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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984 COMMUNITY: Edgartown 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town of Edgartown is located on the island of Martha's 
Vineyard lying between 700 50' and 700 25' longitude and 410 
95' and 410 30' latitude. The island covers 249 square 
kilometers and is covered with a hilly upland with a maximum 
elevation of 92 meters, averaging 59 meters; and coastal plain 
with elevations sloping gently southward from about 29 meters to 
sea level. Edgartown is located in the southeastern portion of 
the island bounded to the east by Nantucket Sound, Sengekontocket 
Pond, Edgartown Harbor, Chappaquiddick Island; to the south by the 
Atlantic Ocean; to the west by West Tisbury; and to the north by 
Oak Bluffs. Major physical features in the town include the 
coastal formations and island noted above as well as Katama Bay, 
Edgartown Great Pond, and Oyster Pond. 

The uplands in the town are within the bounds of the Nantucket 
Moraine, a hilly and rocky area covering the township along the 
coast from Sengekontacket Pond through Chappaquiddick Island. The 
moraine is composed largely of coarse or medium sand and boulders 
of varying sizes (Latimer 1925: 10). In general, soils are sandy 
and not stratified. The south and western portion of the township 
are within outwash plain areas. Outwash areas are sandier and 
stratified in these locations. Drainage is generally subsurface, 
although some streams and ponds are present. Outwash channels and 
lowland in the south have been drowned by sea level rise, forming 
several salt ponds. Elevations average 50 feet or less in most 
areas of the town, slightly higher along the coastal moraine. 
Nearly the entire town lies within an oak/pine vegetation zone. 
Some dune vegetation is also present. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Great Harbor township grant was made in 1641. Edgartown was 
incorporated in 1671 under the jurisdiction of New York. 
Territory was transferred to Massachusetts in 1691. Northwest 
boundary was established with the separation of Cottage City 
(later Oak Bluffs) in 1880. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Edgartown is a resort community and county seat of Dukes County, 
focused on the sheltered Edgartown Harbor on the east coast of 
Martha's Vineyard. First permanent European settlement of Old 
Town took place ca. 1642, with first meetinghouse site established 
by 1653, near local settlement concentration at Great Harbor. 
Chappaquiddick Island to the east retained a significant Christian 
native population through the 18th century. A local fishing and 
sheep grazing economy developed, leading to early 18th-century 
legal conflicts with natives over Chappaquiddick grazing rights. 
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Establishment of county courthouse at Edgartown after 1721 
stimulated village development, as did late 18th-century growth in 
the whaling industry. Port of entry status was conferred in 
1789. Efflorescence of Federal and Early Industrial period 
village resulted, including high-style residences of maritime 
capitalists and landmark Methodist church. The mid-19th century 
decline in whaling was followed by the rise of the summer resort 
economy, although the Methodist camp meeting focus at Cottage City 
in the north separates in 1880. Late 19th-century railroad 
connections from Oak Bluffs to Katama failed to stimulate an 
expected real estate boom, but by the early 20th century Edgartown 
Village became the focus of new yacht/resort activities. 

Modern resort development has continued to restructure Edgartown 
Village, with harborside hotel complex/restaurant construction, 
and tourist-oriented Main Street commercial district expansion. 
Chappaquiddick Island has developed as an estate district. More 
recent changes have included extensive suburban growth in the 
southwest interior, and intensive suburb/condominium construction 
of Katama on the south shore. Significant threats are posed to 
historic archaeological sites. Edgartown Village retains a 
remarkable amount of its 18th- and early 19th-century scale and 
fabric. While destruction of extant historic archaeological 
features seems unlikely, long-term development pressures have 
produced incremental structural alterations that continue to have 
a cumulative impact. 

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A. Transportation Routes 

Little direct evidence is present regarding the exact locations of 
Contact period Native American trails. However, it is probable 
that at least two main trails existed along northern end southern 
coastal areas. The southern trail probably skirted the northern 
shores of Edgartown Great Pond and Oyster Pond connecting the 
Chappaquiddick Island area with the Nunnepog, Takernmy, and 
Nashowakemmuch (roughly remainder of Edgartown, chilmark, and West 
Tisbury) sachemship (tribal/village) areas to the west. This 
trail may have linked up with native trails reported in the area 
of the South Road. A northern trail is also probable connecting 
the Chappaquiddick Island area with the rest of Edgartown around 
Sengekontacket Pond to what is now Vineyard Haven Harbor, Oak 
Bluffs, and Tisbury. Interior trails were likely stemming off 
main coastal trails. No roadways existed at this time. 

B. Population 

Little direct information is present on which systematic estimates 
of Native American populations during the Contact period can be 
made. Furthermore, when estimates are given they are often 
contradictory with considerable variation. For example, Ritchie 
(1969:3) estimates the Wampanoag population on Martha's Vineyard 
in 1600 A.D. at 1,500 individuals. Yet, in 1642 another author 
estimates the native population at 3,000 individuals (Collections 
of the Mass. Historical Society Vol. 111, p.92). Estimates of 
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Edgartown



native population are further complicated by the fact that the 
plague of 1616-17 undoubtedly drastically altered existing 
populations and areas of settlement. Thus, it appears likely that 
native populations for the entire island were probably more in the 
range of 1,500 individuals than 3,000, at least during the late 
Contact period. 

C. Settlement Pattern 

European settlements did not exist in Edgartown or on Martha's 
Vineyard during this period. However, some contact between 
Native Americans and Europeans in the Martha's Vineyard area 
undoubtedly took place as European explorers, traders, and 
fishermen frequented the area from early in the 16th century long 
before settlement. Most notable were Gosnold's voyages through 
the islands off the Cape and settlement at Cuttyhunk in 1602. 

Native Americans had settled the Edgartown area for some time 
prior to European contact. Late Woodland period sites, 
particularly shell middens and known artifact listings with 
general Edgartown provenience exhibit a site locational preference 
for coastal areas, particularly on necks and coves on coastal 
ponds. Additional sites should be present in interior areas also. 

No evidence exists at present to identify specific Contact period 
site.s However, it seems probable they existed since the 
Edgartown area was originally called by its Algonquian name 
Nunnepog which was led by one of the more powerful sachems on 
Martha's Vineyard. Furthermore, a Native American presence in the 
Edgartown area is further attested to by the fact that many of the 
areas of settlement were purchased from the local natives. Native 
American place names for Martha's Vineyard and the Edgartown area 
also provide clues to the extent which natives either inhabited 
and/or used the areas. For example Chappaquiddick Island, Katama 
Bay, Mattakeset Bay, Pocketapces Neck, Meshacket Cove, and 
countless other areas derive their names from Algonquian roots and 
attest to the importance of coastal areas to the local natives. 

Thus, while specific Contact period village sites are unknown for 
the Edgartown area, Late Woodland period site location, general 
artifact finds for the town, the extensive pressure of native 
place names and the fact that early settlers had to deal directly 
with the natives for land indicate that sites of the Contact 
period should exist. Native Americans settlement for the 
Edgartown area during this period should follow regional and 
island trends for settlement preferences in coastal areas along 
ponds, estuaries, and rivers. Inland sites should also be 
present, although not to the extent of coastal sites. 

D. Subsistence Pattern 

European settlements were not present on Martha's Vineyard during 
the Contact period. Thus, any transient Europeans in the 
Edgartown area probably followed subsistence patterns similar to 
native inhabitants in the area. While some food was undoubtedly 
carried with early explorers, traders, and fishermen, the bulk of 
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their subsistence was probably secured through hunting, fishing, 
and the gathering of wild plants and shellfish, and the trade, 
steal-ing, or purchase of agricultural products (corn, beans, etc.) 
from the local natives. 

Native American subsistence in the Edgartown and Martha's Vineyard 
area was probably similar to that practiced in other areas on 
mainland Cape Cod. The combined use of wild and domesticated food 
resources formed the basis of the subsistence system. It is 
unknown at present exactly when agriculture, or more specifically, 
horticulture, was introduced into the Cape and islands area. 
However, on Martha's Vineyard, carbonized corn kernels were found 
at two sites: the Peterson site in the town of Edgartown, and the 
Hornblower I1 site in Gay Head (Ritchie 1969). At the Hornblower 
I1 site, carbonized corn kernels were C14 dated to A.D. 1160 + 80 
years (~itchie 1969:52), placing corn agriculture well within-the 
Late Woodland period. Thus, some form of agriculture may have 
been practiced on Martha's Vineyard for some time prior to the 
Contact period. Furthermore, by the Contact period, sufficient 
quantities of corn, beans, etc. were being produced for storage 
and at times for sale or trade to English settlers. Shellfishing, 
fishing, and hunting were also important subsistence pursuits. On 
Martha's Vineyard, virtually all of the existing Algonquian place 
names and suspected village areas are located along the coast, 
particularly in estuarine locations near extensive shellfish beds 
and anadromous fish runs. 

In addition, other species of marine life were also available in 
the Edgartown area. Saltwater fish such as striped bass, 
bluefish, swordfish, porgie, tautaog, eels, mackerel, flounder, 
codfish, haddock, and others were present in coastal and estuarine 
areas. Lobster, crabs, snails, and possibly various species of 
terrapins were present. Sea mammals such as whales and seals 
would also have been available in coastal areas. In freshwater 
ponds, trout, perch, bass, and pickerel were present. 

The westlands and forested areas of Martha's Vineyard and 
Edgartown provided numerous species of mammals and birds for 
hunting. The heath-hen, or pinnated grouse, was available in 
upland areas with numerous species of ducks and geese available in 
coastal locations. Several mammals were also available which 
today are not necessarily present. They included: deer, bear, 
lynx, fox, otters, beaver, rabbit, raccoon, and others. 

Numerous types of flora were also present and available for 
subsistence. These included beechnuts, walnuts, acorns, 
sassafras, grapes, strawberries, raspberries, gooseberries, 
huckleberries, and others. 

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. Transportation Routes 

Established Native American trails continued to be used by both 
natives and Europeans. In 1652, approximately ten years after 
settlement the town voted to lay out all highways belonging to the 
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Edgartown



town. Main S t r e e t  is  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  s t r e e t  i n  t h e  town, 
p r o b a b l y  l a i d  o u t  when t h e  home l o t s  were d i v i d e d  b u t  n o t  
r e f e r e n c e d  u n t i l  1654.  P e a s e  P o i n t  Way is  t h e  n e x t  s t r e e t  
ment ioned i n  t h e  town i n  1660. The s t r e e t  r o u g h l y  e x t e n d s  from 
t h e  h a r b o r  t o  G r e a t  P o i n t .  O the r  s t r e e t s  and p a t h s  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  P l a n t i n g  F i e l d  Way ( 1 6 5 3 ) ,  P l a i n  Road ( 1 6 6 2 ) ,  
and M i l l  P a t h .  A b r i d g e  was a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  Mashacket by 1653. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

A b o r i g i n a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  Edgartown d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  
c o n t i n u e d  a  p a t t e r n  of f a s t  d e c l i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  
p e r i o d .  L i t t l e  d i r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  on which e s t i m a t e s  
can b e  made. However, i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  no more t h a n  a  few 
hundred  i n d i v i d u a l s  e x i s t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  p r o b a b l y  f ewer .  

E a r l y  e s t i m a t e s  of European p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Edgartown a r e a  a r e  
d e r i v e d  from s c a t t e r e d  s o u r c e s  much t h e  same a s  w i t h  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n s .  Banks (1911: 1 5 )  n o t e s  a  s low b u t  s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e  i n  
p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  1653 f i f t e e n  p e r s o n s  r e p o r t e d  a s  heads  of f a m i l i e s  
were p r e s e n t ,  f o l l o w e d  by twen ty  "heads" i n  1660 ,  and 27 "heads" 
i n  1676. Banks (1911)  u s e s  an e s t i m a t e  of f i v e  p e r s o n s  p e r  
f a m i l y ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  o f  75 p e r s o n s  
( 1 6 5 3 ) ,  100 p e r s o n s  ( 1 6 6 0 ) ,  and 125 p e r s o n s  (1676) .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  American s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Edgartown a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  s i m i l a r  t r e n d s  of c o a s t a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  n o t e d  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  However, s e t t l e m e n t  
d e n s i t y  was p r o b a b l y  i n  d e c l i n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  1616-17 
p l a g u e .  No known n a t i v e  s i t e s  of t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  r e p o r t e d ,  
a l t h o u g h  l and  p u r c h a s e s  were made by  Europeans from n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  p r i o r  t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .  Chappaquiddick  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  
one of t h e  p r a y i n g  towns of t h e  Vineyard  i n  ca .  1670. 

I n  1641-42 a  g r a n t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  Edgartown township  was made, 
f o l l o w e d  by t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1642 a t  G r e a t  Harbor  
(Edgartown H a r b o r ) .  Nunnepog was t h e  Algonquian  name f o r  t h e  
p l a c e  Mayhew chose  f o r  t h e  town s i t e  ( o t h e r  s p e l l i n g s  a r e  
Nunpauket,  Nunpaug, Nunpog, and Unnunpaugue). The f i r s t  
s e t t l e m e n t  was around t h e  h a r b o r  which was n o t  named G r e a t  Harbor  
u n t i l  1642. Land was o r i g i n a l l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  2 0 - a c r e  l o t s  p e r  
man. P r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  a r e a  was known s i m p l y  a s  t h e  V ineya rd ,  t h e  
o n l y  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  on t h e  i s l a n d .  The f i r s t  meet inghouse  was 
b u i l t  c a .  1653;  however ,  t h e  e x a c t  t ime  and where i t  was b u i l t  
remain  unknown. 

Two l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  of l a n d  i n  Edgartown were pu rchased  from t h e  
n a t i v e s .  The f i r s t ,  commonly known a s  t h e  Old P u r c h a s e ,  was from 
t h e  Sachem Tewan tqua t i ck  and i n c l u d e d  a l l  t h e  l a n d  s o u t h  of a  l i n e  
runn ing  from Wintucke t  t o  t h e  end of t h e  home l o t  of Wi l l iam 
Weeks. The second p u r c h a s e  was known a s  t h e  New P u r c h a s e  and 
i n c l u d e d  p a r t  of O g i s s k e t  o r  S a n c h a c u n t u c k e t  Neck. T h i s  a r e a  was 
d i v i d e d  c a .  1673 o r  1674. S e t t l e m e n t  was a l s o  began i n  c o a s t a l  
a r e a s  ( n e c k s ,  e t c . )  n o r t h  of  G r e a t  Harbor  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  
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S e n g e k o n t a c k e t  Pond and t o  t h e  s o u t h  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Edgartown 
G r e a t  Pond a t  t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d  ( C r a c k a t u x e t  Neck, 1660;  
Quanomica Neck, 1663;  F e l i x  Neck, 1664) .  

Edgartown was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  town i n  1671 unde r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a u t h o r i t y  of N e w  York. 

D.  Economic Base 

N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Edgartown a r e a  p r o b a b l y  
c o n t i n u e d  t h e  combined u s e  of w i l d  and d o m e s t i c a t e  food  r e s o u r c e s  
a s  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  b a s e  much t h e  same a s  t h e y  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  
Con tac t  and p o s s i b l y  La te  Woodland p e r i o d s .  L i t t l e  s p e c i f i c  
i n f o r m a t i o n  is  p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  b u t  h u n t i n g ,  
f i s h i n g ,  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of s h e l l f i s h  and f l o r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  combined 
w i t h  some form of c o r n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  were pu r sued .  

European s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  Edgartown a r e a  p r o b a b l y  h u n t e d ,  f i s h e d ,  
and g a t h e r e d  much t h e  same a s  t h e  n a t i v e  r e s i d e n t s  d i d .  However, 
a g r i c u l t u r e  and husbandry  were of much g r e a t e r  impor t ance .  Hay 
and " t u r k e y  whea t , "  o r  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  were  major  c r o p s  t o  t h e  e a r l y  
s e t t l e r s ,  f o l l o w e d  by r y e  and o a t s  a s  w e l l  a s  some b a r l e y .  S a l t  
g r a s s  and meadow g r a s s  were h i g h l y  va lued  f o r  c a t t l e .  Apple 
o r c h a r d s  were a l s o  p l a n t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Domes t i ca t e  
a n i m a l s  were a l s o  b r o u g h t  o v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p e r i o d  of 
s e t t l e m e n t .  Some d a t e s  f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of v a r i o u s  a n i m a l s  
may have  i n c l u d e d  c a t t l e  ( 1 6 5 1 ) ,  hogs  ( 1 6 5 2 ) ,  h o r s e s  ( 1 6 5 3 ) ,  sheep  
( 1 6 5 3 ) ,  g o a t s  ( 1 6 6 8 ) ,  and d o m e s t i c a t e  fowl  ( h e n s ,  d u c k s ,  and 
g e e s e )  b e f o r e  1660. Dogs a r e  a l s o  n o t e d  i n  1661 ,  b u t  t h e y  may 
have  been  a  N a t i v e  American b r e e d .  Oxen were a l s o  p r o b a b l y  
p r e s e n t ;  however ,  no d a t e  e x i t s  f o r  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  

No m i l l s  e x i s t e d  i n  Edgartown d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, 
Edgartown r e s i d e n t s  may have  o p e r a t e d  an e a r l y  m i l l  i n  T i s b u r y  a t  
t h e  end f o  t h e  M i l l  P a t h .  Whaling deve loped  e a r l y  on M a r t h a 1 s  
Vineyard  f o c u s i n g  on d r i f t  wha le s .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1653 ,  c e r t a i n  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  Edgartown a r e a  were d e s i g n a t e d  a s  whale  c u t t e r s  
f o r  t h e  town. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  b y  1669 b a r r e l s  of whale  o i l  and 
p r o c e s s i n g  equipment  were a p p e a r i n g  on e s t a t e  l i s t s .  Ev idence  
a l s o  e x i s t s  t h a t  t h e  c o a s t w i s e  t r a d e  was impor t ance  from t h e  t ime  
of f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t ,  f o r  one of t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s ,  Robe r t  Codman 
( c a .  1656)  was engaged i n  t h a t  t r a d e  and e v i d e n t l y  pu r sued  i t  
a f t e r  h i s  s e t t l i n g  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard .  F i s h i n g  was a l s o  pu r sued  
by  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  However, l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x i s t s  
r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  t r a d e .  I t  was l i k e l y  pu r sued  s e a s o n a l l y  by f a r m e r s  
and o t h e r  p e r s o n s .  

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

Con tac t  and P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  t r a i l s ,  p a t h s ,  ways,  r o a d s ,  and 
b r i d g e s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u se .  During t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  s e v e r a l  new 
l o c a t i o n s  a r e  ment ioned.  The Mashacket P a t h  is f i r s t  n o t e d  i n  
1677 ,  b u t  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  e a r l i e r .  The S a n c h a c a n t a c k e t  P a t h  i s  
f i r s t  n o t e d  i n  1678 and became an e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  main highway 
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leading out of the village. The Wintucket Path or road is first 
mentioned in 1708, Mob Street in 1762, and South and North Water 
Streets officially in 1786, but as an alley as early as 1703. 
Meeting House Way, or the present Commercial Street, was laid out 
in 1768, Penny Wise Path in 1734, and Tarkill (Tarkiln) Path in 
1738. The Maskachet Bridge is mentioned again early in the 
Colonial period, as well as bridges over Mile Brook, Menoda Creek, 
and possibly the pile bridge over Sanchacontacket inlet. 

Actual statistical figures on which population estimates can be 
made are not available until 1657 when muster rolls were available 
for persons capable of bearing arms. Prior to that point, 
population estimates are based on scattered sources. In 1676, 
Banks (1911: 15) notes about 27 heads of families, or about 125 
persons. In 1694, the Athearn map notes 35 or 36 houses in 
Edgartown which Banks (1911: 16) estimates at about 40 families. 
Between 1700 and 1765, when the first census was taken, population 
grew considerably. In 1757 muster rolls listed 182 individuals, 
possibly indicating a total population of 900 or more persons. In 
1765, census figures list from 945 persons (census figure) to 
1,030 persons in 150 families in 128 homes (Banks 1911: 16). the 
1765 census also lists 86 natives: Edgartown had the largest 
Martha's Vineyard population at this time. 

C. Settlement Pattern 

No new evidence regarding native populations for the Colonial 
period is present beyond that noted for the Contact and Plantation 
periods. In 1690 the Praying Indians at Chappaquiddick were set 
apart from other Native Americans in the eastern portion of the 
island. European settlements continued to expand in the Great 
Harbor area as well as coastal areas in the southern portion of 
the township. The Chappaquiddick Island area was first 
residentially settled during the Colonial period, the first 
settlement being in 1750. In 1691, the area was again under the 
political authority of Massachusetts. By 1765, Edgartown had the 
largest European settlement on the island. 

two cemeteries were in existence by 1768; the earliest on Burial 
Hill with the second on Pease Point Way. A fortification existed 
in the town as early as 1691, probably at or near Pease's Point. 
Its size, location, and actual date of construction remains 
unknown. 

D. Economic Base 

Hunting probably declined in importance with fishing becoming more 
prominent for both Europeans and natives. Otherwise, Edgartownls 
economic base continued to build.on foundations established during 
the Plantation period. Farming and husbandry were important as 
well as maritime trades such as coasting, the whaling industry, 
and the fisheries. Taverns or inns were also established as early 
as 1680, possibly in conjunction with maritime interests. 
Physicians were now present in the town. At least four were 
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p r e s e n t  i n  Edgartown from 1720-75. Grist mil ls  were a l s o  p r o b a b l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  However, o n l y  g r i s t  mil ls  
o p e r a t e d  under  wind power were  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  town. 

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Al though houses  d a t e d  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  few,  t h e y  
r e p r e s e n t  a  r a n g e  of  house  t y p e s .  Most a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  on t h e  
c e n t r a l  chimney h o u s e ,  w i t h  b o t h  1 1 / 2 -  and 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  examples 
s u r v i v i n g .  B e s t  known of t h e  fo rmer  is  t h e  Vincen t  House ( 1 6 8 5 ) ,  
f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  d o u b l e  p i l e  t y p e ;  o t h e r s  a r e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
bays i n  w i d t h  ( a b o u t  s i x ) .  A comparable  number s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  2 
1 / 2 - s t o r y  fo rm,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  1704 C a p t a i n  F i s h e r  House and t h e  
1765 Thomas Cook House. The town is  unusua l  i n  t h e  number of 
doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney h o u s e s ,  2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  f i v e  bays  
i n  w i d t h ,  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y ;  examples  i n c l u d e  t h e  Timothy C o f f i n  
House ( 1 7 3 4 ) ,  Swasey-Kel ley  House ( 1 7 6 6 ) ,  and t h e  h i p - r o o f e d  
Dagge t t  House. The i n v e n t o r y  a l s o  d a t e s  a  number o f  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  
t h r e e -  and f o u r - b a y  houses  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town b u i l t  a  number of meet inghouses  i n  
s u c c e s s i o n  between s e t t l e m e n t  and t h e  R.evolu t ion .  The f i r s t  
(1653)  is  of unknown a p p e a r a n c e ;  t h e  second  ( c a .  1665)  was 33 x  19  
f e e t  w i t h  an e i g h t - f o o t  s t u d  h e i g h t ;  t h e  t h i r d  (1719-20)  was t o  be  
no l a r g e r  t h a n  40 x  30 f e e t ;  t h e  f o u r t h  (1767)  was 60 x 45 f e e t  
w i t h  i n t e r i o r  g a l l e r i e s .  The f i r s t  c o u n t y  (1721)  measured 27 x 40 
f e e t .  A j a i l  was p r o b a b l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town a s  e a r l y  a s  1699 ,  
of  unknown a p p e a r a n c e ;  i t s  1743 r ep l acemen t  measured 24 x 1 2  f e e t  
w i t h  s e v e n - f o o t  s t u d s  and was r e p l a c e d  i n  1762. 

11. FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  road  sys tem remained i n  u s e ,  w i t h  t h e  main 
highways e x t e n d i n g  west t o  T i s b u r y  (West T i s b u r y  Road) and 
n o r t h w e s t  t o  Holmes Hole  (V ineya rd  Haven Road) .  Some e x t e n s i o n  
westward of t h e  Edgartown Vi l l . age  g r i d  o c c u r r e d .  Packe t  s e r v i c e  
f rom New Bedford  t o  Edgartown was e s t a b l i s h e d  by c a .  1800 ,  and 
ex tended  t o  Nantucke t  by 1807.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

E d g a r t o w n l s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew e r r a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
p o s t - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  y e a r s ,  r i s i n g  u n t i l  1790 ,  f a l l i n g  f o r  a  d e c a d e ,  
and r i s i n g  a g a i n  u n t i l  1810. Only i n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  1820 do 
t h e  f i g u r e s  s u g g e s t  any s u s t a i n e d  growth.  By 1830,  Edgartown had a  
p o p u l a t i o n  of 1509. 

I n  1820 ,  of  t h e  282-member l a b o r  f o r c e ,  100 were i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
135 i n  l'commerce" ( i n c l u d i n g  "ocean commerce, I '  wha l ing  and 
f i s h i n g ) ,  and 43 i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  

The number of w h i t e  r e s i d e n t s  on Chappaquiddick i n c r e a s e d ,  and 23 
h o u s e s ,  b o t h  "Engl i sh"  and " I n d i a n , "  were  n o t e d  i n  1781.  A 
meet inghouse  was n o t e d  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  1830. 
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The town ' s  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  a p p o i n t e d  an  Arminian m i n i s t e r  
i n  1780. P r e a c h i n g  by a  fo rmer  s l a v e  from V i r g i n i a  made c o n v e r t s  
t o  Methodism, p e r h a p s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  from 1787 u n t i l  h i s  
d e a t h  i n  1805;  i t i n e r a n t s  v i s i t e d  t h e r e a f t e r ,  and c l a s s e s  were 
formed i n  t h e  town (1809)  and on Chappaquiddick.  They s h a r e d  a  
mee t inghouse  w i t h  t h e  t own ' s  B a p t i s t s  a f t e r  1811. The B a p t i s t s  
had begun a s  an o f f s h o o t  of  t h e  group  i n  Holmes Hole  ( 1 7 8 7 ) ,  met 
f i r s t  i n  a  s c h o o l ,  and became a  s e p a r a t e  s o c i e t y  i n  1823. An 
academy, T h a x t o r ' s ,  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  town a f t e r  1825. Masons were  
members a t  Holmes Hole  and Nan tucke t  u n t i l  fo rming  t h e i r  own lodge  
i n  1820. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Growth of Edgartown V i l l a g e  a t  G r e a t  Harbor  c o n t i n u e d ,  s t i m u l a t e d  
i n  p a r t  by t h e  g r a n t i n g  of p o r t  of e n t r y  s t a t u s  i n  1789 ,  and by 
t h e  town ' s  r o l e  a s  t h e  coun ty  s e a t .  High-income r e s i d e n t i a l  
development  i n t e n s i f i e d  a l o n g  t h e  North Water S t r e e t - S o u t h  Water 
S t r e e t  s h o r e l i n e  l o t s ,  and h o u s i n g  began  t o  e x t e n d  n o r t h w e s t  from 
t h e  p r imary  wharves ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a long  Main S t r e e t  and Cooke 
S t r e e t .  I n  1781 t h e  coun ty  c o u r t h o u s e  was moved from i t s  Nor th  
Water S t r e e t  s i t e  t o  Commercial S t r e e t .  I n  1803,  a  new c o u r t h o u s e  
was b u i l t  on Main S t r e e t .  A j a i l  and k e e p e r ' s  house  were  added on 
t h e  a d j a c e n t  l o t  i n  1825. New commercial  development  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
a l o n g  t h e  Main S t r e e t  toward t h e  s h o r e .  By p e r i o d ' s  e n d ,  s e v e r a l  
c h u r c h e s  were  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A Union Meet inghouse  was 
b u i l t  on School  S t r e e t ,  and by p e r i o d ' s  end was used e x c l u s i v e l y  
by t h e  B a p t i s t s .  The f i r s t  M e t h o d i s t  Church was b u i l t  on Win te r  
S t r e e t  i n  1822,  b u t  t h i s  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1827 by a  Main S t r e e t  
e d i f i c e  o p p o s i t e  t h e  Cour t  House. The f i f t h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  
was l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  i n  1828 a t  Sou th  Summer and Cooke 
S t r e e t .  T h a x t e r  Academy and been l o c a t e d  n e a r  h e r e  i n  1825 a t  
Sou th  Summer and Dav i s .  E a r l i e r  (1799)  t h e  Custom Howe was 
l o c a t e d  a t  Cooke and S c h o o l ,  b u t  by 1830 i t  had been  r e l o c a t e d  t o  
Nor th  Water S t r e e t .  

D. Economic Base 

Al though Edgartown had a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  
t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  r a i s i n g  sheep  and o t h e r  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  whale  
and o t h e r  f i s h e r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  t h e  c h i e f  o c c u p a t i o n  of h e r  
r e s i d e n t s .  Harbor  c o n s i d e r e d  one of t h e  b e s t  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  
c o a s t ,  d e e p e r  t h a n  N a n t u c k e t ,  s o  t h a t  a s  whale  s h i p s  grew i n  s i z e ,  
many Nantucke t  w h a l e r s  were o u t f i t t e d  i n  Edgartown. E s t a b l i s h m e n t  
of  Cape Poge L i g h t ,  1801 ,  p r o b a b l y  a  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  
b u s i n e s s .  I n  1807,  Freeman r e p o r t e d  " t e n  s a i l  of v e s s e l s " :  two 
f i s h e r m e n ,  f i v e  c o a s t e r s ,  one  p i l o t  b o a t ,  one West I n d i e s  t r a d e r ,  
and one c a r r y i n g  f i s h  t o  N e w  York. F i r s t  wha le r  from Edgartown, 
1816. Harbor  l i g h t  e s t a b l i s h e d  1828.  

The o n l y  mills were w i n d m i l l s ,  and were l o c a l  g r i s t  mills o n l y .  
E i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c o o p e r i n g  b u s i n e s s  p r o b a b l y  expands ;  by 1832 
t h e  i n d u s t r y  produced  3,000 b a r r e l s  a n n u a l l y  f o r  t h e  whale f l e e t ;  
t h r e e  s a l t  works e s t a b l i s h e d  by 1807.  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Edgartown



E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Houses d a t e d  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  by t h e  i n v e n t o r y  a r e  
overwhelmingly  2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  and i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  
t y p e s .  Hip r o o f s  became t h e  most p o p u l a r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  c e n t e r  
chimney, f o u r - b a y ,  s i d e - e n t r y  example ,  s e v e r a l  doub le  i n t e r i o r  
chimney examples ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i v e  w i t h  a  g a b l e  on h i p  r o o f ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  two examples  each  of t h r e e -  and f o u r - b a y  t y p e s .  Two s i n g l e  
p i l e  end chimney t y p e s  w i t h  r e a r  e l l s  a r e  a l s o  known. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The t o w n ' s  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  b u i l t  i t s  f i f t h  
mee t inghouse ,  d e s i g n e d  by F r e d e r i c k  B a y l i s ,  i n  1828. I t  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s h i f t  t o  chu rch  p l a n ,  w i t h  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s  i n t o  a  
p r o j e c t i n g  pedimented v e s t i b u l e  which p r o v i d e s  p a r t i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  
t h e  s q u a r e  tower  w i t h  s t e e p l e .  I t  is two s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  A 
Union meet inghouse  of unknown appea rance  was b u i l t  f o r  t h e  t own ' s  
B a p t i s t s  and M e t h o d i s t s  i n  1811. The M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l t  t h e i r  own 
house  i n  1822,  which was s o l d  t o  t h e  Chi lmark  S o c i e t y  i n  1827. 
T h e i r  n e x t  house  was c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e r e a f t e r  (becoming t h e  town 
h a l l  i n  1 8 4 3 ) ;  i t  i s  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s  
r a i s e d  above ground l e v e l  and r e a c h e d  by s t a i r s ,  and w i t h  round 
heads  on a l l  i t s  s e c o n d - t i e r  of windows. The B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  a  new 
house c a .  18390;  i t  was a l s o  d e s i g n e d  by  F r e d e r i c k  B a y l i s ,  g a b l e  
f r o n t  i n  form w i t h  p a i r e d  e n t r y  and a  Tuscan p o r t i c o .  I t  became 
t h e  Masonic Lodge. A new c o u r t h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  1808,  measur ing  
36 x  26 f e e t ,  of b r i c k ,  2 1 / 2 - s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  w i t h  s egmen ta l  
a r c h e s  o v e r  i t s  windows, w i t h  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  i n  1859 and 1897. 
An a d j o i n i n g  j a i l  was b u i l t  i n  1825 and s t o o d  u n t i l  1874. 

VII  I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  roadways c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e ,  w i t h  westward 
e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  Edgartown V i l l a g e  g r i d .  D a i l y  p a c k e t  s e r v i c e  
f rom New Bedford  t o  Edgartown was i n i t i a t e d  i n  1837.  

P o p u l a t i o n  

Edgar town 's  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  s t e a d i l y  u n t i l  1860 ,  r e a c h i n g  i n  t h a t  
y e a r  an a l l - t i m e  h i g h  o f  2118. I n  1855 360 men were employed on 
t h e  whale  s h i p s ,  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of Edgar town 's  
working p o p u l a t i o n .  The s h a r p  d e c l i n e  i n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  however ,  
b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a  s i m i l a r  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  town 's  p o p u l a t i o n :  by 1870,  
Edgartown had r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  same s i z e  i t  had been  i n  1830.  

Edgar town 's  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  amounted t o  l e s s  t h a n  3% i n  
1865. A s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  whal ing  i n d u s t r y ,  o v e r  h a l f  t h i s  g roup  
was made up of a  s m a l l  P o r t u g u e s e - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n .  

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on i n s t i t u t i o n s  and movements f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
A second  academy, D a v i s ,  o p e r a t e d  pre-1836.  A Lyceum and 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i b r a r y  was formed i n  1850. On Chappaquiddick ,  a l l  
denomina t ions  worsh ipped  a t  t h e  Marine c h a p e l  c a .  1860. 
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Edgartown V i l l a g e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 4 0 s ,  a s  i n f i l l  
and e x t e n s i o n s  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  t h e  Nor th  Water S t r e e t - S o u t h  Water 
S t r e e t  a x i s .  New r e s i d e n t i a l  development  expanded n o r t h w e s t  
toward P e a s e  P o i n t  Way. The M a i d c h u r c h  a r e a  remained t h e  
c i v i c / c o u n t y  s e a t  f o c u s .  A new B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  n e a r b y  on 
School  S t r e e t  i n  1839.  With t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  new, monumental 
M e t h o d i s t  chu rch  i n  1843,  t h e  1827 M e t h o d i s t  e d i f i c e  became t h e  
town h a l l .  A new Cour t  House was b u i l t  i n  1859. The Nor th  
Water/Main S T r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  was f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  
commercial  f o c u s  w i t h  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  Custom House h e r e  i n  
1849 ,  and t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  Edgartown Bank i n  1855. S t o r e s  
c l u s t e r e d  n e a r b y  on Main and Nor th  Water.  Mar i t ime  i n d u s t r i e s  
l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Nor th  Water S t r e e t  c a n d l e  
f a c t o r y  

D. Economic Base 

Whaling dominated t h e  town th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a s  t h e  number of 
whalemen r o s e  from 195 i n  1837 t o  255 (1845)  t o  360 i n  1855.  
Almost a l l  t h e  l a n d - b a s e d  i n d u s t r i e s  were s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  whale  
s h i p s ,  a s  s m a l l  shops  produced h a t s ,  b o o t s  and s h o e s ,  b l o c k s  and 
pumps, b o a t s ,  t i n w a r e ,  c a s k s ,  o r  woolen c l o t h i n g  f o r  t h e  whalemen 
o r  t h e i r  s h i p s .  The l a r g e s t  of  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  was t h e  o i l  and 
c a n d l e  works of D r .  D a n i e l  F i s h e r  (1799-1876) .  He is  s a i d  t o  have  
"co rne red  t h e  whale  o i l  marke tv1  and o b t a i n e d  a  c o n t r a c t  t o  s u p p l y  
a l l  t h e  gove rnmen t -ope ra t ed  l i g h t h o u s e s .  H i s  o i l  works was s a i d  t o  
b e  t h e  " l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  wor ldH (Hough, p.  1 8 ) .  By 1855 t h e  works 
produced n e a r l y  $470,000 wor th  of o i l  and c a n d l e s ,  much t h e  
l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  y e a r .  

The wha l ing  i n d u s t r y  was h a r d  h i t  by t h e  b u s i n e s s  d e p r e s s i o n  of 
1857. The enormous q u a n t i t i e s  of whale  o i l  soon o v e r s t o c k e d  a  
marke t  much l e s s  i n c l i n e d  t o  buy ,  and p r i c e s  f e l l  d r a m a t i c a l l y .  
Any p o s s i b l e  r e c o v e r y  of t h e  b u s i n e s s  was f u r t h e r  compromised by 
t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of pe t ro l eum i n  1859 ,  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  v i r t u a l l y  
e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  demand f o r  sperm and whale  o i l  a s  i l l u m i n a n t s .  I n  
1865 ,  t h e  number of men employed i n  Edgartown w h a l e r s  had f a l l e n  
t o  180 a s  whale  bone - -  t h e  Bowhead's b a l e e n  - -  became 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  s o u g h t  a f t e r .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S e v e r a l  l a r g e  houses  w i t h  h i p  r o o f s ,  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  
chimneys were c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  e n t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  C a p t a i n ' s  House ( 1 8 3 2 ) ,  t h e  Edward C o f f i n  House ( 1 8 3 9 ) ,  and 
t h e  J e r e m i a h  Pease  House (1858) .  Most b u i l d e r s  s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  
g a b l e  f r o n t  form d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The m a j o r i t y  were  1 1 / 2  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  L ike  houses  i n  T i s b u r y ,  most ( c a .  25)  were  
f o u r  bays i n  w i d t h ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  employing t h e  l a r g e  c e n t e r e d  and 
s m a l l  s i d e  windows common t o  t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  of c a p e s ,  a s  d i d  a  
f i v e - b a y  example;  one i n c l u d e d  a  D o r i c  po rch  w i t h i n  i t s  i n  b l o c k .  
Next most numerous were t h e  t h r e e - b a y  examples  ( c a .  2 0 ) .  
T w o - a n d - a - h a l f - s t o r y  examples  were  a l s o  most o f t e n  f o u r  bay s i n  
w i d t h  ( c a .  l o ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h r e e  bays  ( c a .  5 )  and f i v e  b a y s  ( c a .  
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4 ) .  Al though most examples  a r e  trimmed w i t h  Greek Rev iva l  e n t r i e s  
and c o r n i c e  b o a r d s ,  t h e y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  employ G o t h i c  windows i n  
t h e i r  g a b l e  apexes .  A t  l e a s t  one of  t h e  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  t y p e s  i s  
f i t t e d  o u t  w i t h  f u l l  G o t h i c  trim a t  t h e  c o r n i c e s ,  l a b e l s  ove r  
o p e n i n g s ,  and a  f l u s h b o a r d  f a c a d e .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  v a r i e t y  
of  house  forms were ornamented w i t h  I t a l i a n a t e  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e s ,  
hooded d o o r s ,  e t c . ;  one l a r g e  example i s  a  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  
w i t h  a  l a r g e  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  s i d e  wing;  o t h e r s  ( c a .  3) a r e  2 
1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  e n t r y  houses  of t h r e e  
and f i v e  b a y s ,  w i t h  f a c a d e  g a b l e  t r e a t m e n t .  A s m a l l  number of 
mansard- roofed  houses  were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  of 1 1 / 2  and 2 1 / 2  
s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  and f i v e  b a y s '  w i d t h s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town ' s  M e t h o d i s t s  r e p l a c e d  t h e i r  chu rch  w i t h  
t h e  l a r g e  Greek R e v i v a l  c h u r c h ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  form w i t h  
monumental Tuscan p o r t i c o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  ped imen t ,  s q u a r e  tower  
w i t h  b e l f r y ,  c l o c k ,  and p i n n a c l e s ;  i t  h a s  t h r e e  f r o n t  e n t r i e s  and 
s q u a r e  headed windows. S e v e r a l  s c h o o l s  s u r v i v e  from t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  f a b l e  f r o n t  forms employing Greek 
Rev iva l  c o r n e r  p i l a s t e r s  and c o r n i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
v e r s i o n  now s e r v i n g  a s  a p a r t m e n t s ,  t h e  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  b a l l  c o r n i c e ,  
Dan ' s  Academy of 1836,  and t h e  S o u t h  School  of c a .  1840 w i t h  a  
b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e .  

Commercial: The town ' s  e a r l i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  commercial  b u i l d i n g s  
d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  and i n c l u d e  two 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  and one 1 
1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  examples ;  one e x c e p t i o n a l  l a r g e  example 
employs a  c o r n e r  e n t r y  and o rnamen ta l  p i l a s t e r s  on t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r .  The b r i c k  bank of 1855 i s  1 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  b a y s ,  w i t h  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  and ornament form t h e  c o r n i c e  i n  b r i c k .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  road  ne twork  remained  i n  u s e .  I n  1874 ,  r a i l r o a d  
s e r v i c e  was i n i t i a t e d  from Oak B l u f f s ,  p a s s i n g  wes t  of Edgartown 
V i l l a g e  t o  Katama P o i n t .  Repea ted  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  roadbed  
a long  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s h o r e  was made n e c e s s a r y  by w i n t e r  s t o r m  
damage. A f t e r  2 2  y e a r s ,  s e r v i c e  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  1896.  The 
Reach Road t o  Oak B l u f f s  was opened i n  1872 ,  and i n  1902 was 
improved a s  a  macadam s t a t e  highway. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Edgar town 's  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e  u n t i l  1895 ,  g i v e n  a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  b o o s t  i n  i t s  d e c l i n e  by t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of  C o t t a g e  C i t y  
(Oak B l u f f s )  i n  1880 w i t h  a  l o s s  of 672. By 1895,  t h e  town 's  
p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  1125.  

Edgar town 's  s u b s e q u e n t  g rowth ,  r e a c h i n g  1276 by 1915 ,  was i n  l a r g e  
p a r t  due t o  h e r  growing P o r t u g u e s e  p o p u l a t i o n .  By 1915,  10% of t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  was P o r t u g u e s e  b o r n .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  o c c u r r e d  a t  Edgartown V i l l a g e ,  and p e r i p h e r a l  
a d d i t i o n s  were made on Upper Main S t r e e t  a t  Memorial  Park  and 
a l o n g  P e a s e  P o i n t  Way n o r t h  of Main S t r e e t .  P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  
S t .  Andrew's Church was l o c a t e d  on Summer S t r e e t  i n  1899. A 
p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  was b u i l t  on Nor th  Water i n  1904. M a t t a k e s e t  Lodge 
was b u i l t  a t  Katama P o i n t  i n  1873 ,  b u t  p r o j e c t e d  r e a l  e s t a t e  
development  i n  t h e  a r e a  n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d  , and t h e  h o t e l  was 
removed i n  1910. 

D. Economic Base 

Edgartown seems t o  have  s h a r e d  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  of t h e  bu rgeon ing  
summer p o p u l a r i t y  of Oak B l u f f s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  new r a i l r o a d  l i n k i n g  
t h a t  development  w i t h  Edgartown and Katama. F i s h i n g  s t i l l  remained 
an i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y ,  however .  The v a l u e  of f l o u n d e r ,  m a c k e r e l ,  
and cod c a u g h t  made d r a m a t i c  g a i n s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1905-1915 
( p o s s i b l y  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  new u s e  of motor b o a t s  o v e r  t h e  s l o w e r  
and l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  s a i l i n g  v e s s e l s ) .  The v a l u e  of cod c a u g h t ,  
$34 ,560 ,  was second  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  ( a f t e r  P r o v i n c e t o w n ) ,  w h i l e  
t h e  v a l u e  of mackere l  was t h i r d .  F lounde r  c a u g h t  i n  1915 was 
va lued  a t  n e a r l y  s i x  t i m e s  t h e  c a t c h  a  decade  e a r l i e r .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  l a r g e  houses  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  
Queen Anne s t y l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  examples  w i t h  g a b l e  b l o c k s  
ornamented by f a c a d e  g a b l e s  o r  bay windows and p o r c h e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
h i p  b l o c k s  w i t h  g a b l e d  p r o j e c t i n g  s i d e  b a y s ,  f a c a d e  g a b l e s ,  and 
p o r c h e s .  Ornamental  s h i n g l e s ,  b r a c k e t s ,  and p o r c h e s  were 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  added t o  g a b l e  f r o n t  house  forms f a m i l i a r  f rom 
e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s .  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  houses  were a l s o  b u i l t  i n  s m a l l  
numbers ,  2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  most o f t e n  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  
l e s s  o f t e n  w i t h  l a r g e  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  and ornamented w i t h  m u l t i p l e  
dormers ,  f a c a d e  g a b l e s  o r  t o w e r s ,  and p o r c h e s .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  bungalows and 2 l / 2 - s t o r y  p y r a m i d a l s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
s i m i l a r l y  s m a l l  numbers employing A r t s  and C r a f t s  m o t i f s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A f t e r  mee t ing  s i n c e  1895 i n  p r i v a t e  homes, t h e  
t o w n ' s  E p i s c o p a l i a n s  comple ted  S t .  Andrew by t h e  Sea i n  1899;  t h i s  
s m a l l  b r i c k  G o t h i c  chu rch  employed h a l f - t i m b e r i n g  i n  i t s  g a b l e s ,  
e n t r y  i n t o  one g a b l e  end ,  and a  b e l f r y  a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  

With t h e  r i s e  of s o c i a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  c l u b s ,  some c l u b h o u s e s  
were b u i l t ,  a l t h o u g h  few a r e  of known a p p e a r a n c e .  A combina t ion  
y a c h t - t e n n i s  c l u b  s u r v i v e s ,  a  s m a l l  bungalow- type  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  and shed dormer above.  The " r e a d i n g  room1' is  1 1 / 2  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  a  h i p  r o o f ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  i n t o  po rch  under  
p r imary  r o o f ,  and round do rmers .  

The town ' s  C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1904. 

Commercial: A t t empt s  a t  e n c o u r a g i n g  t o u r i s m  i n  t h e  town d a t e  from 
t h e  p l a n s  f o r  Katama and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h e r e  of t h e  M a t t a k e e s e t  
Lodge (1873)  ; c a l l e d  "cha teauxl1  i n  s t y l e ,  t h e  75-room h o t e l  
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c o n s i s t e d  of a  main b l o c k  o f  3  1 / 2  s t o r i e s  under  a  h i g h  h i p  r o o f  
and a  l a r g e  o c t a g o n a l  tower  of 4  1 / 2  s t o r i e s  a t  e a c h  end of a  2 
1 / 2 - s t o r y  mansard roo f  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n ,  w i t h  po rch .  The Harbor  
View (1891)  was composed of e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n s  moved t o  t h e  Nor th  
Water S t .  s i t e .  O the r  h o t e l s  i n c l u d e  t h e  C o l o n i a l  I n n ,  of t h r e e  
s t o r i e s  w i t h  a  po rch  and s h i n g l e  w a l l  c o v e r .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

The main l o c a l  roadways r a d i a t i n g  from Edgartown V i l l a g e  were  
paved and improved,  i n c l u d i n g  Oak B l u f f s  Road, Vineyard  Haven 
Road, West T i s b u r y  Road, and Katama Road. By t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 s ,  an 
a i r p o r t  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Katama i n  t h e  s o u t h .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  between 1915 and 1940 ,  w i t h  
o c c a s i o n a l  l a p s e s ,  1915-20 and 1935-40. By 1940 number o f  
y e a r - r o u n d  r e s i d e n t s  numbered 1370,  94 p e r s o n s  above t h e  f i g u r e  
t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  During t h e  same p e r i o d ,  h e r  f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  s t i l l  dominated by t h e  P o r t u g u e s e ,  f e l l  from 18  t o  14 
p e r c e n t .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

P e r i p h e r a l  r e s o r t  deve lopment  c o n t i n u e d  a round Edgartown V i l l a g e ,  
and t h e  Edgartown Yacht Club l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  h a r b o r  i n  1927. New 
r e s i d e n t i a l  development  ex t ended  n o r t h e a s t  on F u l l e r  S t r e e t  and 
n o r t h  beyond t h e  Edgartown Golf Club (1926) .  New development  a l s o  
e x t e n d e d  s o u t h  a l o n g  P e a s e  P o i n t  Way and on t h e  I n n e r  Harbor  
s h o r e .  S h o r e l i n e  e s t a t e  development  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  on 
Chappaquiddick  I s l a n d  t o  t h e  e a s t .  

D. Economic Base 

I n  1915 ,  t h e  M a t t a k e e s e t  H e r r i n g  F i s h e r y  produced  a  c a t c h  va lued  
a t  $6043, t h e  h i g h e s t  v a l u e  of any i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The company was a  
major  s u p p l i e r  of h a l i b u t  s c h o o n e r s  w i t h  b a i t  u n t i l  1928 ,  when 
G r e a t  Pond b roke  th rough  t o  t h e  s e a .  A s  i n  B a r n s t a b l e ,  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  of t h e  h e r r i n g  encouraged  t h e  manufac tu re  of a r t i f i c i a l  
p e a r l s .  Ralph Bodman, a n  A t t l e b o r o  j e w e l e r ,  p a t e n t e d  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  
u s i n g  t h e  h e r r i n g  s c a l e  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  p e a r l  e s s e n c e ,  and h e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f l o u r i s h i n g  p e a r l  b u s i n e s s  n e a r  H e r r i n g  Creek. A t  
t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  M a t t a k e e s e t  m a n u f a c t u r e  of a r t i f i c i a l  p e a r l s .  
Ralph Bodman, a n  A t t l e b o r o  j e w e l e r ,  p a t e n t e d  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  u s i n g  
t h e  h e r r i n g  s c a l e  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  p e a r l  e s s e n c e ,  and h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a  f l o u r i s h i n g  p e a r l  b u s i n e s s  n e a r  H e r r i n g  Creek. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
t h e  M a t t a k e e s e t  r e e k  Company i n  1917 c o n s t r u c t e d  a  h e r r i n g  
p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t .  

S h e l l  f i s h e r i e s ,  w r o t e  Banks i n  1908 ,  were  e q u a l  i n  v a l u e  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  s e a  foods  c o l l e c t e d  i n  Vineyard  w a t e r s  
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E. Architecture 

Residential: A small number of new houses were constructed during 
the period, including Colonial Revival bungalows, Dutch Colonials, 
Cape Cod cottages, and at least one large 2 1/2-story, five bay, 
Georgian Revival example. 

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Although the inventory is technically complete, it suffers from 
common problems, including photographs inadequate for typing, lack 
of dates, and too little descriptive texts. 
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