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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: Dec. 1982 Communi t y  : Bernardston 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Bernardston i s  one o f  the  northernmost towns i n  F rank l i n  County, i t s  nor thern 
boundary abut t ing  southern Vermont. The town i s  covered by moderate t o  rugged 
up1 ands t h a t  dominate western Massachusetts. E levat ions vary considerably; 
heights usua l l y  range between 650 f e e t  t o  over 1100 feet.  The h ighest  peak i s  
Bald Mountain (1 246 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  i n  nor theastern Bernardston. Addi t ional  
prominent po in ts  i nc lude  Pond Mountain (1  245 f e e t )  nor theast  o f  Bald Mountain, 
East Mountain (1100 f e e t )  east  o f  the  v i l l a g e  o f  North Bernardston, Wildcat 
Mountain (1 128 f e e t )  loca ted  i n  western cent ra l  Bernards ton, and West Mountain 
(1230 f e e t  south o f  the  previous peak. The l a s t  p o i n t  was the s i t e  o f  an 
ea r l y  19th century black s l a t e  auarry t h a t  provided mater ia l  for  l o c a l  
gravestone carvers. 

These uplands are b isected by the F a l l  River Val ley, which runs the length  o f  
Bernardston on a nor th lsouth  axis. A smal ler area o f  i n te rva les  i s  s i t ua ted  
i n  southeas t e r n  Bernardston . Fa1 1 River, the town's pr imary waterway, f lows 
through the  F a l l  River  Va l ley  and eventua l ly  dra ins i n t o  t h e  Connecticut River  
s l i a h t l y  below Turners F a l l s  i n  G i l l .  Fa l l  River i s  fed by a l a r g e  number o f  
minor t r i b u t a r i e s  t h a t  d ra in  from the uplands i n t o  the r i v e r .  Bernardston has 
no freshwater bodies. Local s o i l  cons is ts  b a s i c a l l y  o f  a g rave l l y  loam. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Bernardston o r i g i n a l l y  was granted as F a l l  Town i n  1736 f o r  veterans o f  the 
Turners F a l l s  F igh t  (1675), w i t h  i t s  eastern boundary a t  N o r t h f i e l d  l i n e  
(1714) and southern boundary a t  the Deer f i e ld  (Greenf ie ld)  l i n e  o f  1673. Fa l l  
Town was surveyed fo r  l o t  d i v i s i ons  i n  1739 and i t s  nor thern boundary 
es tab l ished as Province L ine (Vermont) i n  1741. It was incorporated as the 
town o f  Bernardston i n  1762 w i t h  i t s  western d i s t r i c t  establ ished as Leyden i n  
1784, i n c l u d i n g  a l a t e r  adjustment o f  boundary l i n e  i n  1889 along the  Eden 
Road sect ion. 

I I I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Bernardston, a r u r a l  commercial center on a pr imary c o r r i d o r  between 
Greenf ie ld  and Vermont, i s  loca ted  i n  the F a l l  R iver  Val l e y  surrounded by 
uplands o f  the  Green Mountains, w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e  po ten t i a l  suspected i n  the 
low1 and meadows near the town center. It was s e t t l e d  dur ing the mid 18th 
century w i t h  French and Indian f o r t  l oca t i ons  marked along the  F a l l  River 
Val ley and a t  the o r i g i n a l  c i v i c  focus on Huckle H i l l .  A Colonia l  
meetinghouse and o ther  per iod  houses surv ive  as remodelled examples around the 
town center. Expansion of a g r i c u l t u r e  occurred dur ing the Federal per iod  i n  
the F a l l  River Val ley w i t h  several farmsteads and a notable tavern i n  North 
Bernardston, and up1 and cottages along Couch Brook t o  Leyden. S i  gni  f i c a n t  
expansion o f  Bernardston town center dur ing  the  mid 19 th  century, w i t h  
regional  r a i l r o a d  connections, i n c l u d i n g  a 1 andmark stone v iaduct  over  Fa1 1 
Piver.  Town center r e t a i n s  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  c i v i c  bu i l d ings  along the  Main 
S t ree t  ax is  w i t h  surrounding suburban houses i n c l u d i n g  I t a l  i anate, Greek 
Revival, and Gothic examples. L imi ted  i n d u s t r i a l  development along F a l l  River 
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m i l l  s i t es ,  w i t h  a secondary v i l l a g e  a t  Shaw Road and Hales Crossing. Dairy 
farming cont inued as the pr imary a c t i v i t y  i n  the F a l l  River Val ley through the 
e a r l y  20th century w i t h  e laborate per iod  barns t o  North Bernardston and the  
development o f  t o u r i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  along Route 5, i n c l u d i n g  a per iod ho te l  and 
gas s ta t i ons  near the town center.  

Present development i s  most ev ident  a t  I n t e r s t a t e  91's j unc t i on  w i t h  Route 10 
t o  N o r t h f i e l d  and along Route 5 t o  Greenf ield. Bernardston Center r e t a i n s  
o r i g i n a l  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  despi te the t r a f f i c  volume, and North Bernardston 
tavern preserves 1 andscape character  o f  the F a l l  River  Val ley, w i t h  
recreat iona l  housing from Vermont i n  surrounding high1 ands . 
I V. CONTACT PER I O D  ( 1 500-1 620) 

A, T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Bernards ton was i n  an important  north-south c o r r i d o r  from Pocumtuck 
(Deer f ie l  d )  Val l e y  to  t h e  Connecticut River. A pr imary north-south t r a i l  
apparent ly  f o l l  owed the west bank o f  the F a l l  River Va l l  ey as Route 5 w i th  
east-west connection t o  Sauakeag ( N o r t h f i e l d )  l i k e l y  f o l l ow ing  along 
Parmenter-Gi l l  Road, w i t h  F a l l  River fordways poss ib le  a t  Mountain and 
River-Shaw Road. A secondary n o r t  h-south h i  ghl and t a i l  repor ted from 
Picomegan (Greenf ie ld )  along the  south f lank  o f  Ba l l  H i l l  (Leyden) t o  Couch 
Brook and across Fa l l  River t o  East Mountain (Coste l lo ,  map, 1975), w i t h  a 
1 i k e l y  t r a i l  over Huckle H i l l  from West Road. 

B. Sett lement Pat terns:  

There were no repor ted n a t i v e  Contact per iod  s i t es .  Local nat ives probably 
congregated i n  the f e r t i l e  F a l l  River  Val ley and t o  a lesser  degree, the 
1 owl ands o f  southeas t e r n  Bernardston . Small e r  camps may have been es tab1 ished 
i n  the town's uplands. Prime loca t i ons  f o r  such s i t e s  are the  b l u f f s  loca ted  
on the eastern s ide o f  F a l l  River and over looking the  j unc t i on  o f  Route 91 and 
Bald Mountain Road, and the  re1  a t i v e l y  l eve l  peaks o f  Bald and east mountains. 

C. Subsistence Pat terns:  

The F a l l  River Val ley and the lowlands o f  southeastern Bernardston would have 
provided nat ives  w i t h  good h o r t i c u l  t u r a l  1 and. Local na t i ve  f i s h i n g  probably 
focused on the F a l l  River. However, i t  i s  j u s t  as l i k e l y  t h a t  l o c a l  occupants 
journeyed the r e l a t i v e l y  shor t  distance to  f i s h  a t  the major f i s h i n g  s i t e  a t  
Rutners F a l l s  (G i l  l/Montague 1, p a r t i c u l  a r l y  dur ing  the  sp r ing  spawning runs. 
The F a l l  River  Val ley and Bernardston's moderate uplands would have been aood 
s i t e s  f o r  na t i ve  hunting. 

D. Observations: 

Bernardston's f e r t i l e  lowlands and good water sources were capable o f  
support ing a small t o  moderate s ized na t i ve  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e .  The 
Bernardston n a t i v e  sett lement was most 1 i k e l y  an o f fshoot  o f  the 1 arger 
v i l l a g e  establ ished a t  Turners F a l l s  o r  poss ib ly  t h a t  i n  present Nor th f ie ld .  
Local n a t i v e  were probably a f f i  1 i ated w i t h  the Quakheags , a na t i ve  group 
centered i n  N o r t h f i e l d  i n  the  ea r l y  18th century. Regionally, t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
dominated the Middle Connect icut River Val l  ey. The greatest  1 i ke l  i hood f o r  
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extan t  archaeological  evidence o f  n a t i v e  occupat ion should be i n  t he  F a l l  
River  Valley, t he  prev ious ly  mentioned b l u f f  over look ing  the  eastern p o r t i o n  
o f  the  va l ley ,  and the  low1 ands o f  southeastern Bernardston. 

V. PLANTATION PERIOD 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes : 

There was improvement o f  north-south t r a i l s  from Deer f i e l  d t o  N o r t h f i e l  d a1 ong 
F a l l  River as Route 10 ax is  f o l l o w i n g  Parmenter Road, w i t h  a pr imary 
nor th-south t r a i l  along F a l l  River  Va l ley  as Route 5. 

B. Populat ion:  

It i s  unclear  how l a r g e  the per iod  n a t i v e  popul a t i o n  was i n  Bernardston. The 
town lacked a Colonia l  popu la t ion  u n t i l  the l a t e  1730s. 

C. S e t t l  ement Pat terns:  

Nat ive  set t lement  pa t te rns  were probably b a s i c a l l y  t he  same as those suggested 
fo r  t h e  Contact per iod. 

D. Economic Base: 

Nat ive  subsistence pa t te rns  l i k e l y  were s i m i l a r  to those descr ibed f o r  the 
Contact period. The development o f  Anglo-Indian f u r  t rade i n  the Middle 
Connect icut River Va l ley  by t h e  Pynchon fam i l y  du r i ng  the  P l a n t a t i o n  per iod  
most l i k e l y  encouraged increased n a t i v e  hunt ina  and t rapp ing  o f  fu r -bear ing  
animal s. 

Colonia l  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  resources was probably l i m i t e d  to occasional 
hunt ing  and t imber ing  by Nor th f i e l d ,  G i l l ,  and D e e r f i e l d  s e t t l e r s .  

E. Observations: 

The Bernardston area appears to have cont inued p r i m a r i l y  as the s i t e  o f  n a t i v e  
sett lement.  Serous Colonia l  i n t e r e s t  i n  es tab l i sh ing  a set t lement  i n  
Bernardston and / o r  u t i l i z i n g  l o c a l  resources on a l a r g e  scale basis  was 
undoubtedly discouraged by the  presence o f  1 arge t r a c t s  o f  h igher  aual i t y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  i n  lower por t ions  o f  the  Connect icut River  Va l ley  and the 
area's exposure t o  n a t i v e  a t tack .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A, T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Sett lement o f  F a l l  Town (1736) and the  l o c a t i o n  o f  t he  meetinghouse on Huckle 
Hi1 1 (1  739) created r a d i a l  highways, i n c l u d i n g  Huckle H i l l  and Purple Meadow 
Roads to  Parmenter Road (Route 10). The pr imary north-south highways remained 
as Route 5 along F a l l  R iver  Va l ley  w i t h  an east-west connector along across 
the  F a l l  River  fordway (1760) was repor ted  a t  Mountain Road (Hol land 1855: 11, 
p.321 1. 
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B. Populat ion:  

There were no references t o  a l o c a l  n a t i v e  populat ion i n  ava i l  ab le sources. 
By the  18th century, t he  n a t i v e  popu la t ion  was probably r e s t r i c t e d  t o  small 
bands t h a t  es tab l i shed shor t - term hunt ing, f i s h i n g  o r  "war" camps i n  the  area. 

The Col on i  a1 popu la t ion  f l u c t u a t e d  considerable, p a r t i c u l a r l y  dur ing  the  war 
years o f  ca. 1744-1760. I n  ca. 1744, t h e  set t lement  o f  "Fal l  Town" 
(encompassed present Bernardston, Leyden and p a r t  o f  Co l ra in )  had a popu la t ion  
o f  17 fam i l i es .  This f i g u r e  had dropped t o  on ly  two fam i l i es  i n  1747 as l o c a l  
fears o f  n a t i v e  a t tacks  reached epidemic p ropor t ions  (Ke l logg  1902:29). 
However, the  populat ion began t o  increase no t iceab ly  as the l a s t  o f  t h e  Ind ian  
wars neared i t s  end. By ca. 1760, the co lon ia l  community consis ted o f  
approximately 230 i n d i v i d u a l  s. The populat ion had more than doubled i n  ca. 
11775 when i t  stood a t  approximately 500 res idents  (Hol land 1855: 11, 321 ). 

C. Sett lement Pat terns:  

Nat ive  encampments probably cont inued t o  be es tab l i shed i n  the F a l l  River 
Val ley u n t i l  Colonia l  set t lement  i n  the  l a t e  1730s and 1740s. From t h a t  
po in t ,  n a t i v e  occupation was most l i k e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  more secluded upland 
loca t ions .  

Colonia l  set t lement  was sca t te red  and conf ined p r i m a r i l y  t o  the F a l l  River 
Val ley, roughly  between the  j u n c t i o n  o f  Route 10 and Route 91, and s l i g h t l y  
south o f  t he  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  Route 91 and Keets Brook, t h e  general v i c i n i t y  o f  
the i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Route 10 and Purp le Meadow Road and Huckle H i l l .  Between 
the  town's f i r s t  set t lmeent  i n  ca. 173811739 and ca. 1760, most o f  
Bernardston's c o l o n i a l  homes were p e r i o d i c a l l y  abandoned f o r  sa fe ty  o f  the  
set t lement  ' s  f ou r  f o r t i  f i e d  gar r i son  houses o r  co l  on ia l  Val 1  ey communities 
f u r the r  south. The l o c a l  ga r r i son  houses consis ted o f  Samuel Connable's 
"For t "  ca. 1739 on Route 5 s l i g h t l y  n o r t h  o f  i t s  j unc t i on  w i t h  Couch Brook, 
Major John Burke's pa l l i saded  hamlet (ca. 1739) s l i g h t l y  above the j u n c t i o n  o f  
Route 5 and Burke F l a t  Road, Deacon Shel don I s  " f o r t "  (ca. 1740-41 ) on Huckle 
H i l l ,  a  ha1 f m i l e  no r th  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Huckle H i l l  and Purple Meadow 
Roads. Burke's f o r t i f i e d  complex was the  most extensive. The pal 1  isade 
measured 96 x 96 f e e t  and contained up t o  e i g h t  houses, several o f  were on l y  
1 ean-tos. Bernardston's f i r s t  meetinghouse (congregat ional ) was erected i n  
ca. 1739 on Huckle H i l l  Road t o  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Chapin Road. By the  1760s, 
two small set t lement  nodes had developed i n  the  general v i c i n i t y  o f  Burke's 
p a l l  isaded f o r t  and on Huckle H i l l ,  probably near Deacon Shel don's g a r r i s i o n  
house, A t  t h i s  time, set t lement  had a l so  begun t o  expand i n  t o  present 
Leyden. 

D. Economic Base: 

The pr imary p u r s u i t  o f  t he  town's co lon ia l  res idents  was ag r i cu l t u re ,  Crop 
product ion took place p r i m a r i l y  i n  the  f e r t i l e  bottomlands o f  t h e  F a l l  River  
Val1 ey. Livestock probably grazed i n  the  moderate uplands adjacent t o  the 
v a l l e y  and Huckle H i l l .  Bernardston i s  repor ted  t o  have been one o f  the f i r s t  
towns w i t h i n  Massachusetts to have begun commercial product ion o f  maple 
syrup. Local product ion was i n i t i a t e d  i n  ca. 1765 (Ke l logg  1902:7). 
I n d u s t r i a l  operat ions were l i m i t e d .  The town's f i r s t  m i l l  (sawmill  ) was pu t  
i n t o  opera t ion  on the  F a l l  River  p r i o r  t o  ca. 1740 ( I b i d :  52). Samuel 
Connable es tab l i shed a g r i s t m i l l  on the  "northwest branch o f  F a l l  River"  
(probably Keets Brook) i n  ca. 1775. I n  ca. 1769, Major John Burke aua r r i ed  20 
town o f  l imestone from the  s i t e  o f  t he  "Chapin Quar ry "  ( I b i d :  63). The town's 
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f i r s t  tavern  was opened by E l  i sha  ( o r  E l  i j a )  She1 don i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  Huckle 
H i l l .  A second tavern was es tab l i shed by the  ever a c t i v e  Major John Burke on 
Route 5 s l i g h t l y  south o f  h i s  pa l l i saded  f o r t i f i c a t i o n ,  

E. A rch i tec tu re :  

Only two houses o f  t h e  Co lon ia l  pe r i od  are known t o  surv ive.  These are the 
Connable House ( o r  F o r t )  o f  1739, a two-story center  chimney p lan  s t r u c t u r e  
remodelled i n  the  Federal per iod, and the  Samuel Hale cot tage (1760), a 
three-ouar ter  p l  an s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  an end chimney. Bernardston i s  p a r t i c u l  a r l  y 
f o r tuna te  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  1739 meetinghouse, remodel 1 ed and moved 
several t ime bu t  ex tan t  nonetheless. As o r i g i n a l l y  constructed, the  
meetinghouse had dimensions o f  50 x 40 x 23 fee t .  It was repa i red  ca. 1767, 
i t  was voted " t o  n a i l  on the  boards t h a t  are come o f f ;  t o  n a i l  up the  windows, 
and o f  windows i n  the  lower p a r t  to be made so as t o  s l i p  up" (Sy lves ter  1879: 
629). The reference t o  windows being made t o  " s l i p  up"  suggests t h a t  they had 
been f i x e d  panes o r i g i n a l l y  and t h a t  they were to be made i n t o  double-hung 
sash; as movable sash had been i n  use f o r  some t ime on r e s i d e n t i a l  bu i l d i ngs ,  
the  1779 d i r e c t i v e  appears t o  represent  the  desire, however belated, t o  b r i n g  
the meetinghouse i n  1 i n e  w i t h  accepted a r c h i t e c t u r a l  taste. The 
meetinghouse ' s  cu r ren t  appearance dates from an 1825 Greek Revival 
remodel 1 ing. The b u i l  ding features a shal low p r o j e c t i n g  double entrance porch 
w i t h  pediment and domed two-stage sauare b e l f r y .  The f i r s t  tavern i n  
Bernardston was t h a t  o f  E l i sha  Sheldon (ca. 1760) and stood a t  the  base of  
Huckle H i l l ,  on what i s  now Route 10. 

F. Observations: 

Bernardston ' s  co lon ia l  s e t t l  emetn was s i t u a t e d  on the  exposed nor thern  
f r o n t i e r  o f  the M i  ddl e Connect icut R iver  Valley. A1 though Bernardston 
su f fe red  o n l y  l i g h t  to moderate damage du r i ng  t h e  Ind ian  wars o f  t h e  1740s and 
1750s, the community ' s  vu lnerabl  i t y  t o  n a t i v e  a t tack  impeded i t s  development 
u n t i l  l a t e  i n  the  period. The town's cont inued r u r a l  na ture  suggests an 
exce l l en t  1 i k e l  ihood o f  archaeologica l  remains o f  pe r i od  set t lement  s u r v i v i n g  
n the F a l l  River Val ley, i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Route 10 and Pu rp le  Meadow 
Road j u n c t i o n  and Huckle H i l l ,  E f f o r t s  should be made t o  p i n p o i n t  and p r o t e c t  
t h e  s i t e s  o f  t he  town's four  defensive s t ruc tu res ,  s ince they were such and 
important  p a r t  o f  the  se t t lement 's  ea r l y  development. 

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD (1 775-1830) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

The r e l o c a t i o n  o f  t he  meetinghouse from Huckle H i l l  t o  Bernardston Center 
(1821 ) formed a secondary network along Fa1 1 River  from Greenf ield,  i n c l u d i n g  
R iver  and Mery f i e l  d-Shaw Road. Other pe r i od  highways inc luded the  l oop  o f  
West Mountain Road and Keets Road along Shattuck Brook t o  Leyden. The pr imary 
east-west highway from Bernardston Center t o  N o r t h f i e l d  improved as Route 10, 
b i s e c t i n g  Old Parmenter Road, w i t h  a pr imary nor th/south highway t o  
B ra t t l ebo ro  (Vermont) remaining as Route 5 along t h e  F a l l  River Val ley. 

B. Populat ion:  

Between 1765 and 1790 the  town towns o f  Bernardston and Leyden grew by 630%; 
between 1776 and 1790, 176%, a growth r a t e  t y p i c a l  o f  t he  h i l l  towns around 

5 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Bernardston



it, bu t  among the  h ighes t  i n  t h e  Valley, A f t e r  1790, however, t h i s  r a p i d  
growth tapered o f f .  Bernardston, 1790-1830, grew by 32.8%, about average f o r  
the county, reaching 918 i n  the  1 a t t e r  year. 

C. S e t t l  ement Pat terns:  

C i v i c  focus s h i f t e d  from Huckle H i l l  t o  F a l l  River Val ley w i t h  t he  
meetinghouse r e l o c a t i o n  (1791 1, and to Bernardston Center (1  823) around Fa1 1 
River  m i l l  s i t e  on N o r t h f i e l  d Road. Secondary v i l l  ages developed a1 ong 
Greenf ie ld  Road (Route 5) a t  Hales Crossing and on R iver  S t ree t  a t  F a l l  River  
m i l l  s i t e .  The l o c a l  farming v i l l  age expanded a t  North Bernardston around the  
tavern s i t e  a t  Shattuck Brook i n  F a l l  R iver  Val ley. 

D. Economic Base: 

Predominantly ag r i cu l  t u r a l  economy w i t h  l a r g e  auant i  t i e s  o f  corn and r ye  
produced. I n  7828, 16,000 bushels o f  corn and r y e  repor ted  w i t h  numerous 
small d i s t i l l e r i e s  i n  add i t i on  t o  g r i s t m i l l  a t  t he  center,  and perhaps a ha1 f 
dozen sawmil ls by 1830. Kel logg repo r t s  t h a t  Bernardston farmers were among 
t h e  f i r s t ,  ca. 1765, t o  make maple sugar and syrup. 

The discovery of i r o n  ore i n  West Mountain about 1777 l e d  t o  the  es tab l  ishment 
i n  about 1780 o f  an i r o n  works on F a l l  River a t  the  Greenf ie l  d l i n e ,  run by 
Lemuel Robbins, though there i s  l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  size, By 1818 a 
s a t i n e t  m i l l  w i t h  e i g h t  looms had been es tab l i shed on the  spot. One o r  two 
small tanneries, and shoemak i n g  a1 so noted. 

E, Arch i tec tu re :  

Res ident ia l :  a t  l e a s t  two dozen houses and cottages o f  t h e  Federal pe r i od  are 
known t o  surv ive  i n  Bernardston. O f  these, the m a j o r i t y  are two-s t o r y  
s t ruc tu res ,  among which are a number o f  s ty1 i s h  and subs tan t ia l  houses. The 
center chimney and center  h a l l  p lans were employed w i t h  eaual freauency. For 
cottages, t he  more t r a d i t i o n a l  center  chimney p lan  predominates. I n  general , 
both houses and cottages are c lus te red  a t  the town center, wh i le  i n  o u t l y i n g  
sect ions and along r u r a l  roads, t h e  dominant b u i l d i n g  type i s  the  two-story 
house. Bu i ld ings  a t  the town center  a lso tend t o  be somewhat less  p re ten t ious  
then i n d i v i d u a l  farmsteads i n  d i s c r e t e  se t t i ngs .  What are probably t h e  f i n e s t  
houses o f  the pe r i od  stand on Route 5 near North Bernardston. These are a 
p a i r  o f  h i p  roofed, double i n t e r i o r  s t ruc tu res ,  both o f  which fea tu re  f ive-bay 
facade treatment on f r o n t  and s ide  wal ls,  Both incorpora te  q u a l i t y  
d e t a i l i n g .  Other pe r i od  houses inc luded the  S la te  Homestead (ca. 17991, t h e  
Chapin Nelson House (remodelled ca. 1850) and t h e  Per ry  House (1790). A t  
l e a s t  one Federal house w i t h  tw in  rearwa l l  chimneys was observat ion Bal d 
Mountain Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A considerable amount o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  occurred i n  
the period. I n  1791, the f i r s t  meetinghouse was moved a second t ime ( t o  t h e  
fo rks  a t  West and Bald Mountain Road); i t  was moved a t h i r d  time, i n  1823, t o  
i t s  present l o c a t i o n  i n  Bernardston V i l lage ,  and r e b u i l t .  Bapt is ts ,  present 
i n  the  town from the e a r l y  1780s, organized a soc ie t y  i n  1789, b u i l d i n g  a 
meetinghouse a year l a t e r ;  the  1730 meetinghouse was replaced i n  1817 and 
surv ived i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  use as l a t e  as 1879. A1 though they d i d  no t  f o rma l l y  
organize, Methodists met i n  the town from the  l a t e  1790s on. I n  1820, a 
U n i v e r s a l i s t  Society  organized and i n  1823 b u i l t  a meetinghouse (no t  ex tan t ) .  
The Second ( Ortandox-Trini  t a r i a n )  Congregational Church was 
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organized i n  1824 (meetinghouse 1833). Six d i s t r i c t  school houses stood i n  the  
town i n n  i n  1830. Of the s t ruc tu res  mentioned above, on ly  the 1739 
meetinghouse i s  known extant.  

Commercial : A t  l e a s t  two taverns o f  t h e  per iod  surv ive.  These are  the  1789 
Connable Tavern , and end chimney, h i p  roo fed  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  f r o n t  and s ide  
wa l l  entrance treatment a t  North Bernardston, and a tavern i nd i ca ted  on the  
1830 map on Route 5 a t  the town center.  

V I  11. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 830-1870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

There was improvement o f  t h e  east-west c o r r i d o r  from Greenf ie ld  t o  N o r t h f i e l d  
as t h e  Connect icut R iver  Ra i l road (18471, w i t h  a monumental stone arch v iaduc t  
across F a l l  River i n t a c t  south o f  Bernardston Center. The l o c a l  highway 
sys tem remained focused around Bernards ton  Center w i t h  ax is  a1 ong Main S t r e e t  
(Route 10) and Greenf ie ld  Road (Route 5). 
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B. Populat ion: 

Bernardston reached i t s  peak populat ion i n  1840 a t  992, and the rea f te r  
f l uc tua ted  downward, ga in ing  new res idents only  i n  the l a t e  1850 and l a t e  
1860s. The a r r i v a l  o f  the  r a i l r o a d  i n  1846 appears, i f  anything, t o  have l o s t  
the town popul at ion. By 1870 the town popul a t i o n  stood a t  961 , some 31 
res idents sho r t  o f  t he  peak 1840 f i gu re ,  b u t  s t i l l  4.6% above the  number i n  
1830. 

Bernardston's foreign-born populat ion i n  1855 was 1.4% o f  the  t o t a l .  Twelve 
o f  the t h i r t e e n  immigrants were I r i s h ,  most o f  whom may have a r r i ved  w i t h  the  
r a i l  road. 

C. Settlement Pat terns:  

The pr imary c i v i c  and economic focus expanded a t  Bernardston Center w i th  
reg iona l  r a i l r o a d  connections (1847) c rea t i ng  a dispersed suburban v i l l a g e  
along the  ax is  o f  N o r t h f i e l d  Road and secondary development along Greenf ie ld 
Road. The c i v i c  center was created around the town common w i t h  a 1 i b r a r y  and 
academy (1863). Agr icu l  t u r e  remained as the pr imary a c t i v i t y  a1 ong t h e  F a l l  
River  Valley, w i t h  a farming v i l l a g e  a t  North Bernardston and a secondary 
commercial center a t  the  Hales Crossing r a i l r o a d  depot. 

D. Economic Base: 

There was a predominantly ag r i cu l  t u r a l  economy, a1 though l i m i t e d  manufacturing 
showed increas ing  d i v e r s i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  woodworking indus t r ies .  The 
r a i s i n g  o f  hops had begun i n  1835, probably adopt ing the  crop which N o r t h f i e l d  
had been r a i s i n g  s ince 1818, By 1855, Bernardston repor ted 16 and 112 acres 
p lanted i n  hops, w i t h  an annual harvest  valued a t  $2, 892 -- 28% o f  t he  county 
production. Between them, N o r t h f i e l d  and Bernardston accounted f o r  86% o f  the 
county hops acreage, Both Bernardston and Leyden repor ted l a r g e  ouan t i t i es  o f  
merino wool. I n  1837 the towns ranked s i x t h  and seventh respec t i ve l y  among 
the  county towns, a1 though the auan t i t y  decl ined a f t e r  that .  h o n g  
manufacturers, the town had s i x  sawmills, two g r i s t  m i l l s ,  and Temple and 
Green 's scythe snathe manufactory, making 12,000-1 5,000 scythe snathers per 
annum. 
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The 01 d i r o n  works p r i v i l e g e  cont inued t o  be u t i l i z e d .  I n  1838 Abel Shattuck, 
owner o f  the m i l l  there, p e t i t i o n e d  t o  the l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  have the Greenf ie ld 
corner which inc luded the  m i l l s  se t  o f f  t o  Bernardston. 

The presence o f  t h e  John L, Russel 1 Cut lery i n  Greenf ie ld made t h a t  town an 
important  center f o r  techno1 ogy i n  machine forging. This exper t ise,  together  
w i t h  a 1 arge workforce o f  experienced Shef f ie l  d  and German employees l e d  t o  
the  establ ishment o f  a number o f  i r o n  and s t e l l  implement m i l l s  i n  the town 
around Greenf ield. I n  1853, E. S, Hu lber t  l e f t  a  Waterv i l le ,  New York hoe f i r m  
t o  s t a r t  h i s  own hoe f a c t o r y  a t  t he  o l d  i r o n  works p r i v i l e g e ,  though the 
per iod  o f  i t s  prominence was not  u n t i l  the  l a s t  auar te r  o f  the century. 

E. Archi tecture:  

Resident ia l  : The number o f  houses b u i l  t i n  the per iod  equal 1 ed o r  surpassed 
the number constructed i n  the Federal period, The town center f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  
modest b u t  wel l  - de ta i l ed  Greek Revival , Gothic Revival and I t a l  ianate  houses, 
wh i l e  i n  o u t l y i n g  areas, Greek Revival and I t a l  ianate farmhouses and cottages 
were b u i l  t i n  f a i r  numbers. Tradi t i o n a l  center h a l l  plan hoses and cottages 
were b u i l t  i n  numbers near ly  eoual t o  those i nco rpo ra t i ng  s ideha l l  plans, I n  
r u r a l  se t t ings ,  double i n t e r i o r  chimney, center  ha1 1 plan houses w i t h  f ive-bay 
f r o n t s  and I t a l  ianate, s ty1  i n g  appear t o  predominate. Cottages, on the o ther  
hand, tend t o  e x h i b i t  s i deha l l  plans. O f  note i s  a 1861 Gothic Revival 
s i  dehal l  house on Bald Mountain Road, which features sawn bargeboards and 
pa i red  ogee arched windows se t  i n  molded labe ls .  

Ins  ti t u t i o n a l  : Almost a l l  o f  the town's i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  dings date from the 
Ear l y  I n d u s t r i a l  period, These inc lude two churches, two academies and a 
1 ib rary .  The Goodale Academy, a domestic b u i l d i n g  o f  1833, i s  the e a r l i e s t .  
The Academy operated from 1.833 u n t i l  the  founding o f  t he  Powers I n s t i t u t e  i n  
1856. The Powers I n s t i t u t e  b u i l d i n g  (18571, which a lso s t i l l  stands, i s  one 
o f  the  town's most f u l  l y  developed I t a l  ianate  b u i l  dings, w i t h  a cross-gabled 
plan, bracket ted eaves, and a t a l l  souare belvedere, The other,  t h e  Cushman 
L ib ra ry  o f  1862, i s  a two-story b r i c k  s t ruc tu re  w i t h  bracket ted eaves, 
p i l a s t e r s  and roundhead windows s e t  i n  brownstone surrounds. Also b u i l t  i n  
t h e  per iod  was Cushman Ha l l  (1860), a 2 & 112 s to ry  frame Greek Revival 
bu i ld ing .  Churches o f  the per iod  are the F i r s t  B a p t i s t  CHurch (1851 ) and 
Goodal e United (Second Congregational ) Church (1 831, Job Goodal e; en1 arged 
1846), both smal l  Greek Revival b u i l  dings w i t h  souare be1 f r i e s  and spires. 

Commercial : A few commercial b u i l d i n g s  o f  t he  per iod  have survived, i n c l u d i n g  
a two-story center entrance I t a l  ianate  b u i l d i n g  on Route 5. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  The on l y  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  known to  su rv i ve  from the  per iod  i s  
an 1846 rockfaced g r a n i t e  r a i l r o a d  br idge w i t h  a t r i p l e  arch span, 

I X, LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 870-1 915) 

A. Transportat ion Routes: 

The pr imary regions c o r r i d o r  remained as the Connect icut River (Boston and 
Maine) Rai l road from Green f i e l d  t o  Vermont. No s t r e e t  ra i lways were 
constructed through the area. 
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I n  the  f i r s t  f i v e  years o f  t h e  period, t h e  town's populat ion cl imbed t o  9912, 
only  one person shor t  o f  the 1840 peak. A f t e r  1875, however, t he  number o f  
res idents  f e l l  sharply,  and i n  t he  per iod  1885-1890, t h e  town l o s t  over 17% o f  
i t s  populat ion. Through 1920 the popu la t ion  remained r e l a t i v e l y  stagnant, i n  
t h e  1700s, The pe r i od  c losed i n  Bernardston w i t h  a res iden t  count o f  790. 

I n  1880, over ha1 f o f  the town's immigrants were Engl ish, perhaps are 
r e f l e c t i o n  o f  a f o re ign  popu la t ion  employed a t  the  hoe works. By 1905, 
Canadians accounted f o r  t he  bulk of  the town's f o re ign  populat ion, r i s e n  by 
then t o  7.1%. 

C. Sett lement Pat te rns :  

Bernardston Center remained t h e  pr imary c i v i c  an commercial focus w i t h  l i m i t e d  
expansion o f  t he  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  along Greenf ie ld  Road (Route 5), and 
i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  along t h e  r a i l r o a d  a t  River  Street .  Farming was 
maintained as the pr imary development i n  t he  F a l l  R iver  Val ley t o  North 
Bernards ton w i t h  dai r y  product ion. 

D. Economic Base: 

I n  the e a r l y  1870s, Bernardston seems to have received a s t rong economic 
boost. I n  1870 t h e  Connect icut R iver  Rai l road constructed a pleasure grove 
near the  r a i l r o a d  i n  Bernardston, Sylvan Grove, which became a popular t o u r i s t  
and t r a v e l 1  i n g  a t t r a c t i o n .  Emil Weissbrod, a n a t i v e  o f  Saxony who had made 
pocket books i n  New York (and poss ib ly  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t he  area by t h e  prominence 
of the  business i n  South Deer f i e l d ) ,  came to Bernardston the  same year. I n  
1872, NOS. Cu t l e r  opened a shoe factory,  which th ree  years l a t e r  was 
product ing l a d i e s '  shoes worth S50,000 annual ly over h a l f  the t o t a l  value o f  
t h e  manufactured products i n  t he  town. I n  1875, t h e  town's popul a t i o n  reached 
991. This  p rospe r i t y  does no t  seem t o  have 1 asted. Weissbrod moved t o  
Montague i n  1873, Cu t l e r  to Greenf ie ld  i n  1880; and a f t e r  1885 t h e  town's 
populat ion plunged predi  p i  tous ly ,  1  os ing near ly  a f i  f t h  o f  i t s  popu la t ion  i n  
t h e  years 1885-1890. 

I n  the  l a s t  decades o f  t h e  period, E. S. Hu lber t  was the  town's on ly  
subs tan t ia l  manufactur ing i ndus t r y ,  employing 25 hands i n  1800. But a f t e r  
H u l b e r t ' s  death i n  1906, t h e  f i r m  was so ld  to a Green f i e ld  c u t l e r y  f i r m ,  
Nichols Brothers, and operat ions were t rans fe r red  there  i n  191 1 . 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  products remained predominant and f o r  a t ime sweet corn and 
cucumbers were major products, Much lumber was cu t  f o r  r a i l r o a d  t i e s  and 
t e l  ephone poles . 
E. Archi  tec ture:  

Res ident ia l  cons t ruc t ion  slowed i n t o  the  period, b u t  some s ideha l l  Queen Anne 
and Colonia l  Revival cottages were b u i l t  a t  the town center  and on Routes 5 
and 10. I n  add i t i on  t o  cottages, a small number o f  1  arger  Queen Anne and 
Colonial  Revival houses were b u i l t  a t  the town center,  i n c l u d i n g  one double 
chimney h i p  roo fed  Queen Anne house j u s t  o f f  Route 10, Only one i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g  i s  known t o  have been b u i l t  i n  the per iod ;  t h a t  i s  the S t i ck  S t y l e  
Town Ha l l  o f  1878, a w e l l - d e t a i l e d  2 & 1/2 s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a mansard 
roofed porch and app l ied  s t i c k  work, Also constructed i n  the per iod ;  t h a t  i s  
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the S t ick  S ty le  town Ha l l  o f  1878, was w e l l - d e t a i l e d  2 & 112 s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  a mansard roofed porch and app l ied  s t ickwork.  Also constructed i n  the  
per iod  were the Bernardston I n n  (1904-1913), a  th ree-s to ry  frame b u i l d i n g  
seven bays l ong  by f i v e  bays wide w i t h  a f l a t  r o o f  and a th ree-s to ry  g r i s t  
m i l l  (ca. 1900) on R iver  Road. One o the r  per iod  commercial bu i l d i ng ,  a  
u t i l  i t a r i a n  two-story frame s t ruc tu re ,  was observed on Route 10. 

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (191 5-1 940) 

A. Transpor tat ion Routes: 

There was improvement o f  l o c a l  highways as reg iona l  auto roads w i t h  a pr imary 
north-south ax is  from Greenf ie ld  t o  Vermont as U,S. Route 5 along the  F a l l  
River  Val1 ey, and an east lwest  connector t o  N o r t h f i e l  d  as Route 10 through 
Bernards t o n  Center. 

B. Populat ion: 

I n  the  Ea r l y  Modern period, Bernardston was one o f  t h e  few towns i n  the  county 
t o  show a ne t  gain i n  populat ion,  and the r i s e  o f  20.7% was the  second h ighes t  
i n  the  county, a f t e r  Greenf ie l  d, Between 1920 and 1935 the  town grew by over 
26%, perhaps a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  suburban green f i e l d  growth. 

C. S e t t l  ement Pat terns:  

C i v i c  and commercial a c t i v i t i e s  remained focused a t  Bernardston Center w i t h  
expansion o f  t o u r i s t  development no r th  along the Route 5 ax is  from 
Greenf ield.  Dai ry  farming was maintained as the  pr imary a c t i v i t y  i n  F a l l  
River  Val ley w i t h  secondary i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  along the  N o r t h f i e l d  r a i l r o a d  
c o r r i d o r  from the  town center, 

D. Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d ,  bu t  both saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  a t  t he  town center  
remained i n  operat ion throughout the period. Dairy farming was repor ted  as 
t h e  c h i e f  means o f  l i v e 1  ihood. 

E, Archi  tec tu re :  

Very l i t t l e  cons t ruc t ion  took place i n  the  period. Most o f  t h e  per iod  
s t ruc tu res  observed were smal l  Col on ia l  Revival cottages, exampl es o f  which 
were noted on Routes 5 and 10 and on G i l l  Road. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

General : Bernardston ' s  i nven to ry  adequately records most pre-1850 res iden t i  a1 
s t ruc tu res  as we l l  as the major 18th and 19th century i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l  dings. O f  note i n  t he  town are the  su rv i va l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  meetinghouse 
(1739) and the e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  o f  p reserva t ion  o f  the  v i l l a g e  center. A range 
o f  18 th  and 19 th  century houses and cottages w i t h  a l l  major i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
bu i l d i ngs  and a few commercial b u i l d i n g s  stand a t  the town center.  

O f  p a r t i c u l  a r  s i gn i f i cance  i s  t he  a u a l i t y  o f  open space a t  the  v i l l a g e  center;  
the  houses, w ide ly  b u t  evenly spaced along the  roads and 1 anes a t  the center, 
a re  v i s i b l e  as an ensemble from most po in t s  i n  t he  center, New cons t ruc t ion  
a t  a  h igher  densi ty  would se r i ous l y  compromise the d e l i c a t e  balance o f  
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b u i l t - u p  t o  open space i n  the v i l l a g e .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : The most outstanding group o f  b u i l d i n g s  and s t ruc tu res  i n  
Bernardston i s  a p o t e n t i a l  NR d i s t r i c t ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  Connecticut R iver  
Rai l road br idge over F a l l  River (1846) together  w i t h  the adjacent sawmill and 
Barber f i r s t  m i l l .  A t u rb ine  i n  the sawmill s t i l l  powers an overhead cable t o  
t h e  f i r s t  m i l l ,  poss ib ly  the  on ly  remaining example of a cable-dr iven m i l l  i n  
New En g l  and. 
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