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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1983  COMMUNITY: C l i n t o n  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town  o f  C l i n t o n  s t r a d d l e s  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  Nashua R i v e r ,  
S o u t h  B ranch ,  w h i c h  c u r v e s  a r o u n d  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge o f  t h e  u r b a n  
a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r e  o f  t h e  town.  As i t  f l o w s  n o r t h  t h r o u g h  
L a n c a s t e r  and e v e n t u a l l y  i n t o  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r ,  t h e  r i v e r ' s  
c o u r s e  r o u g h l y  marks  t h e  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  g n e i s s  and g r a n i t e  
b e d r o c k  f o r m a t i o n s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  and t h e  y o u n g e r ,  s o f t e r  s l a t e  
and  s c h i s t  W o r c e s t e r  F o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t .  

n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  end o f  town,  t h e  r i v e r  c u t s  a  deep g o r g e  
h r o u g h  b e d r o c k  w i t h  h i l l s  t o  t h e  w e s t  and s o u t h e a s t  r i s i n g  more  
han 300  f e e t  above t h e  r i v e r .  I n  1905,  t h i s  n a r r o w  v a l l e y  was 

c l o s e d  a t  i t s  s o u t h  edge b y  a  g r a n i t e  dam s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  f e e t  
t a l l ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  h o l d  back t h e  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r .  
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 0 0  a c r e s  i n  C l i n t o n  w e r e  f l o o d e d  as w e l l  a s  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  a c r e s  i n  B o y l s t o n ,  West B o y l s t o n ,  and S t e r l i n g  as  a  
s o u r c e  o f  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  f o r  t h e  B o s t o n  a r e a .  

N o r t h  o f  t h e  downtown a r e a ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  g r a d u a l l y  s l o p e s  down t o  
a n  e l e v a t i o n  o f  3 0 0  f e e t  a t  t h e  b o u n d a r y  w i t h  L a n c a s t e r .  Once t h e  
b o t t o m  o f  g l a c i a l  L a k e  Nashua and i t s  t e r r a c e d  s h o r e l i n e ,  t h e  
t o w n ' s  s o i l s  r a n g e  f r o m  f i n e  sandy l o a m  t o  g r a v e l s  o v e r  a  m a n t l e  
o f  l a k e  and l e f t  i n  d e p o s i t s  o f  sand and  g r a v e l  up t o  1 0 0  f e e t  
deep. Two m a j o r  s t r e a m s ,  S o u t h  Meadow Brook  and G o o d r i c h  B r o o k  
f l o w  n o r t h e a s t  i n t o  t h e  Nashua P i v e r  w h i l e  N o r t h  B r o o k ,  r i s i n g  i n  
t h e  h i g h  g r o u n d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  town,  f l o w s  e a s t w a r d  as  
p a r t  o f  t h e  A s s a b e t  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e .  B o t h  Sweet  Meadow a n d  
G o o d r i c h  B r o o k s  p r o v i d e d  e x c e l l e n t  s i t e s  f o r  w a t e r  power ,  t h e  
f o r m e r  f a l l i n g  2 9  f e e t  b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  t h e  Nashua R i v e r .  The 
s e v e r a l  n a t u r a l  ponds i n  t h e  town  w e r e  f o r m e d  b y  b u r i e d  i c e  b l o c k s  
l e f t  b e h i n d  b y  t h e  r e t r e a t i n g  g l a c i e r s .  

11. POLITICAL POUNDAPIES 

E s t a b l  i s h e d  1850,  f r o m  t h e  " C l  i n t o n v i l l e "  p a r t  o f  L a n c a s t e r .  
Rounds w i t h  B e r l i n  e s t a b l i s h e d  1905 .  

111.  HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

An u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  t o w n  i n  a  s t e e p  and b a r r o w  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
Nashua R i v e r  V a l l e y  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
C l a m s h e l l  Pond and p o s s i b l y  Mossy Pond, Sand Pond, and r i v e r i n e  
f a l l  s  s i t e s .  E a r l y  E u r o p e a n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  w a t e r - p o w e r  
p o t e n t i a l  l e a d s  t o  g r i s t m i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  on  S o u t h  Meadow Brook ,  
1654.  Some l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  n o r t h  
p a r t  o f  p r e s e n t  t o w n  b u t  m o s t  k i n d s  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  as  u n d e s i r a b l e .  
L a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  n a t i v e - E u r o p e a n  w a r f a r e  l e a d s  t o  abandonment  and  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  f o l l  owed b y  e v e n t u a l  
r e o c c u p a t i o n .  Some 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
u p l a n d s  e a s t  o f  Nashua R i v e r .  
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E a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  use  o f  w a t e r - p o w e r  f o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  c o t t o n  and horncomb i n d u s t r i e s .  M a j o r  i n d u s t r i a l  
d e v e l  opment  a f t e r  1838,  1  a r g e l y  due t o  i n v e n t i v e  and m a n a g e r i a l  
e f f o r t s  o f  B i g e l  ow b r o t h e r s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  p o w e r l o o m  r e l a t e d  
t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  R a p i d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  g r o w t h  a n d  
d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n .  I n i t i a l  p r o v i s i o n  o f  f a c t o r y - o w n e d  
w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  ( b o t h  b r i c k  t e n e m e n t  & wood f r a m e  d u p l e x e s )  n e a r  
m a j o r  f a c t o r y  c o m p l e x e s  soon g i v e s  way t o  g e n e r a l i z e d  h o u s i n g  
p r o v i s i o n  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s i n g l e  and m u l t i - f a m i l y  e t h n i c  w o r k e r  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  as  w e l l  a s  m i d d l e  and h i g h  i n c o m e  d i s t r i c t s .  C i v i c  
c e n t e r  d e v e l o p e d  a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1850 .  Commerc ia l  d i s t r i c t  
mu1 t i - s t o r y  b r i c k  b l o c k s  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  1890s .  D i v e r s e  e t h n i c  
c o m m u n i t y  d o m i n a t e d  i n  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  b y  I r i s h ,  Germans, S c o t s ,  a n d  
E n g l i s h  w i t h  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  i n f l u x  o f  I t a l i a n s  and P o l e s .  
I n d u s t r i a l  c o l l a p s e  and w i d e s p r e a d  l o c a l  h a r d s h i p  i n  G r e a t  
D e p r e s s i o n  w i t h  l i t t l e  p o s t - w a r  r e c o v e r y .  

F a c t o r y  c o m p l e x e s  t o d a y  m o s t l y  a p p e a r  o c c u p i e d  b y  a c t i v e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n c e r n s .  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  h o u s i n g  s t o c k ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o r i g i n a l  f a c t o r y  owned d i s t r i c t s ,  w o r k e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  and h i g h  
i n c o m e  r e s i d e n c e s  r e m a i n  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t ,  a1 t h o u g h  o f t e n  w i t h  
e x t e r i o r  a1 t e r a t i o n  o r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n s .  S i g n i f i c a n t  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  
t h r e a t e n s  r e m a i n i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

M o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r o u t e s  s k i r t  t h i s  s m a l l  a r e a :  i n  t h e  e a s t  a  p o r t i o n  
o f  a  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e  f o l l o w s  W i l s o n / C h a s e  Roads;  on  t h e  w e s t ,  
unnamed r o u t e ,  e x t e n s i o n  o f  Feadow i n  L a n c a s t e r ;  b o t h  t o  r i v e r ' s  
edge now u n d e r  t h e  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

To n o r t h ,  w a d i n g  p l a c e  o v e r  Nashua i n  L a n c a s t e r ,  and t o  w e s t  b y  
t h e  Waushaccum Ponds i n  S t e r l i n g ,  i m p o r t a n t  o f  Mashaway g r o u p  o f  
N ipmucks .  

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s  

T h i s  a r e a  e x p l o i t e d  f r o m  t h o s e  base  camps p r i m a r i l y  f o r  f i s h i n g  
a l o n g  Mashua and Mossy,  C l a m s h e l l ,  and S o u t h  Meadow Ponds;  
p o s s i b l e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  o f  a d j a c e n t  k n o l l  s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  6 2 0 - 1 6 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  r o a d s  t o  g r i s t  
and saw m i l l s  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  on  t h e  Nashua i n  L a n c a s t e r ,  p r o b a b l y  
f o l l o w i n g  N o r t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  
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B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Locat ion  of P r e s c o t t  g r i s t  mi l l  a t  South Meadow Brook i n  1654 
fo l lowed by a  g r i s t  mi l l  i n  1659 brought  s e t t l e r s  away from 
n u c l e a t e d  v i l l a g e  s i t e d  t o  t h e  nor th  i n  L a n c a s t e r  p a r e n t  town. 

C .  P o p u l a t i o n  

No ev idence  f o r  any r e s i d e n t s  o t h e r  than t h e  P r e s c o t t  f a m i l y ;  one 
g a r r i s o n  i n  1675. 

Economic Base 

M i l l s  s e rved  a  l a r g e  r e g i o n  on t h e  wes tern  f r o n t i e r  of c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

F i r s t  and only recorded  s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  p e r i o d  i s  t h a t  of John 
P r e s c o t t  i n  1654. In t h a t  y e a r ,  P r e s c o t t  b u i l t  a  g r i s t  m i l l  a long 
p r e s e n t  day Water S t r e e t  between H i g h  and Rain S t r e e t s  fo l lowed i n  
1659 by a  saw m i l l .  

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1 675-1 775)  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

C o n t i n u a t i o n  of e a r l i e r  r o u t e s  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of H i g h  S t r e e t ,  
Water S t r e e t  t o  t h e  e a s t  t o  accommodate L a n c a s t e r  r e s i d e n t s  e a s t  
of  t h e  Nashua ( r o a d  l a i d  1686 b u t  changed 1717 s o  e x a c t  r o u t e  
u n c l e a r ) .  To t h e  w e s t ,  Rigby S t r e e t .  

0 .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Mil l  s i t e  renewed w i t h  r e s e t t l e m e n t  of L a n c a s t e r  i n  1679; by 1750 
focus  on k n o l l s  around Clamshel l  Pond; d i s p e r s e d  m i l l e r s  and 
f a r m e r s .  Complete i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h  L a n c a s t e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h ;  small  
s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  sou th  t h a t  was once a l s o  L a n c a s t e r  annexed t o  
Royls ton  i n  1738; no a t t e m p t s  f o r  p a r i s h  fo rma t ion .  

C .  P o p u l a t i o n  

Slow growth a f t e r  r e s e t t l e m e n t ,  i n  1704 only  4 f a m i l i e s ,  mostly 
P r e s c o t t  ' s ;  by 1750 e s t i m a t e d  50 i n d i v i d u a l  s .  

D .  Economic Base 

A low d e n s i t y  s e c t i o n  of  L a n c a s t e r  w i t h  on ly  a  dozen farms and 2 
g r i s t  and sawmil l s  i n  1750. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Very 1  i t t l e  development a p p a r e n t .  C l i n t o n  was then  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of  L a n c a s t e r  and most of t h e  town ' s  growth 
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was o c c u r r i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  A o n e - s t o r y  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  
h o u s e  i s  r e c o r d e d  and a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  d o u b l e  p i l e  w h i c h  
p r o b a b l y  d a t e s  f r o m  l a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  
I n d u s t r i a l  : P r e s c o t t ' s  m i l l s  a r e  o n l y  r e c o r d e d  i n d u s t r y .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  h i g h w a y s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  r e m a i n  i n  use,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  B o y l s t o n  c e n t e r  t o  R o l t o n  a l o n g  t h e  
r i d g e  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  Nashua R i v e r  ( W i l s o n  S t r e e t ,  Chace 
S t r e e t )  and t h e  r o a d  f r o m  S a w y e r ' s  M i l l s  ( B o y l s t o n )  t o  S o u t h  
L a n c a s t e r .  By 1800,  W a t e r  S t r e e t  i s  t h e  m a i n  E a s t / w e s t  r i v e r  
c r o s s i n g .  I n  1811, t h e  d i r e c t  r o a d  f r o m  S o u t h  L a n c a s t e r  ( M a i n  
S t r e e t  ) i s  r e e s t a b l i s h e d  e x t e n d i n g  s o u t h  t o  Sandy Pond. Oak 
S t r e e t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  t o  W i l s o n  S t r e e t  b y  1830 .  

0. P o p u l a t i o n  

Census d a t a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t o t a l s  f o r  L a n c a s t e r .  R e l a t i v e l y  s p a r s e  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  d u r i n g  p e r i o d .  F i f t y  f a m i l  i e s  
i n  " F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e " ,  1830 .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

G e n e r a l l y  d i s p e r s e d  w i t h  f a r m s t e a d s  on t h e  h i g h l a n d s  e a s t  o f  t h e  
Nashua R i v e r  a l o n g  t h e  B o l t o n  Road. S m a l l  n u c l e a t i o n  a r o u n d  
c o t t o n  m i l l  ( c a .  1 8 1 0 )  a t  s i t e  o f  B i g e l o w  C a r p e t .  

D. Economic  Base 

A t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  L a n c a s t e r  w h i c h  
now c o m p r i s e s  C l i n t o n  was a  t h i n l y  s e t t l e d  a r e a  o f  w o o d l a n d s  and 
p a s t u r e ,  The h i g h  u n e v e n  g r o u n d  i n  t h e  s o u t h  was l a r g e l y  
u n c u l t i v a b l e ;  o n l y  t h e  b o t t o m  l a n d s  o f  t h e  Nashua R i v e r  V a l l e y  and  
l a n d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  end o f  t o w n  on t h e  f l a t  f o r m e r  l a k e  b o t t o m  
c o u l d  e a s i l y  b e  p l o w e d  and f a r m e d .  O f  t h e  s e v e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  w a t e r  
power  s i t e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o n l y  one was u t i l i z e d ,  t h e  saw and g r i s t  
m i l l  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  J o h n  P r e s c o t t ' s  1 6 5 3  m i l l  on  S o u t h  Meadow 
B r o o k  ( w h e r e  Wate r  S t r e e t  now c r o s s e d  t h e  b r o o k ) .  

A number o f  f a r m e r s  had begun  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  i n c o m e s  w i t h  
combmak ing i n t r o d u c e d  f o r m  L e o m i n s t e r  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  
I n  s m a l l  shops,  h o r n s  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  n e i g h b o r i n g  f a r m e r s  o r  f r o m  
t h e  B r i g h t o n  s l a u g h t e r  houses  w e r e  soaked,  s p l i t  open,  sawn, and 
p o l i s h e d  b y  had. By 1 8 2 6  t h e r e  w e r e  1 6  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  a l l  o f  
L a n c a s t e r  m a k i n g  combs, e m p l o y i n g  more  t h a n  50 p e o p l e  and 
p r o d u c i n g  goods w i t h  $15,000 t o  $20,000 p e r  y e a r ;  n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  
t h e s e  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  C l i n t o n  c e n t e r e d  on R i g b y  B rook  i n  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  end o f  t o w n  and  a t  H a r r i s  B r i d g e  on t h e  Nashua R i v e r .  
The 1826 i n v e n t i o n  b y  Farnham Plummer o f  L a n c a s t e r  o f  a  mach ine  t o  
speed t h e  c u t t i n g  o f  combs a l l o w e d  one man t o  c u t  1 2 0  dozen  s i d e  
combs p e r  day and g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  o u t p u t  o f  a r e a  combmakers. 
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The i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  w h i c h  was t o  d o m i n a t e  
C l i n t o n ' s  economy f o r  t h e  n e x t  1 3 0  y e a r s  o c c u r r e d  i n  1809  when 
D a v i d  P o i g n a n d ,  a  Frenchman,  and Samuel P l a n t  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  
Thomas L y o n  t h e  saw and g r i s t  m i l l  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
P r e s c o t t  m i l l s  o n  S o u t h  Meadow B r o o k .  A  m i l l  was b u i l t  o f  b r i c k s  
f r o m  c l a y  dug and f i r e d  a t  a  b r i c k y a r d  on  n e a r b y  M i n e  Swamp Brook  
i n  C l i n t o n  and t h e  s p i n n i n g  o f  c o t t o n  y a r n  was begun  i n  1 8 1 2  w i t h  
m a c h i n e r y  b u i l t  b y  Thomas L y o n  . A t  f i r s t ,  y a r n  was p u t  o u t  t o  
weavers  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  S h a k e r  weavers  i n  t h e  
S h i r l e y  and H a r v a r d  c o m m u n i t i e s  c o n s i d e r e d  " t h e  b e s t  a c q u a i n t e d  
w i t h  w e a v i n g  o f  anybody  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y . "  These 
w e a v e r s  p r o d u c e d  h i g h - q u a l i t y  g inghams  and heavy  s h e e t i n g s  
a l l o w i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  power  l o o m  f a b r i c s  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company i n  Wal tham. By 181 7 p o w e r l o o m s  w e r e  f i n a l l y  
i n t r o d u c e d  and i n  1 8 1 9  a  s e c o n d  m i l l ,  l o c a t e d  u p s t r e a w  a t  t h e  s i t e  
o f  t h e  l a t e  C l i n t o n  Company and B i g e l o w  C a r p e t  Co. s p i n n i n g  m i l l ,  
was e r e c t e d .  The company was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1821 a s  t h e  
L a n c a s t e r  C o t t o n  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company. 

The a r e a  a r o u n d  t h e  m i l l s  came t o  b e  known a s  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e  a n d  
b y  1 8 2 9  t h e  company had e r e c t e d  1 0  houses ,  a  m a c h i n e  shop,  t w o  
m i l l s ,  t w o  b o a r d i n g  houses ,  and a  l a r g e  b r i c k  s w e l l i n g  ( 1 8 2 3 )  
o c c u p i e d  b y  Samuel P l a n t ,  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  o n  M a i n  S t r e e t .  A t  
f i r s t ,  e n t i r e  f a m i l i e s  and s k i l l e d  E n g l i s h  and S c o t t i s h  s p i n n e r s  
were  emp loyed ;  when power  l ooms  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  y o u n g  s i n g l e  women 
w e r e  s o u g h t  t o  t e n d  t h e s e  m a c h i n e s .  By 1821  D a v i d  P o i g n a n d  was 
g a t h e r i n g  g i r l s  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  and Vermon t  t o  work  i n  h i s  m i l l s .  

One o t h e r  c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e  was begun  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  I n  1816  James P i t t ,  a  m i l l  w r i g h t  who had c o n s t r u c t e d  
c o t t o n  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  a  m i l l  i n  West B r i d g e w a t e r ,  p u r c h a s e d  a  w a t e r  
p r i v i l e g e  on t h e  Nashua F i v e r  ( l a t e r  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  L a n c a s t e r  
M i l l s )  and  e r e c t e d  a  saw a n d  g r i s t  m i l l .  I n  1 8 2 0  s p i n n i n g  
m a c h i n e r y  f o r  c o t t o n  y a r n  was s e t  up i n  t h e s e  m i l l s .  A t a n n e r y ,  
s i n g l e  m i l l ,  and combshop w e r e  a l s o  e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  s i t e  and i n  
1831  t h e s e  t o o  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c o t t o n  y a r n .  
A f t e r  a  f i r e  i n  1 8 3 6  a  new m i l l  was e r e c t e d  and s a t i n e t  w a r p  
m a n u f a c t u r e  was c a r r i e d  on. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : No s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t h e  
p e r i o d .  Two d o u b l e - p i l e ,  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  d w e l l i n g s ,  one d o u b l e  
c h i m n e y  and two  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  r e c o r d e d  
s t r u c t u r e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A r e a  i s  p a r t  o f  L a n c a s t e r  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  and g r o w t h  
i s  s u f f i c i e n t  enough b y  1 8 2 4  t o  w a r r a n t  e r e c t i n g  a  b r i c k  
s c h o o l  house .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  No s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  
p e r i o d .  S t o r e s  and t a v e r n / i n n  b y  end o f  p e r i o d .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  P r e s c o t t  M i l l s  a r e  b o u g h t  b y  P o i g n a n d  and P l a n t  
( 1 8 0 9 ) ,  and  b y  1 8 1 2  t h e  f i r s t  c o t t o n  m i l l  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t o w n  o f  
C l i n t o n  i s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  second  m i l l  c a .  1815 .  
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L a n c a s t e r  Cot ton  Company i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1821. H a r r i s  Comb 
f a c t o r y  on e a s t  s i d e  of town deve lops  d u r i n g  1790s:  t w o - s t o r y ,  
s ix -bay  gabled  f a c t o r y  s u r v i v e s  form t h i s  p e r i o d .  By end of 
p e r i o d ,  a rea  i s  known a s  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e  of L a n c a s t e r .  

VII I .  E A R L Y  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 830-1870) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

New l o c a l  s t r e e t s  l a i d  o u t  a f t e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  C l i n t o n  
Company i n  1838. Mechanic S t r e e t  l a i d  o u t ,  1838. Grid s t r e e t  
p a t t e r n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t ime of i n c o r p o r a t i o n  ( 1 8 5 0 ) ,  i n  a r e a  e a s t  
of Main S t r e e t  and south  of Water S t r e e t .  Worcester-Nashua 
R a i l r o a d  opens through town 1846,  w i t h  f u l l  r eg iona l  s e r v i c e  i n  
1848. Roston C l i n t o n ,  and F i t c h b u r g  Rai l  road o p e r a t i o n a l  1866. The 
two l i n e s  c r o s s  nea r  Main S t r e e t / W a t e r  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  a t  t ime of i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1850,  3113. Continued 
growth t o  1870 ( 5 4 2 9 ) .  G r e a t e s t  growth,  1865-1870 ( t 1 4 0 8 ) .  
Fore ign-born  p o p u l a t i o n  34% i n  1865. Evange l i ca l  Congregat ion  a1 
S o c i e t y  formed 1844,  church  b u i l t  1846. C a t h o l i c  mis s ion  formed 
1845,  small  church  b u i l t  1849,second church  b u i l t  1868. F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church formed 1847,  church  b u i l t  1849, e n l a r g e d  and 
r enova ted  1868. Methodis t  Episcopal  S o c i e t y  formed 1851 , church 
b u i l t  1852. U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y  formed 1852. Bigelow Mechanics 
I n s t i t u t e ,  w i t h  r e a d i n g  room and 1  i b r a r y ,  formed 1846. Bigelow 
L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  formed,  1853. Odd Fel lows Lodge o r g a n i z e d ,  
1840. T r i n i t y  Lodge of Masons, L a n c a s t e r ,  i n a c t i v e  s i n c e  1832, 
r ev ived  i n  C l i n t o n  i n  1858. Royal Arch Chap te r ,  Masons, formed 
1869. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Major t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  of v a l l e y  i n t o  u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  complex 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  Small 1830s n u c l e a t i o n  around H a r r i s  Comb 
F a c t o r y  (Water S t r e e t  a t  Nashua R i v e r )  and L a n c a s t e r  Q u i l t  Company 
(Water/Main S t r e e t s ) .  S i g n i f i c a n t  growth o c c u r s  wi th  
e s t a b l  ishment  of L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s  (1  8431, Bigel ow C a r p e t  Company 
( 1 8 5 4 ) ,  and Bigelow Wire C l o t h  Company (1857) .  Brick and wood 
frame worker housing b u i l t  by L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s  (Green S t r e e t ,  
Mechanic S t r e e t ,  Grove S t r e e t )  and Bigelow Carpet  (Main S t r e e t ,  
Nelson S t r e e t )  Grid s t r e e t  p lan  l a i d  o u t  a t  t ime of i n c o r p o r a t i o n  
( 1 8 5 0 ) ,  with c e n t r a l  park c i v i c  f o c u s .  In t h e  1840s s e v e r a l  
churches  l o c a t e d  on Main S t r e e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  Evange l i ca l  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ,  (18401,  F i r s t  R a p t i s t  (18471,  C a t h o l i c  ( 1 8 4 9 ) ,  b u t  
t h r y  soon move. Congrega t iona l  (1846)  and B a p t i s t  (1849)  churches  
move t o  common, and t h e  C a t h o l i c  church  (1868)  moves t o  P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t ,  c l o s e r  t o  L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s .  U n i t a r i a n  Church (1868)  poves 
t o  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  c l o s e r  t o  L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s .  U n i t a r i a n  Church 
b u i l t  on common, 1853. Methodis t  church  on High S t r e e t ,  1852. By 
1870, t h e  High S t r e e t / C h u r c h  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i s  t h e  commercial 
focus  wi th  most s t o r e s  a long  High S t r e e t .  R e s i d e n t i a l  development 
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i s  m a i n l y  s o u t h  o f  W a t e r  S t r e e t ,  e a s t  o f  Main  S t r e e t .  The a r e a  
n o r t h  and  west o f  t h e  common ( W a l n u t ,  P r e s c o t t ,  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t s )  
i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  h i g h  i n c o m e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t .  A l t h o u g h  
s t r e e t s  a r e  l a i d  o u t  f o r  a  m i d d l e - c l a s s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  on B u r d e t t  
H i l l ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  by 1 8 7 0  i s  s p o t t y  a n d  p r o g r e s s e s  l i t t l e  beyond  
F r a n k l i n  S q u a r e .  By 1 8 7 0 ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  number  o f  I r i s h  
w o r k i n g - c l a s s  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a r e  e s t a b l  i s h e d :  t he  Acre, o n  Oak 
S t r e e t  s o u t h  o f  Nashua  R i v e r  and  L a n c a s t e r  Mills;  " C a l i f o r n i a , "  
s o u t h  o f  Grove  S t r e e t ;  a n d  "Duck H a r b o r , "  n o r t h  o f  C o a c h l a c e  Pond.  

D. Economic  B a s e  

I t  was  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  C l i n t o n  g r e w  f r o m  a  s m a l l  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l a g e  s u r r o u n d e d  by w o o d l a n d s  a n d  f a r m s  t o  a n  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  town ( 1 8 5 0 )  a n d  t h e  f o u r t h  l e a d i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
c e n t e r  i n  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y .  I t s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rew f r o m  200-300  i n  
t h e  1 8 3 0 s  t o  n e a r l y  7 0 0 0  i n  1 8 7 5 ;  d u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d  c a p i t a l  
i n v e s t e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  g rew f rom a b o u t  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  more  t h a n  
$ 2 . 4  m i l l i o n .  

T h i s  t r e m e n d o u s  g r o w t h  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  was b a s e d  on  the  i n v e n t i o n s ,  
i n v e s t m e n t s ,  a n d  managemen t  o f  E r a s t u s  Br igham B i g e l o w  who i n  h i s  
l i f e t i m e  was g r a n t e d  more  t h a n  5 0  p a t e n t  on power  l o o m s  - and  h i s  
b r o t h e r ,  H o r a t i  o  Nel s o n  B i  g e l  ow, n a t i v e s  o f  n e i  g h b o r i  ng West 
B o y l s t o n .  The f o u r  m a j o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n c e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
C l i n t o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  u t i l i z e d  t h e  i n v e n t i o n s  o f  E r a s t u s  
B i g e l o w  a n d  t h e  managemen t  a b i l i t i e s  o f  his  b r o t h e r ,  b o t h  o f  whom 
grew up i n  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  mi l l s  and  were t h e m s e l v e s  m a n a g e r s  o f  
t e x t i l e  mi l l s  while s t i l l  i n  t h e i r  l a t e  t e e n s .  

B i  g e l  o w ' s  f i r s t  m a j o r  i n v e n t i o n  was a n  a u t o m a t i c  loom f o r  w e a v i n g  
k n o t t e d  c o u n t e r p a n e s ,  d e v e l o p e d  when he  was o n l y  2 0  y e a r s  o f  a g e  
i n  1 8 3 4 .  S e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1 8 3 8  he i n v e n t e d  a  c o m p l e x  loom 
t o  weave  c o a c h l a c e ,  and  o r n a m e n t a l  p i l e  f a b r i c  f o r  c o a c h e s  and  
c h a i s e s .  I n  company w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  t h e y  l e a s e d  the  u p p e r m i l l  o f  
t h e  d e f u n c t  L a n c a s t e r  C o t t o n  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company, d i s s o l v e d  i n  
1 8 3 5 ,  and  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  C l i n t o n  Company f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  
c o t t o n ,  w o o l e n ,  and  s i l k  g o o d s  ( c o a c h  l a c e )  a n d  m a c h i n e r y .  A t  t h e  
l o w e r  b r i c k  mil l  b u i l t  i n  1 8 1 0  by  P o i g n a n d  a n d  P l a n t ,  B i g e l o w ' s  
c o u n t e r p a n e  loom had  b e e n  p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  by 1 8 4 1 .  

The C l i n t o n  Company, f i n a n c e d  and  managed  l a r g e l y  by H o r a t i o  
N e l s o n  B i g e l o w ,  p r o s p e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e .  I n  1 8 4 2 ,  he 
b o u g h t  t h e  mill  they  had  b e e n  l e a s i n g .  I n  1 8 4 5 ,  c a p i t a l  s t o c k  
was i n c r e a s e d  t o  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  i n  1 8 4 6  S a w y e r ' s  Mills  i n  B o y l s t o n  
were p u r c h a s e d  and  o p e r a t e d  a s  s p i n n i n g  m i l l s ,  t he  w e a v i n g  d o n e  a t  
t h e  C l i n t o n  Mi l l .  P r o d u c t i o n  i n  1 8 5 1  wa 1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  y a r d s  o f  
c o a c h l a c e  a n d  8 0 0 , 0 0 0  y a r d s  o f  t w e e d ,  c a s s i m e r e s ,  a n d  p a n t a l o o n  
c l o t h  by 2 0 0  e m p l o y e e s .  

Renamed C l i n t o n v i l l e ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r o s p e r e d  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  power  s i t e s  a n d  
t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a .  E p h r a i m  F u l l e r  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f u l l i n g  mi l l  i n  1 8 3 9  f u r t h e r  d o w n s t r e a m  on  S o u t h  
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Meadow Brook and soon expanded t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  manufac ture  of  
k n i t t i n g  y a r n s ,  s a t i n e t s ,  and c a s s i m e r e s ,  employing 30 hands and 
producing  60,000 y a r d s  of  c l o t h  p e r  y e a r .  

The decades of t h e  1840s and 50s were ex t r emely  p r o l i f i c  f o r  
E r a s t u s  Bigelow and s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  C l  i n t o n ' s  development.  In t h e  
e a r l y  1840s ,  he developed a  power loom f o r  t h e  p roduc t ion  of f i n e ,  
c o t t o n  checked c l o t h ,  u n t i l  t h i s  t ime woven only by hand. In 
1844,  he was c o n t r a c t e d  t o  p l a n ,  a d v i s e  on c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and equip  
w i t h  s u i t a b l e  machinery ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  his new looms, a  l a r g e  mi11 
f o r  t h e  p roduc t ion  of checked c o t t o n s .  Among t h e  i n v e s t o r s  i n  t h e  
L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s  Company were a  number of t h e  Boston A s s o c i a t e s :  
members of Apple ton ,  Lawrence, and Lyman f a m i l i e s ,  who c a p i t a l i z e d  
t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  a t  $500,000. Bigelow chose  and purchased  t h e  
Washua R ive r  s i t e  of P i t t s '  M i l l s ,  and e r e c t e d  a  o n e - s t o r y  m i l l  
614 f e e t  long  by 46 f e e t  wide, one of t h e  f i r s t  m i l l s  t o  be b u i l t  
on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of a  l i n e a r  f low of goods and p r o c e s s e s .  Almost 
immediately a d d i t i o n a l  b u i l  d ings  were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  i n c l  u d i  n g  a  
o n e - s t o r y ,  s ingle- room mill  356 f e e t  by 174 f e e t  i n  which c a r d i n g ,  
s p i n n i n g ,  and weaving, w i t h  o v e r  20,000 s p i n d l e s  a n d  500 looms 
took p l a c e ,  powered by a  combinat ion  of steam and waterpower from 
t h e  s t a r t .  Boarding houses and tenements ,  i n c l  u d i n g  an i m p r e s s i v e  
b r i c k  block on Green S t r e e t  were soon e r e c t e d ,  and by 1850, 
5 ,000,000 y a r d s  of c l o t h  were woven a n n u a l l y  by 488 female and 200 
male o p e r a t i v e s .  

A n  improved coun te rpane  loom was developed by Bigelow i n  t h e  
mid-1840s, l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of t h e  L a n c a s t e r  Q u i l t  
Company i n  1848, c a p i t a l i z e d  a t  $200,000. W i t h  H o r a t i o  N .  Bigelow 
a s  a g e n t ,  t h e  company employed 100 pe r sons  a t  t h e  w a t e r  S t r e e t  
mill  and a n n u a l l y  produced q u i l t s  and coun te rpanes  valued a t  
$150,000. 

Between 1842 and 1849 E r a s t u s  Bigelow was g r a n t e d  p a t e n t s  f o r  t h e  
i n v e n t i o n  of power looms t o  weave ingram, B r u s s e l s ,  and Wilson 
C a r p e t s ,  u n t i l  t h i s  t ime only handwoven. J o i n i n g  w i t h  H . N .  
Bigelow and Stephen F a i r b a n k s ,  p a r t n e r s  a l s o  i n  t h e  C l i n t o n  
Company and L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s ,  t h e y  began weaving of B r u s s e l s  
c a r p e t s  i n  1849, producing  by 1851,  500 y a r d s  of c a r p e t  p e r  day on 
28 looms. The f i r m  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1854 a s  t h e  Bigelow Carpe t  
Company and w i t h i n  t h e  next  few y e a r s  a  number of tenements  and 
b r i c k  mill b u i l d i n g s ,  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g ,  were e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  Union 
S t r e e t  S i t e .  When t h e  C l i n t o n  Company suspended o p e r a t i o n  i n  
1862,  i t  was purchased by t h e  Bigelow C a r p e t  Company which i n  1864 
e r e c t e d  a  new b r i c k  s p i n n i n g  mil l  and o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  
s i t e .  T h i s  became t h e  s p i n n i n g  mill wh i l e  weaving took p l a c e  a t  
t h e  Union S t r e e t  m i l l s .  A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  Boyls ton  Sawyer ' s  M i l l s ,  
f o r m e r l y  ope ra ted  a s  a  s p i n n i n g  mi l l  by t h e  C l i n t o n  Company, was 
s o l d  t o  t h e  L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s  Company, i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  a l r e a d y  
l a r g e  manufac tu r ing  c a p a c i t y .  

B ige low ' s  i n v e n t i o n  of a  power loom f o r  weaving wi re  c l o t h  l ed  t o  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  C l i n t o n  Wire C lo th  Company i n  1856 by 
E r a s t u s  and H o r a t i o  Bigelow and J.C. Hoadley. The company 
produced windows s c r e e n s ,  corn  popper s ,  s i e r e  bot toms,  s p a r k  
a r r e s t o r s ,  coal  and sand r i d d l e s ,  e t c .  Though t h e  company grew 
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s l o w l y  - o n l y  21 employees by 1865 - i t  e v e n t u a l l y  became t h e  
t h i r d  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  C l i n t o n ,  o c c u p y i n g  s e v e r a l  b l o c k s  i n  t h e  
a rea  n o r t h  o f  t h e  B i g e l o w  C a r p e t  Company s p i n n i n g  m i l l s .  

The c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  B i g e l  ow b r o t h e r s  t o  C l  i n t o n ' s  deve lopment  
went beyond t h e i r  i n v e n t i v e  and i n d u s t r i a l  management a b i l i t i e s ,  
e x t e n d i n g  t o  c i v i c  improvement .  H. N. B i g e l o w ,  whose permanent  
home was i n  C l i n t o n ,  s e r v e d  on t h e  schoo l  commi t t ee ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  town i n  t h e  Genera l  C o u r t ,  dona ted  l a n d  f o r  t h e  common, 
s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  l a y i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  and 
r e s i d e n t i a l  c e n t e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  B i g e l o w  Mechanics  I n s t i t u t e  and 
B i  g e l  ow L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C l i n t o n  Sav ings  
Bank founded i n  1851, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank o f  
C l i n t o n  founded i n  1864, and c o n t r i b u t e d  $25,000 t owa rds  b u i l d i n g  
t h e  Worces te r  and Nashua R a i l r o a d ,  o f  w h i c h  he became a  d i r e c t o r ,  
t h r o u g h  t h e  town. 

The r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  f o s t e r e d  g r o w t h  i n  
a l l i e d  i n d u s t r i e s .  S e v e r a l  f o u n d r i e s  and machine shops were 
e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  thousands  o f  machines 
needed by t h e  c o n t i n u a l l y  expand ing  i n d u s t r y .  A loom ha rness ,  
b e l t i n g ,  and r e e d  shop were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1853. Lumber and 
b u i l d i n g  t r a d e s  a l s o  p r o s p e r e d .  I n  1846, G o o d r i c h  Brook i n  t h e  
n o r t h  end o f  t h e  town was dammed and by 1853 Eben F u l l e r  e r e c t e d  a  
saw and p l a n n i n g  m i l l  and a  door ,  sash, and b l i n d  f a c t o r y .  I n  
1854, t h e  C l i n t o n  Gas L i g h t  Company was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
B i g e l o w  and L a n c a s t e r  m i l l s  as  w e l l  as t h e  town. M a n u f a c t u r e  o f  
c l o t h i n g  a l s o  a rose .  By 1865 t h e  1839 F u l l e r  m i l l  was expanded 
and became t h e  Bay S t a t e  S k i r t  Company, p r o d u c i n g  $175,000 w o r t h  
o f  hoop s k i r t s  w i t h  45 employees.  Two f i r m s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  Ba lmora l  
s k i r t s ,  and e l e v e n  o t h e r s  e m p l o y i n g  a l m o s t  30 hands, p roduced  hoop 
s k i r t  m a t e r i a l ,  woo len  s h i r t  bosoms, s i l k  and v e l v e t  bonne ts ,  and 
v a r i o u s  c l o t h i n g .  

Boo t  and shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  employed more t h a n  80 p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  75,000 p a i r s  w o r t h  $121,000. Combmaking was c a r r i e d  
on i n  dozens o f  shops, t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  wh i ch  was S idney  H a r r i s '  
b r i c k  f a c t o r y ,  e r e c t e d  i n  1865 an t h e  Nashua R i v e r  be low t h e  
L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s .  He re  as many as 100 hands p roduced  12,000 combs 
p e r  day. 

Though o f  m i n o r  i m p o r t a n c e  as compared t o  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  
a g r i c u l t u r e  was p r a c t i c e d  o n  61 farms i n  1865, e m p l o y i n g  70 
pe rsons  i n  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  goods v a l u e d  a t  $19,000. These i n c l u d e d  
g r a i n s ,  hay, p o t a t o e s ,  and meat.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  Town i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1850 w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
3113, one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  f o r  t h a t  y e a r .  Tremendous 
i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  1830s and 40s,  l e a d i n g  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  
and r e f l e c t e d  i n  h o u s i n g  s t o c k .  Mu1 t i p l e - f a m i l y  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  
e r e c t e d  on Ches tnu t ,  Grove,  and Green S t r e e t s .  B l o c k s  o f  
t w o - s t o r y  f i v e  and s i x - b a y  Greek R e v i v a l  u n i t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  on  
Green S t r e e t  between 1845-50 w i t h  mansard r o o f s  added w i t h i n  t h e  
n e x t  two decades. Two b r i c k  tenements  a l s o  e r e c t e d  on Green 
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S t r e e t  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d  1840s.  John Hoadley ( W o r c e s t e r )  was t h e  
a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  L a n c a s t e r  Mil l  and t h e  Green S t r e e t  hous ing;  
O l i v e r  S tone  was t h e  l o c a l  c o n t r a c t o r .  S i m i l a r  un i t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a long  Ches tnu t  and Grove S u r v i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  duplexes  f o r  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s '  r e s i d e n c e s  on Ches tnut  S t r e e t  which have 
undergone t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  form of enc losed  
porches  and l a r g e  dormers .  T r a d i t i o n a l  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  double  
chimney and th ree -bay  s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n s  d a t e  from t h i s  per iod  
a l s o ,  a s  many workers  were encouraged by t h e  m i l l  owners t o  e r e c t  
t h e i r  own houses ( F o r d ) .  The more p r e s t i g i o u s  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  
s u r r o u n d s  C e n t r a l  Park ,  e x t e n d i n g  n o r t h  a long  Walnut, Ches tnut  and 
Cedar S t r e e t s  t o  Water S t r e e t .  These s t r e e t s  a r e  l i n e d  w i t h  
popu la r  s t y l e  frame d w e l l i n g s  d a t i n g  from t h e  l a t t e r  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  p e r i o d :  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a s ,  Second Empire,  and some e a r l y  
Queen Anne and V i c t o r i a n  Gothic  s t r u c t u r e s .  Water S t r e e t ,  t h e  o l d  
road from L a n c a s t e r ,  r e t a i n s  a  few Federa l  and Greek Revival 
d w e l l i n g s  a s  well a s  t h e  l a t e r  s t y l e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Evange l i ca l  Congrega t iona l  s o c i e t y  e r e c t s  
meet inghouse (1846)  ; both t h e  B a p t i s t  and Roman C a t h o l i c  
Congrega t ions  b u i l d  churches  i n  1849;  Methodis t  Episcopal  church 
e r e c t e d  i n  1852;  U n i t a r i a n s  c o n s t r u c t  meet inghouse i n  1853. In 
1847,  f o u r  school  d i s t r i c t s  e x i s t e d  w i t h  both frame and b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g s  and a  graded system of i n s t r u c t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  
Grammar school b u i l d i n g  (1844)  f o r  lower g rades  was conver t ed  t o  
t h e  p u b l i c  h i g h  school  i n  1854;  s e r i e s  of lower grade  s c h o o l s  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1850s and 60s t o  meet t h e  growing 
p o p u l a t i o n .  In 1846, t h e  C l i n t o n  House h o t e l  opened be ing  a  
th ree -and  one-ha1 f  s t o r y ,  s ix -bay  block w i t h  mansard roof  (added 
i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 s ? ) ;  a n o t h e r  s m a l l e r  ho te l  on blain S t r e e t  p re -da ted  t h e  
C l i n t o n  House. A t w o - s t o r y ,  f ive -bay  b r i c k  Mechanics I n s t i t u t e  
was e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

Commercial : Worces ter  and Nashua R a i l r o a d  reached C l i n t o n  by 
1848. During t h e  1840s ,  High S t r e e t  developed a s  t h e  major 
commercial c e n t e r  w i t h  g r o c e r i e s ,  d ry  goods s t o r e s ,  e t c .  
o p e r a t i n g  from frame and a  few b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  
block between Union and Church. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p o r t i o n  of t h e  pe r iod  most of t h e  
t e x t i l e  m i l l s  were e s t a b l i s h e d ;  Bigelow Mills purchased  t h e  o l d  
P r e s c o t t  s i t e .  By t h e  end of t h e  pe r iod  t h e  l o n g ,  massive b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e s  dominated t h e  town ' s  l andscape .  Most appea r  t o  have 
expanded th roughou t  t h e  remainder  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  r e n d e r i n g  t h e  
e a r l y  complexes i n d i s t i n g u i s a b l e  from l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s .  

IX. L A T E  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 870-1 91 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

Bos ton ,  C l i n t o n ,  F i t c h b u r g  branch t o  L a n c a s t e r  Mills opens ,  1875. 
Cen t ra l  Massachuse t t s  Rai l  road opens ,  1881 through s o u t h e r n  
s e c t i o n  of town. Late  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  e x t e n s i o n  of s t r e e t  g r i d  south  
on B u r d e t t  H i l l .  In 1893,  t h e  C l i n t o n  S t r e e t  Railway opens 
s e r v i c e  nor th  t o  Leomins ter  (High ,  Water,  Main S t r e e t s ) .  In 1898 
t h e  Worces ter  ( H i g h ,  Union, Mechanic, Boyls ton  S t r e e t s .  The 
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C l  i n t o n - H u d s o n  S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  o p e n s  i n  1 9 0 0 ,  e x t e n d i n g  s o u t h e a s t  
a l o n g  B e r l i n  Road. W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e s t r o y s  some 
r o a d s  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  a s  well  a s  t h e  C e n t r a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
Nashua  V a l l e y  l i n e .  R a i l  s e r v i c e  i s  r e - r o u t e d  t h r o u g h  a  t u n n e l  
e a s t  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y  on a  l a r g e  t r e s t l e .  High  
S t r e e t  i s  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  Nashua  l o w l a n d ,  c a .  1 9 0 5 .  
B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  m o r e  t h a n  d o u b l e s  f r o m  1 8 7 0  ( 5 4 2 9 )  t o  p e r i o d  p e a k i n  
1 9 0 0  ( 1 3 , 6 6 7 ) .  I t  t h e n  d r o p s  a n d  r e m a i n s  s t a b l e  a t  a r o u n d  1 3 , 1 0 0  
t o  1 9 1 5  ( 1 3 , 1 9 2 ) .  P e r i o d  o f  g r e a t e s t  g r o w t h ,  1 8 9 5 - 1 9 0 0  ( + 2 1 7 0 ) .  
1 7 1 7  I r i s h ,  312  G e r m a n s ,  3 1 0  S c o t s ,  241 E n g l i s h ,  1 3 1  C a n a d i a n s  
p r e s e n t  1 8 7 5 .  2097  I r i s h ,  4 6 5  G e r m a n s ,  2 9 5  S c o t s ,  257 E n g l i s h ,  9 0  
F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  1 8 8 5 .  2 2 1 9  I r i s h ,  593  G e r m a n s ,  492  I t a l i a n s ,  3 8 0  
S c o t s ,  257  E n g l i s h ,  246  P o l e s ,  1 7 7  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  1 5 4  New 
B r u n s w i c k e r s ,  1 2 2  Nova S c o t i a n s ,  w i t h  many o t h e r  g r o u p s  p r e s e n t ,  
1 2 8  E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n s ,  1 9 0 5 .  Many f o r e i g n  l a b o r e r s  b r o u g h t  i n  
( n o t a b l y  I t a l i a n s )  t o  work o n  C l i n t o n  Dam/Wachuse t t  R e s e r v o i r  
p r o j e c t  ( c a .  1 8 9 5 - 1  9 0 5 ) .  As p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  a n d  d i v e r s i f i e s ,  
r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  p r o 1  i f e r a t e  and  e x p a n d .  N ine  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  a c t i v e  i n  1 8 8 9 .  U n i t a r i a n  c h u r c h  r a i s e d  and  
e n l a r p e d ,  ( a f t e r  f i r e  o f  1 8 8 4 )  1 8 8 8 - 9 2 .  S e c o n d  A d v e n t  Church  
f o r m e d  1 8 7 4 .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  on s t o n e  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  c o m p l e t e d  
1 8 8 6 .  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  r e m o d e l e d  1 8 8 7 .  German C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h  
d i v i d e d ,  1 9 0 9 ,  w i t h  new Our Lady  o f  R o s a r y  c h u r c h  b u i l t  1 9 1 1 .  
P o l i s h  C a t h o l i c s  s o o n  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h i s  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  I t a l i a n  
C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  c a .  1 9 1 0 .  German L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h  b u i l t  1 9 1 5 .  

S e c u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l s o  p r o l i f e r a t e ,  By 1 8 7 9 ,  t h e  m a j o r  e t h n i c  
g r o u p s  a r e  o r g a n i z e d :  I r i s h  ( A n c i e n t  O r d e r  o f  H i b e r n i a n s ,  S a i n t  
P a t r i c k ' s  B e n e v o l e n t  S o c i e t y ) .  Germans  ( T u r n e r - S o c i e t y ,  H a r v a r d ,  
L i c h t e n s t e i n  L o d g e ) ,  S c o t s  ( S t .  A n d r e w ' s  S o c i e t y ) ,  E n g l i s h  ( S t .  
G e o r g e  S o c i e t y ) .  R e l i e f  s o c i e t i e s  p r e s e n t  1 8 7 9 :  K n i g h t s  o f  
H o n o r ,  O r d e r  o f  Ho ly  C r o s s ,  F i r e m a n ' s  R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
A d d i t i o n a l  g r o u p s  o r g a n i z e d  by 1 8 8 9 :  two m o r e  Odd F e l l o w s  L o d g e s ,  
s i x  t e m p e r a n c e  s o c i e t i e s ,  I m p r o v e d  O r d e r  o f  Redmen, A n c i e n t  O r d e r  
o f  U n i t e d  Workmen, Roya l  Arcanum,  U n i t e d  O r d e r  o f  P i l g r i m  F a t h e r s ,  
Royal  S o c i e t y  o f  Good-Fel  l o w s ,  P r e s c o t t  C l u b ,  Twenty  A s s o c i a t e s ,  
T w e n t y - f i v e  A s s o c i a t e s ,  F u l l  S c o r e  a s s o c i a t e s ,  and  o t h e r s .  
C l i n t o n  Lyceum f o r m e d  1 8 7 2 .  C l i n t o n  H o s p i t a l  e s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 9 2 .  
N o t a b l e  l a b o r  movemen t s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  1 8 8 0  w e a v e r s '  s t r i k e  
a t  L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s ,  1 8 8 6  d y e r s '  s t r i k e  a t  B i g e l o w  C a r p e t  M i l l s ,  
a n d  a  m a j o r  1 9 1 2  L a n c a s t e r  Mills s t r i k e ,  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  n a t i o n a l  
I.W.W. o r g a n i z e r s ,  and  i n v o l v e d  mass  m e e t i n g s ,  p i c k e t i n g ,  and 
r i  o t i  ng .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

C o n t i n u e d  e x p a n s i o n  and  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  d i s t r i c t s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  F u r t h e r  c i v i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r o u n d  common, w i t h  
town ha1 1  ( 1 8 7 2 ,  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  1 9 0 7  f i r e ) ,  Good S h e p a r d  E p i s c o p a l  
C h u r c h  ( 1 8 7 6 ,  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  f i r e  1 8 8 8 - 9 2 ) ,  High  S c h o o l  ( 1 8 8 5 ) ,  
H o l d e r  Memor i a l  H a l l  ( 1  9 0 4 )  , a n d  B i g e l o w  F r e e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  U n i t e d  P r e s b y t a r i a n  C h u r c h  b u i l t  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  b l o c k  f r o m  
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Common, 1883. C a t h o l i c  Church f i n i s h e d  on School/Union S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  1886. H i g h  Methodis t  Episcopal  Church remodel l e d  
1887. Churches o u t s i d e  t h i s  c e n t r a l  a r e a  i n c l u d e  German (18881,  
O u r  Lady of Rosary ( 1 9 1 1 ) ,  and German Lu the ran  ( 1 9 1 5 ) .  

Continued expans ion  of high-income d i s t r i c t  e a s t  on P r e s c o t t  and 
Ceda S t r e e t s ,  w i t h  i n f i l l i n g  on Ches tnu t  and Walnut S t r e e t s .  
I n f i l l i n g  and expans ion  on B u r d e t t  H i l l  south  t o  Winter  S t r e e t  and 
beyond. "German Town" s e t t l e m e n t  on B i  r ch /Spruce  S t r e e t  a r e a ,  
e a s t  t o  Branch/Vale S t r e e t s ,  w i t h  German c h u r c h ,  ( 1 8 8 8 ) ,  
S c h i l l e r r e r e i n  H a l l ,  K i c h t e n s t e i n  Lodge, and Turnvere in  H a l l .  
Continued expans ion  of I r i s h  Acre,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and Duck Harbor 
ne ighborhoods ,  New Engl i s h / N a t i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  development e a s t  of 
Main S t r e e t .  Extended 1  i n e a r  development on Main S t r e e t .  
S t r e e t c a r  suburbs  on B e r l i n  Road. Wachusett  R e s e r v o i r  f l o o d s  
southwest  of town. 

D .  Economic Base 

The l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  saw con t inued  growth of t h e  
town ' s  t h r e e  major i n d u s t r i e s  - c a r p e t s ,  c o t t o n  gingham, and w i r e  
c l o t h  - i n t o  s t a t e ,  n a t i o n a l ,  and world l e a d e r s ,  a  doub l ing  of t h e  
town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and expans ion  and improvement of t h e  town ' s  
commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s .  

The L a n c a s t e r  Mills Company i n  1877 o p e r a t e  1520 looms, employed 
1115 o p e r a t i v e s ,  and produced more than  15  m i l l i o n  y a r d s  of 
c l o t h .  The next  1 5  y e a r s  marked t h e  g r e a t e s t  expans ion  f o r  t h e  
company. In 1891,  a  new f o u r  s t o r y  mill  was e r e c t e d ;  by 1893 t h e  
number of looms i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  t o  3500 and t h e  number of 
employees t o  2000. T h i s  growth con t inued  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  20th  
c e n t u r y .  The Amory M i l l ,  a  f o u r  s t o r y ,  b r i c k  and s t e e l  m i l l ,  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1912 and by t h e  end of t h e  decade a n o t h e r  1000 
looms had been added. When p l a n s  f o r  t h e  Wachusett  R e s e r v o i r  
c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  of t h e  company's wa te r  power, two 
Cooper-Corl i s s  steam e n g i n e s  were i n s t a l  l e d  t o  power e l e c t r i c a l  
g e n e r a t o r s ,  p roducing  2900 k i l o w a t t s  of e l e c t r i c i t y .  By 1899, t h e  
e n t i r e  p l a n t  was d r i v e n  by e l e c t r i c i t y ,  t h e  f i r s t  t e x t i l e  p l a n t  i n  
New England t o  be f u l l y  powered by e l e c t r i c i t y  from g e n e r a t o r s  
d i r e c t l y  connected  t o  r e c i p r o c a t i n g  e n g i n e s .  

Bigelow C a r p e t  Company had by 1885 become t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  world 
f o r  t h e  manufac ture  of  J a c q u a r d ,  Wil son, and Brussel  s C a r p e t s ,  
employing 1200 o p e r a t i v e s  and a n n u a l l y  producing  1 . 5  m i l l  i on  y a r d s  
of c a r p e t .  The weaving m i l l s  on Union S t r e e t  were g r e a t l y  
expanded d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  M i l l s  e r e c t e d  i n  1855 and 57 were 
r e b u i l t  and e n l a r g e d  i n  1885;  new b u i l d i n g  were b u i l t  i n  1876,  
1886,  1903,  and 1907. In 1899,  t h e  company merged w i t h  t h e  Lowell 
Manufac tur ing  Company, f o r  which E r a s t u s  B i  gelow f i r s t  developed 
t h e  i n g r a i n  c a r p e t  loom d u r i n g  t h e  1840s.  A second merger i n  1914 
j o i n e d  t h e  Bigelow Carpe t  Company w i t h  t h e  H a r t f o r d  Carpe t  
C o r p o r a t i o n  of Thompsonvi l le ,  CT.  and New York, forming t h e  
Bigelow-Hartford Carpe t  Corpora t ion  of M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  w i t h  m i l l s  
l o c a t e d  i n  Lowel l ,  C l i n t o n ,  Thompsonvi l le ,  New York, and 
P a t t e r s o n ,  NJ and a  combined workforce  of more then  5000. O u t p u t  
exceeded 12 .5  m i l l i o n  y a r d s  a n n u a l l y .  The p roduc t s  of t h e s e  m i l l s  
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c o v e r e d  t h e  f l o o r s  o f  mos t  l a r g e  h o t e l s  and t h e a t e r s  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  P t ~ l l m a n  c a t s ,  ocean l i n e r s ,  s t eamers ,  and many homes. 

The t h i r d  l a r g e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  C l i n t o n  was t h e  
C l i n t o n  W i re  C l o t h  Company, a w o r l d  l e a d e r  by 1885 w i t h  s i x  m i l l s  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  C l i n t o n .  Nearby 1000  employees worked  t h e  m i l l s  a t  
t h e  s t a r t  o f  Wor l d  War I. 

A number o f  new m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n c e r n s  appeared  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  
w h i l e  o t h e r s  were d i s c o n t i n u e d .  The H a r r i s  comb f a c t o r y  c l o s e d  i n  
1881 and t h e  b u i l d i n g s  were  pu rchased  by  t h e  L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s  f o r  
use as  tenements  and s t o r e h o u s e s ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  one combmaking 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1895. A t a n n e r y  was e r e c t e d  on R i g b y  Road i n  
1876 b u t  b u r n e d  i n  1880.  Three  b o o t  and shoe m a n u f a c t o r i e s  
e x i s t e d  i n  1895. The t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand as f o u r  
w o r s t e d ,  y a r n ,  and t r a n s l u c e n t  f a b r i c  m i l l s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
e x i s t i n g  o r  new m i l l s .  A t h i r d  bank,  t h e  C l i n t o n  C o o p e r a t i v e  
Bank, was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1887. By 1895, f o u r  p r i n t i n g  and newspaper 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  C l i n t o n .  

The g r e a t e s t  i n c r e a s e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e s ,  a s  22 
m a s t e r  b u i l d e r s  and c o n t r a c t o r s  were  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1895 census ,  
more t h a n  t r i p l e  t h e  1875  f i g u r e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  much o f  t h e  
commer ica l  c e n t e r  was r e b u i l t  w i t h  new b r i c k  commer ica l  b l o c k s  and 
p r i v a t e  and company h o u s i n g  expanded w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
w o r k f o r c e .  By 1900 t h e  L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s  Company had e r e c t e d  more 
t h a n  200 tenements ,  i n c l  u d i n g  s e v e r a l  b r i c k  rowhouses on Grove 
S t r e e t .  The B i g e l o w  C a r p e t  Company a1 so b u i l t  a d d i t i o n a l  
tenements  f o r  i t s  employees,  i n c l u d i n g  an a t t r a c t i v e ,  b l o c k - l o n g  
b r i c k  rowhause on N e l s o n  S t r e e t  o p p o s i t e  t h e  s p i n n i n g  m i l l s .  

Economic slowdowns and p e r i o d s  o f  d u l l  t r a d e  t h r o u g h  t h e  1880s and 
90s l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  labor -management  c o n f l i c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  
t h e  L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s .  L a y o f f s  and r e d u c t i o n s  o f  wages i n  1895 l e d  
t o  two s t r i k e s  by  weavers  and 2600 o p e r a t i o n s .  C l i n t o n  W i r e  C l o t h  
Co. m i l l s  were s t r u c k  t h e  same y e a r  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  wage 
r e d u c t i o n s .  I n  1896, weavers  a t  L a n c a s t e r  M i l l s  s t r u c k  a g a i n ,  and 
i n  1897 t h e  C l i n t o n  Wors ted  Company e x p e r i e n c e d  a  w a l k o u t  by  
weavers  demanding i n c r e a s e d  wages. 

The v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n  C l i n t o n ' s  60  o r  so s m a l l  
f a r m s  peaked i n  t h e  1890s a f t e r  i n c r e a s i n g  n e a r l y  f o u r - f o l d  s i n c e  
1875 t o  $54,000. The g r e a t e s t  advances o c c u r r e d  i n  m i l k  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  w h i c h  c o m p r i s e d  27% o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  f a r m  goods 
i n  1895.  A l s o  i m p o r t a n t  were  greenhouse and ho thouse  p r o d u c t s  
( 1 4 % ) ,  p o u l t r y  ( 15 .6%) ,  hay and f o d d e r  (19 .3%) ,  and 
v e g t a b l e s ( 7 . 6 % ) .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : T r a d i t i o n a l  mu1 t i  - f a m i l y  w o r k e r s  h o u s i n g  c o n t i n u e d  
i n t o  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  b r i c k  tenement  ca.  1900.  S e v e r a l  
p r e t e n t i o u s  Queen Anne, V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c ,  and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
d w e l l i n g s  n o r t h  o f  C e n t r a l  Park  c o n s t r u c t e d  by m i l l  owners.  More 
modes t  p o p u l a r  s t y l e s  a l o n g  t h  n o r t h e r n  s l o p e  o f  B u r d e t t  H i l l  t o  
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Summit S t r e e t  and a round  F r a n k l i n  S q u a r e .  E a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  
deve lopment  from Summit t o  W i n t e r  S t r e e t s .  One f o u r  s q u a r e  and 
one t r i p l e  d e c k e r  no t ed .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : S t .  J o h n ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church (begun  1875 ,  
comple t ed  1 8 8 6 ) :  b r i c k  High V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c ;  Church of  t h e  Good 
S h e p h e r d ,  Ep i scopa l  ( 1876 -77 )  : low s h i n g l e d  Cra f t sman  - 
i n f l u e n c e d  b u i l d i n g  now s h e a t h e d  i n  aluminum s i d i n g :  German 
C h u r c h  ( 1 8 8 8 ) :  smal l  f r ame  G o t h i c  w i t h  s q u a r e  t ower ;  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  ( 1892 -99 )  : t h i r d  b u i l d i n g  f o r  C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  
b u f f  b r i c k  g o t h i c  s t r u c t u r e .  High s choo l  b u i l  d i n g  (1 8 8 5 )  : 
t w o - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  Romanesque; F lagg  S t r e e t  School  ( 1 8 9 8 )  : 
t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  w i t h  h i p p e d - r o o f  and c e n t r a l  p a v i l l i o n ;  grammar 
s c h o o l  ( c a .  1 9 0 0 ) :  two and o n e - h a l f  s t o r y  b r i c k  Queen 
Anne /Colon ia l  R e v i v a l .  Pub1 i c  1  i b r a r y  e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 7 3 ) .  Town Hal l  
( 1871 -73 ) :  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  w i t h  t h r e e - s t o r y  c e n t r a l  s q u a r e  
t a v e r n ;  C l  i n t o n  H o s p i t a l  ( 1  8 9 2 )  ; Two-s to ry ,  f i v e - b a y  h ipped  farm 
C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  ; C e n t r a l  F i r e  S t a t i o n  ( 1  8 9 8 )  : two-and-one-ha1 f  
s t o r y  b r i c k  g a b l e  end C o l o n i a l  Reviva l  w i t h  s i d e  t ower ;  Holden 
Memorial B u i l d i n g  (1  9 0 8 ) :  t w o - s t o r y  f i v e - b a y  h ipped  r o o f  C o l o n i a l  
Reviva l  by Emil Grewey; new town h a l l  1909:  two and o n e - h a l f  s t o r y  
b r i c k  b lock  w i t h  c r e n e l l a t e d  tower  by Peabody and S t e a r n s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Cont inued  e x p a n s i o n  of  t e x t i l e  and r e l a t e d  f a c t o r i e s  
e v i d e n c e  i n  sp rawl  i n g  m i l l  complexes ,  g e n e r a l l y  t w o - t h r e e - s t o r y  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  c o r v e l l e d  c o r n i c e s .  Cl i n t o n  Wire C l o t h  
Company complex i n c l u d e d  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  n i n e  and one-ha1 f  s t o r y  
b r i c k  tower  ( n o  l o n g e r  e x i s t i n g ) .  

Commercial : Development r e a c h e d  i t s  peak d u r i n g  t h e  1880s .  High 
S t r e e t  r e t a i n s  i m p r e s s i v e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  two-and t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  
s t o r e f r o n t s ,  many w i t h  we1 1  p r e s e r v e d  I t a l  i a n a t e ,  G o t h i c ,  and 
Romanesque d e t a i l i n g .  High and Church S t r e e t s  remain ma jo r  
downtown i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD (1915-1 940 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

S t r e e t c a r  l i n e s  a r e  abandoned by t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s ,  and l o c a l  r oads  
a r e  improved a s  a u t o m o b i l e  highways.  By 1925 ,  Main S t r e e t ,  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Road (Rou te  110  n o r t h  of  Wachuse t t  R e s e r v o i r )  t o  West 
B o y l s t o n  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  7 0 ) ,  B e r l i n  Road ( R o u t e  6 2 ) ,  and  High S t e e t  
(Rou te  1 1 0 )  a r e  improved a s  r e g i o n a l  h ighways.  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  d r o p s  ( - 7 5 2 ) ,  i r r e g u l a r l y  form 1915 ( 1 3 ,  1 9 2 )  t o  1940 
( 1 2 , 4 4 0 ) .  Peak of  1 4 ,  180  i n  1925.  New M e t h o d i s t  Church b u i l t  
1927 ,  Greek Orthodox Church b u i l t  1926.  Synagogue S h a a r e i  Zedeck 
b u i l t  1929 ,  Our Lady J a s n a  Gora ( P o l i s h )  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  b u i l t  c a .  
1930.  Ro ta ry  Club formed 1929 .  S i g n i f i c a n t  l o c a l  h a r d s h i p s  
d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

C l  i n t o n  Highlands r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  developed a s  e a r l y  automobile  
suburb.  Some s o u t h e r n  e x t e n s i o n  of  B u r d e t t  Hill  a r e a .  Automobile 
c o r r i d o r  deve lops  on n o r t h e r n  High S t r e e t  (Route 1 1 0 ) .  Other  
minor developments  a t  edges of e x i s t i n g  neighborhoods.  

Economi c  Base 

Fol lowing World War I ,  p r o s p e r i t y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  m i l l s  of C l i n t o n  
d u r i n g  t h e  1920s.  A1 though slowdowns and some c l o s i n g s  occur red  
d u r i n g  t h e  Depress ion  of t h e  1930s ,  most of C l i n t o n ' s  major 
i n d u s t r i e s  con t inued  o r  were r e p l a c e d  by o t h e r  f i r m s ,  though 
r a r e l y  a t  t h e  same l e v e l  of employment. 

Changes i n  f a s h i o n  and t a s t e  f o r c e d  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  L a n c a s t e r  
M i l l s '  p roduc t ion  of gingham; i n s t e a d  of weaving rayon and c o t t o n  
m i x t u r e ,  d r a p e r i n g  and u p h o l s t e r y  f a b r i c ,  s l i p  c o v e r s  and 
s h e e t i n g s  were under t aken .  By 1928,  1000 employees were t u r n i n g  
o u t  17 .5  m i l l i o n  y a r d s  of f a b r i c .  The same y e a r  t h e  company s o l d  
i t s  tenements  t o  p r i v a t e  owners ,  a  h a r b i n g e r  of t h e  f i n a l  removal 
of  t h e  company a f t e r  t h e  War. 

The Bigelow-Hartford C a r p e t  Company renewed p roduc t ion  of c a r p e t s  
a f t e r  World War I ,  when most of t h e i r  machinery was devoted t o  t h e  
manufac ture  of c o t t o n  duck and b l a n k e t s .  In 1929,  a  merger 
occur red  w i t h  Stephen Sanford  and Sons of  Amsterdam, N . Y . ,  
produce r s  of broadloom c a r p e t s ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e  bigel ow-Sanford 
Carpe t  Company. Desp i t e  t h i s  merger which expanded Bige low ' s  
s h a r e  of t h e  market t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  low and middle p r i c e d  axmins te r  
c a r p e t s  produced by t h e  Sanford  M i l l s ,  t h e  C l i n t o n  f a c t o r i e s  were 
c l o s e d  i n  1933. Company e x e c u t i v e s  f e l t  t h e  o ld  machines and 
m i l l  b u i l d i n g s  were o b s o l e t e  and could  not be economica l ly  adap ted  
t o  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s  and t o  t h e  space  demands of newer machinery 
and p r o c e s s e s .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  vaca ted  m i l l s  were occupied  by a  
v a r i e t y  of s m a l l e r ,  mixed manufac tu r ing  c o n c e r n s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  
among them t h e  B lacks tone  P l u s h  M i l l s ,  I n c . ,  manufac tu re r s  of p i l e  
f a b r i c s .  They were a b l e  t o  employ a  number of t h e  former c a r p e t  
mi l l  workers .  Others  were employed by a  small  c a r p e t  
manufac tu r ing  and t e x t i l e  p r o c e s s i n g  f i r m  s e t  u p  a t  t h e  Water S t .  
Mill of t h e  fo rmer  C l i n t o n  Worsted Company. C l i n t o n  Wire Cloth 
Company s u r v i v e d  t h e  1930s because of a  merger i n  t h e  l a t e  1920s 
of wi re  f i r m s  i n  Worces t e r ,  Palmer,  Spencer ,  and C l i n t o n  t o  form 
t h e  Wickwire-Spencer S t e e l  Corp. A p a y r o l l  of 1100 employees 
con t inued  a t  t h e  C l i n t o n  p l a n t  through t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  
new b u i l d i n g s  and improvements i n  machinery p u t  i n  p l a c e .  

During World War I ,  a  manufac tu re r  of f i n e  women's woolen and 
d r e s s  goods was e s t a b l i s h e d  and by 1930 was C l i n t o n ' s  f o u r t h  
l a r g e s t  employer.  Roubaix M i l l s  occupied  t h e  o l d  C l i n t o n  Wall 
T r u n k  Manufac tur ing  Company F a c t o r y  and grew t o  number 300 
employees.  A s i l k  y a r n  s p i n n i n g  d i v i s i o n  was added i n  1927 and 
employed 50. The same y e a r ,  E .  R .  Buck C h a i r  Company occupied t h e  
vacan t  S t e r l i n g  Worsted M i l l s  on Rigby Road. 
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Success fu l  r euse  of t h e  Bigelow Carpet  M i l l s  and i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 
new manufac tu r ing  conce rns  a l lowed C l i n t o n ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  economy t o  
s u r v i v e  t h e  removal of i t s  major i n d u s t r y  and c l o s i n g  of s e v e r a l  
of t h e  s m a l l e r  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  w i t h o u t  too  s e r i o u s  a  d e p r e s s i o n  o r  
l o s s  of p o p u l a t i o n .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Decl i n e  i n  growth of r e s i d e n t i a l  development compare 
t o  t h a t  of 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  B u r d e t t  Hill  development c o n t i n u e s  
between Summit and Winter  S t r e e t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : No s i g n i f i c a n t  development d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
Commercial : Commercial boom on t h e  decl  i n e ;  no major c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
One Co lon ia l  Revival gas s t a t i o n  a t  High and Water S t r e e t s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  of new c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  e x i s t i n g  m i l l  
b u i l d i n g s  remain i n  o p e r a t i o n .  
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