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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1 9 8 4  COMMUNITY: A t h o l  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

11.  POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

" S i x - m i l e  s q u a r e , "  Payquage p l a n t a t i o n  i s  g r a n t e d  i n  1733,  
i n c l u d i n g  p a r t  o f  Z a c h a r i a h  F i e l d  I n d i a n  p u r c h a s e  o f  1720 .  
E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t o w n  o f  A t h o l  i n  1 7 6 2 .  N o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  i s  
i n c l u d e d  i n  d i s t r i c t  o f  O range  i n  1 7 8 3 .  L a r g e  e a s t e r n  t r a c t  i s  
i n c l u d e d  i n  new t o w n  o f  G e r r y  ( P h i l l i p s t o n  a f t e r  1 8 1 4 )  i n  1786 ,  
w i t h  b o r d e r  a d j u s t m e n t  i n  1806 .  S m a l l  p a r t s  a r e  a n n e x e d  t o  
R o y a l s t o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  i n  
1 7 9 9  and  1 8 0 3 .  P a r t  o f  O range  i s  annexed  i n  1 8 1 6 .  S e c t i o n s  o f  
New Sa lem a r e  a n n e x e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  i n  1 8 3 0  a n d  1837 .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A t h o l  i s  an  u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  on  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r ,  
l o c a t e d  a l o n g  h i s t o r i c  h i g h l a n d  r o u t e s  t o  t h e  u p p e r  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R i v e r  V a l  l e y .  N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  r e p u t e d l y  e x i s t e d  on  t h e  M i l l e r s  
R i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  n e a r  t h e  T u l l y  B r o o k  c o n f l u e n c e .  P e r m a n e n t  
E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Payquage  P l a n t a t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  ca .  1735 ,  
p r i m a r i l y  b y  C o n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  r e s i d e n t s ,  w i t h  some S c o t s - I r i s h  
s e t t l e r s ,  a n d  e a r l y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  (now 
m o s t l y  O r a n g e )  and  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s .  The o r i g i n a l  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  M i l l  B r o o k  b y  1737 ,  b u t  a  new 
house  i s  b u i l t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o n  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  i n  1741.  
Payquage r e m a i n e d  a  g a r r i  soned,  f r o n t i e r  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
F r e n c h  War, w i t h  a  l o c a l  f a t a l i t y  f r o m  a  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  i n  1746 .  
D i s p e r s e d  u p l a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  
h o s t i l i t i e s ,  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  A t h o l  
i n  1762 .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  was r e l o c a t e d  n o r t h  i n  1773 .  

A l i n e a r ,  t u r n p i k e  v i l l a g e  d e v e l o p e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h i l e  w a t e r p o w e r  s i t e s  w e r e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
u t i l i z e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  o n  M i l l  B r o o k  a n d  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  t o  p o w e r  
t e x t i l e ,  p a p e r ,  wood, and  i r o n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  The m e e t i n g h o u s e  
c e n t e r  r e m a i n e d  t h e  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  u n t i l  t h e  m i d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  when 
r a i  1  r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  M i  1  l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  made t h e  
D e p o t  C e n t e r  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f o c u s .  
The b o o t  and shoe i n d u s t r y  assumed m a j o r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  m a c h i n e  t o o l  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  l a t e  
1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s .  S e v e r a l  s m a l l  t e x t i l e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  ham1 e t s  d e v e l o p e d  a l o n g  s e v e r a l  t r i b u t a r y  s t r e a m s  
d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, a n d  S o u t h  A t h o l  g r e w  a s  a  s m a l l  wood 
p r o d u c t s  c e n t e r .  S i g n i f i c a n t  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  e x p a n s i o n  o c c u r r e d  
i n  t h e  D e p o t  C e n t e r ,  w i t h  mu1 t i s t o r y ,  b r i c k  c o m m e r c i a l  b l o c k s  
a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d  e x p a n s i o n  o u t  o f  
t h e  v a l l e y  and  i n t o  t h e  h i g h l a n d s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h , w h e r e  
s p e c u l a t i v e  t r a c t s  o f  s i n g l e -  a n d  mu1 t i  f a m i l y  h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t .  
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By t h e  1920s ,  c i v i c  and  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  h a d  s h i f t e d  
l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  v a l l e y  downtown a r e a .  

A d e c l i n i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  and s u b u r b a n  s h o p p i n g  m a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
have  l e d  t o  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and abandonment  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  u r b a n  
c o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  l a n d m a r k  i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x e s ,  and t h e  1895  Pequog 
H o t e l ,  s u r v i v e .  F u n c t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s  w i t h  l a t e  1 8 t h  
and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f a r m h o u s e s  r e m a i n  i n  u s e  on  West H i l l  and 
C h e s t n u t  H i l l  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  b u t  h i g h l a n d  s u b u r b a n  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h r e a t e n  e x i s t i n g  r u r a l  1  andscapes .  
P o s t w a r  R o u t e  2  ( l i m i t e d  a c c e s s )  c o r r i d o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  has  a l s o  had 
an i m p a c t  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  o f  t own .  A good  v a r i e t y  o f  1 9 t h  
and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  u r b a n  and s u b u r b a n  r e s i d e n t i a l  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  s u r v i v e  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a ,  w i t h  some 
d i s t r i c t  p o t e n t i a l ,  and t h e  h i l l t o p  A t h o l  C e n t e r  r e t a i n s  much o f  
i t s  m i d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c h a r a c t e r .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

H i g h l a n d  t r i b u t a r y  a r e a  on  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r .  N o r t h / s o u t h  
t r a i l  f r o m  N ichewaug  ( P e t e r s h a m )  c o n j e c t u r e d  a s  Doe V a l l e y  
R o a d - P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t - M a i n  S t r e e t  t o  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c r o s s i n g ,  w i t h  
t h r e e  a1 t e r n a t e  r o u t e s  n o r t h :  P i  n e d a l  e  Avenue, R o y a l  s t o n  Road-01 d  
Keene Road, and R o y a l s t o n  Road. W e s t e r n  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  t r a i l  
c o n j e c t u r e d  a s  B r o o k s i d e  Road-Sou th  Mai  n  S t r e e t .  w i t h  n o r t h e r n  
h i g h l a n d  b r a n c h  w e s t  o f  T u l l y  R i v e r  ( N o r t h  Orange Road-Brooks  
R o a d - A t h o l  Road) .  S o u t h w e s t  t r a i l  c o n j e c t u r e d  a s  S o u t h  A t h o l  Road 
w i t h  w e s t  b r a n c h  on  P a r t r i  d g e v i  11  e  Road-Dan i  e l  Shays H ighway .  
E a s t e r n  t r a i l  i n f e r r e d  a s  Mohawk Road. 

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The a r e a  now A t h o l  was p a r t  o f  t h e  a r e a  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  
Squakeag,  t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  g r o u p  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  A b e n a k i ;  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  f o c u s e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  now N o r t h f i e l d  t o  t h e  w e s t .  From 
t h i s  l a r g e  v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  a r e a  was v i s i t e d  b y  s m a l l  g r o u p s  f o r  
b r i e f  p e r i o d s .  O c c u p a t i o n  s i t e s  m i g h t  have  been l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  
M i l l e r s  and o t h e r  r i v e r s ,  W h i t e s  Pond, L a k e  Rohun ta ,  S o u t h  A t h o l  
Pond, and L a k e  E l l i s  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  many b r o o k s .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

T h i s  a r e a  was v i s i t e d  s e a s o n a l l y  f r o m  t h e  base  camp t o  t h e  w e s t  b y  
s m a l l  f a m i l y  and  t a s k  g r o u p s ,  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  h u n t i n g  and  f i s h i n g .  

V.  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1  6 7 5 )  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

E s t a b l i s h e d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use.  
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B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The p a t t e r n  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  was somewhat  
m o d i f i e d  b y  t r a d i n g  w i t h  c o l o n i a l s  i n  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  T h r o u g h  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  more  n o r t h e r n  S o k o k i  , 
t h e  Squakeags w e r e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  F r e n c h ,  a n d  c a .  1 6 6 3  may h a v e  
begun  t h e i r  n o r t h e r n  m i g r a t i o n .  

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

Some s h i f t  i n  s e a s o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  e x p e c t e d  w i t h  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and  
g r o w i n g  dependence  on  f u r  t r a d e  w i t h  c o l o n i a l s .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675 -1  7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

E a r l i e r  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  a r e  i m p r o v e d  a s  r o a d s  t o  h i g h l a n d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  and  b y  p e r i o d ' s  e n d  a  r a d i a l  p a t t e r n  o f  
r o a d s  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  H i l l / m e e t i n g h o u s e  a r e a  t o  
o u t l y i n g  f a r m s  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  E a r l y  r o a d s  l e a d i n g  
f r o m  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l  1  e y  s e t t l e m e n t s  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  
a r e a  P a r t r i d g e v i l l e  R o a d - S o u t h  A t h o l  R o a d - C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  a l o n g  
t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r - M i l l  B r o o k  c o r r i d o r ,  a n d  T w i t c h e l l  
R o a d - B a t c h e l d o r  Road n o r t h  o f  W h i l e  Pond.  B o t h  l e a d  t o  t h e  E a s t  
H i l l  s e t t l e m e n t  a l o n g  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  O t h e r  p e r i o d  r o a d s  i n c l u d e  
t h e  r o u t e  n o r t h  o v e r  C h e s t n u t  H i l l  t o  R o y a l s t o n  o n  C h e s t n u t  H i l l  
R o a d - R o y a l s t o n  Road, n o r t h w e s t  t o  Warw ick  ( R o x b u r y  Canada)  on  
S c h o o l  S t r e e t - M a i n  S t r e e t - N o r t h  Orange  Road, e a s t  t o  T e m p l e t o n  
N a r r a g a n s e t t  Number S i x )  o n  M a i n  S t r e e t - P e t e r s h a m  Road-abandoned 
way e a s t ,  and  s o u t h  t o  P e t e r s h a m  o n  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t - D o e  V a l l e y  
Road. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

S a l e s  o f  Squakeag l a n d s  t o  t h e  w e s t  i n  1682 ,  and  w i t h i n  t h e  t o w n  
i n  1 7 2 0 ,  a r e  s e c o n d a r y  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  Squakeag r e m o v a l  t o  t h e  
n o r t h .  

The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  f i v e  c o l o n i a l  f a m i l y  heads  came i n  1 7 3 5  f r o m  
H a t f i e l d ;  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e r e  w e r e  25  men; b y  1 7 5 0  t h e r e  w e r e  
2 0  f a m i l i e s  and  f i v e  s i n g l e  men i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s e t t l e m e n t  and  s i x  
f a m i l i e s  i n  Orange  t o  t h e  w e s t .  The t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  e q u a l l e d  359 
i n  1765 ,  b u t  no  f i g u r e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  1776 .  M o s t  o f  t h e  
p r o p r i e t o r s  came f r o m  t o w n s  e a s t  o f  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  ( 1 2 1 ,  
f o l l o w e d  b y  c o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s  ( 9 ) ,  and  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l  l e y  s e t t l e r s  
( 6 ) ;  s e t t l e r s  came i n  s i m i l a r  p r o p o r t i o n s .  

The c h u r c h  was n o t  f o rmed  u n t i l  1750.  P r e m i e r  B a p t i s t  l e a d e r  
I s a a c  Backus  v i s i t e d  t h e  t o w n  i n  1768 ,  and  a  m i n i s t e r  was 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  1770 .  
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C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The a r e a  now A t h o l  was l a i d  o u t  i n  1 7 3 2  a s  a  s i x - m i l e - s q u a r e  town,  
i n c l u d i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o w n s  o f  Orange,  P h i l l i p s t o n ,  and 
R o y a l s t o n .  The l a n d  had  been p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  Pampanoot  t o  C a p t .  
Z a c h a r i a h  F i e l d  i n  1720 .  The l a n d  was d i v i d e d  among p r o p r i e t o r s  
f i r s t  i n  1734 ,  when h o u s e l o t s  o f  50 a c r e s  were  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  
g r o u p s ;  3 3  w e r e  p l a c e d  o n  E a s t  Pequog H i l l  n e a r  M i l l  B r o o k  and  
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  and t h e  r e m a i n i n g  30  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on West Pequog 
H i l l ,  now i n  Orange.  D i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  common l a n d s  c o n t i n u e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 t h  and  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  
The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was l o c a t e d  on  e i g h t  a c r e s  w i t h  t h e  
b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  on  t h e  n o r t h  bank o f  M i l l  B r o o k ,  b u t  a f t e r  i t  
b u r n e d  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s e t t l e m e n t  
a r e a .  T h r e e  g a r r i s o n s  o r  f o r t i f i e d  houses  were  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h i s  
m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  i n  t h e  l o w e r  v i l l a g e  n e a r  t h e  Pequog House, and  on  
West H i l l  i n  Orange.  More  p o p u l a t i o n  came t o  t h e  e a s t e r n ,  p r e s e n t  
A t h o l ,  segment  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g r a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  d i s p e r s e d  
f a r m s t e a d s .  

Economic  Base 

L i k e  so many n o r t h e r n  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  towns ,  A t h o l  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  
b y  P r u i t t  a s  a  P o o r  A g r a r i a n  Town f o r  1771 .  I n  s p i t e  o f  m o d e r a t e  
c o r n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  t o w n  r a n k e d  l o w  on a g r a r i a n  p r o s p e r i t y  and 
h i g h  on  p o v e r t y ;  l o w  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  and  c o m m u n i t y  w e a l t h  
a r e a  accompan ied  b y  v e r y  l o w  p r o p e r t y l e s s n e s s .  The t o w n  v o t e d  
e a r l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  saw ( 1 7 3 6 )  and g r i s t  ( 1 7 3 7 )  m i l l s ,  b u t  i t  i s  
n o t  c l e a r  i f  o r  where  t h e s e  were  l o c a t e d ;  b y  1 7 6 0  a  g r i s t m i l l  was 
l o c a t e d  on t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  n e a r  Freedom S t r e e t .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Few a p p a r e n t  s u r v i v a l s  f r o m  t h i s  p e r i o d .  One house  
d a t e d  1746 .  M o s t  a r e  s i n g l e - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n s .  One 
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n  i s  r e c o r d e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : F i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  o f  l o g  c o m p l e t e d  c a .  1741 .  
T h i s  b u r n e d  and was r e p l a c e d ,  b u t  d a t e  o f  s e c o n d  b u i l d i n g  i s  
unknown. However,  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  were  made i n  
1769 .  T h i r d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  on  t h e  common a t  t h e  Upper  
V i l l a g e  i n  1 7 7 3  ( 4 6  x 56 f e e t ) .  

Town v o t e d  t o  b u i l d  t w o  s c h o o l s  ( 1 6  x  1 8  f e e t )  i n  1766 .  F o u r  more  
s c h o o l  houses  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1770.  

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775-1  8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o l o n i a l  h i g h w a y s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use,  and s e v e r a l  t u r n p i k e  r o u t e s  a r e  
p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n ,  m a k i n g  A t h o l  V i l l a g e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e g i o n a l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c e n t e r .  The F i f t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  T u r n p i k e  i s  opened 
i n  1 8 0 0  on  T e m p l e t o n  Road-Main  S t r e e t - C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t - S o u t h  A t h o l  
Road-and an abandoned r o a d  t o  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c r o s s i n g  and S o u t h  
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Main S t r e e t .  A n o r t h w e s t  branch i s  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  N o r t h f i e l d  
from Athol V i l l a g e .  A t  f i r s t  t h i s  f o l l o w s  Main S t r e e t - S c h o o l  
S t r e e t ,  c r o s s e s  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r ,  c o n t i n u e s  a long P i n e d a l e  
S t r e e t ,  and c r o s s e s  T u l l y  River  t o  North Orange Road-Brooks Road. 
AFter 1815, however, t h e  r o u t e  i s  changed t o  ex tend  wes t  a long 
Main S t r e e t ,  and c r o s s  t o  North Orange Road west  of  T u l l y  R ive r .  
A t h i r d  t u r n p i k e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  sou th  from Athol V i l l a g e  i n  1809. 
The Petersham,  Greenwich, and Monson Turnpike ,  f i n a n c e d  by 
Norwich, C o n n e c t i c u t  c a p i t a l ,  runs  a long  P l e a s a n t  Street-New 
Sherborn Road. Old Keene road ,  d i r e c t e d  n o r t h  from t h e  M i l l e r s  
R ive r ,  i s  a l s o  improved a s  a  t u r n p i k e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  A new 
road i s  a l s o  l a i d  o u t  t o  Petersham (Petersham Road-Vaughn Road) 
from t h e  F i f t h  Massachuse t t s  Turnpike .  

B .  Popu la t ion  

A t h o l ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew s t e a d i l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  from 848 i n  
1775 t o  1 , 3 2 5  i n  1830. The F i r s t  P a r i s h  Church s u f f e r e d  i n t e r n a l  
d i sag reemen t  over  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  s a l a r y  and t a x e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  h i s  
d i s m i s s a l  i n  1782;  t h e  fo rma t ion  of t h e  town of Orange i s  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h i s  s p l i t .  A f t e r  a  f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d  wi thou t  a  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  
p a r i s h  c a l l e d  a  l i b e r a l  a s  i t s  second m i n i s t e r .  By t h e  p e r i o d ' s  
end ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of s e l e c t i n g  a  m i n i s t e r  who w i l l  p l e a s e  church 
and p a r i s h ,  and exchange p u l p i t s  wi th  ne ighbor ing  p a s t o r s ,  c a u s e s  
t h e  withdrawal  of t h e  m i n o r i t y  t o  form t h e  Evange l i ca l  
Congregat ional  church  i n  1830. B a p t i s t s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  town 
dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  though meet ing  i n  Roya l s ton ;  i n  1810 t h e  town 
became a  branch of t h e  Templeton church .  Method i s t s  made t h e  town 
p a r t  of a  c i r c u i t  e a r l y ,  and members a t t e n d e d  i n  Orange from 
1802. A Masonic Lodge was formed i n  1803. S t u d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  
s e l e c t  s c h o o l s  and academies i n  ne ighbor ing  towns u n t i l  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Athol Academy i n  1838. A poor farm was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1829. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Dispe r sed ,  upland,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  a s  a  v i l l a g e  
developed a long  Main S t r e e t ,  and an i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  emerged t o  
t h e  nor thwes t  a long t h e  M i l l e r s  R ive r  Va l l ey .  A small  
commercial - r e s i d e n t i a l  c e n t e r  developed nea r  t h e  1773 meet inghouse 
a f t e r  1800,  a s  t h e  a r e a  became t h e  focus  of s e v e r a l  t u r n p i k e  
r o u t e s .  The f o u r t h  Congregat ional  meet inghouse ,  b u i l t  i n  1838 
a f t e r  t h e  1773 s t r u c t u r e  burned ,  i s  r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  on Main 
S t r e e t .  The B a p t i s t  church  ( a l s o  1828)  i s  l o c a t e d  on Main S t r e e t  
j u s t  e a s t  of t h e  common. Between t h e s e  two c h u r c h e s ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
development on Main  S t r e e t  c o n t i n u e s .  A t  t h e  M i l l e r s  River /Mi l l  
Brook a r e a ,  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n t e n s i f i e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  a s  a  paper  m i l l  (1810)  i s  added on Freedom S t r e e t ,  a  
c o t t o n  mi l l  ( 1 8 1 4 )  i s  l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  e a s t  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of 
M i l l e r s  R i v e r ,  and a  s c y t h e  shop (1815)  i s  e r e c t e d .  Elsewhere ,  
d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was most i n t e n s i v e  a1 ong 
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and on Ches tnu t  H i l l  n o r t h  
of t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r .  
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D. Economic  Base 

A g r i c u l t u r e :  A v e r y  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  t o w n  was u n i m p r o v e d  o r  
w o o d l o t  i n  1784,  81.3%, and  an a d d i t i o n a l  4.5% was c l a s s i f i e d  as  
u n i m p r o v a b l e .  A c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l o w  amount ,  1.4%, was u n d e r  
t i l l a g e ,  w i t h  m o d e r a t e  amounts  i n  meadow and mowing l a n d ,  5.5%, 
and p a s t u r a g e ,  7.2%. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : P r e d o m i n a n t  s u r v i v i n g  house  f o r m  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  p l a n  w i t h  s m a l l  number o f  
h i p p e d  r o o f  e x a m p l e s .  L e s s e r  numbers  o f  t w o - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  
p l a n s .  C e n t e r  c h i m n e y ,  s i n g l e - s t o r y  h o u s e s  n o t e d  a s  w e l l  as  a  
o n e - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  house.  A t w o - s t o r y ,  n i n e - b a y ,  
h i p p e d  r o o f ,  d o u b l e  h o u s e  s t a n d s  on t h e  common a t  t h e  U p p e r  
V i l l a g e .  Two r e a r w a l l  c h i m n e y  houses  a r e  r e c o r d e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The t h i r d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  7 7 3 )  b u r n e d  i n  1827.  The 
f o u r t h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 8 2 8 )  was r e m o d e l l e d  i n  1847  t o  accommodate 
b e t t e r  t h e  t o w n  h a l l  w h i c h  was on  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .  The b u i l d i n g  
i s  now a  t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  an a d v a n c e d  t h r e e - b a y  
s e c t i o n  w i t h  p i l a s t e r s ,  t h r e e  r o u n d a r c h e d  doo rways ,  and  a  s q u a r e  
t o w e r  w i t h  c u p o l a .  S e r v i c e s  were  d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  1901 ;  t h e  
c o n g r e g a t i o n  merged  w i t h  Second U n i t a r i a n  and  s o l d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  
t h e  c i t y .  F rom 1921-57,  i t  was t h e  Woman's C l u b  b u i l d i n g .  S i n c e  
1 9 5 7  i t  has  h o u s e d  t h e  A t h o l  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  A B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  
was a l s o  b u i l t  on t h e  u p p e r  common i n  1928 .  The b u i l d i n g  was 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c s  i n  1 8 5 3  a n d  b y  t h e  
end  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i t  was b e i n g  u s e d  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e .  

Commerc ia l  : I n  1830,  t h e  Pequog House, f o r m e r l y  a  p r i v a t e  
d w e l l i n g ,  was opened a s  a  h o t e l  and p r e s u m a b l y  o p e r a t e d  u n t i l  t h e  
Pequog H o t e l  was b u i l t  i n  1894 .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  S .  L .  Morse  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  C u r r y  Shop i s  r e c o r d e d  
a s  h a v i n g  been b u i l t  i n  1827 ,  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s c h o o l  c a .  
1850 .  W i t h  t h e  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  s e c o n d  s t o r y ,  i t  became a  
d w e l l i n g .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

S e r v i c e  on t h e  Vermont  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  R a i l r o a d  a l o n g  t h e  
M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  o f  t o w n  i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1848,  w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  n o r t h  t o  B r a t t l e b o r o  i n  1849 .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

A t h o l  ' s  r a t e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  a c c e l e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  t o t a l  more  t h a n  d o u b l i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  f o r t y  y e a r s .  From a  t o t a l  
o f  1,325 i n  1 8 3 0  t h e  t o w n  g rew t o  3,517 b y  1870 ,  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  
jump,  o v e r  700, o c c u r r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  A l a r g e  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  g r o w t h  i s  due t o  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  
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t h e  town .  W h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  emp loymen t  r e m a i n e d  s t e a d y  a t  c a .  
1 7 5  m a l e s ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e x p l o d e d ,  f r o m  8 0  men i n  1 8 4 0  t o  766 i n  
1875.  W i t h  t h i s  came f o r e i g n - b o r n  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  t o w n  and  a s  
i n  m o s t  t owns ,  t h e  I r i s h  came f i r s t  and  d o m i n a t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ;  
t h i s  g r o u p  d i d  n o t  expand  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  t h e  t o w n  t o t a l ,  however ,  
and  d r o p p e d  f rom 8.4% i n  1 8 5 5  t o  6.5% t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .  

The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  r e m a i n e d  c o n s t a n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
b u t  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  t h a t  began  l a t e  i n  t h e  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  c o n t i n u e d .  The M e t h o d i s t s  became s t r o n g e r ,  f o r m i n g  
a  second  s o c i e t y  i n  1851.  The M i l l e r i t e  movement f o u n d  a d h e r e n t s  
i n  t h e  t o w n  i n  t h e  1840s ,  d r a w i n g  membersh ip  f r o m  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  and B a p t i s t s ,  and  s u r v i v i n g  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  
a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  l a s t  day  t o  o r g a n i z e  a  s o c i e t y  i n  1863.  Some 
f o r m e r  M i l l e r i t e s  f o r m e d  a  communal o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  t o w n  
b e t w e e n  1861 and  t h e i r  r e m o v a l  t o  P e t e r s h a m  i n  1864.  As 
i m m i g r a t i o n  b r o u g h t  e t h n i c  d i v e r s i t y  t o  t h e  town,  a  Roman C a t h o l i c  
Church ,  S t .  C a t h e r i n e ' s ,  was f o r m e d  i n  1855 ,  a n d  an E p i s c o p a l  
C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  i n  1866 .  The r e v i v e d  B a p t i s t s  
r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  1867 .  

I n  c a .  1 8 4 0  a  L i b r a r y  was f o r m e d  i n  t h e  D e p o t  V i l l a g e ,  
s u p p l e m e n t i n g  t h o s e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f o r  
one i n  1853 ,  r e q u i r e d  b y  p o p u l a t i o n  s i z e  b y  1855,  and  l o c a t i o n  
d e b a t e d  i n  1856 ;  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  were  a b o l i s h e d  i n  1868.  A Young 
M e n ' s  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  was f o r m e d  i n  1859 .  J u s t  t h e  y e a r  
b e f o r e  an A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n i c a l  S o c i e t y  was f o r m e d ,  w h i c h  
was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  W o r c e s t e r  N o r t h w e s t  i n  1867 .  A f t e r  t h e  
a n t i - M a s o n i c  s c a r e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  s e v e r a l  such  g r o u p s  were  
f o r m e d  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

G r o w t h  c o n t i n u e s  a t  t h e  M e e t i n g h o u s e  C e n t e r ,  b u t  t h e  f o c u s  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t  s h i f t s  t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a t  t h e  D e p o t  
V i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  1847  r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n ,  a s  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  
i n t e n s i f i e s  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l  B rook  a n d  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r s .  
E l  sewhere ,  s m a l l e r  s c a l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c l u s t e r s  d e v e l o p  a t  a  
number o f  d i  s p e r s e d  w a t e r p o w e r  s i t e s .  

A t  A t h o l  V i l l a g e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  , c o m m e r c i a l ,  and r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  The 
E v a n g e l i c a l  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 3 3 )  i s  l o c a t e d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  
M e e t i n g h o u s e  a t  t h e  M a i n  C h e s t n u t  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
d e v e l o p  a s  a  c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s .  The Second B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 4 7 )  
i s  l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  e a s t  on  M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  Summer S t r e e t .  T h i s  
becomes t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  i n  1856 .  I n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
e x t e n d s  f r o m  M a i n  S t r e e t  w e s t  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l  B r o o k / C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  
c o r r i d o r .  I n t e n s i v e  1  i n e a r  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  a l o n g  
M a i n  S t r e e t  f r o m  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Church  s o u t h e a s t  b e y o n d  B e a r s d e n  
Road. R e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  e x t e n d s  w e s t  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  on L i b e r t y ,  
C e n t r a l ,  a n d  T r e m o n t  t o  H i g h  S t r e e t .  L e s s  i n t e n s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
e x t e n d s  t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  t h e  Grove/Summer S t r e e t  a r e a .  To t h e  
s o u t h ,  h o u s e s  a r e  b u i l t  on P l e a s a n t ,  S p r i n g ,  a n d  K e l t o n  S t r e e t s .  
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The W o r c e s t e r  N o r t h w e s t  A g r i c u l t u r a l  F a i r g r o u n d s  ( 1 8 6 7 )  a r e  
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  on t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  L a k e  E l l i s .  

I n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t e n s i f i e s  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  
c o r r i d o r  n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  C e n t e r ,  and b y  p e r i o d ' s  end  t h e  D e p o t  
V i l l a g e  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  has  g rown  t o  r i v a l  t h e  C e n t e r  as  t h e  
t o w n ' s  c o m m e r c i a l  and  r e s i d e n t i a l  f o c u s .  V a r i o u s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t e x t i l e ,  b o o t ,  m a c h i n e  t o o l ,  wood, and p a p e r  
p r o d u c t i o n )  l o c a t e  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  b e t w e e n  R i v e r  S t r e e t  and  M a i n  
S t r e e t  i n  t h e  e a s t ,  and  b e t w e e n  M a i n  S t r e e t  and  S o u t h  S t r e e t  t o  
t h e  w e s t .  Exchange S t r e e t ,  l i n k i n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  Vermon t  and 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  R a i l  r o a d  d e p o t ,  becomes t h e  m a i n  c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s .  
The T h i r d  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  ( 1 8 4 9 )  l o c a t e s  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  a t  
t h e  W a l n u t / C h u r c h  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  and  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  (1861  ) i s  
b u i l t  t o  t h e  e a s t  a t  t h e  M a i n / R i v e r  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  The h i g h  s c h o o l  
i s  l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  e a s t  on  S c h o o l  S t r e e t  n e a r  Ma in ,  a  l o c a t i o n  
a b o u t  midway b e t w e e n  t h e  D e p o t  and t h e  C e n t e r .  R e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on  M a i n  S t r e e t  e a s t  o f  Cana l  S t r e e t  t o  
t h e  r a i l  r o a d ,  and a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  i s  opened t o  t h e  n o r t h  ca .  
1 8 5 0  on W a l n u t ,  U n i o n ,  a n d  Church .  The I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t  l a b o r  
f o r c e  c o n c e n t r a t e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  on S o u t h  S T r e e t  w e s t  o f  
Freedom S t r e e t .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  e a s t  o n  S o u t h  a n d  
T r a v e r s  S t r e e t  p a s t  t h e  d e p o t .  S o u t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r ,  
s e t t l e m e n t  e x t e n d s  s o u t h  on C o t t a g e  S t r e e t  and  e a s t  i n  t h e  S c h o o l  
S t r e e t / M a i n  S t r e e t  a r e a .  N o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  some houses  a r e  
b u i l t  a l o n g  R i v e r  S t r e e t .  

A s m a l l  h a m l e t  d e v e l o p s  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t  a t  S o u t h  ATho l  , where  a  
M e t h o d i s t  Church  i s  b u i l t  i n  1834,  and  some w o o d w o r k i n g  i n d u s t r y  
d e v e l o p s .  S m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  a l s o  d e v e l o p  a t  
P a r t r i d g e v i l l e  n e a r  t h e  w e s t e r n  b o r d e r  a n d  a t  P i n e d a l e  a n d  T u l l y  
M i l l  a l o n g  t h e  T u l l y  R i v e r  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  

D. Economic  Base 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The t r a d i t i o n a l  , t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  house  f o r m s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  b u i l t .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  " U p p e r  V i l l a g e "  c o n t a i n s  
t h e  o l d e r ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  w h i l e  t h e  "Lower  V i l l a g e "  i s  
m i d -  t o  l a t e - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  i n  c h a r a c t e r .  
Greek  R e v i v a l ,  g a b l e  end,  s i d e - p a s s a g e  ( t h r e e - b a y )  and  c e n t e r  
e n t r y  ( f i v e - b a y )  h o u s e s  s u r v i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  t e m p l e  f r o n t  house .  
L a t e r  p e r i o d  d w e l l  i n g s  c o m p r i  se  t h e  1  a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
r e m a i n i  ng  houses .  These a r e  p r i m a r i l y  g a b l e  end,  s i d e - p a s s a g e  
p l a n s  w i t h  I t a l i a n a t e  and  Second E m p i r e  d e t a i l ,  many w i t h  
m o n i t o r s .  B o t h  s i d e - p a s s a g e  and  c e n t e r  e n t r y  mansard  r o o f e d ,  
Second E m p i r e  p o p u l  a r  d w e l l  i n g s  r e m a i n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  " 1  o w e r "  end 
o f  t h e  c e n t e r  as  w e l l .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The E v a n g e l  i c a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  was b u i l  t on 
t h e  common a t  t h e  " U p p e r  V i l l a g e "  i n  1833.  The b u i l d i n g  was 
r a i s e d  and a  s p i r e  added  t o  i t  i n  1859 .  The I t a l i a n a t e  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g  has  a  c e n t e r  e n t r y  i n  a  r u s t i c a t e d  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  q u o i n s ,  
w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  c e n t r a l  p a v i l l  i o n  w i t h  p i l a s t e r s ,  r a i s e d  a r c h e d  
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windows w i t h  l a b e l s ,  and  a  m o d i l l i o n e d  c o r n i c e .  The S o u t h  A t h o l  
M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 3 6  a n d  i s  now a  g a b l e  end 
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  t w o  e n t r a n c e s  a n d  a  s h o r t ,  s q u a r e  t o w e r .  The 
B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  a  s e c o n d  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  " L o w e r  V i l l a g e "  i n  1849 .  
The b u i l d i n g  was r e m o d e l l e d  i n  t h e  Romanesque s t y l e  i n  1886 .  I n  
1861 ,  a  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and s t o o d  on  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  R i v e r  and  M a i n  S t r e e t s  where  f a c t o r i e s  a r e  now l o c a t e d .  
The 1 8 2 8  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  was p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  Roman 
C a t h o l i c s  i n  1853 .  

The f i r s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  ( 1  8 5 6 )  was a  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  
g a b l e  e n d  Greek R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  r o u n d a r c h e d  w indows and  
d o o r s  on t h e  m a i n  f a c a d e .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870 -1  91 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

I n  1873 ,  t h e  A t h o l  and  E n f i e l d  R a i l r o a d  ( l a t e r  e x t e n d e d  t o  
S p r i n g f i e l d )  opens s e r v i c e  f r o m  t h e  V i l l a g e  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  S o u t h  
A t h o l .  I n  1894,  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  e x t e n d s  w e s t  f r o m  t h e  
C e n t e r  t o  Orange and  e a s t  t o  t h e  F a i r  Grounds ( M a i n  S t r e e t - S c h o o l  
S t r e e t - M a i n  S t r e e t - S o u t h  M a i n  S t r e e t ) .  I n  1900 ,  s e r v i c e  was 
e x t e n d e d  e a s t  t h r o u g h  P h i l l i p s t o n  a n d  T e m p l e t o n  t o  G a r d n e r  ( M a i n  
S t r e e t - M o h a w k  R o a d ) .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

The r a t e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  i n  A t h o l  a c c e l e r a t e d  e v e n  f u r t h e r  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  n e a r l y  t r i p l i n g  o v e r  45 y e a r s .  From a  f i g u r e  
o f  3,517 i n  1870,  t h e  t o w n  g rew t o  9,783 i n  1915 ;  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e s  
o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  1 8 8 5  a n d  1 8 9 0  o f  o v e r  1,500,  a n d  1 9 0 5  and  191 0, 
n e a r l y  1,400; t h e r e  was a  l o s s  o f  c a .  300 b e t w e e n  1 8 9 5  a n d  1900 .  
A g a i n ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e m p l o y m e n t  r e m a i n e d  c o n s t a n t ,  w h i l e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow, f r o m  766  m a l e s  i n  1 8 7 5  t o  1,349 
i n  1905,  and 2,013 i n  1915 ;  t h e  number  o f  f e m a l e s  s i m i l a r l y  
e m p l o y e d  a l s o  grew, f r o m  1 7 8  t o  398 t o  463 d u r i n g  t h o s e  y e a r s ,  t h e  
l a t t e r  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  h a l f  t h o s e  w o r k i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  home. The 
f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a l s o  grew,  t h o u g h  n o t  apace  
w i t h  t h e  t o t a l  e x p a n s i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  f r o m  8.4% 
i n  1875  t o  19.9% i n  1915.  The m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o w t h  h e r e  
o c c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  i n f l u x  o f  C a n a d i a n s ,  t h e  F r e n c h  
o u t n u m b e r i n g  t h e  I r i s h  b y  1895 ,  b u t  b y  1 9 0 5  t h e y  were  i n  t u r n  
o u t n u m b e r e d  b y  E n g l  i s h  C a n a d i a n s .  O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  g r o u p s  i n c l u d e d  
t h e  I t a l i a n s ,  and l a t e r  t h e  R u s s i a n s  and P o l e s .  

As t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  expanded ,  a  s e c o n d  U n i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  
i n  1877,  b u t  b y  1901  t h e  t w o  u n i t e d .  A f t e r  t h e i r  r e v i v a l  i n  t h e  
1  a t e  1860s  t h e  B a p t i s t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand .  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t s  
m e t  i n  t h e  t o w n  f r o m  1898 ,  and f o r m e d  a  s o c i e t y  a  y e a r  l a t e r .  I n  
1903  a  Seven th -Day  A d v e n t i s t  g r o u p  began  t o  mee t  i n  t h e  town .  The 
Roman C a t h o l i c s  became t h e  p a r i s h  o f  Our Lady  I m m a c u l a t e  i n  1904 ;  
P o l i s h  C a t h o l i c s  began  s e p a r a t e  s e r v i c e s  i n  1913 .  The t o w n ' s  
J e w i s h  r e s i d e n t s  f o r m e d  t h e  Temple I s r a e l  i n  1910.  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Athol



N o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h e  number o f  v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  g rew w i t h  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  t o  accommodate t h e  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  
d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  was s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  
t h e  Grange i n  1 8 8 9 ;  among f a c t o r y  w o r k e r s  t h e  U n i t e d  Workmen 
p r o v i d e d  m u t u a l  i n s u r a n c e ;  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  t a k e n  up 
b y  A s s o c i a t e d  C h a r i t i e s  i n  1903 ,  and  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army a  y e a r  
l a t e r ;  b u s i n e s s m e n  fo rmed  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e  i n  1872 ;  l e i s u r e  
a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  R e f o r m  C l u b  i n  1875,  t h e  Odd 
F e l l o w s  i n  1884,  t h e  S p o r t s m e n  i n  1892,  and t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  
Columbus i n  1907 .  The Women's C h r i s t i a n  Temperance U n i o n  
o r g a n i z e d  i n  1876,  and a  Women's C l u b  was f o u n d e d  i n  1900 ;  a  
l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1878,  a n d  became t h e  t o w n ' s  
f r e e  and p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r ;  a  s e c r e t  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  was f o r m e d  i n  1894 .  

The t o w n ' s  s c h o o l s  were  g r a d e d  i n  1875.  I n  S o u t h  A t h o l ,  t h e  
Morgan M e m o r i a l  e s t a b l  i shed  a  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  wo rk  f o r  
t h e  needy i n  1907 .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The D e p o t  V i l l  age  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand,  as  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
i n t e n s i f i e d  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r ,  a n d  a  r e g i o n a l  
c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r  g r e w  a r o u n d  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t / E x c h a n g e  S t r e e t  
f o c u s .  New s p e c u l a t i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  o f  s i  n g l  e - f a m i l y  
and mu1 t i  f a m i l y  h o u s i n g  e x t e n d e d  o n t o  t h e  h i g h 1  ands  n o r t h  and 
s o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  1880s  and  1 8 9 0 s ,  a n d  began t o  f i l l  i n  b y  
t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  To t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e s e  c o a l e s c e d  w i t h  t h e  
C e n t e r  V i l l a g e  t o  f o r m  a  c o n t i n u o u s ,  e x t e n d e d  u r b a n  a r e a .  

D e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  zone s o u t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  
and n o r t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r .  The m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h ,  however ,  o c c u r r e d  on t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  
e a s t  o f  t h e  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  c r o s s i n g ,  w h e r e  m a j o r  m a c h i n e  t o o l  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e a  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  1880s  and t h e  e a r l y  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  The M a i n / E x c h a n g e  a r e a  c o n t i n u e d  a s  a  c o m m e r c i a l  
f o c u s .  Commerc ia l  i n f i l l  and r e p 1  acemen t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l a n d m a r k  
1 8 9 4  Pequog H o t e l ,  o c c u r r e d  on  b o t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  a n d  Exchange 
S t r e e t .  The Second U n i t a r i a n  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 8 0 - 8 1  ) l o c a t e d  on M a i n  
e a s t  o f  Exchange.  

R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d e d  on  M a i n  S t r e e t  f r o m  w e s t  o f  t h e  
r i v e r  c r o s s i n g  t o  t h e  r a i l  r o a d  i n  t h e  e a s t .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  M a i n  
S t r e e t ,  new r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  were  opened up n o r t h  o f  M a p l e  S t r e e t  
and  a r o u n d  t h e  "common" ( R i n d g e  S t r e e t ,  Newton S t r e e t ) ,  and  e a s t  
o f  Exchange S t r e e t  on M a r b l e  S t r e e t .  By t h e  1880s  r e s i d e n t i a l  
g r o w t h  expanded  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a s  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  w e r e  b u i l t  
e a s t ,  s o u t h ,  and w e s t  o f  S i l v e r  Lake .  To t h e  e a s t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
i n f i l l  o c c u r r e d  on  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  a n d  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h  o n  C h e s t n u t  
H i l l  Avenue.  S o u t h  o f  t h e  l a k e ,  t h e  " L a k e  P a r k "  a r e a  i s  opened 
a l o n g  t h e  W a l l i n g f o r d  a n d  Q e q u o i d  Avenue. To t h e  w e s t  t h e  
" I n t e r v a l e "  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i s  e s t a b l  i s h e d  a l o n g  P i n e d a l e  Avenue on 
Lenox a n d  T w i t c h e l l  S t r e e t s .  
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S o u t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  i s  b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
c o r r i d o r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  S o u t h  S t r e e t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  ponds.  A t  
t h e  w e s t  end  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  t h e  " H i l l s i d e n  n e i g h b o r h o o d  was l a i d  
o u t  on Moun t  P l e a s a n t .  

S o u t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r ,  e x t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n  
o c c u r r e d  a s  f a r  s o u t h  a s  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t ,  w e s t  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  a n d  
e a s t  o f  t h e  m i l l  pond.  I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  t h e  
M i l l  B r o o k  c o r r i d o r .  A new i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s  d e v e l o p s  w e s t  o f  
M a i n  S t r e e t ,  w i t h  S t .  J o h n ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 9 0 )  a t  P a r k  
Avenue /Schoo l  S t r e e t ,  t h e  new H i g h  S c h o o l  ( 1 8 9 2 )  on  S c h o o l  S t r e e t ,  
and Our Lady  I m m a c u l a t e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( 1 9 0 4 )  on  P a r k  Avenue.  

E a s t  o f  H i g h  S t r e e t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  c o n t i n u e d ,  w h i l e  a  new 
a r e a  was d e v e l o p e d  t o  t h e  w e s t  on A l l e n ,  D r u r y ,  Beacon,  and  
P r o s p e c t  s o u t h  t o  Hapgood Road. Worke r  h o u s i n g  was b u i l t  a l o n g  
t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  Goddard  and  M a n n i n g  
p i a n o  f a c t o r y ,  and some e x t e n s i o n  o c c u r r e d  s o u t h  o f  C h e s t n u t  a l o n g  
C o t t a g e  S t r e e t .  West o f  S a n d e r s  S t r e e t ,  new r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  
( S o u t h  P a r k ,  P l e a s a n t  V a l l e y ,  F a i r v i e w )  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  a r o u n d  t h e  
L e w i s  S a n d e r s  f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,  and  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

E a s t  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  a  new d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  on  Green,  
Kennebuck ,  H i g h l a n d ,  a n d  Summer S t r e e t s .  I n t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d e d  on M a i n  S t r e e t  i t s e l f  p a s t  t h e  C e n t e r  
c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s  a l o n g  t h e  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  t o  t h e  f a i r g r o u n d s .  I n  
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  e x t e n d e d  e a s t  o f  P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t  i n  t h e  S p r i n g / V i n e / E u c l i d  S t r e e t  a r e a .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  
c o t t a g e s  a r e  b u i l t  on t h e  E l l i s  L a k e  i s l a n d s .  

Economic  Base 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Houses a r e  g e n e r a l l y  t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end, 
s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n s .  Some F o u r  S q u a r e  h o u s e s  a n d  t h r e e  d e c k e r s  a r e  
a l s o  f o u n d  i n  t h e  C e n t e r .  W h i t e  Pond i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  p a r t  o f  
t o w n  has  some e a r l y  1900s  c o t t a g e s  a r o u n d  t h e  l a k e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The Second A d v e n t  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  
t h e  C e n t e r  i n  1873.  The b u i l d i n g ,  a  o n e - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  e n d  G o t h i c  
d e s i g n  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  c o r n e r  t o w e r ,  i s  now t h e  Grange H a l l .  The 
Second U n i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  c a .  1880.  
I t  b u r n e d  i n  1912  and  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1 9 1 5  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  g a b l e  
end b r i c k  and  s t u c c o  T u d o r  R e v i v a l  d e s i g n .  S t .  J o h n ' s  E p i s c o p a l  
c h u r c h ,  a  l o w ,  s h i n g l e d ,  A r t s  and C r a f t s  d e s i g n ,  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  
1890 .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  began  i n  1 8 8 4  on  S t .  C a t h e r i n e ' s  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h ,  b u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  n e v e r  a d v a n c e d  beyond  
a  r o o f  o v e r  a  basemen t .  I n  1904 ,  a  new c h u r c h ,  c a l l e d  Our Lady 
I m m a c u l a t e ,  a  l a t e  G o t h i c  b r i c k  g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
b u t t r e s s e s  and  a  t o w e r ,  was b u i l t .  

S e v e r a l  s c h o o l s  were  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d :  t h e  1 8 8 7  Hapgood 
s c h o o l ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  g a b l e  e n d  f a c a d e  b a d l y  
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r e h a b i l i t a t e d  a s  a p a r t m e n t s ;  t h e  1 8 8 9  M a i n  S t r e e t  s c h o o l ,  a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  s q u a r e ,  b r i c k  Romanesque b l o c k  w i t h  a  h i p p e d  r o o f ;  t h e  
H i g h l a n d  S c h o o l  o f  1 8 9 0  w h i c h  d u p l i c a t e d  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  S c h o o l  ; 
t h e  1892  b r i c k  Romanesque h i g h  s c h o o l  ; and t h e  1 8 9 4  h i p p e d  r o o f ,  
b r i c k  Romanesque L a k e  P a r k  S c h o o l .  The C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l ,  b r i c k  
F u l l e r  B i g e l o w  S c h o o l  was b u i l t  i n  1912.  

The C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b r i c k  Y M C A  was b u i l t  c a .  1910.  The L i b r a r y ,  
a l s o  a  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  d e s i g n ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  The Pequog H o t e l  i s  an i m p r e s s i v e  f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  d i v i d i n g  t h e  b a y s .  The M i l l e r s  
R i v e r  N a t i o n a l  Bank i s  a  t h r e e - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  Romanesque b u i l d i n g .  
The " L o w e r  V i l l a g e "  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  l a t e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t w o -  and  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b l o c k s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  one -  
and  1  1  / 2 - s t o r y  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  

The 1 8 7 2  d e p o t  i s  a  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  an o v e r h a n g i n g  b r a c k e t t e d  
r o o f  and  a  s q u a r e  t o w e r .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1  9 4 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

By t h e  m i d  1920s,  t h e  e a s t / w e s t  Mohawk T r a i l  a u t o  c o r r i d o r  ( o l d  
R o u t e  7 ,  t h e n  R o u t e  2 )  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  downtown A t h o l  
( T e m p l e t o n  Road-Main  S t r e e t - S o u t h  M a i n  S t r e e t ) .  N o r t h / s o u t h  R o u t e  
1 2 2 / 3 2  f r o m  P e t e r s h a m / B a r r e  c o n n e c t s  t o  t h e  Mohawk T r a i l  e a s t  o f  
downtown ( P e t e r s h a m  Road) .  I n  t h e  l a t e  1920s  t h e  r o a d  t h r o u g h  
S o u t h  A t h o l  t o  N o r t h  Dana /Greenw ich  i s  i m p r o v e d  a s  s e c o n d a r y  R o u t e  
21 ( S o u t h  A t h o l  Road) .  By t h e  m i d  1930s ,  new U.  S.  R o u t e  202 
( D a n i e l  Shays H i g h w a y )  c o n n e c t s  s o u t h w e s t  t h r o u g h  New Salem t o  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  By 1940,  a  new R o u t e  122  b y p a s s e d  downtown 
A t h o l  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  R o u t e  202 t o  t h e  w e s t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  i t s  f o u n d i n g ,  A t h o l ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  
s l o w e d ,  t h o u g h  t h e  t o t a l  s t i l l  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  9,783 i n  1 9 1 5  t o  
11 ,180 i n  1940,  w i t h  a  s h o r t - t e r m  d r o p  b e t w e e n  1 9 2 0  a n d  1 9 2 5  o f  
n e a r l y  200. A l t h o u g h  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  r e m a i n e d  p r e d o m i n a n t ,  t h e  
t o t a l  number o f  m a l e s  emp loyed ,  as  o p e r a t i v e s ,  c r a f t s m e n ,  and  
f o r e m e n  f e l l  b y  c a .  200 b e t w e e n  1 9 1 5  a n d  1940 ;  f e m a l e  emp loymen t  
a s  o p e r a t i v e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  c a .  100,  b u t  d e c r e a s e d  f r o m  ca .  50% t o  
c a .  33% o f  t h e  t o t a l  o f  women w o r k i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  home. Among t h e  
15.7% f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1940,  t h e  F r e n c h  
C a n a d i a n s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  m o s t  numerous,  f o l l o w e d  b y  
L i t h u a n i a n s ,  E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n s ,  and  I t a l i a n s .  A P o l i s h  p a r i s h ,  
S t .  F r a n c i s ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  More  v o l u n t a r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  fo rmed,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  D a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
R e v o l u t i o n  i n  1920,  t h e  Ku K l u x  K l a n  i n  1921,  t h e  F o r r e s t e r s  
( C a t h o l i c )  i n  1922,  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  i n  1925 ,  and  a  Rod and Gun 
C l u b  i n  1927.  
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C .  S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n  

G r o w t h  c o n t i n u e s  i n  and a r o u n d  t h e  " D e p o t "  C e n t e r  a s  c o m m e r c i a l  
and r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  and  t h e  c i v i c  f o c u s  s h i f t s  
t o  t h e  v a l l e y .  R E s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and 
s o u t h e r n  h i g h l a n d s .  

N o r t h  o f  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  I n t e r v a l e  
a r e a  n o r t h w e s t  o f  S i l v e r  Lake,  w i t h  l i n e a r  e x t e n s i o n  n o r t h  on  
P i n e d a l e  Avenue. To t h e  w e s t ,  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  made b e t w e e n  S i l v e r  
Lake and S p o r t s m a n ' s  Pond. To t h e  e a s t ,  i n f i l l  o c c u r s  b e t w e e n  
S i l v e r  L a k e  S t r e e t  and C r e s c e n t  H i l l  Avenue ( R o y a l s t o n  Road)  and 
i n  t h e  Goddard  S t r e e t  a r e a .  West o f  t h e  r i v e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  on 
Moun t  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  c o n t i n u e d .  I n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h i g h l a n d s ,  
g r o w t h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x t e n d  s o u t h  i n  t h e  S o u t h  P a r k ,  F a i r v i e w ,  and  
P l e a s a n t  V a l l e y  a r e a s ,  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  S a n d e r s  S t r e e t / C o t t a g e  S t r e e t  
axes .  

On M a i n  S t r e e t ,  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l  opment  c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n t e n s i f y  
a r o u n d  t h e  Ma in /Exchange  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  a n d  a  new c i v i c  f o c u s  
d e v e l o p s  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  w i t h  a  1  i b r a r y  ( 1  9 1 8 )  and  new t o w n  H a l l  
( 1 9 2 4 ) .  The new M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  ( 1 9 1 8 )  and  S t .  F r a n c i s  C a t h o l i c  
C h u r c h  ( 1 9 2 0 - 2 1 )  a l s o  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  a r e a .  

O u t s i d e  t h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  c o t t a g e  d e v e l  opment  o c c u r s  
i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  a r o u n d  W h i t e ' s  Pond a n d  on  t h e  e a s t e r n  s h o r e  o f  
Lake Rohun ta .  

D. Economic  Base 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  No s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a p p a r e n t .  F o u r  S q u a r e  
p l a n s  and  some D u t c h  C o l o n i a l  d e s i g n s  w e r e  n o t e d  i n  t h e  C e n t e r .  A 
t w o - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  a n d  s t u c c o  T u d o r  R e v i v a l  house  i n d i c a t e s  i n t e r e s t  
i n  p o p u l a r  p e r i o d  r e v i v a l  s.  Some m o d e s t  1 9 2 0 s - 3 0 s  h o u s i n g  e x i s t s  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  on  P i n e d a l e  and S i l v e r  L a k e  r o a d s .  S t a r r e t  
Avenue on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  i s  a  s m a l l  1930s  d e v e l o p m e n t  
t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been p l a n n e d .  T h r e e  t h r e e - s t o r y  s t u c c o e d  
a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  1 9 3 0 s - 4 0 s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
C e n t e r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The Second A d v e n t  c h u r c h  e r e c t e d  a  new f r a m e  
c h u r c h  and  m e e t i n g  c e n t e r  o n  S o u t h  A t h o l  Road c a .  1920.  The 
L i t h u a n i a n  C a t h o l i c  Church ,  a  b r i c k ,  g a b l e  end, Romanesque d e s i g n  
w i t h  s i d e  a i s l e s  a n d  a  c l e r e s t o r y ,  was b u i l t  i n  1921 .  I n  1948,  
t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  C o l o n i a l  R E v i v a l  Temple  I s r a e l  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  

An A r t  Deco h i g h  s c h o o l  was b u i l t  a t  H i g h  and  S c h o o l  S t r e e t s .  The 
Lyman Ward S c h o o l  on M a i n  S t r e e t  was b u i l t  i n  1928.  The M e m o r i a l  
H a l l  i s  a  1 9 2 4  t w o - s t o r y ,  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  on  M a i n  S T r e e t .  

The t h r e e - b a y ,  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  M a s o n i c  Temple  a p p e a r s  t o  
d a t e  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  1910s .  The Morgan M e m o r i a l  camp i n  S o u t h  A t h o l  
a p p e a r s  t o  d a t e  f r o m  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  and  30s .  
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Commerc ia l  : The S a v i n g s  Bank i s  a  "neo -Greek , "  s t o n e  b u i l  d i n g  
( 1 9 2 7 ? ) .  The t w o - s t o r y  Yo rk  B u i l d i n g  on  M a i n  S t r e e t  i s  an A r t  
Deco d e s i g n .  The M a i n  S t r e e t  D i n e r  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  w e s t  end  o f  
t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  b l o c k .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The i n v e n t o r y  c o u l d  b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  
and p u b l i c  l a t e  1 9 t h  a n d  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g s .  

X I I .  SOURCES 
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