on S t a t e  S t r e e t  
n e a r  t h e  S t a t e  S c h o o l .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : S e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g s  were  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  town  c e n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The f i n e s t  o f  
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t h e s e  i s  t h e  C l a p p  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  (1883-871 ,  Henry  K i l b u r n ) ,  a  
c r u c i f o r m  r e d  b r i c k  and  t e r r a c o t t a  Queen Anne b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  r e d  
t i l e  r o o f  and c e n t r a l  o c t a g o n a l  t o w e r .  O t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  added t o  
t h e  common were :  t h e  Hope M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  (18231 ,  moved t o  
B e l c h e r t o w n  f r o m  S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  1 8 7 2  a n d  r e m o d e l l e d  i n  t h e  
Romanesque R e v i v a l  S t y 1  e ;  t h e  Queen Anne C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  P a r i s h  
House ( 1  8 8 8 )  ; and  o c t a g o n a l  b a n d s t a n d  ( 1 8 7 8 )  ; and t h e  F i r e  S t a t i o n  
( 1 9 0 2 ) ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  h i p  r o o f  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  i t s  h o s e - d r y i n g  t o w e r  
i n t a c t .  

Commerc ia l  : A f e w  c o m m e r i c a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  town  
c e n t e r ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  t h e  Morey  B l o c k  ( c a .  1 8 9 5 ) ,  a  
two -and-a -ha1  f s t o r y  Queen A n n e I C o l  o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b u i l  d i n g  w i t h  
s t o r e f r o n t s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and  r e s i d e n t i a l  space  above.  A l s o  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  B e l c h e r t o w n  e x p e r i e n c e d  some p o p u l a r i t y  as  a  summer 
r e s o r t  a n d  a  f e w  houses ,  such  a s  Peeso,  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  h o t e l s .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  915 -1940)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

T h e r e  was i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  l o c a l  h i g h w a y s  as  r e g i o n a l  a u t o  r o a d s .  A 
p r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  R o u t e  9  f r o m  Ware t o  
Amhers t  w i t h  a b r i d g e  a t  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  ( 1 9 3 1 )  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  
p a r k w a y s  t o  W i n d s o r  Dam ( Q u a b b i  n  R e s e r v o i r ) .  The p r i m a r y  
n o r t h - s o u t h  h i g h w a y  f r o m  A t h o l  t o  H o l y o k e  was R o u t e  202 t h r o u g h  
B e l c h e r t o w n  C e n t e r  w i t h  a  s e c o n d a r y  n o r t h - s o u t h  h i g h w a y  a s  R o u t e  
21 f r o m  L u d l o w  t o  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  d i s c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  Rou te  
9  n o r t h  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Q u a b b i n  R e s e r v o i r  i n  1938. A 
l o c a l  c o n n e c t o r  was R o u t e  1 8 1  t o  P a l m e r ,  w i t h  an A r t  Deco b r i d g e  
a t  B o n d s v i l l e  ( 1 9 3 7 ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

B e l c h e r t o w n ' s  d e c l  i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  was s u d d e n l y  ha1 t e d  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1920s  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  S c h o o l  i n  1922.  I n  
t h e  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  1920-1935  t h e  number o f  r e s i d e n t s  g rew b y  o v e r  
87%, r e a c h i n g  2,905 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r .  As a  r e s u l t ,  B e l c h e r t o w n  
l e d  t h e  c o u n t y  w i t h  an o v e r a l l  g r o w t h  r a t e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  69.8%. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  

B e l c h e r t o w n  C e n t e r  r e m a i n e d  a s  t h e  c i v i c  and  c o m m e r i c a l  f o c u s  w i t h  
f u r t h e r  e x p a n s i o n  w e s t  a l o n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a x i s  w i t h  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
o f  B e l c h e r t o w n  S t a t e  Schoo l  ( 1 9 2 2 ) .  H ighway  c o m m e r i c a l  a c t i v i t y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  t h e  R o u t e  9  a x i s  w i t h  a  s e c o n d a r y  c e n t e r  a t  t h e  
j u n c t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  2 0 2 ) .  T h e r e  was e x p a n s i o n  o f  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  summer c o t t a g e s  a t  Me tacomet  and  
A r c a d i a  l a k e s  f r o m  A m h e r s t  ( R o u t e  9  a x i s ) .  F o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Q u a b b i n  R e s e r v o i r  r e q u i r e d  c l e a r a n c e  o f  Upper  S w i f t  R i v e r  f a r m l a n d  
( 1 9 2 7 ) ,  a n d  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  W i n d s o r  
Dam ( 1 9 3 8 ) .  A g r i c u l t u r e  was m a i n t a i n e d  on t h e  f e r t i l e  f a r m l a n d  o f  
J a b i s h  B r o o k  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a t  B o n d s v i l l  e  ( P a l m e r ) .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Belchertown



D. Economic Base 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The t o w n ' s  r e s i d e n t s  
were  m o s t l y  engaged i n  d a i r y  f a r m i n g  and g r o w i n g  Macintosh 
a p p l e s .  B e l c h e r t o w n  g a i n e d  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  w h a t  was f o r m e r l y  
E n f i e l d  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  Q u a b b i n  R e s e r v o i r ,  1929-39.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : V e r y  1  i t t l  e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d .  A t  t h e  town  c e n t e r ,  a  f e w  s i m p l e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
c o t t a g e s  w i t h  s t u c c o  f i n i s h  were  c o n s t r u c t e d .  O t h e r  s m a l l  
c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  A r c a d i a  and Metacomet  l a k e s .  Some 
c o n v e r s i o n  o f  e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g s  t o  m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  u s e  t o o k  p l a c e  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  as  w e l l .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : I n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  town  common 
w i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Lawrence M e m o r i a l  H a l l  (1923,  M a l c o l m  B. 
H a r d i n g ) ,  a  b r i c k  and c o n c r e t e  T u d o r  R e v i v a l  town h a l l ,  and  t h e  
C e n t e r  S c h o o l  (1922,  M a l c o l m  B. H a r d i n g ) ,  a  u t i l i t a r i a n  
o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  M a j o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  
a t  t h e  S t a t e  S c h o o l ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1922. The S t a t e  Schoo l  campus 
i n c l u d e s  a  number o f  t w o  and  t h r e e  s t o r y  u t i l i t a r i a n  b r i c k  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s e r v i c e  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g s  and s m a l l e r  
s t u c c o  C r a f t s m a n  d o r m i t o r i e s .  

Commerc ia l :  Two c o m m e r i c a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  o f  n o t e :  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  
B e l c h e r t o w n  M o t o r  S a l e s  (19181 ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  s t u c c o  a u t o  
d e a l e r s h i p ,  and Henneman's Exxon (19391,  a  o n e - s t o r y  gas s t a t i o n  
w i t h  a  c u r v i l i n e a r  o f f i c e .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

B e l c h e r t o w n ' s  s u r v e y  i s  c o m p l e t e  f o r  t h e  town c e n t e r  a r e a  and 
r e c o r d s  m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  o r  e a r l y  b u i l  d i n g s  i n  o u t l y i n g  s e c t i o n s .  
S e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  
i n v e n t o r y ,  however ,  and s h o u l d  b e  added t o  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  when 
u p d a t i n g  i s  done. These i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  houses  
(one  o f  b r i c k )  on W r i g h t  S t r e e t  and E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s '  
h o u s i n g  n e a r  B o n d s v i l l e .  A rea  fo rms s h o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e d  f o r  t h e  
S t a t e  S c h o o l .  

X I I .  SOURCES 

B e l c h e r t o w n ,  Mass. P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  O l d  Home Week C e l e b r a t i o n  
a t  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  Mass., J u l y  26-29,  1 9 0 2  ( A m h e r s t ,  19U2) .  

B i c e n t e n n i a l  Commi t t e e ,  B e l c h e r t o w n ,  Mass., f o u n d e d  1731,  
I n c o r p o r a t e d  1761 ( S p r i n g t i e l d ,  1 9 6 1 7 )  . . 
Do01 i tt l e, Mark ,  " H i s t o r i c a l  S k e t c h e s  o f  Be1 c h e r t o w n ,  Mass." New 
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