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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: O c t o b e r ,  1 9 8 2  COMMUNITY: A s h f  i e l  d  

A s h f i e l d  i s  t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  town (40 .3  s q u a r e  m i l e s )  i n  F r a n k l i n  
Coun ty .  The town i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  Green 
M o u n t a i n s .  These u p l a n d s  a r e  m o d e r a t e  t o  e x t r e m e  i n  t h e i r  s l o p e .  
The m o s t  r u g g e d  h i l l s  o c c u r  i n  n o r t h  c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e a s t e r n  
A s h f i e l  d. E l e v a t i o n s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e a c h  o v e r  1500  f e e t .  A number 
o f  p o i n t s  e x c e e d  1 6 0 0  f e e t .  They i n c l u d e  P e t e r  H i l l  ( 1 8 4 3  f e e t )  
l o c a t e d  w e s t  o f  A s h f i e l d  Pond,  Bug H i l l  ( 1 7 7 4  f e e t )  s o u t h w e s t  o f  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  h i l l  and t h e  a d j o i n i n g  peaks  o f  S e v e n t y - s i x  H i l l  
( 1 7 6 2  f e e t )  a n d  B r i e r  H i l l  ( 1 7 4 5  f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  i n  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  
A s h f i e l d .  The u p l a n d s  a r e  b r o k e n  b y  s e v e r a l  i n t e r v a l e s  a n d  
v a l l e y s ,  m o s t  n o t a b l e  o f  w h i c h  i s  t h e  S o u t h  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  L o c a l  
d r a i n a g e  v a r i e s  f r o m  t h e  m a r s h y  u p l a n d s  o f  s o u t h w e s t e r n  a n d  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  A s h f i e l d  t o  t h e  w e l l  d r a i n e d  h i l l s  o f  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town.  A s h f i e l d  l a c k s  w a t e r w a y s .  W e s t e r n  
A s h f i e l d  i s  d r a i n e d  b y  t h e  B e a r  and  S o u t h  R i v e r s .  B o t h  o f  t h e s e  
w a t e r w a y s  a r e  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r .  The w e s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  t own  i s  d r a i n e d  b y  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r .  A s h f i e l d  Pond and  
two  m i l l  ponds a r e  A s h f i e l d ' s  o n l y  b o d i e s  o f  f r e s h w a t e r .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  a s  H u n t s t o w n  i n  1736  a f t e r  C a p t a i n  E p h r a i m  H u n t  
o f  Weymouth w i  t h  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  a t  D e e r f i e l  d  1  i n e .  P r o p r i e t o r s '  
l o t s  s u r v e y e d  i n  1739  w i t h i n  a p p r o x i m a t e  s i x  m i l e  s q u a r e  l i m i t s  
l a t e r  d e f i n e d  b y  n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  w i t h  No Town ( B u c k l a n d ) ,  
n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  w i t h  T o w n s h i p  Number 7  (Haw1 e y ) ,  w e s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  
w i t h  Townsh ip  Number 5 ( C u m m i n g t o n - P l a i n f i e l  d )  and  s o u t h e r n  1  i n e  
w i t h  C h e s t e r f i e l d  (Goshen)  b y  1762.  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  town  o f  
A s h f i e l d  i n  1765.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h i l l  town on s e c o n d a r y  c o r r i d o r  f r o m  G r e e n f i e l  d  
t o  P i t t s f i e l d .  L o c a t e d  i n  B e r k s h i r e  h i g h l a n d s  w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e  
p o t e n t i a l  s u s p e c t e d  a t  A s h f i e l d  Pond. E a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  d u r i n g  
C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  a t  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  d i s r u p t e d  b y  F r e n c h  and  I n d i a n  
War w i t h  g a r r i s o n  f o r t  s i t e s .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  e s t a b l i s h e d  on 
M i l  1  H i 1  1  b y  m i d - 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p a n s i o n  on 
f e r t i l e  u p l a n d s  a f t e r  Rev01 u t i o n  i n c l  u d i n g  a  few we1 1  p r e s e r v e d  
p e r i o d  f a r m s t e a d s  a l o n g  M u r r a y  Rd. n e a r  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r .  C i v i c  and  
c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  d e v e l o p e d  a t  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r  d u r i n g  e a r l y  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  s u r v i v e d  F e d e r a l  houses  o f  n o t e  and  l a n d m a r k  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  w i t h  open b e l f r y  o n  M a i n  S t r e e t .  U p l a n d  f a r m i n g  
c o n t i n u e d  a s  p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t y  t h r o u g h  m i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  o u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e s  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l  d, S p r u c e  C o r n e r  
and Watson o f  p e r i o d  c o t t a g e s  and a d j a c e n t  b a r n s  i n t a c t .  
I m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  summer e s t a t e s  f r o m  B o s t o n  a f t e r  C i v i l  
War a r o u n d  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r  w i t h  some V i c t o r i a n  s u b u r b a n  h o u s i n g  on 
M a i n  S t r e e t  a x i s .  D a i r y  f a r m i n g  r e m a i n e d  a c t i v e  t h r o u g h  e a r l y  



2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  w i  t h  s e v e r a l  we1 1  - p r e s e r v e d  b a r n s  on up1 and f a r m s .  
C o n t i n u e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a t t r a c t i o n  w i t h  R o u t e  11  6  
a u t o  t o u r i s t  c o r r i d o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  e a r l y  c o n c r e t e  b r i d g e s  a t  S o u t h  
A s h f i e l d  and summer c o t t a g e s  and g a r a g e  a t  A s h f i e l d  Pond. P r e s e n t  
g r o w t h  m o s t  e v i d e n t  a r o u n d  R o u t e  112 -116  j u n c t i o n  a t  A s h f i e l d  
C e n t e r  w i t h  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  u p l a n d  f a r m s t e a d s  b y  s c e n i c  r e s o r t s  
and s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  on s e c l u d e d  r o a d s  t o  Chape l  F a l l s .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500 -1620)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

I n t e r m e d i a t e  h i g h l a n d s  c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  D e e r f i e l  d  R i v e r  and 
C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  S u s p e c t e d  t r a i l s  a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w  e a s t - w e s t  
a x i s  p o s s i b l y  a s  M u r r a y  Rd. a l o n g  B e a r  R i v e r  ( B a p t i s t  C o r n e r )  a n d  
as  A s h f i e l d  Road a l o n g  S o u t h  R i v e r  t o  A s h f i e l d  Pond w i t h  n o r t h e r n  
c o n n e c t o r  a l o n g  S m i t h  Road t o  C l e s s o n  B rook  ( B u c k l a n d ) .  O t h e r  
s u s p e c t e d  t r a i l  s  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  B a s s e t t  Swamp a l o n g  Swi f t  
R i v e r  p o s s i b l y  as  S h a f e r  Road t o  S p r u c e  C o r n e r .  E a s t - W e s t  
c o n n e c t o r  f r o m  A s h f i e l d  Pond t o  S w i f t  R i v e r  r e m a i n s  u n c l e a r  w i t h  
r o u t e  l i k e l y  o v e r  P e t e r  and Bug H i l l .  O t h e r  p o s s i b l e  t r a i l  r o u t e s  
may h a v e  f o l l o w e d  s o u t h  t o  M i l l  R i v e r  ( W i l l i a m s b u r g )  as  West Road 
t o  Chape l  F a l l s .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

T h e r e  w e r e  no  r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i t e s .  A s h f i e l d ' s  h i l l y  
t e r r a i n  and absence  o f  m a j o r  w a t e r  s o u r c e s  s u g g e s t  n a t i v e  
o c c u p a t i o n  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s m a l l  t o  m o d e r a t e  s i z e d  caps .  L o c a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  p r o b a b l y  f o c u s e d  on t h e  p l a t e a u  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
A s h f i e l d  i s  s i t u a t e d  on  and i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  A s h f i e l d  Pond. 
A s s o c i a t e d  s i t e s  may h a v e  been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  R i v e r  
V a l l e y  i n  an a r e a  e x t e n d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  r i v e r ' s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
Emmets Road t o  t h e  Ash f i e 1  d/Conway 1  i n e .  A d d i t i o n a l  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  
s i t e s  were  p r o b a b l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  m o d e r a t e l y  s l o p i n g  u p l a n d s  o f  
w e s t e r n  A s h f i e l d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  o f  S p r u c e  
C o r n e r  and t h o s e  o f  n o r t h e a s t e r n  A s h f i e l d .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

Some n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  may h a v e  been u n d e r t a k e n .  The m o s t  
1  i k e l y  l o c a t i o n s  wou l  d  h a v e  been  t h e  A s h f i e l  d  v i l l a g e  p l a t e a u ,  
t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  S o u t h  R i v e r  V a l l e y  and  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  
f l o o d p l a i n .  N a t i v e  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  p r o b a b l y  o c c u r r e d  
p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  A s h f i e l d  Pond a n d  t h e  S o u t h  R i v e r  
v a l l e y .  S m a l l e r  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  s i t e s  1  i k e l y  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  
a b o u t  t h e  t o w n ' s  marsh1  ands,  a n d  s m a l l  e r  w a t e r w a y s .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

A s h f i e l d  was c a p a b l e  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  a  m o d e r a t e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  
The town  was p r o b a b l y  u t i l i z e d  b y  t h e  Pocumtucks ,  c e n t e r e d  i n  
p r e s e n t  D e e r f i e l d ,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  u p l a n d  f i s h i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g  
t e r r i t o r y .  The g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e x t a n t  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i t e s  
w o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  A s h f i e l d  Pond a n d  t h e  S o u t h  R i v e r  
V a l l e y .  S c a t t e r e d  e v i d e n c e  may o c c u r  i n  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  and B e a r  
R i v e r  Va l  1  e y s .  
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V. PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1675)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  r e m a i n e d  a s  s e c o n d a r y  r o u t e s  f r o m  C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l  l e y  
t o  D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r  w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  A s h f i e l d  Pond a l o n g  S o u t h  
R i v e r  V a l l e y  ( R o u t e  1 1 6  a x i s )  a n d  B e a r  R i v e r  ( B a p t i s t  C o r n e r ) .  

S m a l l  t o  m o d e r a t e  s i z e d  n a t i v e  b a n d s  f r o m  r i v e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  
p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o c c u p y  t h i s  a r e a  s e a s o n a l l y .  A s h f i e l  d  had  
no  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  were  m o s t  l i k e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
s u g g e s t e d  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d .  

D. Economic  Base: 

The n a t i v e s  p r o b a b l y  p u r s u e d  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  much l i k e  t h o s e  
o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p e r i o d .  The d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  A n g l o - I n d i a n  f u r  
t r a d e  i n  t h e  M i  d d l  e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l  1  e y  p r o b a b l y  e n c o u r a g e d  
i n c r e a s e d  n a t i v e  t r a p p i n g  and h u n t i n g  o f  v u l n e r a b l e  f u r b e a r i n g  
a n i m a l s .  

E. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

A s h f i e l d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d  s o l e l y  a s  a  n a t i v e  r e s o u r c e  
a r e a .  Co l  o n i a l  o c c u p a t i o n  and  u t i l  i z a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s  was 
d i s c o u r a g e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  h i g h e r  qua1 i t y  l a n d  
i n  t h e  M i d d l e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  and  t h e  w e s t e r n  u p l a n d ' s  
e x p o s u r e  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1  775 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

S u r v e y  o f  H u n t s t o w n  d i v i s i o n  ( 1 7 3 6 )  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  
l o c a l  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  w i t h  p r i m a r y  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  t o  
B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  s e t t l e m e n t  a s  M a t h e w ' s  Road ( 1  7 5 4 )  f r o m  D e e r f i e l  d  
(Howe, 1912,  p .75 ) .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  H u n t s t o w n  m e e t i n g h o u s e  on 
M i l l  H i l l  ( 1 7 6 7 )  c r e a t e d  r a d i a l  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  f r o m  A s h f i e l d  Pond 
a l o n g  a x i s  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  Bug H i l l  Road t o  Watson, O l d  
Paddy H i l l  Road, S p r u c e  C o r n e r  Road and Cape S t r e e t  t o  Goshen 
( 1 7 6 6 ) .  L o c a l  c o n n e c t o r s  i n c l u d e d  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  Road and M u r r a y  
Road t o  M a i n  S t r e e t  a x i s  ( R o u t e  1 1 6 )  a n d  Watson -Spruce  C o r n e r  Road 
t o  Goshen. 

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  if A s h f i e l d  h a d  a  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  The f i r s t  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  l i s t e d  
A s h f i e l d  as  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  1 0 - 1 5  f a m i l i e s  and a l m o s t  1 0 0  
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i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1754.  The s e t t l e m e n t  h a d  g rown  t o  1 9  f a m i l i e s  i n  
c.  1761.  The g r e a t e s t  p e r i o d  g r o w t h  t o o k  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  1761 a n d  
1776.  L o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  j umped  t o  628  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  an  o v e r  600 
p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e .  A  1  a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  A s h f i e l  d ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  
w e r e  n a t i v e s  o f  D u b l i n ,  I r e l a n d .  Many h a d  been  f o r m e r  r e s i d e n t s  
o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  t o w n s  such  as  D e e r f i e l d ,  H a t f i e l d  a n d  S o u t h  
H a d l e y  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  E a s t o n  and t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  
C o n n e c t i c u t .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was g e n e r a l l y  d i s p e r s e d .  P e r i o d  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  
p r i m a r i l y  i n d i g e n t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  who l e a s e d  o r  p u r c h a s e d  l o t s  f r o m  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  1 7 3 5  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e i r  h e i r s .  None o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  owners  o c c u p i e d  t h e i r  l o t s .  Be tween  1741 and 1745 ,  
R i c h a r d  E l l i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  home i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  A s h f i e l d  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  o f  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r .  E l l i s  was soon f o l l o w e d  b y  
t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  f a m i l i e s  who a l s o  e r e c t e d  homes i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
a r e a .  By c  .1754,  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s c a t t e r e d  
homes s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e s  o f  B a p t i s t  
C o r n e r  and  B e l d i n g v i l l e  a r e a s .  P r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  was 
p r o v i d e d  b y  t w o  p a l l  i s a d e d  g a r r i s o n  h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  c .1757 
s l i g h t l y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  J o h n  March  and B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  
Roads and  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 0  f e e t  s o u t h  o f  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  However ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  
t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d  I n d i a n  Wars i n  
t h e  e a r l y  1 7 6 0 ' s .  By c .1761 ,  a  s m a l l  B a p t i s t  c o m m u n i t y  h a d  
d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  o f  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r .  L o c a l  r e s i d e n t  
o r g a n i z e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  c h u r c h  ( B a p t i s t )  i n  1761.  A second  
node had  d e v e l o p e d  o n  t h e  A s h f i e l d  v i l l a g e  p l a t e a u  b y  t h e  l a t e  
1 7 6 0 ' s .  T h i s  a r e a  was t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
C h u r c h ,  b u i l t  i n  1766.  The c h u r c h  was moved f r o m  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
l o c a t i o n  n o r t h e a s t  o f  M i l l  H i l l  t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  
t h i s  h i l l  i n  c .  1767 .  The l a t e  1 7 6 0 ' s  a l s o  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  h o m e l o t s  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  A s h f i e l  d. 

D. Economic  Base:  

A g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r s u i t  o f  A s h f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s .  L o c a l  
up1  ands  w e r e  b e s t  s u i t e d  f o r  1  i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g .  E x t e n s i v e  
c o m m e r c i a l  c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  c o r n  and  o a t s .  
S e v e r a l  s c a t t e r e d  m i l l  o p e r a t e d  i n  A s h f i e l  d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
P e r i o d ;  t h e  f i r s t  was a  g r i s t  m i l l  b u i l t  i n  c .  1 7 4 3  on  t h e  S o u t h  
R i v e r  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b a s e  o f  M i l l  H i l l .  T h i s  m i l l  was f o l l o w e d  
b y  a  s a w m i l l  a n d  a  g r i s t m i l l  e r e c t e d  on  B e a r  R i v e r  n o r t h e a s t  o f  
B e l d i n g v i l l e  i n  c .  1 7 5 3  a n d  1 7 6 2 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  O p e r a t i o n  o f  a  
s e c o n d  s a w m i l l  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  a d j a c e n t  t o  i t s  j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  S p r u c e  C o r n e r  Road was begun  i n  c .  1 7 6 9  b y  D a n i e l  W i l l i a m s .  
A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t a v e r n s  s e r v e d  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  and  t r a v e l 1  e r s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The f i r s t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  J o s e p h  M i t c h e l l  
i n  c .  1 7 6 9  b y  D a n i e l  W i l l i a m s .  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t a v e r n s  s e r v e d  
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  and  t r a v e l l e r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The f i r s t  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  J o s e p h  M i t c h e l l  i n  c.  1 7 6 3  a n d  l o c a t e d  i n  
B e l d i n g v i l l e .  A s e c o n d  t a v e r n  was opened  i n  c .  1 7 6 7  on  t h e  s i t e  
o f  t h e  Moses Cook House.  The t h i r d  o p e r a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
T i m o t h y  P e r k i n s  p r i o r  t o  1 7 7 3  and  was s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
A s h f i e l d .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

A l t h o u g h  a  number o f  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  known t o  h a v e  been b u i l t  b e f o r e  
1775,  o n l y  one has  s u r v i v e d .  The number o f  s t r u c t u r e s  known t o  
h a v e  been b u i l t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  commun i t y  was r e l a t i v e l y  a c t i v e  
and s t r o n g  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  decade o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1766,  t h r e e  
t a v e r n s - - t h e  J o s e p h  M i t c h e l l  T a v e r n  ( 1 7 6 3 )  and two  o t h e r s - o p e r a t e d  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  T h r e e  s c h o o l h o u s e s  were  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1722.  
I n  1761,  two  y e a r s  b e f o r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
Church ,  a  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  was fo rmed .  Houses o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  
presumed t o  h a v e  been s m a l l  one o r  t w o  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s  e i t h e r  
w i t h  c e n t e r  ch imney  p l a n s  o r  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  h a l f  houses ,  w i t h  end 
c h i m n e y s .  The o n l y  known s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  
Ebenezer  Be1 d i  n g  C o t t a g e  ( c a .  17601,  a  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  a  g a m b r e l  r o o f ;  t h e  gambre l  may p o s s i b l y  d a t e  f r o m  a  l a t e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  S t i c k  s t y l e  r e m o d e l 1  i n g  w h i c h  added i n c i s e d  c o r n i c e  
b o a r d s  and d o r m e r s .  O t h e r  e a r l y  s t r u c t u r e s  w o u l d  be  m o s t  l i k e l y  
t o  s u r v i v e  a t  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  and B e l d i n g v i l l e  on P h i l l i p s  and  
Be1 1  u s  Roads. 

F. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

A s h f i e l d  u n d e r w e n t  some o f  t h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  p o s t  F r e n c h  and  
I n d i a n  War g r o w t h  o f  any  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  
u n i t  w e s t e r n  u p l a n d  s e t t l e m e n t s .  The commun i t y  had  one  o f  t h e  
l a r g e s t  numbers  o f  m i l l  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h i s  s u b - r e g i o n  o f  t h e  
s t u d y  u n i t .  A s h f i e l d ' s  B a p t i s t  Church  was one o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  u n i t .  The l a c k  o f  any 
o t h e r  o r g a n i z e d  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  i n  a d j o i n i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  such  as  
Conway and B u c k l a n d  s u g g e s t s  t h e  A s h f i e l d  c h u r c h  s e r v e d  B a p t i s t s  
s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e s e  town .  F u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l  d  e x a m i n e  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t o w n ' s  B a p t i s t s  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  
S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s .  E x i s t i n g  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  v i r t u a l l y  
i g n o r e  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  commun i t y .  The c o n t i n u e d  r u r a l  n a t u r e  
o f  A s h f i e l d  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t .  

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775 -1830)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  t h r o u g h  A s h f i e l d  e n t e r  as  M a i n  
S t r e e t  f r o m  Conway ( R o u t e  1 1 6 )  and e x t e n s i o n  w e s t  a s  Hawley  Road 
( 1 8 2 6 :  Howe, 1912,  p .  1 1 0 ) .  L o c a l  c o n n e c t o r s  m a i n t a i n e d  f r o m  
B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  t o  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r  and t o  S p r u c e  C o r n e r  and Watson. 

A s h f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rew b y  132.3% b e t w e e n  1776 a n d  1790,  
s h a r i n g  w i t h  Conway an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  g r o w t h  r a t e  i n  t h i s  e a r l y  
p e r i o d .  O n l y  C o l r a i n  h a d  a  g r e a t e r  r a t e  o f  g r o w t h .  The t o w n ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  peaked  i n  1 8 1 0  a t  1,809, b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h a t  y e a r  a  
g r a d u a l  d e c l i n e  w h i c h  l a s t e d  f o r  1 2 0  y e a r s .  The t o w n ' s  r a t e  o f  
g r o w t h  1790-1830  t h e r e f o r e ,  18.7 %, was a b o u t  a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  h i l l  
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t owns  o f  H a m p s h i r e  C o u n t y ,  1  i k e  C h e s t e r f i e l d  (19 .6%)  o r  
M i d d l e f i e l d  (18 .4%) .  I n  1 8 3 0  A s h f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  1,732. 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  r e m a i n e d  on  M i l l  H i l l  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  a r o u n d  G r e a t  Pond m i l l  s i t e  on M a i n  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 1 6 )  
a n d  Sanderson  Academy on  N o r t h  H i l l  ( 1 8 1 6 )  a t  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r .  
Secondary  c i v i c  f o c u s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  w i t h  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o u t l y i n g  f a r m  v i l l a g e s  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r .  
Secondary  c i v i c  f o c u s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  w i t h  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o u t l y i n g  f a r m  v i l l a g e s  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  on 
Creamery  B r o o k ,  S p r u c e  C o r n e r  on  S w i f t  R i v e r  and Watson on t h e  
C o u n t r y  Road. U p l a n d  f a r m i n g  expanded  t o  l i m i t s  o f  h i g h l a n d  
a g r i c u l t u r e  w i t h  a x i s  b e t w e e n  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  and A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r .  

Economic  Base:  

P r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  economy w i t h  s m a l l  saw and  g r i s t  
m i l l s .  S m a l l  one-man t a n n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a l s o  e s t a b l  i s h e d  f o r  
l o c a l  needs.  The l a r g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  r e c o r d e d  i n  1832  was Thomas 
W h i t e ' s  a x e  and  hoe  shop.  P r o b a b l y  b y  t h e  l a t e  1 8 2 0 ' s  s m a l l  
w o o d w o r k i n g  shops  w e r e  p r o d u c i n g  b room h a n d l e s  f o r  H a d l e y ,  
H a t f i e l d ,  and o t h e r  r i v e r  t o w n s .  J o s e p h  G r i s w o l d  i s  s a i d  t o  have  
i n t r o d u c e d  h e r e  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  sash ,  d o o r s ,  a n d  b l i n d s  b y  
m a c h i n e r y ,  A b o u t  a g e  20 h e  made a  t r i p  t o  D e t r o i t  where  
w o o d w o r k i n g  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  h a d  been e s t a b l i s h e d .  So 
f a s c i n a t e d  was he t h a t  o n  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h e  s t a r t e d  a  
s m a l l  p l a n t  i n  A s h f i e l d .  G r i s w o l d  s t a y e d  o n l y  a  s h o r t  t i m e  i n  
A s h f i e l d ,  however ,  b e f o r e  m o v i n g  t o  Buck1 and,  and f i n a l l y  t o  w h a t  
became G r i s w o l d v i l l e  i n  C o l r a i n  i n  1828.  

A g r i c u l t u r a l l y  t h e  s o i l  made good g r a z i n g  l a n d  w i t h  some l a r g e  
d a i r i e s  and f i n e  f l o c k s  o f  sheep r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  I n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  a r e a s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  became 
w e l l  d e f i n e d  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d ,  A s h f i e l d ,  S p r u c e  C o r n e r ,  Watson 
and  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r .  I n  t h o s e  a r e a s ,  a n d  a l s o  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  
m a j o r  r o a d s  ( M a i n  and  Cape s t r e e t s ,  Hawley ,  B u c k l a n d  and B a p t i s t  
C o r n e r  Roads ) ,  a  number o f  t w o - s t o r y  h o u s e s  o f  v a r y i n g  e l a b o r a t i o n  
w e r e  b u i l t .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  two  dozen o f  t h e s e  s u r v i v e .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e ,  some t w o  dozen c o t t a g e s  were  a l s o  o b s e r v e d .  
The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  houses  a r e  end  o f  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  ch imney ,  
c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  s  peak o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f t e r  1800.  Among t h e  m o s t  o r n a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  c e n t e r  
h a l l  F e d e r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f t e r  1800.  Among t h e  m o s t  o r n a t e l y  
d e t a i l e d  c e n t e r  h a l l  F e d e r a l  houses  a r e  s e v e r a l  h o u s e s  on M a i n  
S t r e e t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  w h i c h  i n c o r p o r a t e d  s e c o n d - s t o r y  
P a l l a d i a n  w indows and  w i d e  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d s  w i t h  d o u b l e  
p i 1  a s t e r s  f l a n k i n g  s i d e 1  i g h t s  and s u p p o r t i n g  a  s t r a i g h t  
e n t a b l a t u r e .  Frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r e d o m i n a t e d  b u t  t own  end ch imney  
b r i c k  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  o b s e r v e d ,  one on M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  
S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  and t h e  o t h e r  a t  S p r u c e  C o r n e r .  P r o b a b l y  among t h e  
e a r l i e s t  houses  s u r v i v i n g  i n  t h e  town a r e  s e v e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  on 
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S p r u c e  C o r n e r  Road, j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  town  c e n t e r .  These  a r e  a  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  c o t t a g e  a n d  a  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  house  w i t h  G e o r g i a n  
d e t a i l s  i n c l  u d i n g  p e d i m e n t s .  One o t h e r  house  w i t h  G e o r g i a n  
d e t a i l s ,  a  c e n t e r  h a l l  s t r u c t u r e ,  was o b s e r v e d  on M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  
S o u t h  A s h f i e l  d.  W h i l e  c e n t e r  ch imney  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l  t i n  some 
numbers  w i t h  examp les  n o t e d  a l o n g  B u c k l a n d ,  W i l l  i a m s b u r y ,  Sp ruce  
and B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  Roads and M a i n  S t r e e t ,  b y  t h e  end  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  e n d  ch imney  p l a n  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s  and f i v e - b a y  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e s  p r e d o m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  town .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h e  p e r i o d ' s  e x t a n t  c o t t a g e s  a r e  o f  t h i s  p l a n ,  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  
r e m a i n e d  c u r r e n t  f rom c a .  1820  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .  Houses f o r  
w h i c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e s  a r e  known i n c l u d e  t h e  E p h r a i m  W i l l  i a m s  
House ( 1 8 0 0 )  and t h e  Enos S m i t h  House ( 1 8 0 0 ) .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Two b u i l  d i n g s  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
l e s s e r  s t r u c t u r e s .  The p r e s e n t  Town H a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  as  t h e  
t o w n ' s  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1812.  The b u i l d i n g  i s  a  
we1 1  - d e v e l o p e d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  m e e t i n g h o u s e  f o r m ,  w i t h  a  
s h a l l o w  t w o - s t o r y  p o r c h  w i  t h  t r i p l e  e n t r a n c e s  f r o n t i n g  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  two-and-a -ha1  f s t o r y  a u d i t o r i u m .  O f  o u t s t a n d i n g  qua1 i t y  
i s  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  s t e e p l e ,  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  base  s u p p o r t i n g  open and 
c l o s e d  o c t a g o n a l  s t a g e s  s u r m o u n t e d  b y  a  b e l l  c a s t  dome. The 
c h u r c h  was t h e  l a s t  wo rk  o f  B u c k l a n d  b u i l d e r ,  C o l o n e l  J o h n  Ames. 
A l s o  o f  n o t e  i s  S a i n t  J o h n ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  b u i l t  i n  1829.  A 
t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  b e l f r y  w i t h  
p i n n a c l e s ,  t h e  c h u r c h  f e a t u r e s  t h e  G o t h i c  p o i n t e d  a r c h e d  w indows 
w h i c h  t y p i f i e d  e a r l y  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h e s .  The p a r i s h ,  f o u n d e d  i n  
1820,  i s  one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  E p i s c o p a l  p a r i s h e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  O t h e r  
b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  S a n d e r s o n  Academy ( 1 8 1 6 )  a  p o r t i o n  
o f  w h i c h  s u r v i v e s  i n  a  house  on M a i n  S t r e e t ,  a n d  a  b r i c k  
s c h o o l h o u s e  ( 1 8 0 0 )  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d ,  c o m p l e t e l y  r o u n d  i n  p l a n ,  
w h i c h  s u r v i v e d  as  p a r t  o f  t h e  F r e d e r i c k  H i l l m a n  House, a t  l e a s t  
u n t i l  1965. A s e c o n d  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  was f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 1 4  and a  
1  i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1815.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  A t  l e a s t  f o u r  t a v e r n s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  o f  
w h i c h  one was t h e  F i e l d  T a v e r n  ( 1 7 9 2 ) .  

V I I  I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  830-1  8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

L o c a l  a x i s  t o  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r  r e m a i n e d  a s  M a i n  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 1 6 )  
f r o m  Conway w i t h  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o n n e c t o r s  t o  B u c k l a n d  and Goshen. 
A t t e m p t e d  n o r t h - s o u t h  r a i l r o a d  r o u t e  p r o p o s e d  f r o m  Cummington 
( 1 8 6 7 )  t o  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r  and B u c k l a n d  n e v e r  r e a l i z e d  (Howe, 1912,  
p. 1 3 5 ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

L i k e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t o w n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  A s h f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l  i n e .  Between 1 8 3 0  a n d  1 8 7 0  t h e  t o w n  l o s t  n e a r l y  
a  t h i r d  o f  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l o s s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  
s i n g l e  decade 1840-1850.  
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I n  1885 A s h f i e l d  had  1 5  f o r e i g n  b o r n  r e s i d e n t s  (1.1 %, a  
n e g l i g i b l e  a m o u n t )  b u t  more  t h a n  many o f  t h e  h i l l  t owns .  O f  t h e  
f i f t e e n  i m m i g r a n t s ,  e l  even  were  f r o m  I r e l a n d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

A s h f i e l  d  C e n t e r  c o n t i n u e d  a s  p r i m a r y  c o m m e r c i a l  and  c i v i c  f o c u s  
w i t h  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  m e e t i n g h o u s e  f rom M i l l  H i l l  t o  M a i n  S t r e e t  
( 1 8 5 6 ) .  S e c o n d a r y  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  
w i  t h  o u t l y i n g  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  v i l l a g e s  a t  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  (NE) ,  S p r u c e  
C o r n e r  (SE)  a n d  Watson (NW). F a r m i n g  r e m a i n e d  p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t y  o f  
u p l a n d s  b e t w e e n  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  and town  c e n t e r  w i t h  h i g h l a n d  
d i s t r i c t s  a t  Watson and B a p t i s t  C o r n e r .  G r a d u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
summer r e s o r t  a f t e r  C i v i l  War w i t h  N o r t o n  e s t a t e  ( 1 8 6 7 )  on N o r t h  
H i 1  1  above  town c e n t e r .  

Economi c  Base:  

Economy r e m a i n e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  t h o u g h  w i t h  an 
e x p a n d i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  s m a l l  w o o d w o r k i n g  shops.  By 1855,  t h e r e  
w e r e  1 4  s a w m i l l s  p l u s  s m a l l  shops  f o r  m a k i n g  b room h a n d l e s ,  
p l a n e s ,  wooden f a u c e t s ,  s u r g i c a l  s p l i n t s ,  and  " y a n k e e  n o t i o n s "  
( m i n c i n g  k n i v e s ,  p i l l  b o x e s ,  e t c . ) .  O t h e r  s m a l l  shops  i n c l u d e d  a  
p o t t e r y  ( H a s t i n g  and Be1 d i n g ) ,  e m p l o y i n g  f o u r  p e r s o n s ,  and w h i c h  
w i t h  a  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  o f  $4950,  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  v a l u e  o f  
any  i n d u s t r y  i n  1855.  L a r g e  numbers  o f  h o u s e w i v e s  t h a t  y e a r  
w o r k e d  i n  t h e  home i n d u s t r y  o f  s h i r t s  and c o l l a r s ,  w o r k  p u t  o u t  b y  
S e l d e n  & P e r k i n s ,  Behement  and Be1 d i n g  t o  38  women. ( t e n  y e a r s  
e a r l i e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  h a d  r e p o r t e d  a  p r o d u c t  w o r t h  $1 2,000)--much 
t h e  l a r g e s t  r e p o r t e d  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  o f  any p r o d u c t s  v a l u e  o f  any  
i n d u s t r y  i n  t own . )  S i x t y  women made p a l m - l e a f  h a t s  a t  home. 

B u t  i t  was i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  A s h f i e l d  e x c e l l e d  i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  F o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  A s h f i e l d  was t h e  l e a d i n g  woo l  
p r o d u c i n g  town i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  The t a r i f f  o f  1828  h a d  b r o u g h t  
a b o u t  a  t remendous  demand f o r  f i n e  w o o l ,  o n l y  a  t h i r d  o f  w h i c h  
c o u l d  b e  s u p p l i e d  b y  e x i s t i n g  f l o c k s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  A c r a z e  
d e v e l o p e d  f o r  r a i s i n g  t h e  Saxony and  M e r i n o  B reeds  o f  sheep.  
A l t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  t h e  towns  i n  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y  r e p o r t e d  s m a l l  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  M e r i n o  woo l  i n  t h e  1830s ,  A s h f i e l d  r e p o r t e d  a  t o t a l  
c l i p  o f  M e r i n o  woo l  i ( i n  1 8 3 6 )  o f  24,063 p o u n d s - - 2 3  % o f  t h e  
e n t i r e  c o u n t y  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  y e a r  and t w i c e  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  h e r  
n e a r e s t  c o m p e t i t o r ,  Co l  r a i n .  T h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 4 0 ' s  t h e  woo l  
g r o w i n g  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o s p e r .  I n  1845,  t h e  town M e r i n o  
c l i p ,  t h o u g h  down n u m e r i c a l l y ,  now r e p r e s e n t e d  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  
c o u n t y  t o t a l .  A f t e r  1846,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  as 
a  w h o l e  d e c l i n e d .  The t a r i f f  o f  t h a t  y e a r  r e d u c e d  t h e  d u t y  on 
i m p o r t e d  w o o l e n s ,  a n d  new f a n c y  w o r s t e d s  f r o m  E n g l a n d  began  t o  
r e p l a c e  b o a r d c l o t h s  i n  p o p u l a r i t y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  A s h f i e l  d  woo l  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  c o u n t y  p r o d u c t i o n .  As l a t e  as  1865,  t h e  
t o w n  r e p o r t e d  17,445 pounds.  

A s h f i e l d ,  l i k e  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  h i l l  t owns ,  was a l s o  a  m a j o r  
p r o d u c e r  o f  b u t t e r  and cheese .  I n  1855,  w i t h  80,150 pounds o f  
b u t t e r ,  i t  was t h e  l e a d i n g  b u t t e r  p r o d u c e r  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  f o l l o w e d  
b y  B u c k l a n d  and D e e r f i e l d .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  seems t o  have  
c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  e a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  t o  
j u d g e  b y  t h e  number o f  Greek R e v i v a l  houses  and c o t t a g e s  e x t a n t  i n  
t h e  town.  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  a r e  f a i r l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  w i t h  end  a n d  
d o u b l e  ch imney ,  c e n t e r  ha1 1  p l  an t y p e s  p r e d o m i n a t i n g .  The number 
o f  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  h o u s e s  and c o t t a g e s  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l .  F i v e  
b a y  f a c a d e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s  a r e  m o s t  common. A f e w  houses  
w i t h  d o u b l e  f a c a d e  g a b l e s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  i n c l u d i n g  a  M a i n  S t r e e t  
h o u s e  w i t h  t w o  s t o r y  p r o j e c t i n g  g a b l e d  were  o b s e r v e d  i n c l u d i n g  a  
M a i n  S t r e e t  house  w i t h  t w o  s t o r y  p r o j e c t i n g  g a b l e d  b a y s  on t h e  
f a c e d  ( t h i s  h o u s e  i s  s a i d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  1816  
S a n d e r s o n  Academy). Greek  R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s  and h o u s e s  w e r e  
o b s e r v e d  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d ,  Watson and S p r u c e  
C o r n e r  a s  w e l l  as  o n  Hawley ,  B e a r  Swamp and Watson C o r n e r  Roads. 
N o t a b l e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  end  c h i m n e y  E l i a s  G r a y  c o t t a g e  ( c .  
1 8 3 0 ) ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  o n l y  s t o n e  house .  C o m p a r a t i v e l y  f e w  h o u s e s  
p o s t - d a t i n g  1 8 5 0  were  o b s e r v e d ;  o f  t h o s e  n o t e d ,  m o s t  e m p l o y e d  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f i v e  bay  p l a n s  o r  s i d e h a l l  p l a n s  w i t h  e l l s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : M a j o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
i n c l u d e  t h e  p r e s e n t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 5 6 )  and  t h e  Sanderson  
Academy ( 1 8 5 3 - 1 9 3 8 ) .  The c h u r c h  i s  w e l l  - d e t a i l e d  two-and-a -ha1  f 
s t o r y  Greek  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  D o r i c  p o r t i c o  i n  a n t i x  and  a  
t h r e e  s t a g e  s t e e p 1  e  i n c l  u d i  n g  an  o c t a g o n a l  be1 f r y .  S i n c e  1856,  
t h e  t o w n ' s  181 2 m e e t i n g h o u s e  h a s  been used  as  t h e  t o w n  ha1 1. As 
i t  now s t a n d s ,  t h e  Sanderson  Academy e x h i b i t s  u t i l  i t a r i a n  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  e l e m e n t s  a p p a r e n t l y  d a t i n g  f r o m  a  r e b u i l d i n g  a f t e r  a  1938 
f i r e .  As c o n s t r u c t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was a  h i p  r o o f e d  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  f i v e  bay  f a c a d e  and t h r e e  bay  f r o n t i s p i e c e  w i t h  
p e d i m e n t ,  q u o i n s  and a  r e c e s s e d  p o r c h .  O t h e r  l e s s e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  a  o n e - s t o r y  s i d e  e n t e r e d  s c h o o l  a t  Watson and a  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  Greek R e v i v a l  s c h o o l  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d .  The 
p r e s e n t  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1867.  M e t h o d i s t  a n d  
U n i v e r s a l  i s t  S o c i e t i e s  o f  1 8 3 0  and  1831 were  s h o r t 1  i v e d .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  S e v e r a l  s t o r e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  a t  t h e  t o w n  
c e n t e r  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C r a f t s  S t o r e  (18351 ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  Greek 
R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  l a t e r  
c l i p p e d  g a b l e  r o o f ;  b o t h  s t o r e s  e x h i b i t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e  c o m m e r c i a l  p l a n .  A l s o  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  an  I t a l  i a n a t e  
s t o r e  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  a n d  t h e  C r o s s  T a v e r n  ( 1 8 3 0 ) ,  r e m o d e l l e d  i n  
1889  and  a g a i n  i n  1943,  b u t  s t i l l  e x h i b i t i n g  some a s p e c t s  o f  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  t e n - b a y - l o n g  f a c a d e .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e :  

A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r  r e m a i n e d  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  
w i  t h  e a s t - w e s t  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  Conway f r o m  A s h f i e l  d  C e n t e r  ( R o u t e  
116 a x i s .  No r a i l r o a d s  o r  t r o l l e y  l i n e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  a r e a .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

A s h f i e l  d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  f l  u c t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  1180  a n d  955, 
o c c a s s i o n a l l y  g a i n i n g  s m a l l  numbers  o f  new r e s i d e n t s .  By 1915,  
t h e  town had l o s t  o n l y  1 8 6  p e o p l e - - 1 5  p e r c e n t  o f  i t s  1870  
p o p u l a t i o n .  A s h f i e l d ' s  f o r e i g n  b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  t o  7.7% b y  
1905 ;  t h o u g h  t h i s  was made u p  o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  
I r e l a n d ,  w i t h  14 ,  p r e d o m i n a t i n g .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r  r e m a i n e d  t h e  f o c u s  o f  c i v i c  a n d  c o m m e r i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 1 6 )  t o  
A s h f i e l d  Pond and  summer e s t a t e s  on N o r t h  H i l l .  S e c o n d a r y  
v i l l a g e s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  and S p r u c e  C o r n e r  w i t h  
o u t l y i n g  f a r m  h a m l e t s  a t  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  and Watson. D a i r y  f a r m i n g  
r e m a i n e d  as  p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t y  on u p l a n d s  f r o m  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  t o  
t o w n  c e n t e r .  

D. Economic Base:  

By t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  much o f  A s h f i e l d ' s  l i m i t e d  w o o d w o r k i n g  d i v e r s i t y  was 
a l r e a d y  d e c l i n i n g .  I n  1 8 7 5  t h e  t o w n  r a n k e d  22nd  among t h e  26 
towns  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  i t s  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  y e a r .  I n  1878,  a  f l o o d  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  
b r e a k i n g  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Pond Dam s w e p t  t h r o u g h  A s h f i e l d  P l a i n s  and 
S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  c a u s i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e s t r u c t i o n .  I t  was r e p o r t e d  
a  " s t a g g e r i n g  b l o w  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  economy" ( A s h f i e l d  
B i c e n t e n n i a l  ) ,  t h o u g h  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  many o f  t h e  shops  were  
a l r e a d y  on t h e  wane. I n  t h e  l a s t  decade o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t w o  shops 
w e r e  begun  w h i c h  i n  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  p e r i o d  w o u l d  become m a j o r  
f i x t u r e s  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  economy: i n  1892  George T h a y e r  
began  a  shop m a k i n g  a p p l e  b a r r e l s  ( l a t e r  wooden h a n d l e s ) ,  a n d  
e i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r  T h a y e r  & Harmon began m a k i n g  h a n d l e s  a t  a n o t h e r  
shop.  

D a i r y  p r o d u c t s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  m a j o r  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  
economy. I n  1 8 8 0  t h e  t o w n  r e p o r t e d  121 ,494 pounds o f  b u t t e r ,  
p l a c i n g  i t  t h i r d  among t h e  c o u n t y  towns  i n  b u t t e r  p r o d u c t i o n .  The 
A s h f i e l d  C o - o p e r a t i v e  Creamery  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  y e a r  had  i t s  peak 
i n  1912  when i t  p r o d u c e  797,000 I b s  o f  b u t t e r .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : V e r y  1  i ttl e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  
e x c e p t  a t  t h e  town  c e n t e r ,  where  s e v e r a l  summer h o u s e s  a n d  a  f e w  
o t h e r  houses  w e r e  b u i l  t. R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o u t l y i n g  t h e  
town  c e n t e r  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i s t s  o f  m o d e s t  and c o n s e r v a t i v e  c o t t a g e s  
w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s  and  s i d e  o r  c e n t e r  e n t e r e d  f o u r  o r  f i v e  b a y  w i d e  
f r o n t s .  Houses a t  t h e  town  c e n t e r  i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  Queen Anne, 
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  a n d  S t i c k  S t y 1  e  s t r u c t u r e ,  e i t h e r  w i t h  s i d e h a l l  
o r  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e s  and e l a b o r a t e  o n e - s t o r y  p o r c h e s ,  t o w e r s  
o r  p o l y g o n a l  b a y s .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  on M a i n  S t r e e t .  
S m a l l e r  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Queen Anne c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  on B u c k l a n d  
Road a t  A s h f i e l d  Lake.  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d  i s  t h e  B e l d i n g  L i b r a r y  o f  1913 -1914 ,  d e s i g n e d  b y  Samuel M. 
Green o f  S p r i n g f i e l d .  I t  i s  a  g r a n i t e  n e o c l a s s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
a  h i p p e d  r o o f .  A l s o  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  W i l l i a m  T u r n b u l l  
L i b r a r y  ( 1 9 0 4 )  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d ,  a  s m a l l  h i p  r o o f  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e .  O f  t h e  f o u r t e e n  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a c t i v e  i n  
1879 ,  o n l y  9 r e m a i n e d  o p e r a t i o n a l  i n  1910.  I n  1886,  t h e  1 8 2 8  
B a p t i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  f r o m  B u c k l a n d  was moved t o  A s h f i e l d  a n d  u s e d  
b y  t h e  B a p t i s t s  o f  A s h f i e l d  u n t i l  1914,  when i t  was p u r c h a s e d  f o r  
a  Grange H a l  1 .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  91 5 - 1 9 4 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  l o c a l  h i g h w a y s  as  a u t o  r o a d s  w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  
e a s t - w e s t  R o u t e  1 1 6  f r o m  Conway t o  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o r i g i n a l  e a r l y  c o n c r e t e  b r i d g e s  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  ( 1 9 1 6 ) .  
C o n n e c t i n g  n o r t h - s o u t h  R o u t e  1 1 2  f rom W i l l  i a m s b u r g  t o  S h e l b u r n e  
F a l l s  l o c a t e d  t h r o u g h  S p r u c e  C o r n e r  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r  and  n o r t h  as  
A s h f i e l d  Pond Road t o  B u c k l a n d .  

The t o w n ' s  r e c o r d e d  a  n e t  l o s s  o f  1 2 2  r e s i d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
t h o u g h  s m a l l  g a i n s  w e r e  made i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 ' s  a n d  3 0 ' s .  The t o w n  
r e a c h e d  i t  n a d i r  i n  1 9 3 0  w i t h  1 8 6 0  p e o p l e .  By 1940 ,  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  872.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  and  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  r e m a i n e d  a t  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r  w i t h  
t h e  f o c u s  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  a x i s  ( R o u t e  1 1 6 ) .  Summer e s t a t e s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d  on  s c e n i c  h i l l s  above  t o w n  c e n t e r  w i t h  
c o t t a g e s  a r o u n d  A s h f i e l  d  Pond. S e c o n d a r y  v i l  l a g e s  r e m a i n e d  a l o n g  
R o u t e  1 1 6  a t  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d  a n d  S p r u c e  C o r n e r  w i t h  f a r m i n g  h a m l e t s  
a t  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r  and  Watson.  

D. Economic  Base:  

The wooden p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  h a d  an  u n u s u a l  l o n g e v i t y  i n  
A s h f i e l d .  B o t h  m i l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1892 -1900  w e r e  
t a k e n  o v e r  b y  o u t s i d e  h a r d w a r e  c o n c e r n s  i n  1915 -17 ,  w h i c h  as 
s u p p l i e r s  o f  h a r d w a r e  h a n d l e s  t o  S t a n l e y  R u l e  a n d  L e v e l  Co., a n d  
w i t h  t h e  Mayhew S t e e l  P r o d u c t s  Co., o f  S h e l b u r n e  F a l l s ,  p r o s p e r e d  
f o r  much o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

A s h f i e l d ' s  c r e a m e r y  c l o s e d  i n  1927.  H.P.Hood & Sons h a d  opened  a  
m i l k  s t a t i o n  a t  S h e l b u r n e  F a l l s  a b o u t  1918 ,  and f a r m e r s  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  f o u n d  i t  m o r e  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  w h o l e  m i l k  
t h e r e .  B u t t e r  s h i p p e d  f r o m  t h e  w e s t  a l s o  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c u t  i n t o  
t h e  c r e a m e r y ' s  m a r k e t .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A f a i r  amount  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o o l  p l a c e  
a r o u n d  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  a s  A s h f i e l d  d e v e l o p e d  as a  
summer r e s o r t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s m a l l ,  v e r y  m o d e s t ,  o n e - s t o r y  
f r a m e  c o t t a g e s  b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e  o f  A s h f i e l d  Lake,  p y r a m i d a l  
h i p  r o o f  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  h o u s e s  and  s e v e r a l  s h i n g l e d  C r a f t s m a n  
c o t t a g e s  and  h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  on  M a i n  s t r e e t  a n d  o n  S p r u c e  C o r n e r  
Road a b o v e  t h e  town c e n t e r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : D i s t r i c t  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  w e r e  c o n s o l  i d a t e d  i n  
1 9 3 9  and w e r e  housed ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  ( a f t e r  t h e  
b u r n i n g  o f  t h e  S a n d e r s o n  Academy i n  1 9 3 8 )  i n  a  $61,500 s c h o o l  
b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  b y  t h e  George H. Reed Company o f  G r e e n f i e l d .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  A f r a m e  o n e - s t o r y  g a r a g e  w i t h  a  s t e p p e d  f a l s e  f r o n t  
was b u i l t  a t  t h e  town  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  A l s o ,  a d d i t i o n s  w e r e  
made t o  t h e  C r o s s  t a v e r n  (now A s h f i e l d  R e s t  Home) i n  1943. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

G e n e r a l :  T h e r e  i s  no  i n v e n t o r y  f o r  A s h f i e l d .  F u t u r e  s u r v e y  
e f f o r t s  s h o u l  d  documen t  a l l  v i l l a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  B a p t i s t  C o r n e r ,  
S o u t h  A s h f i e l d ,  A s h f i e l d  C e n t e r ,  S p r u c e  C o r n e r  and  Watson.  O f  
p a r t i  c u l  a r  n o t e  a r e  t h e  we1 1  - p r e s e r v e d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  
M a i n  S t r e e t  w i t h  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  , r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  c o m m e r i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l  e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  qua1 i t y  a n d  t h e  t o w n ' s  
c o l l  e c t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  a n d  e a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  r e s i d e n c e s  w h i c h  
i n c l u d e s  w e l l  - d e t a i l e d  b u i l d i n g s  i n  G e o r g i a n ,  F e d e r a l  and  Greek  
R e v i v a l  s t y 1  es .  

X I I .  SOURCES 

A s h f i e l d ,  Mass. B i c e n t e n n i a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  A s h f i e l d  B i c e n t e n n i a l ,  
1765 -1965 .  (n.p.,  1 9 6 5 ) .  

Howes, F r e d e r i c k  G., H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Town o f  A s h f i e l d ,  F r a n k l i n  
C o u n t y ,  M A .  f r o m  i t s  E a r l i e s t  S e t t l e m e n t . .  . ( 2  vo lumes ,  Ash f i e l ' d ,  
7 9 1 0  ( ? )  1 9 6 5 ) .  

W a t k i n s ,  L u r a  Woods ide ,  "The S t o n e w a r e  o f  S o u t h  A s h f i e l d ,  MA., 
A n t i q u e s  26  ( 1 9 3 4 ) ,  94-97 .  ( n o t  e x a m i n e d )  
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