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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: October 1981 Community: A t t l e b o r o  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town has moderate topographic  r e l i e f  w i t h  swamp lands t o  t he  east .  
Drainage i s  v i a  the  Bungay and Tenmile r i v e r s  i n  the  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  
town, the  Sevenmile R i ve r  i n  the  west and C h a r t l g  Brook i n  t he  eas t .  
The town has an ex tens ive  system o f  m i l l  ponds, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the 
Bungay and Tenmile r i v e r s .  S o i l s  are g e n e r a l l y  sandy t o  g r a v e l l y .  

I I. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

A t t l e b o r o  was e s t a b l i s h e d  as a  town from the  Rehoboth Nor th  Purchase on 
October 19, 1694 (o . s . ) .  Annexed t he  M i l e  and a  H a l f  o f  l and  f rom 
Rehoboth i n  1710. P a r t  annexed t o  Wrentham d u r i n g  boundary adjustment 
i n  1830. P a r t  es tab l i shed  as t h e  town o f  Nor th  A t t leborough i n  1887. 
Incorporated as a  c i t y  and changed name f rom At t leborough t o  A t t l e b o r o  
on June 17, 1914. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A t t l e b o r o  i s  an i n d u s t r i a l  community i n  B r i  s t01  County. O r i g i n a l l y  
encompassing Nor th  A t t leborough and Cumberland, Rhode I s l and ,  as we1 1  as 
t he  p resen t  c i t y ,  A t t l e b o r o  has had a  l ong  i n d u s t r i a l  as we1 1  as a g r i  - 
c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  Several  recorded Contact pe r i od  n a t i v e  s i t e s .  F i r s t  
Set t lement  p e r i o d  poss ib le ,  a1 though no c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  European 
se t t lement  p r i o r  t o  King P h i l i p ' s  War. Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  se t t lement  
p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  . The o r i g i n a l  town cen te r  was l oca ted  on South 
S t r e e t  now i n  Nor th  At t leborough.  Wi th  t he  t u r n  o f  t h e  19 th  cen tu ry  
the  focus o f  se t t l emen t  began an eastward movement t o  t he  more e f f e c t i v e  
water power s i t e s  on t h e  Bungay R iver .  Whi le  t h e  southern and western 
p o r t i o n  o f  the  town remained p r i m a r i l y  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( w i t h  a  smal l  
i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e  a t  O r r ' s  Pond), the p r i n c i p l e  i n d u s t r i a l  development 
occurred a long  South Main S t r e e t  a t  Heb ronv i l l e ,  Dodgev i l l e  and 
Mechani c s v i  11 e, c r e a t i n g  a  convoluted c o r r i d o r  o f  development. The 
e a r l y  development o f  East  A t t leborough (now A t t l e b o r o )  was due t o  i t s  
l o c a t i o n  on t he  Bay Road as we1 1  as the Boston and Providence Ra i l r oad  
so t h a t ,  conceivably ,  by the  mid 19 th  cen tu ry  A t t l e b o r o  served as a  
f r e i g h t  t r a n s f e r  p o i n t  as w e l l  as a  manufactur ing cen te r .  By t h e  mid 
19 th  century ,  w e l l  de f i ned  f a c t o r y  v i l l a g e s  had developed a t  Dodgev i l l e  
and Hebronvi 1  l e y  wh i l e  a  more ex tens ive  j ewe l r y  manufactur ing base had 
developed a t  A t t l ebo ro ,  w i t h  exp los i ve  r e s i d e n t i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  growth. 
A  w e l l  de f i ned  c e n t r a l  business d i s t r i c t  a l s o  developed d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
1 9 t h  cen tu ry .  World War I marked the  beginn ing o f  a  pe r i od  o f  cons iderab ly  
slowed development i n  t he  c i t y ,  the  on l y  d e v i a t i o n  being t he  development 
of South A t t l e b o r o  as a  suburb of Pawtucket. A1 though A t t l e b o r o ' s  growth 
has slowed, t he  downtown has remained r e l a t i v e l y  v i a b l e  and t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
base appears t o  be r e l a t i v e l y  s tab le .  
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I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

A t t leborough was t he  l ocus  o f  an ex tens ive  network o f  l o c a l  and 
r e g i o n a l  t r a i l s .  A  se r i es  o f  p o t e n t i a l  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  r ad ia ted  ou t  o f  t h e  
p resen t  downtown cen te r  o f  A t t l e b o r o  ( f o c a l  o f  n a t i v e  s i t e s ) .  These 
t r a i l s  i nc l uded  one extending t o  the  n o r t h  and south i n t o  Nor th  At t leborough 
and Seekonk, r espec t i ve l y ,  and f o l l o w i n g  Nor th  and South Main S t ree t s .  A 
second p rospec t i ve  t r a i  1  f 01 lowed Emory and Park S t ree ts ,  u l  t i m a t e l y  
connect ing w i t h  t he  Tremont S t r e e t  t r a i l  (Rehoboth) v i a  Oak H i l l  Avenue. 
Pleasant and L indsey S t ree t s  were probably  u t i l i z e d  as access rou tes  t o  
n a t i v e  set t lements and/or resources i n  Norton and Nor th  At t leborough,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Several con jec tu red  t r a i l s  were s i t u a t e d  i n  southeastern 
At t leborough,  i n c l u d i n g  rou tes  f o l l o w i n g  S l a t e r  S t r e e t  and Oak H i l l  Avenue. 
Suspected t r a i l s  extending a long  T i f f a n y  Street/Woodlawn Avenue and Newport 
Avenue s k i r t e d  around t he  uplands o f  nor thwestern At t leborough.  The l a t t e r  
p rov ided  access ( v i a  M t .  Hope S t r e e t )  t o  outcrops o f  r e d  f e l s i t e  s i t u a t e d  
a long t h e  no r the rn  h a l f  o f  M t .  Hope S t r e e t  (No r th  A t t leborough) .  The 
Tenmile R iver  i s  be1 ieved  t o  have been p a r t  o f  a  major n a t i v e  water r o u t e  
between t h e  Narraganset t  and Massachusetts Bays (MHC 1980: 21 ) .  

B. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

There were no repo r ted  n a t i v e  Contact Pe r i od  s i t e s .  However, t h i r t e e n  
s i t e s  w i t h  Ear ly-Late Wood1 and p e r i o d  components were recorded i n  t he  
At t leborough area. The m a j o r i t y  o f  these and severa l  u n i d e n t i f i e d  s i t e s  
were c l u s t e r e d  about t he  cen te r  o f  t h e  a rea 's  t r a i l  network and t he  ad jacent  
Tenmile R iver .  A l l  bu t  one o f  t h e  remain ing s i t e s  w i t h  Woodland p e r i o d  
components and a  number o f  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  were s i t u a t e d  south 
o f  t he  above locus  o f  s i t e s  a1 ong t h e  Tenmi l e  R i ve r  extending from Dodgev i l l e  
Pond t o  t h e  r i v e r ' s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Att leborough/Seekonk 1  i ne .  Fur ther  
west, one n a t i v e  s i t e  w i t h  a  Mid-Late Woodland component and severa l  
u n i d e n t i f i e d  s i t e s  were congregated a long t h e  Sevenmile R i ve r  i m e d i a t e l y  
n o r t h  o f  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  County S t ree t .  A d d i t i o n a l  Contact p e r i o d  
occupat ion may have taken p lace  a long  t h e  Sevenmile R iver  n o r t h  o f  t h e  
p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned Sevenmi l e  R i v e r  se t t lement  1  ocus, Walnut Grove and Ides  
H i l l s ,  two prominent upland f ea tu res  i n  western A t t leborough and an ex tens ive  
t r a c t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  i n  nor theas te rn  At t leborough.  

C. Subsistence Pat te rns :  

Na t i ve  f i s h i n g  probably  focused on the  Tenmile R i ve r  and t o  a  l e s s e r  
degree the Bungay and Sevenmi l e  r i v e r s .  A d d i t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  and s h e l l f i s h  
harves t ing  was l i k e l y  undertaken i n  t he  resou rce - r i ch  Narraganset t  Eay 
drainage system. The At t leborough a rea ' s  bes t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  1  and was 
probably  s i t u a t e d  ad jacen t  t o  the  Tenmi l e  River .  Add i t i ona l  p o t e n t i a l  n a t i v e  
p l  a n t i  ng grounds were 1  ocated between the  Att leborough/Cumberl and (Rhode 
I s 1  and) 1  i n e  and T i f f a n y  S t r e e t  and between Lindsey S t r e e t  and A t t leborough 's  
eastern town l i n e .  The n a t i v e  popu la t i on  undoubtedly e x p l o i t e d  t he  ex tens ive  
sources o f  r e d  f e l s i t e  l o c a t e d  throughout  A t t leborough and Nor th  At t leborough.  
Access t o  t he  Narraganset t  Bay reg ion  v i a  the  Blackstone and Seekonk r i v e r s  
and t he  ex tens ive  t r a i l  network would have encouraged the estab l ishment  o f  
t r a d e  con tac ts  w i t h  16 th  cen tu ry  and e a r l y  17 th  cen tu ry  European exp lo re rs  
and f i s hermen f r equen t i ng  the  Bay region. 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Attleboro



D. Observations: 

The exis t ing archaeological , environmental and transportat ion data 
strongly suggest the Attleborough area was the s i t e  of considerable native 
Contact period ac t i  vi ty. Se t t l  ement appears t o  have been heaviest a1 ong 
the Tenmile River in and adjacent t o  the present l imi t s  of downtown 
Attleboro. Unfortunately, 20th century development in t h i s  area has 
v i r tua l ly  obl i tera ted a l l  evidence of native occupation. However, a 
1 arge col lec t ion of native a r t i f a c t s  col lected from the Tenmi l e  River 
area pr ior  t o  i t s  development i s  housed in the Bronson Museum. Native 
set t lement in Attleborough may have been an extension of a suspected core 
settlement area located a t  the mouth of the Tenmile River (East  Providence, 
Rhode Island)(MHC 1980: 23). Regionally, the native population probably 
f e l l  under the control of the Pokanokets (Wampanoags) centered in M t .  
Hope, Rhode Island. The likelihood of extant  Contact period s i t e s  i s  
g rea tes t  in northeastern Attleboro e a s t  of Lindsey S t r ee t  and an area 
bounded by the  Sevenmi l e  River (wes t ) ,  Newport Avenue (no r th ) ,  Tiffany 
( e a s t )  and South and Read S t ree t s  (south) .  

V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A.  Transportation Routes: 

Minimal descript ion of the coloni a1 transportat ion system. Native 
t r a i l  s were u t i l i zed  as  colonial over1 and routes. Several t r a i l s  functioned 
as regional thoroughfares be tween Narrgan s e t t  Bay and Boston. John 
Winthrop, when t rave l l ing  from Providence to  Boston in 1644, used native 
t r a i l s  extending along the Tenmi l e  River ( M H C  1980: 21).  One of these 
routes was probably the "Bay Path" (South and North Main S t r ee t s ) .  

B. Population: 

There were no f igures  f o r  the native or white populations. One source 
claims tha t  by 1661 there was v i r tua l ly  no native population in Old 
Attl eboroug h (Cumber1 and, Rhode Island; Attl eborough, North Attleborough) 
referr ing only t o  a small native v i l l age  near the northern boundary of 
"Attleborough Gore" (Cumberland) (Hurd 1883: 556). I t  i s  unclear i f  there 
were any pre-war s e t t l e r s  in Attleborough. 

C. Settlement Patterns: 

There i s  no documentation of any native set t lement locations.  The 
exist ing secondary sources f a i  1 to  substant ia te  i f  Attl eborough underwent 
pre-1675 Engl i sh settlement. One source s ta ted  the f i  r s  t Engl ish homes 
were established in southern and western Attleborough (Hurd 1883: 514) 
while a second claimed i n i t i a l  English set t lement occurred in North 
Attleborough in c. 1670 (Daggett 1894: 89) .  However, i t  i s  possible homes 
were bui l t  along the Tenmile River as ea r ly  as the l a t e  1650s and 1660s 
when t r a c t s  of meadowland in t h i s  v ic in i ty  were f i r s t  d is t r ibuted.  

D .  Economic Base: 

Considerable farmi ng was probably undertaken in Attleborough. Crop 
production l ike ly  focused along the Tenmile and Sevenmile r ive rs  and on the 
1 arge agr icul tura l  t r a c t s  in southwestern and northeastern Attleborough. 
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The l a t e  1650s and 1660s witnessed the  l a y i n g  o u t  o f  t he  p r e v i o u s l y  
mentioned g raz ing  lands.  The a rea ' s  woodlands were a  va luab le  comnodity. 
A  1666 Rehoboth s t a t u t e  p r o h i b i t e d  the  c u t t i n g  o f  t imbe r  i n  Old 
At t leborough be fo re  the  woodlands were l a i d  o u t  (Hurd 1883: 512). 
Subsi stence f i s h i n g  and hun t i ng  were 1  i k e l y  undertaken i n  the Tenmi l e  
R i ve r  and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  and t he  a rea 's  woodlands. There was no 
evidence o f  pre-war i n d u s t r i a l  development. 

E. Observat ions: 

The l i m i t e d  da ta  suggest l i t t l e  remained o f  t he  pre-1620 n a t i v e  
conmunity. Fu tu re  research  should be devoted t o  c l a r i f y i n g  the e x t e n t  
o f  pre-war Eng l i sh  se t t l emen t  i n  At t leborough.  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Improvement and expansion o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o l  oni  a1 road network. 
Cumberland and Newport Avenues were probably  l a i d  ou t  i n  t he  l a t e  17th 
cen tu ry  i n  response t o  t he  development o f  t he  p r imary  se t t lement  node 
centered a t  the  j u n c t i o n  o f  O ld  Post  Road and Mount Hope S t ree t .  
Mendon Road was p robab ly  es tab l i shed  i n  c. 1684 as a major  r o u t e  t o  
Dedham (Hurd 1883: 520).  By t he  e a r l y  18 th  century ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  roads 
r a d i a t e d  ou t  o f  p resen t  downtown A t t l e b o r o  as a  r e s u l t  o f  i t s  
development as a  p r imary  se t t lement  node. These new rou tes  l i k e l y  
i nc l uded  West, P leasant  and Emory/Park S t ree ts .  

B. Populat ion:  

F igures f o r  Old A t t l ebo rough ' s  popu la t ion  a t  t he  t ime o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  
(1694) range f rom a  low o f  90 res iden t s  ( H u t t  1924: 11. 626) t o  a  h i gh  
o f  180 res iden t s  (Hurd 1883: 553).  By c. 1717, the  popu la t i on  had 
increased t o  500 occupants (Dagget t  1894: 313). The town had undergone 
over  a  t h r e e f o l d  increase (1,739) by 1765. Fu r the r  growth took p lace  
between 1765 and 1776 w i t h  t he  popu la t i on  jumping t o  2,200 res iden t s .  
The f i r s t  post-war s e t t l e r s  moved from eas te rn  Massachusetts and Cape Cod 
se t t lements  i n c l u d i n g  Bever ly ,  Dedham, Dorches t e r ,  Salem, Sudbury, 
Taunton and Mar tha 's  Vineyard. 

C.  Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

None o f  the  a v a i l a b l e  sources made re fe rence  t o  a  post-1675 n a t i v e  
community. I t i s  a l s o  unc lea r  whether an Eng l i sh  se t t l emen t  e x i s t e d  i n  
p resen t  A t t l e b o r o  a t  t he  outbreak o f  Anglo- Ind ian f i g h t i n g  and the 
e x t e n t  o f  damage t o  Eng l i sh  p rope r t y  ( r e a l  o r  persona l )  du r i ng  t he  
c o n f l i c t .  North A t t leborough was a t tacked  on a t  l e a s t  one occasion by 
n a t i v e  fo rces  (Hurd 1883: 524). The f i r s t  post-war se t t l emen t  probably  
occurred i n  t he  l a t e  17 th  cen tu ry  ad jacen t  t o  Newport Avenue between t he  
Newel 1  cemetery ( c .  1715) and t he  p resen t  A t t l  eboro /Nor th  At t leborough 
town 1  ines as p a r t  o f  a  p r imary  settlement node centered a t  the  j u n c t i o n  
o f  Mount Hope S t r e e t  and Old Post  Road (No r th  At t leborough)  . The l a t t e r  
l o c a t i o n  was the  s i t e  o f  O ld  A t t l ebo rough ' s  f i r s t  meetinghouse (e rec ted  
1710-14). Late 17 th  cen tu ry  and e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry  homes were e rec ted  
i n  p resen t  downtown A t t l e b o r o  near t he  Tenmile R iver .  The presence 
o f  good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and water  power l i k e l y  encouraged se t t lement  
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o f  t h i s  area. A d d i t i o n a l  l a t e  1 7 t h  cen tu ry  and e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry  
se t t lement  took p lace  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  B r i ggs  Corner, Wi lmar th  and 
S l a t e r  S t r e e t s  where a  m ix tu re  o f  marshland and a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  
p reva i  led .  Several homes were cons t ruc ted  w i t h i n  p resen t  South 
At t leborough by the  e a r l y  18 th  century .  A  reputed t o l l  house d a t i n g  
t o  c. 1732 i s  l o c a t e d  a t  the j u n c t i o n  o f  Robinson Avenue and Mendon 
Road. Town growth cu lminated i n  the  d i v i s i o n  o f  Old A t t leborough i n t o  
two p r e c i n c t s  i n  1743, the  West p r e c i n c t  ( 1 s t )  and the East p r e c i n c t .  
The l a t t e r  p r e c i n c t ' s  meetinghouse was e rec ted  on the s i t e  o f  t h e  K i r k  
B u r i a l  Yard ( immediate ly  southeast  o f  t he  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Bank and 
Dean S t r e e t s )  i n  c. 1743, which by then was t h e  cen te r  o f  a  pr imary 
se t t lement  node. Probable mid and l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry  se t t lement  occurred 
ad jacen t  t o  South Main S t r e e t  between Dodgev i l l e  Pond and the road ' s  
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the A t t leborough l i n e ,  probably  i n  response t o  the  a rea ' s  
good mi 11 p o t e n t i  a1 (Tenmi l e  R i ve r ) .  

D. Economic Base: 

A t t leborough '  s  post-war economy was p o o r l y  documented. Agr i  c u l  t u r e  
r e t a i n e d  i t s  p o s i t i o n  as the  p r imary  economic p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  town's  
r es i den t s .  The f i r s t  re fe rence  t o  the ex is tence  o f  l o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  was t o  a  pre-1742 g r i s t  and saw m i l  1  complex s i t u a t e d  i n  
"Mechani csv i  11 e"  probably  on Mechanics Pond ( Daggett  1894: 338). Th is  
opera t ion  was succeeded by an i r o n  forge. By c. 1759, the i r o n  p roduc t ion  
complex i nc l uded  an a i r  furnace and bo r i ng  m i l  1  ( I b i d .  : 340). I r o n  
p roduc t ion  con t inued  u n t i l  c. 1809 ( H u t t  1924: 11, 694). A pre-1775 
m i l l  was cons t ruc ted  on the Tenmile R iver  a t  the  r i v e r ' s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
Read S t ree t .  An a d d i t i o n a l  m i  11 s i t e  l oca ted  on the  j u n c t i o n  o f  
Newport Avenue and t he  o u t l e t  t o  Lu the r  Reservo i r  may pre-date 1775. 

E. A r ch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l  : A t  l e a s t  t h ree  center-chimney houses d a t i n g  from the  
Co lon ia l  p e r i o d a r e k n o w n  t o s t a n d i n A t t l e b o r o  w i t h s o m e d o z e n c e n t e r -  
chimney co t tages  a l s o  s u r v i v i n g .  The e a r l i e s t  o f  these i s  apparen t l y  
the T i t u s  Farm on S l a t e r  S t ree t ,  a  two-s to ry  h a l f  house w i t h  an end gable 
overhang, dated t o  1718. Nineteenth cen tu ry  photographs i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
the e a r l i e s t  recorded s t r u c t u r e s  i n  town ( d a t i n g  from the  1690s) were 
g e n e r a l l y  o f  l e s s  than a  f u l l  f i v e  bays width,  l i k e  the T i t u s  House. 
Several o t h e r  houses i n  A t t l e b o r o  e x h i b i t  end gable overhangs l i k e  the  
T i t u s  House as w e l l .  O f  the c i t y ' s  Co lon ia l  cot tages,  a t  l e a s t  a  few 
have gambrel r o o f s  i ns tead  of the  standard gable form. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t  
l e a s t  two houses w i t h  double chimneys are known; one house, w i t h  double 
i n t e r i o r  chimneys, dated t o  1740, stands on North Avenue, and t he  o ther ,  
w i t h  end w a l l  chimneys, i s  l oca ted  on South Avenue. The second house 
appears t o  date f rom the  e a r l y  18th cen tu ry ;  i f  so, the  house would 
be a  very e a r l y  example o f  the  end-chimney p lan.  

I n s t i  t u t i o n a l  : The e a r l  i e s t  meetinghouse i n  A t t l e b o r o  was l oca ted  
i n  what i s  now Nor th  At t leborough.  The East Par ish,  es tab l i shed  i n  1743, 
i s  the  e a r l  i e s t  church w i t h i n  t he  con f ines  o f  present-day A t t l  eboro . 
I n  1743, a  meetinghouse, 45'  x  35 '  w i t h  one t i e r  o f  g a l l e r i e s ,  was begun; 
t he  meetinghouse was n o t  completed u n t i l  some t ime l a t e r ,  c.  1748. A lso  
b u i l t  i n  the  p e r i o d  and s t i l l  s tand ing  i s  a  con i ca l  - roofed b r i c k  Powderhouse 
(1768).  
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F. Observat ions: 

The l i m i t e d  da ta  suggest t h a t  u n t i  1  the  e a r l y  18 th  century, p resen t  
Nor th  A t t leborough e x i s t e d  as the  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  Eng l i sh  se t t lement  i n  
Old At t leborough.  During t h i s  per iod ,  At t leborough cons is ted  o f  severa l  
d ispersed se t t lements  and lacked  c i v i c / r e l i g i o u s  and i n d u s t r i a l  
f a c i l i t i e s .  By t he  e a r l y  18 th  century ,  t he re  was evidence o f  a  gradual 
developmental s h i f t  sou th  towards At t leborough.  Extens ive 20th century  
development i n  downtown A t t l e b o r o  and South A t t l  eborough has dest royed 
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t he  post-war se t t l emen t  t h a t  developed i n  these areas. 
Vest iges o f  pe r i od  se t t lement  may su rv i ve  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  the l i g h t l y  
developed no r the rn  p o r t i o n  o f  Newport Avenue and W i  lma r th  and S l a t e r  
S t ree t s .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Boston Post  Road--Newport Avenue a t  beginn ing o f  per iod .  Washington 
S t r e e t  as Boston-Providence Turnpike by end o f  per iod .  Improvement 
o f  e x i  s t i  ng c o l  on i  a1 roads. 

B. Populat ion:  

A f t e r  s t a b l e  popu la t i on  f rom 1775-1790, steady growth t o  end o f  
p e r i  od. 

C. Set t lement :  

Late 18 th  cen tu ry  c i v i c / r e l i g i o u s  node a t  East  At t leborough.  By 
f i r s t  decade o f  1 9 t h  century ,  m i l l  towns a t  H e b r o n v i l l e  and Dodgev i l l e .  
L i nea r  r e s i d e n t i  a1 se t t l emen t  pa t t e rns ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  At t leborough 
V i l l a g e ,  a long  Newport Avenue, a t  Br iggs  Corner and a t  South At t leborough.  

D. Economic Base: 

Probably by t he  beginnings o f  t he  Federal  per iod,  tann ing  had a l ready  
been begun by Isaac Draper i n  t he  At t leborough C i t y  area (Newport and May 
S t r e e t s ) .  Th is  business developed v i r t u a l  l y  independent o f  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
by t h e  1870s reaching an annual p roduc t  o f  $70,000. For the  f i r s t  few 
decades o f  the  per iod,  a  f o r g e  remained i n  opera t ion  on Mechanic S t ree t ,  
f o l l o w e d  i n  t he  19 th  c e n t u r y ' s  f i r s t  decade by n a i l  f a c t o r i e s  a t  Deantown 
( C l i f t o n  S t r e e t  area)  and the  Farmers (West S t r e e t ) .  

However, these a c t i v i t i e s  were r a p i d l y  e c l i p s e d  i n  importance by the  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o t t o n  sp inn ing  m i l l s ,  as i nves to r s  from Pawtucket and 
Providence, spurred by the impo r t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed by the Embargo 
and the  War o f  1812, sought o u t  p o t e n t i a l  m i l  1  p r i v i l e g e s  and o the r  l o c a l  
i nves to r s .  Between 1809 and 1813 f i v e  major  c o t t o n  mi 11s were bu i  1  t 
along t he  Tenmile R i v e r  ( i n c l u d i n g  one on i t s  t r i b u t a r y ,  the Sevenmile) 
w i t h i n  the  p resen t  bounds o f  A t t l ebo ro .  (Herea f te r ,  the s p e l l i n g  o f  
"At t leborough"  and "A t t l ebo ro "  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  whether t he  o l d  town o r  
p resen t  c i t y  l i m i t s  i s  in tended.)  O f  these f i v e ,  t he  l a r g e s t  and e a r l i e s t  
was t h a t  b u i l t  a t  Dodgev i l l e  by Eben Ty le r ,  Nehemiah Dodge, and others ,  
known as t h e  A t t leborough Manufactur ing Co. By 1820 i t  had a capac i t y  
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o f  over 1,300 spindles,  r ep resen t i ng  over  113 t h a t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  town. 
By 1832 the  f i v e  m i l l s  toge ther  showed a  p roduc t  va lue o f  over  $150,000, 
and c o t t o n  t e x t i l e  manufacture dominated the  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  A t t l ebo ro ,  
w i t h  a  work f o r c e  o f  n e a r l y  300 men and women. (By con t ras t ,  the  
t h ree  m i l l s  i n  what i s  now Nor th  A t t leborough repo r ted  l e s s  than h a l f  
t h i s  amount. ) 

I n  the  1832 s t a t i s t i c s ,  500 women a r e  noted produc ing $60,000 worth 
o f  s t r aw  b r a i d  and bonnets, b u t  i t  i s  unc lea r  i n  what s e c t i o n  o f  Old 
A t t leborough t h i  s  co t tage  i n d u s t r y  was t a k i n g  p lace.  

I n  the Federal  per iod,  t he re  was no evidence o f  the bu t t on  and 
j ewe l r y  business which a t  t h a t  t ime was develop ing i n  Nor th  At t leborough.  

E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Many more houses and co t tages  su rv i ve  f rom the  Federal 
pe r i od  than do f rom the  Co lon ia l .  These i n c l u d e  some t h i r t y - f  i ve houses 
and an equal number o f  cot tages.  O f  these, t w i n  and double i n t e r i o r  
chimney houses outnumber the  more conserva t i ve  center-chimney houses by 
a lmost  two t o  one. Most o f  the  cot tages s u r v i v i n g  i n  the  town are, 
however, t r a d i t i o n a l  center-chimney examples. Most Federal houses i n  
A t t l e b o r o  a re  s imp ly  d e t a i l e d  w i t h  pedimented ent rance surrounds 
supported on p i l a s t e r s  and i n c o r p o r a t i n g  s e m i c i r c u l a r  f a n l i g h t s .  Only a  
few more e l a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  houses a r e  known; these i n c l u d e  one h i p  
roo fed  center-chimney Federal  house o f  c. 1830 w i t h  a  m o n i t o r  a t  the  peak 
and a  Pa l l ad ian  window over  t he  ent rance s tanding on Maple S t r e e t  and 
another double i n t e r i o r  chimney h i p  roo fed  house o f  c. 1795 s tand ing  
on Nor th  Main S t ree t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1825, a  second meetinghouse was cons t ruc ted  f o r  the 
East P a r i s h  a t  a  c o s t  o f  $6,000; i t s  dimensions a re  n o t  known. Other 
churches l oca ted  i n  A t t leborough were t he  South B a p t i s t  church, founded 
i n  1789 and e x t i n c t  by 1832 ( t h e i r  meetinghouse was demo1 ished  c. 1810), 
and the  H e b r o n v i l l e  church, founded i n  1827. A t  l e a s t  f o u r  schools were 
b u i l t  i n  A t t leborough du r i ng  t he  pe r i od .  A l l  o f  these appear t o  have been 
one-story  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h ree  bays w i t h  a  s i d e  ent rance on the  long  s ide ;  
severa l  have surv ived ,  i n c l u d i n g  the  D i s t r i c t  12 (1810),  D i s t r i c t  13 (1816) 
and D i s t r i c t  11 (1810) schools.  

Commercial: A t t l e b o r o  i s  unusual i n  t h a t  i t  r e t a i n s  two l a r g e  
Federal taverns:  t he  Balcolm Tavern (1786) and Newe l l ' s  Tavern a re  both 
long  ( s i x  bays and e i g h t  bays) b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  t h ree  chimneys ( b o t h  cen te r  
and end).  O f  t h e  two, the Balcolm Tavern on Pleasant  S t r e e t  i s  b e t t e r  
preserved, t he  Newel1 Tavern now being used as a  nurs ing  home. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  Several o f  A t t leborough 's  f a c t o r i e s  were es tab l i shed  i n  
t he  Federal p e r i o d  , i nc l ud ing  the  Kn igh t  Cot ton M i l l  a t  Heb ronv i l l e  (1810) 
and the  A ther ton  Cotton M i l l  (1812),  b u t  n e i t h e r  o f  these surv ives .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  roads. Boston and Providence Rai 1  road approx imate ly  
1835. 
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B.  Populat ion: 

Steady growth throughout t he  per iod.  Populat ion increases 111% from 
1830-70. Foreign-born popu la t ion  comprises 17% o f  t o t a l  i n  1855 (71% I r i s h ) .  

C. Sett lement:  

Expansion o f  se t t lement  a t  East Att leborough, along South Main S t r e e t  
two b locks i n  depth, a l so  between Bank and North Main S t ree ts  (Mechan icsv i l le?) .  
Expansion o f  worker housing a t  Dodgev i l le  and Hebronv i l le .  Other r e s i d e n t i a l  
expansion consis ted o f  i n f i l l  a long e x i s t i n g  roads. 

D. Economic Base: 

Economic growth of town cont inued t o  be dominated by the manufacture o f  
t e x t i l e s  through the  1850s. Though employment f i g u r e s  f o r  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  
( i n  both A t t leboros)  remained re1  a t i v e l y  constant--averaging around 300 
men and women between 1837 and 1865--the product  va lue increased from 
$230,000 i n  1837 t o  $646,500 i n  1865, most o f  t h i s  amount being represented 
by the  A t t l ebo ro  m i l l s .  T e x t i l e  f i n i s h i n g  was in t roduced i n  the  town i n  
1868 when Robert Wolfenden, a Hudders f ie ld  immigrant, in t roduced B r i t i s h  
expe r t i se  i n  s e t t i n g  up h i s  Att leborough Dye Works on the Tenmile River.  

The movement o f  the jewe l ry  business t o  A t t l ebo ro  began i n  the e a r l y  
1850s as p a r t  o f  a  tremendous expansion o f  the business t h a t  took p lace i n  
the l a t e  1840s and '50s from North Att leborough. It has n o t  been poss ib le  
t o  asce r ta in  the cause o f  t h i s  expansion, b u t  between 1845, when eleven 
North At t leborough shops employed 102 hands producing $85,000 worth and a 
decade l a t e r  when 24 shops i n  both A t t leboros  employed 724 hands producing 
over ten t imes t h a t  amount ($946,200), t he  business took ho ld  i n  t he  
A t t l ebo ros  and nearby towns w i t h  an as ton ish ing  r a p i d i t y .  It appears t h a t  
a t  the t ime t h i s  movement began, many o f  the key developments i n  the i n d u s t r y  
(such as r o l l e d  go ld -p la ted  stock, and r o l l e d  p la ted  curb chains) ,  had 
a l ready evolved i n  Nor th A t t l  eborough. 

Among the f i r s t  jewe l ry  manufacturers t o  move t o  A t t l ebo ro  was Charles 
E. Hayward, who s t a r t e d  Thompson, Hayward and Co. a t  the Mechanics (Mechanics 
S t r e e t )  i n  1851. I n  l a t e r  years, as Hayward & Br iggs, the  f i r m  gained a 
prominent reputa t ion ,  and, wrote S h e f f i e l d  (p.372), t r a i n e d  a generat ion i n  
the  a r t  o f  jewe l ry  making. I n  the 1860s, many f i r m s  i n  both A t t l ebo ro  and 
North At t leborough received boosts by U.S. Army orders f o r  l a rge  q u a n t i t i e s  
o f  gold, s i l v e r ,  and r o l l e d  p l a t e  Army badges and o ther  emblems. 

E. A rch i tec tu re :  

Res ident ia l  : Comparatively few subs tan t i a l  houses are  known t o  have been 
b u i l t  i n  At t leborough i n  the E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  Many o f  the most 
ambi t ious ly  designed houses constructed i n  t he  pe r i od  stand i n  Nor th 
Att leborough, which was incorporated as a separate c i t y  i n  1867. Most o f  the 
Greek Revival  and I t a l  i ana te  houses bui  1  t i n  At t leborough are  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  
p lan  w i t h  double i n t e r i o r  chimneys and center  h a l l s .  By the end o f  the  
per iod,  however, suburban middle c lass  and workers'  housing o f  several  types 
was being constructed a t  the  town center .  Simply f i n i s h e d  s i d e h a l l  two-story 
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I X .  

I t a l i a n a t e  houses w i t h  gable r o o f s  and po lygonal  bays were b u i l t  i n  the  
1860s a long the  s i de  s t r e e t s  a t  the town cen te r  and a t  South Att leborough; 
I t a l i a n a t e  double houses and cot tages,  bo th  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  and double, 
were b u i l t  as work ing c l a s s  housing eas t  of Main S t r e e t  a t  the  town 
center .  Large numbers o f  end chimney s i d e h a l l  p l an  double houses and 
cot tages w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l  i ana te  d e t a i l i n g  were a1 so 
bu i  1  t a t  the two ma jo r  i n d u s t r i a l  v i  1  lages o f  t h e  town, Dodgevi l  l e  and 
Hebronvi 1  l e .  Along r u r a l  roads, conserva t i ve  double chimney cen te r  
ent rance Greek R e v i v a l I I t a l i a n a t e  cot tages,  o f t e n  w i t h  kneewall f raming, 
were bu i  1  t i n  some numbers. The more amb i t i ous l y  d e t a i l e d  o f  these 
cot tages i nco rpo ra te  small one-1 i ght  windows i n  t he  f r i e z e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The e a r l  i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  
t he  p e r i o d  i s  t he  At t leborough Academy (1842), no tab le  as the  o n l y  temple- 
f r o n t  Greek Revival  b u i l d i n g  i n  t he  town. The o the r  e a r l y  s u r v i v i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  town a re  a l s o  schools; these i n c l u d e  the  
D i s t r i c t  17 school (1846), a  one-story  b u i l d i n g  on Lindsey S t r e e t  w i t h  a  
s i de  ent rance on t h e  l ong  s i de  i n  t he  manner o f  Federal  schoolhouses 
and t he  D i s t r i c t  16 school ( c .  1860),  a  s imple I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  
a  cen te r  entrance. No o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of  t he  p e r i o d  a re  
known t o  su rv i ve .  Two C a t h o l i c  miss ions were es tab l i shed  i n  t h e  per iod ,  
a t  A t t leborough Cente r  and a t  Dodgevi l le ,  as were a  Method is t  church 
(Davis Methodis t ,  1865) and t h e  town's  f i r s t  h i g h  school (1867). 

Commerci a1 : The A t t leborough Bank, char te red  i n  1836, occupied a  
temp le - f ron t  Greek Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  a t  t he  town cen te r  u n t i l  1858 when 
t he  bank moved t o  Nor th  At t leborough.  Whi le o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  were 
probably  cons t ruc ted  a t  t he  town cen te r  f o r  commercial purposes, no p e r i o d  
commercial bu i  l d i n g s  were observed. A  one-story  Greek Revival  s t o r e  
w i t h  a  cen te r  ent rance i s  known t o  s u r v i v e  a t  Dodgev i l l e .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : The p resen t  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the  Ather ton M i l  1  was cons t ruc ted  
i n  1866; i t  i s  a  f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  u t i l i t a r i a n  Romanesque 
Reviva l  d e t a i l i n g  and a  mansard r o o f .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

I n t e r s t a t e  S t r e e t  Railway a long Old Post Road (Newport Avenue) t o  
Washington S t r e e t  t o  Pawtucket r e t u r n i n g  v i a  Seekonk t o  Hebronv i l l e ,  
poss ib l e  connect ion w i t h  At t leborough,  Nor th  A t t leborough and Wrentham 
S t r e e t  Railway a t  Dodgevi l  l e  i n  1891. At t leborough,  North At t leborough 
and Wrentham S t r e e t  Rai lway a long South Main S t r e e t  f rom Dodgev i l l e  
through r e s i d e n t i a l  sec t i on  of East At t leborough t o  Nor th  Main S t r e e t  t o  
West S t r e e t  t o  Nor th  S t r e e t  and thus t o  Nor th  At t leborough.  At t leborough 
Branch Ra i l road  connected East and Nor th  At t leborough i n  1871. No new 
road cons t ruc t i on .  

B.  Populat ion:  

Dur ing t h e  15 years  1870-1885, popu la t i on  increased by 95%. Sharp 
dec l i ne  i n  1890 due t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of North At t leborough.  Loss i n  popu- 
l a t i o n  regained by 1905, steady growth t o  t he  end o f  t h e  per iod .  By 1885 
the  fo re ign-born  popu la t i on  reached 24% o f  the  t o t a l ;  w h i l e  the  I r i s h  
remained i n  t he  m a j o r i t y ,  an i n f l u x  o f  French Canadians was noted. Foreign- 
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born population in 1915:26% of t o t a l ,  s h i f t  from I r i sh  t o  French Canadian 
majority. St .  Stephan's Catholic Church a t  Dodgeville 1877. African 
Methodist Episcopal Church bu i l t  1876 on Leroy S t r ee t  between Benefit and 
Bicknell in East Attleborough. 

C. Settlement: 

Expansion of set t lement a t  East Attleborough bound by Mechanics S t ree t /  
Dennis Street/Olive;also e a s t  from South Main and in the area bounded by 
North Main/Holden/Park. Hebron Camp Meeting Ground established by 
American Mi l l en i a l  Association of Providence, had 60 cottages by 1893. 
Over 100 worker tenements a t  Dodgeville by 1886. Considerable i n f i l l  of 
res ident ia l  s t ruc tu res  along t r o l l e y  l ines  during end of period. 

D .  Economic Base: 

B u t  f o r  the mil ls  a t  Dodgeville and Hebronvil l e  (s ince  1854 owned by 
the Rhode Island t e x t i l e  company of B . B .  & R. Knight), primary t e x t i l e  
production declined in importance. Finishing operations increased, however, 
and Wolfenden's expanded dye works was followed by James Orr 's  Bleachery 
and Dye House in Attleborough City. 

Until 1895 i t  i s  not possible t o  separate the jewelry s t a t i s t i c s  of 
North Attleborough and Attleboro. However, a large number of firms were 
begun i n  Attleboro in the 1870s and '80s, while others moved i n to  town 
from North Attleborough. Thus i t  i s  probably during the l a t e  1870s or 
ear ly  '80s t ha t  Attleboro jewelry production overtook t ha t  of North Att le-  
borough. By 1895 the value of Attleboro goods (probably 75 percent "metal 
and metall ic  goods") was nearly 1% times t ha t  of North Attleborough. 

One of the fac to rs  i n  t h i s  growth may have been the construction of the 
Attleborough & Taunton Rai 1 road (1869) by the Taunton Branch Rai lroad 
Co., though i t  was followed soon a f t e r  by a branch t o  the Fal ls  and North 
Attl e borough by a company organized by jewel ry manufacturers from the northern 
section.  By 1875 the Attleboros had a combined manufactured product value 
of $3.4 mil 1 ion, ranking fourth in the county a f t e r  Fa1 1 River, New Bedford 
and Taunton. 

In the f i r s t  decades of the 20th century occurred another expansive 
period in factory construction,  coinciding with c iv i c  improvements--among 
them the 1906-07 elimination of grade crossings in the town center .  Attleboro 
a l so  took an important lead i n  concrete construction,  with the erection 
i n  1905 of a reinforced concrete standpipe, bu i l t  by the pioneer firm i n  
concrete construction,  the Aberthaw Construction Co. of Boston. (The only 
e a r l i e r  concrete standpipes of any s ize  were sa id  t o  be a t  Hull, Massachusetts 
and Milford, Ohio; and the Attleboro standpipe was larger  than e i t he r . )  The 
standpipe was followed a year l a t e r  (1906) by the 3-story reinforced 
concrete frame factory f o r  Tappan Brothers, a l so  bui 1 t by Abertham, making 
i t  probably one of the e a r l i e s t  known buildings of t h i s  type of construction 
in the s t a t e .  

Independent and v i r t ua l l y  i sola ted from the r e s t  of town was the south- 
west corner, where the valley of the Blackstone River swung br ie f ly  through 
Attleboro. Geographically and f inancial  ly a1 1 ied with Pawtucket, the two 
mi 11 complexes bu i  1 t here, Attleboro's l a rges t  employers, were much more 
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t y p i c a l  o f  t he  heavy i n d u s t r i a l  base of Pawtucket than t he  sma l l e r  j ewe l r y  
f a c t o r i e s .  The e a r l i e s t  was t he  American Machine Co. (1894), which by 
1930 employed over  1,000 hands i n  t he  manufacture o f  co t t on  machinery. The 
Crown Manufactur ing Co. fo l lowed i n  1910 w i t h  a  l a r g e  mi 11 f o r  t h e  p roduc t ion  
o f  c o t t o n  yarns.  

E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Most o f  t h e  houses s tand ing  i n  A t t l e b o r o  were b u i l t  i n  the 
La te  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  These i n c l u d e  a  number o f  e l abo ra te  Second Empire 
and Queen Anne houses on County Road near  Capron Park, as we11 as on North 
Main and Park S t ree t s .  More modest suburban Queen Anne houses were b u i l t  i n  
neighborhoods west o f  County Road and a t  South At t leborough w i t h  l a r g e  
numbers o f  Queen Anne and Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  two- fami ly  houses and three-deckers 
b u i l t  e a s t  o f  the town cen te r  and a t  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  County Road and 
Thatcher S t r e e t .  Cottages a re  more unusual w i t h  most examples being s imple 
h ip - roo fed  Craftsman bungalows l oca ted  i n  s c a t t e r e d  l o c a t i o n s  a long  r u r a l  
roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Most o f  the i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  s tand ing  i n  A t t l e b o r o  
a l s o  da te  f rom the  Late I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  These i nc l ude  most o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  
schools and severa l  churches and mun ic ipa l  bu i l d i ngs .  Among these a r e  t he  
Second Congregat ional  church ( c .  1880), a  b r i c k  High V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  church 
w i t h  an o f f s e t  tower, Heb ronv i l l e  Method is t  ( c .  1890), a  two-s to ry  frame 
Queen Anne church w i t h  o f f s e t  tower, t h e  At t leborough Pub l i c  L i b r a r y  (1907, 
McLean and Wr ight ) ,  a  Beaux A r t s  b u i l d i n g  of y e l l o w  b r i c k  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  
porch w i t h  pediment, designed by a  Boston f i r m  which was a l s o  respons ib le  f o r  
severa l  l i b r a r y  commissions i n  the  area, the  Sturdy Hosp i t a l ,  a  y e l l o w  b r i c k  
neoc lass i ca l  b u i l d i n g  ( c .  1910) on Park S t r e e t  and a t  l e a s t  one unusual 
Manner is t  Beaux-Arts school ( B l i s s  School, 1908, a r c h i t e c t  unknown), a l s o  on 
Park S t ree t .  LaSal l e t t e  Seminary, a  t h ree -s to r y  stone Goth ic  Reviva l  mansion 
on Park S t ree t ,  was a l s o  b u i l t  i n  t h e  per iod ;  i t  o r i g i n a l l y  f unc t i oned  as a  
sana to r i  um. Capron Park was es tab l i shed  i n  1901. 

Commercial: Most o f  t he  b u i l d i n g s  a t  the  town cen te r  were cons t ruc ted  i n  
the per iod .  Almost a1 1  o f  these are s u b s t a n t i a l  t h ree  and f o u r  s t o r y  masonry 
s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  Renaissance and Georgian Reviva l  designs o f  the  t u r n  o f  the  
cen tu ry  predominat ing; a l s o  s tand ing  a t  the town cen te r  are severa l  Panel 
B r i c k  c o m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  the  1880s and '90s. Other  commercial b u i l d i n g s  
o f  the  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  sma l l e r  one-story  frame corner  s to res  b u i l t  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  
areas o u t l y i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  business d i s t r i c t .  One o f  t h e  most e l abo ra te  
commercial b u i l d i n g s  o f  t he  pe r i od  i s  the  Br iggs  Hote l  ( c .  1880) on South Main 
S t ree t ,  a  f o u r - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  mansard r o o f ,  end t u r r e t s  and a  cen te r  
four-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  p a v i l l i o n .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : The Hebronvi 1  l e  M i  11 , a f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  
mansard roof, was b u i l t  d u r i n g  t he  per iod;  p o r t i o n s  o f  i t s  waterpower system 
are s t i  11 i n t a c t .  The A t t leborough Nat iona l  Guard Armory, a  t h ree -s to r y  
c r e n e l l a t e d  stone s t r u c t u r e ,  was bu i  1  t c. 1910. Other i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
o f  t he  p e r i o d  i nc l ude  a  s imple b r i c k  Queen Anne pumping s t a t i o n  on South 
S t r e e t  and u t i l i t a r i a n  mansonry f a c t o r i e s .  
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EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Washington S t r e e t  des ignated Route 1 i n  1930s. Otherwise no new road 
cons t ruc t i on .  

B. Populat ion:  

Popu la t ion  growth slowed cons iderab ly  du r i ng  t h i s  per iod .  Foreign-born 
popu la t i on  drops t o  22% o f  t o t a l  i n  1930. 

C. Set t lement :  

Res iden t i a l  expansion a t  East  A t t leborough du r i ng  t h i s  pe r i od  slowed 
somewhat by t he  1930s Depression, con t i nua t i on  o f  i n f i  11 a1 ong e x i s t i n g  roads 
a t  East A t t leborough s i nce  o r i g i n a l  p l a t t i n g  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  l o t s  i n  the 
Late I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  shows very  low dens i t i es .  

D. Economic Base: 

I n  the  e a r l y  20th century,  A t t l e b o r o ' s  economy expanded dramat ica l  l y  : i n  
1895 the t o t a l  va lue o f  goods made and work done amounted t o  $4.2 mi 11 ion;  
twen ty - f i ve  years  l a t e r  i t  was over e i g h t  t imes t h a t  amount, o r  $35.3 m i l l i o n .  
O f  t h i s  amount i n  1920, the  j e w e l r y  i n d u s t r y  accounted f o r  63 percent ,  
probably  about what i t  had been 25 years e a r l i e r .  W i t h i n  the  s t a t e ,  A t t l e b o r o  
l e d  a l l  o t h e r  communities i n  j ewe l r y  product ion,  c l a im ing  about 61 percen t  
o f  the  s t a t e  t o t a l ,  Nor th  A t t leborough c l a im ing  another 20 percent .  

Many o f  the  l a r g e s t  f i r m s  were those o f  r e c e n t  v in tage .  Ch ie f  among these 
was L. G. B a l f o u r  (1916),  which by the 1930s had become one o f  the l a r g e s t  
emblem makers i n  the  country .  I n  1930, as today, i t  was the  l a r g e s t  j ewe l r y  
manufacturer,  employing 400 hands (abou t  15% o f  the l o c a l  j e w e l r y  workers),  
fo l lowed by the  R. F. Simnons Co., w i t h  250 employees. 

(By c o n t r a s t  w i t h  these f i g u r e s ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  compare the two 
Blackstone D l  l e y  p l a n t s  i n  1930. H . & B. American Machine Co. employed over 
1,000 workers, n e a r l y  20 percen t  o f  the  c i t y ' s  e n t i r e  work fo rce ;  and i t s  
neighbor,  Crown Manufactur ing, another  16 percen t ) .  

Related i n d u s t r i e s  inc luded  t o o l  p roduc t ion .  Frank Mossberg's o r i g i n a l  
products  i n  1909 had been b i c y c l e  wrenches and o the r  patented t o o l s .  By 
1930, Apco-Mossberg was sa id  t o  be the l ead ing  wrench manufacturer i n  the  
wor ld .  Another t o o l  maker, Larson Tool a( Stamping (1920),  developed the  bas ic  
p e r f o r a t e d  meta l  tubes used i n  the  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  

Wolfenden's dye p l a n t  by 1930 was s a i d  t o  be t he  l a r g e s t  i n  the  wor ld  
devoted e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  dye ing (Stone, p.249), w h i l e  D. E. Makepeace (1900t)  
was claimed the  l a r g e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  the  U.S. devoted t o  t he  manufacture 
o f  jewe le rs  ' m a t e r i a l s  (Stone, v.4, p.202). 

A f t e r  1920 the  j e w e l r y  i n d u s t r y  and the c i t y ' s  recorded growth (as 
represented by p roduc t  va lue)  appear t o  have stagnated. Jewel ry p roduc t ion  
had dec l i ned  t o  $18.5 m i l l i o n  by 1929, reaching a low o f  $7.3 m i l l i o n  
i n  1932. By 1940, however, j ewe l r y  p roduc t ion ,  l i k e  the t o t a l  f o r  the  c i t y ,  
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had regained i t s  1920 peak-year leve,l. Though t he re  were 1 5  fewer j ewe l r y  
f i r m s  i n  1940, j ewe l r y  p roduc t i on  amounted t o  $22.3 m i l  1  i on .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l  : Modest Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  and. Dutch Coloni  a1 houses were 
b u i l t  a t  South A t t leborough and a t  A t t l e b o r o  du r i ng  t he  p e r i o d  along w i t h  
s imply  d e t a i l e d  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  and Craftsman co t tages  and two-fami l y  houses 
f o r  workers. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Comparat ively few i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  known f o r  
t he  per iod ,  b u t  severa l  schools were const ructed,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  neoc lass ica l  
h i g h  school (1918).  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

A t t l e b o r c ' s  e x i s t i n g  i nven to ry  i n c l u d e s m o s t  o f  t he  town's Co lon ia l  
and Federal p e r i o d  residences, i t s  two major 19 th  cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  v i  1  lages, 
and a  number o f  impo r tan t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  E labora te  l a t e  19 th  
cen tu ry  houses a long County Road are n o t  i nven to r i ed ,  n o r  a re  l a t e  19 th  and 
e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
the  wel l -preserved i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  a t  Dodgev i l l e  and Heb ronv i l l e ,  l a t e  
18 th  through 1 9 t h  cen tu ry  r u r a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  landscape i s  w e l l -  
preserved a long Oak Hi1 1  Avenue i n  t he  eas te rn  h a l f  o f  town. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : A t t l e b o r o '  s  survey i d e n t i f i e d  t h ree  i n d u s t r i  a1 s t r u c t u r e s .  
The Reconnaissance Survey i d e n t i f i e d  35 o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  , i nc l ud ing  18 
jewe l ry  o r  jewel r y - r e l a t e d  f a c t o r i e s .  Specia l  a t t e n t i o n  should be g iven  t o  
these p lan t s ,  w i t h  a  c lose  examinat ion o f  the  r e l a t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  each 
i n  terms o f  t he  development o f  the  i n d u s t r y .  

The survey noted the  Dodgevi l  l e  and H e b r o n v i l l e  m i l l s ;  both a re  worthy 
o f  Na t iona l  Reg is te r  des igna t ion ,  though the  former  may da te  from a  
" recons t ruc t i on "  i n  1854 and l a t e r ,  r a t h e r  than from a  Federal pe r i od  date.  
A t t e n t i o n  should a l s o  be g i ven  t o  the  Mechanics and Crown Manufactur ing m i l l s ,  
t o  the American Machine Co. p l a n t  ( i n c l u d i n g  Queen Anne d e t a i l s ) ,  and t o  
the  1906 r e i n f o r c e d  concrete f a c t o r y  on Union S t r e e t .  An e a r l y  f r e i g h t  
s t a t i o n  south o f  M i l l  S t r e e t  should a l s o  be s tud ied .  
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