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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: A p r i  1 ,  1982  COMMUNITY: Amhers t  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

A m h e r s t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  v a r i a b l e  t e r r a i n .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
town  c o n s i s t s  o f  m o d e r a t e ,  r o l l i n g  u p l a n d s  w i t h  e l e v a t i o n s  g e n e r a l l y  
r a n g i n g  be tween  200 -600  f e e t  above  sea l e v e l .  However,  t h e  r u g g e d  
H o l y o k e  Range, w h i c h  e x t e n d s  b e t w e e n  H a d l e y  and  Amhers t ,  d o m i n a t e s  
t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  w i t h  e l e v a t i o n s  r e a c h i n g  as  h i g h  as  
833 f e e t  ( M t .  N o r t h o t t u c k ) .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h i s  r a n g e  has  impeded  
d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  A m h e r s t  and  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  L a r g e  
t r a c t s  o f  l o w l a n d s  o c c u r  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Amhers t  and t h e  l o w e r  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  town.  Much o f  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e a  i s  
composed o f  m a r s h l a n d .  Two s m a l l - m o d e r a t e  s i z e d  r i v e r s  r u n  t h r o u g h  
n o r t h e r n  and c e n t r a l  A m h e r s t  and a l s o  f l o w s  i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t .  
L o c a l  f r e s h w a t e r  b o d i e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  n a t u r a l  and 
manmade ponds.  

I I. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES: 

O r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  as  p a r t  o f  H a d l e y  P l a n t a t i o n  i n  1661 w i t h  
n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  a t  Swampf i  e l  d  ( S u n d e r 1  a n d - L e v e r e t t )  e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n  
1673.  S u r v e y e d  a s  O u t w a r d  Commons d i v i s i o n  i n  1703 w i t h  e a s t e r n  
b o u n d a r y  a t  E q u i v a l e n t  Lands  (Be1 c h e r t o w n - P e l h a m )  e s t a b l  i shed i n  
1713.  Formed as E a s t  H a d l e y  p r e c i n c t  i n  1734,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  as  
Amhers t  d i s t r i c t  i n  1759 and as  a  town  i n  1775,  w i t h  s o u t h e r n  
b o u n d a r y  a t  c r e s t  o f  Moun t  H o l y o k e  Range ( G r a n b y ) .  N o r t h w e s t  
s e c t i o n  annexed f r o m  H a d l e y  i n  1814.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

I m p o r t a n t  c o l l e g e  c e n t e r  and s u b u r b a n  town  on p r i m a r y  w e s t e r n  
c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  W o r c e s t e r  a n d  N o r t h a m p t o n .  L o c a t e d  on t h e  edge o f  
c e n t r a l  u p l a n d s  and C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e  
p o t e n t i a l  s u s p e c t e d  a l o n g  M i l  1  R i v e r  a n d  Amhers t  C o l l e g e  H i 1  1  . 
E a r l y  c o r r i d o r  o f  t r a v e l  on Bay Road f r o m  B r o o k f i e l  d  t o  H a d l e y  
d u r i n g  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d  a l o n g  base o f  Moun t  H o l y o k e  Range. S e t t l e d  
d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  f r o m  H a d l e y  as  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  
common d i v i s i o n  h i g h w a y s  i n t a c t  a s  p r i m a r y  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  on 
P l e a s a n t  and  E a s t  S t r e e t s .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  on 
C o l l e g e  H i l l  b y  m i d - 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  a  few  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  houses  o f  
G e o r g i a n  s t y l e  i n  A m h e r s t  c e n t e r  and some C o l o n i a l  c o t t a g e s  on 
o u t l y i n g  r o a d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  examp le  f r o m  Q u a b b i n  towns .  P r i m a r y  
e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  o f  d i s t i n c t  
v i l l a g e  c e n t e r s .  C r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p a l m - l e a f  h a t s  i n  N o r t h  
A m h e r s t  a l o n g  M i l l  R i v e r  power  s i t e s  i n  F a c t o r y  H o l l o w  and l o c a l  
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  d i s t r i c t  a t  S o u t h  Amhers t  common, each c e n t e r  w i t h  
l a n d m a r k  N e o - C l a s s i c a l  c h u r c h  and w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  b r i c k  houses  o f  
s t y l i s h  d e s i g n ,  i n c l u d i n g  n o t a b l e  s e t  a l o n g  Bay Road and R o u t e  63. 
S i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A m h e r s t  C e n t e r  d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
w i t h  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t  o f  Amhers t  C o l l e g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  
o r i g i n a l  F e d e r a l  b r i c k  d o r m i t o r i e s  a n d  e a r l y  Greek R e v i v a l  c h a p e l  on 
C o l l e g e  H i l l .  C o n t i n u e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Amhers t  C e n t e r  w i t h  r a i l r o a d  
c o n n e c t i o n s  



d u r i n g  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  c r e a t i n g  d e p o t  d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  Ma in  
S t r e e t  a c i s  t o  E a s t  V i l l a g e  w i t h  s u r v i v a l  o f  o r i g i n a l  s t a t i o n  a n d  
Greek R e v i v a l  c h u r c h  o f  e c c e n t r i c  d e s i g n .  Commerc ia l  d i s t r i c t  
f o r m e d  a r o u n d  Amhers t  common w i t h  V i c t o r i a n  b r i c k  b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  
c o m p l e t e l y  i n t a c t  on N o r t h  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  A f f l u e n t  s u b u r b a n  
d i s t r i c t  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  t o  d e p o t  w i t h  s u r v i v a l  o f  
s e v e r a l  i m p r e s s i v e  I t a l i a n a t e  and  Mansard  houses  and l a n d m a r k  s t o n e  
c h u r c h  o f  i n n o v a t i v e  G o t h i c  d e s i g n .  S e c o n d a r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  
d e v e l o p e d  on N o r t h  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  f r o m  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  
m o d e s t  houses  o f  mi  d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s t y 1  e. Amhers t  C o l l e g e  c o n t i n u e d  
e x p a n s i o n  w i t h  P r o f e s s o r ' s  Row on S o u t h  p l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  and 
s p e c i a l  i z e d  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h i n  campus, i n c l u d i n g  e a r l y  o c t a g o n  
o b s e r v a t o r y  on M e e t i n g h o u s e  H i l l  and V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  c h a p e l .  

E x p a n s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l  e t e  ( U  
Mass)  on N o r t h  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  a f t e r  C i v i l  War, marked  b y  Romanesque 
s t o n e  c h a p e l  as o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  e l e m e n t  o f  o r i g i n a l  campus 
b u i l d i n g s .  B u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a r o u n d  Amhers t  common f u r t h e r  d e f i n e d  
d u r i n g  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  c o m m e r i c a l  b l o c k s  and l a n d m a r k  town 
h a l l  o f  R i c h a r d s o n i a n  s t y l e .  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  b o t h  Amhers t  and  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c o l l e g e  campuses c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  
w i t h  numerous b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  o f  Beauz A r t s  and G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l  
s t y l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  gymnasium a t  U Mass and c o l l e g e  i n n  a t  A m h e r s t  
Common. R e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  g r a d u a l l y  expanded  a l o n g  p r i m a r y  
a r t e r i s  f r o m  town c e n t e r  w i t h  u s e  o f  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  and some 
s t r u c c o  C r a f t s m a n  d e s i g n s ,  i n c l  u d i n g  f r a t e r n i t y  r o w  o f  i m p r e s s i v e  
h o u s e s  on N o r t h a m p t o n  S t r e e t .  Suburban  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  
t h r o u g h  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d ,  w i t h  s t a t u s  d i s t r i c t  i n  S o u t h  Amhers t  
o f  F e d e r a l  R e v i v a l  houses  and  l a t e  examp le  o f  F r a n k  L l o y d  W r i g h t .  

P r e s e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r e s s u r e  mos t  e v i d e n t  a l o n g  R o u t e  9  c o r r i d o r  t o  
B e l c h e r t o w n  and a l o n g  R o u t e  116  f r o m  U Mass campus t o  N o r t h  a m h e r s t ,  
each w i t h  i n t e n s e  c o m m e r i c a l  a c t i v i t y  and e x p a n d i n g  c l u s t e r  
a p a r t m e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  E x p a n s i v e  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  e v i d e n t  
a l o n g  a l l  s e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  f r o m  town c e n t e r  t o  S o u t h  Amhers t  and  F l a t  
H i l l s  g r a d u a l l y  e r o d i n g  r e m a i n i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e .  B u s i n e s s  
d i s t r i c t  a r o u n d  Amhers t  common now e x p a n d i n g  i n t o  a d j a c e n t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  o f  N o r t h  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  s e r i o u s l y  i m p a c t i n g  
s u r v i v i n g  s u b u r b a n  houses ,  w h i l e  l o c a l  t r a f f i c  f l o w  on M a i n  S t r e e t  
a x i s  t o  E a s t  V i l l a g e  l i k e w i s e  a f f e c t i n g  s t a b i l i t y  o f  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  
f a b r i c .  E a r l y  c o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  U Mass campus a p p e a r  i s o l a t e d  
a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  e x p a n s i o n ,  w h i l e  s i m i l a r  p r e s s u r e  
a p p e a r s  e v i d e n t  on s e c o n d a r y  b u i l  d i n g s  a r o u n d  Amhers t  C o l l e g e .  
O u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r s  r e t a i n  r e m a r k a b l e  i n t e g r i t y  d e s p i t e  
s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m o s t  n o t a b l y ,  S o u t h  Amhers t  common, a1 t h o u g h  
E a s t  V i l l a g e  and  N o r t h  A m h e r s t  now s u f f e r  f r o m  c o m m e r i c a l  i n t r u s i o n  
on t r a f f i c  a r t e r i e s .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  5 0 0 - 1 6 2 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r y  c o r r i d o r  f r o m  c e n t r a l  u p l a n d s  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  w i t h  
e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  documented as  Bay Road a l o n g  base  o f  Mound H o l y o k e  
( S y l v e s t e r ,  1879,  I, p. 2 3 7 ) .  C o n n e c t i n g  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  
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a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w e d  f r o m  Bay Road t o  M i l l  R i v e r  roadway  a s  
S o u t h e a s t - S h a y s - P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s  ( r o u t e  1 1 6 )  a l o n g  h i l l  c r e s t  o f  
M t .  P o l l u - M t .  C a t o r  t o  Amhers t  C o l l e g e  H i 1  1. S e c o n d a r y  e a s t - w e s t  
t r a i l  t o  h i g h l a n d s  i s  c o n j e c t u r e d  a l o n g  M i l l  R i v e r  as  Meadow St. ,  
M a r k e t  H i l l  Road, and a s  Pe lham Road a l o n g  Amhers t  B rook .  T r a i l  
n o r t h  f r o m  M i l l  R i v e r  f o r d w a y  a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w e d  a x i s  o f  Rou te  6 3  
( S u n d e r  l a n d ) ,  w i t h  c o n n e c t i n g  p a t h  t h r o u g h  Mount  H o l y o k e  N o t c h  
r e p o r t e d  as  a x i s  o f  Rou te  1 1 6  ( G r a n b y  B i c e n t e n n i a l ,  1968 ,  p .24) .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

T h e r e  were  no  r e p o r t e d  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  s i t e s  i n  Amhers t .  One n a t i v e  
s i t e  w i t h  p r o b a b l e  E a r l y  M i d d l e  Woodland componen ts  was l o c a t e d  i n  
N o r t h  A m h e r s t  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r ,  w h i l e  t w o  u n d a t e d  n a t i v e  
s i t e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  n e a r  M i l l  V a l l e y  a l o n g  t h e  F o r t  R i v e r .  N a t i v e  
p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  m o s t  l i k e l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s m a l l  m o d e r a t e  s i z e d  
camps e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  l o w - l a n d s  o f  N o r t h  Amhers t  and 
c e n t r a l  Amhers t .  These s i t e s  were  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t i v e  due t o  
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  and w a t e r w a y s  ( M i l l  a n d  F o r t  
r i v e r s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  A d d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n  may have  t a k e n  
p l a c e  i n  t h e  g e n t l e  u p l a n d s  o f  S o u t h  Amhers t .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

The A m h e r s t  a r e a  had  a  m o d e r a t e  amount  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  s u i t a b l e  
f o r  n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l o w l a n d s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
N o r t h  A m h e r s t  be tween  E a s t  V i l l a g e  and  Lawrence  Swamp and  t h e  g e n t l e  
u p l a n d s  t o  S o u t h  Amhers t .  The f o r t  and M i l l  R i v e r s  and t h e i r  
t r i b u t a r i e s  woul  d  h a v e  been l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g .  
N a t i v e  h u n t i n g  p r o b a b l y  f o c u s e d  on t h e  F l a t  H i l l s ,  t h e  H o l y o k e  Range 
and  Lawrence  Swamp. 

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  p r o b a b l y  was m o d e r a t e  
s i n c e  Amhers t  was s i t u a t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  e a s t  o f  t h e  r i c h ,  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  and  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  o f  H a d l e y .  The 
Amhers t  a r e a  l i k e l y  was u t i l i z e d  b y  t h e  H a d l e y  ( N o r t h w o t t u c k )  
n a t i v e s  as a  s e c o n d a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i t e .  The a r e a ' s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
s e n s i t i v i t y  i s  f a i r  t o  good, p r i m a r i l y  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  Amhers t  and 
t h e  l o w l a n d s  and g e n t l e  u p l a n d s  betwwen E a s t  V i l l a g e  and t h e  H o l y o k e  
Range and w e s t  o f  S o u t h  Amhers t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1675)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  b e t w e e n  Had1 e y  and B rook  f i e 1  d  i m p r o v e d  as 
Bay Road t o  B o s t o n  ( S y l v e s t e r ,  1879,  I, p,  2 3 7 )  w i t h  c o n n e c t i n g  
n o r t h - s o u t h  p a t h  a1 ong  S o u t h e a s t - S h a y s - P l  e a s a n t  S t r e e t s  t o  M i l  1  
R i v e r  ( N o r t h  A m h e r s t )  and S u n d e r l a n d .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

A m h e r s t  p r o b a b l y  h a d  a  s m a l l  t o  m o d e r a t e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The 
a r e a  l a c k e d  a  p e r m a n e n t  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  . 
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p r o b a b l y  r e m a i n e d  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  
t h o s e  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d .  

D. Economic  Base:  

N a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  and  h u n t i n g  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be u n d e r t a k e n  
i n  t h e  Amhers t  a r e a .  C o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  H a d l e y  u t i l i z e d  t h i s  
a r e a  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  l a n d  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

E. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

Amhers t  f u n c t i o n e d  as  a  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  
H a d l e y .  A c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount  o f  o v e r l a n d  t r a f f i c  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  a r e a  due t o  A m h e r s t ' s  l o c a t i o n  on r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  (Bay  P a t h ) .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1 7 7 5 )  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

S u r v e y  o f  H a d l e y  O u t w a r d  Commons ( 1  7 0 3 )  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i m a r y  
n o r t h - s o u t h  rangeways  a s  S o u t h  P l  e a s a n t - E a s t  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s  and 
M i d d l e - S o u t h e a s t - N o r t h e a s t  S t r e e t s  t o  F l a t  H i l l  Road. L o c a t i o n  o f  
E a s t  H a d l e y  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  7 4 0 )  c r e a t e d  r a d i a l  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  f r o m  
Amhers t  t own  c e n t e r .  P r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  h i g h w a y  t o  H a d l e y  and  Pe lham 
d e f i n e d  a s  M a i n  S t r e e t  w i t h  c o n n e c t i n g  r o u t e  t o  B e l c h e r t o w n  a s  Rou te  
9. O t h e r  p e r i o d  h i g h w a y s  i n c l u d e d  H a d l e y  M i l l  Lane,  Pomeroy, and 
S t a t i o n  Roads as  e a s t - w e s t  rangeways .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

It i s  d o u b t f u l  A m h e r s t  h a d  a  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
P e r i o d .  The e a r l  i e s t  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  a r e a ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
a p p e a r s  t o  be  a  l i s t  o f  A m h e r s t ' s  l a n d h o l d e r s  ( 1 8 )  i n  1731.  By 
1765,  Amhers t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  96 d w e l l i n g  houses ,  104  f a m i l i e s  a n d  645 
r e s i d e n t i a l  6  o f  whom w e r e  b l a c k .  P o p u l a t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  916 
i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  1776.  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  were  f o r m e r  
Had1 e y ,  N o r t h a m p t o n  and H a t f i e l  d  r e s i d e n t s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

L o c a l  t r a d i t i o n  c l a i m s  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r  was a  M r .  
F o o t e  who i n  1703 b u i l t  a  " s h a n t y "  i n  t h e  " e a s t  p a r t  o f  t o w n "  
s l i g h t l y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  N o r t h e a s t  S t r e e t  and  Pe lham Road 
( H o l l a n d  1 8 5 5 : I I ,  1 6 5 ) .  However,  h e  r e m a i n e d  o n l y  a  s h o r t  t i m e .  
E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p e r m a n e n t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  c .  1728 
w i t h  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  number o f  s e t t l e r s  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  t o w n s  
c i t e d  above.  P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  p r i m a r i l y  a l o n g  t h e  town 
common d i v i s i o n  h i g h w a y s  ( P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t I W e s t  S t r e e t ,  F l a t  H i l l s  
R o a d / N o r t h e a s t / S o u t h e a s t  S t r e e t s ) .  Somewhat l e s s  s e t t l e m e n t  
o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  t h i r d  o f  R o u t e  1 1 6  ( b e t w e e n  
A m h e r s t I S u n d e r l a n d  l i n e  and  v i l l a g e  o f  A m h e r s t ) ,  M a i n  S t r e e t I P e l  ham 
Road and t h e  Bay Road. By t h e  m i d - 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  c i v i c  and  
c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r  had  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  
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j u n c t i o n  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  a n d  R o u t e  116 .  A m h e r s t ' s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
was b u i l t  ( i n i t i a t e d  1740,  c o m p l e t e d  1 7 5 2 )  s l i g h t l y  s o u t h  o f  t h i s  
j u n c t i o n  w h i l e  t w o  i n n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  n e a r  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  
t h e  l a t e  1 7 5 0 ' s .  The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  s c h o o l  h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  
same a r e a  i n  1766.  

D. Economic  Base:  

A g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r s u i t  o f  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  M a j o r  c r o p s  
i n c l u d e d  h a y ,  g r a i n  and  a p p l e s  ( c i d e r ) .  By 1771,  Amhers t  f a r m e r s  
h a d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  m o r e  p a s t u r e  l a n d  t h a n  t h e  m o t h e r t o w n  o f  H a d l e y  
( C a r p e n t e r  and W a t e r h o u s e  1 8 9 6 : 7 4 ) .  R e g u l a r  t r a d e  was c a r r i e d  on 
w i t h  B o s t o n .  L o c a l  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  as  g r a i n ,  m e a t  a n d  p o t a s h  were  
s e n t  o u t  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t e a ,  c o f f e e ,  rum, m o l a s s e s  and c e r a m i c s  
( I b i d :  59, 7 5 ) .  L o c a l  i n d u s t r y  was l i m i t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  M i l l  
a n d  F o r t  r i v e r s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 4 0 ' s  , N a t h a n i e l  K e l l o g g  e r e c t e d  a  
s a w m i l l  and  g r i s t  m i l l  on t h e  f o r m e r  r i v e r .  E p h r a i m  K e l l o g  
i n i t i a t e d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  t h i r d  m i l l  ( g r i s t )  on  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  
p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  1 7 4 0 ' s .  A m i l l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  F o r t  R i v e r  
p r i o r  t o  1748 .  By 1771 ,  A m h e r s t  i n d u s t r y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  " 2  g r i s t  
m i l l s ,  3  s a w m i l l s ,  2  p o t a s h  w o r k s  a n d  1 4  s h o p s n  ( C a r p e n t e r  and  
W a t e r h o u s e  1 8 9 6 : 7 4 ) .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  a  dozen  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  h o u s e s  and a  
s m a l l e r  number o f  c o t t a g e s  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  i n  Amhers t .  The e a r l i e s t  
o f  t h e s e  i s  t h e  B o l t w o o d - S t o c k b r i d g e  House,  d a t e d  1728,  now t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  F a c u l t y  C l u b .  T h i s  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  f i v e  bay  f a c a d e  a n d  i n t e g r a l  
l e a n - t o .  M o s t  o t h e r  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v i v i n g  d a t e  f r o m  t h e  
1 7 4 0 ' s  a n d  1 7 5 0 ' s .  Among t h e s e  a r e  s e v e r a l  n o t a b l y  e a r l y  c e n t e r  
h a l l  p l a n  h o u s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  K e l l o g g  House ( 1 7 5 8 )  and t h e  Noah 
D i c k i n s o n  House ( 1  7 5 4 ) ;  t h e  K e l l o g g  House i s  a l s o  o f  v o t e  f o r  i t s  
f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  d o u b l e  p i l e  f l o o r  p l a n .  The use o f  t h e  g a m b r e l  r o o f  
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been  f a i r l y  common i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a s  s e v e r a l  houses  
and c o t t a g e s  a d o p t i n g  t h a t  f o r m  s u r v i v e .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  S t r o n g  
House ( 1  7481, a  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  g a m b r e l  r o o f ,  
d o r m e r s  a n d  a  p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r a n c e  p o r t i c o  w i t h  p e d i m e n t ;  t h e  l a t t e r  
t w o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  G e o r g i a n  d e t a i l s  seem a l s o  t o  h a v e  been  u s e d  w i t h  
c o m p a r a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  i n  Amhers t .  A n o t h e r  f e a t u r e  n o t e d  i n  Amhers t  
was t h e  u s e  o f  s h a l l o w  e n d  g a b l e  a n d  s e c o n d  s t o r y  o v e r h a n g s .  
Dormers ,  g a m b r e l  r o o f s ,  o v e r h a n g i n g s ,  and e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d s  w i  t h  
p e d i m e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  e m p l o y e d  on  c o t t a g e s  i n  Amhers t .  However ,  t h e  
s m a l l  number o f  c o t t a g e s  s u r v i v i n g  p r o b a b l y  m i s r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  number 
a c t u a l l y  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d :  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  many o f  t h e  s m a l l  
f a r m s t e a d s  w h i c h  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o t t a g e s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t w o - s t o r y  h o u s e s .  P e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  a t  A m h e r s t  
C e n t e r  o n  A m i t y  and M a i n  S t r e e t s ,  o n  N o r t h e a s t  and S o u t h e a s t  S t r e e t s  
a n d  on Bay Road; t h e  Simon S m i t h  House ( 1 7 7 2 )  on  Bay Road, a  c e n t e r  
c h i m n e y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  i n t e g r a l  l e a n - t o ,  has  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  
much e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  P r e c i n c t  o f  
H a d l e y  (now A m h e r s t )  was b u i l t  i n  1735 ;  a  45  x  3 5  f o o t  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  
was n o t  c o m p l e t e d  u n t i l  1752.  The m e e t i n g h o u s e  i s  known t o  h a v e  
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been b u i l t  o f  s p r u c e  s h i n g l e s .  The f i r s t  s c h o o l  h o u s e  known t o  have 
been b u i l t  i n  Amhers t  was t h e  E a s t  H a d l e y  S c h o o l  o f  1764.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  t h e  o n l y  e x t a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  
t h e  B a g g s - D i c k e r s o n  T a v e r n ,  a  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  ( c e n t e r  ha1 1  ) p l a n  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  i n t e g r a l  l e a n - t o ,  on S o u t h e a s t  S t r e e t .  

F. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

A m h e r s t ' s  l o c a t i o n  on a  r e g i o n a l  l y  i m p o r t a n t  e a s t - w e s t  (Bay  P a t h )  
r o u t e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  town w i t h  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  B o s t o n  a r e a  
m a r k e t .  A l t h o u g h  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  commun i t y ,  t h e  town  h a d  enough 
m i l l s  t o  p r o c e s s  f a r m  and t i m b e r  p r o d u c t s  f o r  l o c a l  c o n s u m p t i o n  and  
e x p o r t .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  Amhers t  h a d  o u t s t r i p p e d  
t h e  m o t h e r  t own  o f  H a d l e y  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  and  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  A l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  
s t r e e t s c a p e  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t  a l o n g  w i t h  a  number o f  p r e - 1 7 7 5  
s t r u c t u r e s  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t own  c e n t e r .  

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  r e l o c a t e d  f r o m  Bay Road t o  A m h e r s t  C e n t e r  as  
Be1 c h e r t o w n - M a i n  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  9 ) .  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  N o r t h  Amhers t  
M i l l  s i t e  ( 1  782 )  i n c l u d e d  c o n n e c t i n g  h i g h w a y s  t o  F a c t o r y  H o l l o w .  
D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Amhers t  C o l l e g e  (1821  e s t a b l i s h e d  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t  a s  
e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  t o  M a i n  S t r e e t  t h r o u g h  town  c e n t e r .  

A m h e r s t  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  h a d  t h e  f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  r a t e  o f  g r o w t h  
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  Ware, N o r t h a m p t o n  a n d  P l a i n f i e l d .  Between 1790 
a n d  1 8 3 0  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c l i m b e d  113.3 p e r c e n t  t o  2631 i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  y e a r .  E i g h t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h i s  g r o w t h  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  
t own  decades,  1 8 1 0 - 1 8 3 0  i s  more  t h a n  d o u b l e  t h a t  o f  any  o t h e r  
H a m p s h i r e  town  ( e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  m i l l  town, Ware) ,  t h o u g h  he p r o v i d e s  
no s u i t a b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  d r a m a t i c  r i s e .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  and c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s  r e m a i n e d  a t  A m h e r s t  C e n t e r  w i t h  
r e l o c a t i o n  o f  m e e t i n g h o u s e  t o  M a i n  S t r e e t  Common ( c .  1 8 2 0 ) .  
E s t a b l  i s h m e n t  o f  A m h e r s t  C o l l e g e  ( 1  821 ) on  o r i g i n a l  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
h i 1  1  c r e a t e d  s e c o n d a r y  f o c u s  o f  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  
a x i s .  Economic  a c t i v i t y  d e v e l o p e d  a l o n g  M i l l  R i v e r  a t  F a c t o r y  
H o l l o w  w i t h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  a t  N o r t h  Amhers t  on Meadow S t r e e t  ( 1 8 2 6 ) .  
L o c a l  c e n t e r  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d  a t  S o u t h  A m h e r s t  w i t h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  on 
M i d d l e  S t r e e t  ( 1 8 2 8 ) .  A g r i c u l t u r e  c o n t i n u e d  a s  p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t y  
w i t h  f a r m s t e a d s  a l o n g  Bay Road and  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  

D. Economic Base:  

A m h e r s t ' s  t o p o g r a p h y  and  m o d e r a t e  w a t e r p o w e r  made i t  one o f  t h e  m o s t  
a c t i v e  o f  t h e  " n o n - i n d u s t r i a l  " t o w n s  ( v s .  Ware, W e s t f i e l d ,  
N o r t h a m p t o n )  i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  The Mi11 R i v e r  a t  N o r t h  A m h e r s t  became 
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t h e  s i t e  o f  e a r l y  s m a l l  p a p e r  and t e x t i l e  m i l l s ,  w h i l e  i n  S o u t h  and 
E a s t  Amhers t  s m a l l  t u r n i n g  m i l l s  and  h a t  shops i n  t h e  2 0 ' s  became 
t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a  s t r o n g  a n d  d i v e r s i f i e d  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  i n  t h e  
s u c c e e d i n g  p e r i o d .  

P r o b a b l y  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i g h  p r i c e s  e n g e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  
Embargo, i n  1 8 0 8  D a n i e l  Rowe 's  1795  p a p e r  m i l l  was a c q u i r e d  b y  
Reuben R o b e r t s  o f  H a r t f o r d ,  CT. b e g i n n i n g  n e a r l y  a c e n t u r y  o f  
R o b e r t s  p a p e r - m a k i n g  i n  Amhers t .  The f o l l  o w i n g  y e a r  E b e n e z e r  
D i c k i n s o n  began a  y a r n  m i l l ,  t a k e n  o v e r  i n  1814  b y  t h e  Amhers t  
C o t t o n  F a c t o r y  Company. ( T h e  l o n g  l i s t  o f  f o o d  s t u f f s  enumera ted  i n  
1832  f o r  t h i s  company s u g g e s t s ,  T a y l o r  w r i t e s ,  i t s  u s e  o f  t h e  
Amhers t  C o t t o n  F a c t o r y  - s u b j e c t  t o  " l o s s e s  and m i s f o r t u n e ,  h a v i n g  
n e v e r  made a  d i v i d e n d  u n t i l  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  ( 1 8 3 1  ) . "  Joseph  
Lyman w r o t e  i n  1832 :  

" i t s  o n l y  good f r u i t s  h a v e  been i n  r e a r i n g  and  s u s t a i n i n g  an 
i n t e l l i g e n t  and m o r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s i x t y - s i x  s o u l s ,  w h o l e  w i l l  n o t  
s u f f e r  b y  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  any  v i l l a g e  w h e r e  t h e  p u r s u i t s  a r e  
s i m i l a r  ...." 
T u r n i n g  shops  and  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  j o i n e r s  t o o l  i n d u s t r y  a p p e a r  
t o  h a v e  begun a b o u t  1827 i n  S o u t h  Amhers t  i n  wha t ,  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 1 s ,  
was c a l l e d  N u t t i n g v i l l e .  One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  was p r o b a b l y  t h a t  o f  
E l i  D i c k i n s o n ,  who was p r o d u c i n g  wooden f a u c e t s  u n d e r  a  p a t e n t e d  
p r o c e s s .  Mos t  o f  h i s  m a r k e t  was i n  B a l t i m o r e .  D i c k i n s o n  and  h i s  
n e i g h b o r s  a t t r a c t e d  o t h e r  makers  f r o m  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  By 
1 8 3 7  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  j o i n e r s  t o o l s  emp loyed  t e n  men. 

The e a r l i e s  c a r r i a g e  maker  i n  t h e  a r e a  was r e p u t e d l y  Mason Abbey b y  
1808 ,  t h o u g h  h e  moved t o  B e l c h e r t o w n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  
B e l c h e r t o w n ' s  c a r r i a g e  i n d u s t r y  b y  t h e  l a t e  4 0 ' s  a n d  5 0 ' s  w o u l d  
o u t d i s t a n c e  a l l  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 2 0 ' s  and 
1 8 3 0 ' s  , Amhers t  i n d u s t r y  was m o s t  w i d e l y  known, l a r g e l y  as  a  r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  P e l h a m  Road f a c t o r y  o f  Lyman K n o w l e s ,  begun i n  1826.  By 1832 
Know les  has  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e c o r d e d  i n d u s t r y  i n  town,  p r o d u c i n g  
c a r r i a g e s  v a l u e d  a t  $30,000. ( B e l c h e r t o w n  i n  t h a t  y e a r  r e p o r t e d  a  
v a l u e  o f  $28,000 i n  wagons and f i r e  e n g i n e s ) .  

B r i c k m a k i n g  i n  A m h e r s t  had  begun a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  as  1818 ,  
p r o v i d i n g  a  s u p p l y  o f  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r  Amhers t  C o l l e g e  and 
o t h e r  l o c a l  b u i l d i n g s .  The i n d u s t r y ,  a t  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s ,  s u r v i v e d  
f o r  o v e r  a  c e n t u r y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : A t  l e a s t  t w o  dozen F e d e r a l  houses  s u r v i v e  a c r o s s  t h e  
town.  Among t h e s e  a r e  a  number o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  h o u s e s :  b r i c k  
seems t o  have  been u s e d  i n  t h e  town  w i t h  f a i r  f r e q u e n c y  a f t e r  1815.  
The m o s t  commonly e m p l o y e d  house  t y p e  was t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  w i t h  
t w i n  r e a r w a l l  c h i m n e y s :  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
h o u s e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  a d o p t e d  t h i s  r e g i o n a l l y  r a r e  p l a n  
t y p e .  M o s t  o t h e r  houses  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
use o f  e i t h e r  end  o r  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y s ;  c e n t e r  ch imney  p l a n  F e d e r a l  
houses  were  b u i l  t o n l y  i n  s m a l l  numbers.  C o n s e r v a t i v e  G e o r g i a n  
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d e t a i l s  such  a s  g a m b r e l  r o o f s  and s e g m e n t a l  p e d i m e n t s  c o n t i n u e d ,  
however ,  t o  be  u s e d  i n  t h e  1 7 8 0 ' s  and  1 7 9 0 ' s  . The G a y l o r d  House 
( 1 7 8 2 )  on M i l l  Lane e x e m p l i f i e s  t h i s :  a  l a r g e ,  t h r e e - s t o r y  house ,  
i t  r e t a i n s  t h e  b u l k y  p r o p o r t i o n s  and g a m b r e l  r o o f  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  
s t y l e .  A t  l e a s t  on o t h e r  g a m b r e l  r o o f  house  o f  t h e  1 7 8 0 ' s  i s  know. 
I n  g e n e r a l ,  however ,  A m h e r s t ' s  F e d e r a l  houses  a r e  b r i c k  and f r a m e  
s t r u c t u r e s  on M a r k e t  H i 1  1  Road (Cushman),  S o u t h e a s t  Road ( E a s t  
V i l l a g e  and S o u t h  A m h e r s t ) ,  Bay Road a t  t h e  B e l c h e r t o w n  l i n e ,  West 
S t r e e t  a t  Pomeroy Lane ( N o r t h  A m h e r s t ) ,  and a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  
These i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  one d o u b l e  ch imney  house  w i t h  a  r a r e  a t t i c  
m o n i t o r  on West S t r e e t .  C o t t a g e s  h a v e  n o t  s u r v i v e d  i n  any  numbers  
a n d  may n o t  have  been a  s i g n i f i c a n t  h o u s e  t y p e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d :  a  
f e w  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  e x a m p l e s  were  n o t e d  on  N o r t h  / S o u t h e a s t  S t r e e t s ,  
on Bay Road and i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  o f  town.  O f  n o t e  i s  a  
t w o - s t o r y  g a b o l e  r o o f  i n t e r i o r  ch imney  tenemen t ,  t h r e e  b a y s  w i d e  b y  
n i n e  b a y s  l o n g ,  d a t e d  c .  1856  b u t  p r o b a b l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  c. 1825.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The m a j o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  e v e n t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  A m h e r s t  C o l l e g e .  O r g a n i z e d  as  Amhers t  Academy i n  
1814,  Amhers t  expanded  t o  c o l l e g e  s t a t u s  b y  1821. The o r i g i n a l  
campus, c o n s i s t i n g  o f  N o r t h  ( 1 8 2 2 )  a n d  S o u t h  ( 1 8 2 1 )  C o l l e g e s  and 
J o h n s o n  Chape l  (18261,  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  l a n d m a r k  i n  e a r l y  campus 
p l a n n i n g  and  Greek R e v i v a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The g r o u p  i s  composed o f  
town f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  h i p  r o o f e d  b u i l d i n g  f l a n k i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  
c h a p e l ,  a  b r i c k  t w o - s t o r y  Greek  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  D o r i c  p o r t i c o  
and t w o - s t a g e  s q u a r e  cup01 a. 

I s a a c  Damon was c o n s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e s i g n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  A m h e r s t  C o l l e g e ,  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  N o r t h  Amhers t ,  E a s t  
V i l l  age and  S o u t h  A m h e r s t  a1 1  a c h i e v e d  s u f f i c i e n t  i n d e p e n d e n c e  t o  
w a r r a n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h e s .  The e a r l i e s t  o f  t h e s e  
was t h e  E a s t  ( V i l l a g e )  P a r i s h ,  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1783.  The S o u t h  P a r i s h  
o r g a n i z e  i n  1824 w i t h  t h e  N o r t h  P a r i s h  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1826.  The 
o r i g i n a l  m e e t i n g h o u s e s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  t w o  p a r i s h e s  s t i l l  s t a n d .  B o t h  
a r e  two-and-a -ha1  f s t o r y  F e d e r a l  s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  s h a l l  ow 
t w o - s t o r y  e n t r a n c e  p o r c h e s  and t h r e e - s t a g e  s t e e p 1  es .  The N o r t h  
Amhers t  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  b y  C a p t a i n  W i n t h r o p  C l a p p  o f  Montague,  
w h i l e  t h e  S o u t h  C h u r c h  t o o k  as  i t s  model t h e  G r e e n w i c h  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  i n u n d a t e d  b y  Q u a b b i  n  R e s e r v o i r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  a t  A M h e r s t  C e n t e r  
was r e p l a c e  t w i c e ,  once i n  1788 and t h e n  a g a i n  i n  1829,  when t h e  
b u i l d i n g  now known as C o l l e g e  H a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  T h a t  b u i l d i n g  
i s  a  v e r y  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  b r i c k  Greek  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  
monumental  D o r i c  p r o t i c o  ( r e s t o r e d  1 9 0 5 )  a n d  a  l a r g e  domed o c t a g o n a l  
c u p o l a  w i t h  c o l i n e t t e s .  I n  1825,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  was r e m o d e l l e d  b y  
McKeon, Mead and Wh i re .  A n o t h e r  Greek  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  
o u t s t a n d i n g  qua1 i t y  was t h e  M o u n t  P l e a s a n t  C l a s s i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  
( 1 8 2 6 ) .  The b u i l d i n g  e x h i b i t e d  a  c o m p l e x  p l a n  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  
t h r e e - s t o r y  b l o c k  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  t e m p l e  f r o n t  p a v i l i o n  f l a n k e d  b y  
t w o - s t o r y  w i n g s  and c o n n e c t i n g  hyphens  w i t h  v e r a n d a s .  The b u i l  d i n g  
a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e  t o  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

Commerc ia l  : The o n l y  c o m m e r i c a l  b u i l d i n g  known t o  s u r v i v e  i s  t h e  
B r i d g e m a n  T a v e r n  ( c .  18221,  a  h i p  r o o f  t w i n  r e a r w a l l  ch imney  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  on Bay Road. 
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V I I  I. E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  r e g i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  r a i l r o a d s  t o  Amhers t  
C e n t e r .  A t t e m p t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Amhers t  B ranch  f r o m  N o r t h a m p t o n  
( 1 8 4 8 )  f a i l e d  as e a s t - w e s t  p r o j e c t .  P r i m a r y  r a i l r o a d  r o u t e  r e a l i z e d  
a s  Amhers t  and Be1 c h e r t o w n  ( 1 8 5 3 )  w i  t h  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  
F o r t  R i v e r  t o  F a c t o r y  H o l l  ow (now Vermont  C e n t r a l  ) .  

A m h e r s t ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  f l u c t u a t e d ,  w i t h  
two p e r i o d s  f d e c l i n e :  1830-1840  ( i n  p a r t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  economic  
d e p r e s s i o n  and movement o f  t h e  c a r r i a g e  i n d u s t r y  t o  Be1 c h e r t o w n ? )  
and 1850-55.  F o r  t h e  p e r i o d  as a  who le ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  r i s e  amounted 
t o  53.3 p e r c e n t .  The t o w n ' s  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1855 
amounted t o  6.5 p e r c e n t  a b o u t  h a l f  t h e  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e .  The I r i s h  
made up 73  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  Canad ian  and 
Eng l  i s h .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

R a p i d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A m h e r s t  C e n t e r  as i m p o r t a n t  u r b a n  f o c u s  a f t e r  
r e g i o n a l  r a i l  r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  ( 1 8 5 3 )  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  and Bos ton .  
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  d e f i n e d  as b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  b r i c k  commer i ca l  
b l o c k s  a r o u n d  common. Suburban  n e i g h b o r h o o d  d e v e l o p e d  a l o n g  Ma in  
S t r e e t  a x i s  a r o u n d  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  w i t h  P r o f e s s o r s  Row a r o u n d  Amhers t  
C o l l e g e  campus on S o u t h  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  R a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  d e f i n e d  
f r i n g e  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  A m h e r s t  C e n t e r  w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  f o c u s  a t  e a s t  
V i l l a g e  on M a i n  S t r e e t .  E s t a b l  i s h m e n t  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o l l e g e  ( 1 8 6 7 )  f o r m e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r  on N o r t h  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  
O u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  N o r t h  Amhers t  w i t h  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a t  F a c t o r y  H o l l o w  and a t  S o u t h  A m h e r s t  a r o u n d  p r i m a r y  
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  d i s t r i c t .  

D. Economic Base: 

Amhers t  i n d u s t r y  expanded  i n  a  mu1 t i  t u d e  o f  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  E a r l y  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  - -  i n  p a p e r ,  t e x t i l e s ,  c a r r i a g e s ,  s t r a w  h a t s ,  
j o i n e r s  t o o l  s,  and numerous o t h e r  s m a l l  and s h o r t - 1  i v e d  v e n t u r e s  
w h i c h  were  t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  u n d e r - c a p i  t a l  i z a  t i o n ,  i n e x p e r i e n c e ,  
o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n e q u i t i e s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  Amhers t  and B e l c h e r t o w n  
R a i l r o a d ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1853,  d e s p i t e  t h e  t remendous  c i v i c  e f f o r t  i t  
r e p r e s e n t e d ,  was a  l o s i n g  v e n t u r e  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t .  U n t i l  1866,  when 
i t  was a c q u i r e d  by  t h e  New London N o r t h e r n ,  Amhers t  was t h e  end o f  
t h e  l i n e .  

Amhers t  i n d u s t r y  expanded  r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  and 1 8 4 0 ' s  . The 
Cushman b r o t h e r s  w i  t h  a  p a t e n t e d  p a p e r - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s ,  b u i l  t m i l l  s  
s u c c e s s i v e l y  i n  1835,  1859 ,  and 1863.  R & G  R o b e r t s  a l s o  expanded i n  
t h e  same p e r i o d  w i t h  a  second  m i l l  i n  1848. By 1865 t h e r e  were f o u r  
m i l l s  p r o d u c i n g  $85,000 w o r t h  o f  p a p e r s ,  t h e  second  l a r g e s t  r e c o r d e d  
i n d u s t r y  a f t e r  p a l m - l e a f  h a t s .  Under t h e  encouragement  o f  an  
E n f i e l d  man, Thomas J o n e s ,  s m a l l  wood f r a m e  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  b u i l t  i n  
1845,  1851,  and 1852  were  i n c o r p o r a t e d  as t h e  Amhers t  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
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Company. A f t e r  J o n e s ' s  d e a t h  i n  1857 two o f  h i s  m i l l s  w e r e  
d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e .  T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r e  i n  Amhers t  c e a s e d  b y  1860.  

By 1837 c a r r i a g e  m a k i n g  r a c h e d  i t s  r e c o r d e d  peak.  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  100 
men were  emp loyed  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  p r o d u c i n g  $100,000 w o r t h  o f  
c a r r i a g e s - - t h e  l a r g e s t  f i g u r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  Wes te rn  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t h a t  
y e a r .  M o s t  o r  a l l  o f  t h i s  amount  i s  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  l a r g e  c a r r i a g e  
works  o f  Knowles  and T h a y e r ,  a  comp lex  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  shops f o r  
w o o d - w o r k i n g ,  i r o n - w o r k i n g ,  u p h o l s t e r y ,  and p a i n t i n g .  The company 
f a i l e d  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p a n i c  o f  1837 and t h o u g h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  was 
c a r r i e d  on b y  s u c c e s s o r s  f o r  a  few y e a r s ,  b y  1845  B e l c h e r t o w n  had  
r o u g h l y  f i v e  t i m e s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  Amhers t ,  r e d u c e d  t o  1 6  men and 
a n n u a l  p r o d u c t  w o r t h  $7,250. F o r  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  s u r v i v e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  baby c a r r i a g e s ,  a  s p e c i a l t y  
p r o d u c e d  b y  one o r  two  N u t t i n g v i l l e  f i r m s ,  i n  1855 v a l u e d  a t  n e a r l y  
$15,000. 

A l s o  a t  N u t t i n g v i l l e  were  s e v e r a l  makers  o f  j o i n e r s  t o o l s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  m o l d i n g  p l a n e s  made i n  t h e  shops o f  Truman a n d  Ebenezer  
N u t t i n g .  One o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e s e  t o o l  makers ,  Jamers  K e l l o g g ,  
s t a r t e d  i n  N u t t i n g v i l l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  E l i  D i c k i n s o n ' s  f a u c e t  
shop i n  1835;  i n  1839  he  moved t o  w h a t  became K e l l o g g v i l l e  on t h e  
B e l c h e r t o w n  Road. By 1850 he  h a d  a  p r o d u c t  w o r t h  $12,000. 

E a s t  A m h e r s t  a l s o  d a t e s  i t s  r i s e  t o  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  
I n  1829  L e o n a r d  M. H i l l s  came f r o m  E l l i n g t o n ,  CT. t o  b e g i n  t h e  
m a k i n g  o f  p a l m - l e a f  h a t s ,  a  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  b y  t h e  end o f  t h e  
p e r i o d - - a n d  f o r  t h e  60  y e a r s  a f t e r - - w o u l d  r e m a i n  A m h e r s t '  l a r g e s t  
i n d u s t r y .  H i l l s  was j o i n e d  i n  E a s t  A m h e r s t  b y  t o o l  makers  P o r t e r  
D i c k i n s o n  ( i n  o p e r a t i o n  1 8 3 5 - 7 9 )  and George Burnham ( 1 8 4 1 - 6 9 ) .  
Burnham came t o  N u t t i n g v i l l e  i n  1841 f r o m  New H a r t f o r d ,  CT. as  a  
j o u r n e y m a n  p l a n e  maker b e f o r e  b u i l d i n g  h i s  own shop i n  E a s t  
Amhers t .  Bu rnham's  shop ( a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  o f  K e l l o g g ' s  i n  1 8 5 0 )  a l s o  
was e q u i p p e d  w i t h  s t r a w  h a t  p r e s s e s ,  a  s e r v i c e  he p r o v i d e d  f o r  H i l l s  
and o t h e r  r e g i o n a l  h a t  makers .  O t h e r  s m a l l  wood w o r k i n g  shops and a  
w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  s m a l l  i n d u s t r i e s  ( s t o v e  assemb ly ,  g o l d  pens,  
p i s t o l s ,  wooden pumps, broom and  axe h a n d l e s )  a l s o  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  
y e a r s  a r o u n d  m i d  c e n t u r y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d  was one o f  g r e a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  was 
d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p E r i o d  t h a t  A m h e r s t ' s  r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  a c h i e v e  i t s  f i n e s t  s t y l i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n .  T h i s  i s  mos t  
f u l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  work  o f  W i l l i a m  F. P r a t t ,  a  N o r t h a m p t o n  
a r c h i t e c t  who p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  a n d  6 0 ' s .  Among P r a t t ' s  
c o m m i s s i o n s  a r e  a  number o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  I t a l  i a n a t e  v i l l a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  S k e l l i n g s  ( o r  H e n r y  H i l l s )  House (18621,  t h e  H u n t  House c. 1860, 
t h e  W h i t n e y  House c .  1 8 5 8  and t h e  A u s t i n  D i c k i n s o n  House 1856.  Mos t  
o f  t h e s e  i n c o r p o r a t e  e m b e l l  i s h e d  t h r e e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n s ,  
l o w  h i p  r o o f s ,  f l u s h  b o a r d  s i d i n g  and p r o m i n e n t l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  
d e t a i l s  such as  h e a v i l y  s c a l e d  q u o i n s  b r a c k e t s  and window wood 
v e r a n d a s  and b e l v e d e r e s .  W h i l e  t h e s e  houses r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f i n e s t  
t h e  p e r i o d  has t o  o f f e r ,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  more modes t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
t o o l  p l a c e  as  we1 1 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l  as a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  a  
number o f  s i d e h a l l  and c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f r o m  Greek R e v i v a l  and  
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I t a l i a n a t e  houses  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t .  A t  l e a s t  one r e g e n c y  Greek 
R e v i v a l  house  w i t h  f l u s h b o a r d i n g  and  w i d e  p i l a s t e r s  was n o t e d  on 
R o u t e  1 1 6  o p p o s i t e  t h e  c o l l e g e .  S u b s t a n t i a l  p e r i o d  houses  t e n d e d  t o  
b e  b u i l t  n o r t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  a n d  a l o n g  Rou te  116  w h i l e  c o t t a g e s  and 
s i m p l e r  houses  c l u s t e r e d  w e s t  o f  N o r t h  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  I n  a l l  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  t h e  town  and s p r e a d  a l o n g  t h e  m a j o r  C o l o n i a l  r o a d s ,  
many s i m p l e  f r a m e  c o t t a g e s  and f a r m  h o u s e s  and a  f e w  more  
p r e t e n t i o u s  b r i c k  f a r m h o u s e s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d .  W e l l  p r e s e r v e d  
g r o u p s  o f  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  and  s i d e h a l l  Greek  R e v i v a l  and  I t a l i a n a t e  
h o u s e s  and c o t t a g e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  N o r t h  A m h e r s t  and  Cushman. O f  
s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  b r i c k  f i v e - b a y  Greek R e v i v a l  house  
w i t h  semi c i  r c u l  a r  a r c h e d  r e g e n c y  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d  on N o r t h e a s t  
S t r e e t  and a  s m a l l  number o f  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s .  These i n c l u d e  
t h e  H i r a m  J o h n s o n  House ( c .  18301,  a  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  whose l a n c e t  
w indows  f e a t u r e  b l i n d  f a n s ,  and a  few  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  b o a r d  and  b a t t e n  
s i d i n g ,  a t  N o r t h  A m h e r s t  a n d  on R o u t e  116.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : S i  g n i  f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c c o m p a n i e d  
t h e  r i s e  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g .  M a j o r  b u i l d i n g s  were  e r e c t e d  b y  
Amhers t  C o l l e g e  and b y  t h e  t o w n ' s  c h u r c h e s .  The e a r l i e s t  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h e s  b u i l t  was t h e  Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  ( E a s t  V i l l a g e ) ,  an 1839 
Greek R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  w i  t h  a  d o u b l e  e n t r a n c e ,  f l  u s h b o a r d e d ,  
p i l a s t e r e d  f a c a d e  and  t w o  s t a g e  s t e e p l e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  s q u a r e  b a s e  
and o c t a g o n a l  s p i r e .  I n  common w i t h  i t s  Greek  R e v i v a l  p a r i s h  house  
( 1 8 5 9 )  n e x t  d o o r ,  t h e  c h u r c h  f e a t u r e s  an u n u s u a l  s t e p p e d  p a r a p e t  a t  
t h e  g a b l e  end. The two  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  b u i l t  a r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r l y  
s t y 1  e d  g r a n i t e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  o f f s e t  b u t t r e s s e d  
s q u a r e  t o w e r s .  These a r e  Grace  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  (1866,  H e n r y  
D u d l e y )  a n d  t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  ( 1  867,  George H a w t h o r n e ) .  A t  
Amhers t  C o l l e g e ,  f o u r  b u i l  d i n g s  o f  consequence  were  b u i l t ,  two  b y  
n o t e d  S p r i n g f i e l d  a r c h i t e c t ,  H e n r y  A. Sykes  and  t w o  b y  B o s t o n  
a r c h i t e c t ,  C h a r l e s  P a r k e r .  These b u i l  d i n g s  a r e  t h e  Oc tagon  
( 1  847-48,  H.A. S y k e s ) ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  s t u c c o - o v e r - b r i c k  o c t a g o n  
c e n t e r e d  a m i d s t  a  c l u s t e r  o f  o n e - s t o r y  o c t a g o n s ,  Morgan  H a l l  (1852,  
H.A. S y k e s ) ,  a  Tuscan I t a l  i a n a t e  g r a n i t e  v i l l a ,  W i l l  i s t o n  H a l l  
( 1 8 5 7 - 5 8  C.E. P a r k e r ) ,  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  Romanesque R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  
r e m o d e l e d  i n  Greek  R e v i v a l  s t y l e  and  B a r r e t t  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e .  
O t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  B a p t i s t  (18321 ,  M e t h o d i s t  ( 1 8 4 2 ) ,  Roman C a t h o l i c  
( 1 8 6 9 )  and b l a c k  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  ( 1 8 6 2 )  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a  
p o o r  f a r m  ( 1 8 3 7 ) ,  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o l l e g e  (1863 ;  now U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ) ,  and t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  ( 1 8 6 1 ) .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  E x t e n s i v e  c o m m e r c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  t o w n  
c e n t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  S e v e r a l  t h r e e  and  f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  c o m m e r c i a l  
rows  w e r e  b u i l t  a l o n g  M a i n  a n d  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s ,  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  r e s t r a i n e d  Greek R e v i v a l  o r ,  l a t e r ,  c u r v i l i n e a r  
Romanesque R e v i v a l  d e t a i l s .  P h o e n i x  Row ( c . 1 9 4 0 ) ,  a  
t h r e e - a n d - a - h a 1  f - s t o r y  b r i c k  Greek  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  
c r o w s t e p p e d - e n d  p a r a p e t s ,  was one o f  t h e  f i n e s t  o f  t h e s e .  O t h e r  
n o t a b l e  b u i l d i n g s  were  t h e  H y g e i a  ( 1 8 5 1  ) a n d  A m h e r s t  (1821  ; 1 8 5 5 )  
H o t e l  s, b o t h  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l  d i n g s  w i  t h  t w o - s t o r y  v e r a n d a s .  
S u r v i v i n g  c o m m e r i c a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  Romanesque, I t a l  i a n a t e  i n  
a p p e a r a n c e  and d a t e  f r o m  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  
t h e  Cook B l o c k  (1838 ,  r e b u i l t  1881  1. The A m h e r s t  Depo t ,  b u i l t  i n  
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1853 f o r  t h e  A m h e r s t  a n d  B e l c h e r t o w n  R a i l r o a d ,  r e m a i n s  e x t a n t ;  i t  i s  
a  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  deep, o v e r h a n g i n g  eaves  and  
r o u n d h e a d  w indows.  

I X .  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

C o n t i n u e d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  r a i l  r o a d  s y s t e m  t o  A m h e r s t  C e n t e r  
w i t h  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C e n t r a l  ( 1 8 8 7 )  f r o m  H a d l e y  t o  
B e l c h e r t o w n  w h i c h  c u t  t h r o u g h  C o l l e g e  H i l l  (now abandoned) .  
E x t e n s i o n  o f  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  1  i n e s  f r o m  N o r t h a m p t o n  a n d  H a d l e y  a l o n g  
N o r t h a m p t o n  Road t o  A m h e r s t  C e n t e r  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  ( 1 9 0 0 ) .  
A1 t e r n a t e  e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  r o u t e  f r o m  H o l y o k e  and S o u t h  H a d l e y  
( 1 9 0 5 )  t h r o u g h  M t .  H o l y o k e  N o t c h  on p r i v a t e  way ( i n t a c t )  a n d  n o r t h  
t o  Amhers t  C e n t e r  o n  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 1 6 ) .  Suburban s t r e e t  
c a r  l i n e s  o p e r a t e d  t o  E a s t  V i l l a g e  and West P e l h a m  on M a i n  
S t r e e t - P e l h a m  Road, and t o  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  campus and  
N o r t h  A m h e r s t  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  w i t h  i n t e r u r b a n  l i n e  t o  S u n d e r l a n d  
( R o u t e  1 1 6 ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Though A m h e r s t ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  f l  u c t u a t e d  i n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d ,  w i  t h  t h r e e  f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d s  o f  d e c l  i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  
(1870-75 ;  1880-85 ;  1905-101 ,  t h e  town e x p e r i e n c e d  a  n e t  r i s e  a t  t h e  
end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  3 7  p e r c e n t ,  r e a c h i n g  558 i n  1915.  F o r  m o s t  o f  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  f o r e i g n  b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  a b o u t  12  
p o i n t s  b e h i n d  t h e  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e .  By 1905 t h e  I r i s h  s t i l l  were  t h e  
m a j o r  i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p  ( 3 2  p e r c e n t ) ,  b u t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  
P o l e s  and  A u s t r i a n s  ( 2 0  p e r c e n t )  we re  a l s o  r e s i d e n t .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

P r i m a r y  c o m m e r i c a l  and c i v i c  a c t i v i t y  r e m a i n e d  a t  A m h e r s t  c e n t e r  
w i t h  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  N o r t h  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  Amhers t  C o l l e g e  
and  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  expanded  campus d e v e l o p m e n t  c r e a t i n g  
l o c a l  a c t i v i t y  c e n t e r s  a l o n g  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  a x i s .  Suburban  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  expanded  a1 o n g  h i g h g r o u n d  f r o m  town c e n t e r  
n o r t h  t o  W i ldwood  Cemete ry  ( 1 8 8 7 )  and s o u t h  a l o n g  Vermont  C e n t r a l  
a x i s  w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s  a r o u n d  M a i n  S t r e e t  d e p o t  t o  
E a s t  V i l l a g e .  E x p a n s i o n  o f  t r o l l e y  s y s t e m  ( c .  1 9 0 0 )  t o  N o r t h  
Amhers t  d e v e l o p e d  s u b u r b a n  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  U.Mass campus. S o u t h  
Amhers t  m a i n t a i n e d  as  l o c a l  c i v i c  c e n t e r  f o r  a g r i  c u l  t u r a l  d i s t r i c t  
a l o n g  Bay Road. 

D. Economic Base:  

The L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  saw t h e  p e r m a n e n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
s t r a w  and p a l m - l e a f  h a t  i n d u s t r y  as a  m a j o r  f i x t u r e  i n  A m h e r s t ' s  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  economy. As e a r l y  a s  1850 E l l i s  had e m p l o y e d  1 5 0  
women i n  a  home h a t - m a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  By 1872 h i s  f a c t o r y  a t  " t h e  
C r o s s i n g "  was s a i d  t o  b e  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o d u c e r  o f  p a l m - l e a f  h a t s  i n  
A m e r i c a  (Rand,  66 )  ( T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  t owns  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  where  
p a l m - l e a f  was made i n t o  h a t s  were  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s :  P a l m e r ,  B a r r e ,  
a n d  F i t c h b u r g  ( C a r p e n t e r ,  2 9 2 ) .  A f t e r  H i l l ' s  d e a t h  i n  1872, t h e  
f a c t o r y  was s o l d  t o  H.D. F e a r i n g  & Company a n d  a n o t h e r  H i l l s  f a c t o r y  
was b u i l t  a c r o s s  
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t h e  t r a c k s .  (Be tween  t h e  t w o  c o m p a n i e s ,  t h e y  somet imes  emp loyed  as 
many a s  600 men and women.) F e a r i n g  i n  t u r n  was p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  
New Y o r k  c o m m i s s i o n  house  o f  George B. B u r n e t t  & Sons, and b o t h  
f a c t o r i e s  a t  t h e  v e r y  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  expanded t h e i r  p l a n t s .  

Though t h e  s m a l l  p a p e r  m i l l s  a t  N o r t h  A m h e r s t  o u t 1  i v e d  t h e  t e x t i l e  
m i l l s ,  a l l  c l o s e d  b y  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  As e a r l y  as t h e  1 8 6 0 1 s ,  
w i t h  q u a l i t y  p a p e r s  p r o d u c e d  more  e c o n o m i c a l l y  b y  t h e  b i g  m i l l s  a t  
H o l y o k e ,  M i t t i n e a g u e ,  & Co. t h e  N o r t h  Amhers t  m i l l s  were  p r o d u c i n g  
c h e a p  w r a p p i n g  p a p e r ,  l e a t h e r  p a p e r ,  a n d  p a p e r b o a r d .  (Though a t  i t s  
peak  Cushman was p r o v i d i n g  n e w s p r i n t  f o r  H o r a c e  Cushman m i l l  i n  
1902.  I n  1912 t h e r e  was a  b r i e f  r e v i v a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  when B.F. 
P e r k i n s ,  t h e  Amhers t  Waxed P a p e r  Co., a n d  U.S. E n v e l o p e  & S e a l i n g  
Co. p l a n n e d  f a c t o r i e s  i n  Amhers t .  D e s p i t e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t own  b y  t h e  
f i r s t  two ,  b o t h  d r i  f t e d  t o  H o l y o k e  e v e n t u a l l y .  

L o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  b o o s t e d  b y  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
t h e  Mass. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  M o r r i l l  
Land  G r a n t  o f  1862.  Twen ty  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o l l e g e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  M o r r i l l  Land g r a n t  o f  1862.  
T w e n t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  S t a t e  A g r i c u l  t u r a l  S t a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  
Amhers t  b y  t h e n  was a  l e a d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  I n  
1 8 8 0  i t  r a n k e d  s e c o n d  ( a f t e r  B e l c h e r t o w n )  i n  t h e  number o f  f a r m s ,  
and q u a n t i t i e s  o f  b u t t e r ,  eggs ,  p o t a t o e s ,  a n d  ( a f t e r  H a d l e y )  I n d i a n  
c o r n .  I n  1905  i t  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  a  p r o m i n e n t  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t  
v a l u e  o f  i t s  m a r k e t  g a r d e n s  s e c o n d  o n l y  t o  S o u t h  H a d l e y .  I n  m i l k  
and  t o b a c c o  i t  r a n k e d  f o u r t h .  The f i r s t  M c I n t o s h  a p p l e  i n  S o u t h  
Amhers t  was p l a n t e d  i n  1888.  I n  1 9 0 8  t w o  Mass. S t a t e  C o l l e g e  
p r o f e s s o r s  began a  1 0 - y e a r  boom i n  o r c h a r d  p l a n t i n g ,  and  many o f  t h e  
a p p l e  o r c h a r d s  o f  S o u t h  Amhers t  d a t e  t o  t h i s  1910-1920  p e r i o d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : D o m e s t i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d r o p p e d  o f f  o v e r a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  and c o n s o l i d a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  town  c e n t e r ,  Much o f  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  was p r o b a b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  
t o w n ' s  t w o  m a j o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i  t u t i o n s .  M o s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  n o r t h  o f  Ma in ,  A m i t y  and  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t s ,  w i t h  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  L i n c o l n  Avenue and  N o r t h  P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t .  I n  t h o s e  a r e a s ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  Queen Anne, C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
and C r a f t s m a n  s u b u r b a n  h o u s i n g  was b u i l t  f r o m  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  Somewhat e a r l i e r  i s  a  c l u s t e r  o f  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  
Queen Anne, C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  and  C r a f t s m a n  s u b u r b a n  h o u s i n g  was 
b u i l t  f r o m  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h r o u g h  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  Somewhat 
e a r l i e r  i s  a  c l u s t e r  o f  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
h o u s e s  n o r t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  H i g h  S t r e e t / W h i t n e y  S t r e e t  a r e a .  
More m o d e s t  s i d e h a l l  Queen Anne c o t t a g e s  a n d  houses  e x t e n d e d  s o u t h  
o f  t h e  town c e n t e r  a l o n g  R o u t e  116  a n d  e a s t  t o  E a s t  V i l l a g e .  
E l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  town,  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  f a r m i n g  v i l l a g e s  and a l o n g  
C o l o n i a l  and F e d e r a l  r o a d s .  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  h o u s i n g  c o n s i s t e d  
p r i m a r i l y  o f  s i m p l e  s i d e h a l l  l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e ,  s t i c k  S t y l e  and  Queen 
A n n e / C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  houses  and c o t t a g e s .  O f  s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  t h e  
t o w n ' s  C r a f t s m a n  s t y l e s  h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  some numbers.  Among 
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  Hogan House (1911-12 ,  K a r l  Pu tman)  a n d  t h e  B e c k e r  
House (1916 ,  James H. R i t c h i e ) .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
o c c u r r e d  a t  A m h e r s t  C o l l e g e  and  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
b o t h  o f  w h i c h  expanded  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a r o u n d  1900.  The e a r l i e s t  
b u i l d i n g s  a t  U  Mass were  b r i c k ,  t h r e e  and  f o u r - s t o r y  houses  
s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  h i p  o r  m a n s a r d  r o o f s .  A  v a r i e t y  o f  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  
added t o  t h e s e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f i r s t  c h a p e l  (1884-86 ,  
S t e p h e n  C. E a r l e )  , a  R i c h a r d s o n i a n  Romanesque b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  
c r u c i f o r m  p l a n  and  W i l d e r  H a l l  ( 1905 ,  W a l t e r  R.B. W i l l c o x )  a  l o w  
b r i c k  G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l I C r a f t s m a n  b u i l d i n g .  These two t o  some d e g r e e  
t y p i f y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  w h i c h  i n c l  ude a  number o f  
s i m p l e  R i  c h a r d s o n i a n ,  Romanesque and R e n a i s s a n c e  R e v i v a l  b u i l  d i n g s  
i n  r e d  and b u f f  b r i c k .  A t  A m h e r s t  C o l l e g e  were  b u i l t  s e v e r a l  
R e n a i s s a n c e  R e v i v a l  b u i l  d i n g s ,  a  such  a s  F a y e r w e a t h e r  L a b o r a t o r y  ( c .  
1892-94 ,  McKim, Mead and  W h i t e ) .  A l s o  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  
S t e a r n s  C h u r c h  (1870-73,  W i l l i a m  A. P o t t e r ) ,  a  g r a n i t e  R u s k i n  G o t h i c  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  w h i c h  o n l y  t h e  s t e e p 1  e  s u r v i v e s  ( r e m a i n d e r  demo1 i s h e d  
1 9 4 9 ) .  The m a j o r  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  c o n s t r u c t e d  was 
t h e  R i c h a r d s o n i a n  Romanesque Town H a l l  ( 1889 ,  H e n r y  S. McKay). 
O t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g s  i n c l  uded t h e  E a s t  S t r e e t  S c h o o l  (1893,  
C h a r l e s  E. P a r k ) ,  N o r t h  A m h e r s t  L i b r a r y  (1893,  R o s w e l l  F. Putnam) ,  
t h e  U n i v e r s a l  i s t  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 9 3 )  and t h e  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 7 8 ) .  

Commerc ia l  : T h r e e - a n d  f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  Romanesque R e v i v a l  , 
V i c t o r i a n  I t a l i a n a t e  a n d  P a n e l  B r i c k  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  were  b u i l t  
a l o n g  M a i n  and S o u t h  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and  9 0 ' s .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1 9 1 5 - 1  9 4 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

S t r e e t  r a i l  way s e r v i c e  r e m a i n e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  D e p r e s s i o n  
(19321,  r e p l a c e d  b y  l o c a l  bus  r o u t e s .  I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  h i g h w a y s  a s  
r e g i o n a l  a u t o r o a d s  w i t h  p r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  as  R o u t e  9  
t h r o u g h  Amhers t  C e n t e r  o n  Co l  l e g e  S t r e e t .  M a j o r  n o r t h - s o u t h  h i  ghway 
d e s i g n a t e d  as  Rou te  1 1 6  f r o m  M t .  H o y l o k e  N o t c h  t o  N o r t h  A m h e r s t  on 
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  i n c l u d e d  d a t e d  c o n c r e t e  b r i d g e s  a t  P l  ume Brook  
( 1 9 2 6 )  a n d  M i l l  R i v e r  ( 1 9 2 6 ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Though A m h e r s t ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r a t e  f e a t u r e d  more  p e r i o d s  o f  d e c l i n e  
t h a n  a d v a n c e  ( D e c l i n i n g  p e r i o d s  o c c u r r e d  e v e r y  o t h e r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  
1915-1920 ,  1925-1930;  1 9 3 5 - 1 9 4 0 ) ,  t h e  town  was one o f  o n l y  seven i n  
t h e  c o u n t y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  an o v e r a l l  n e t  g r o w t h  w i t h  a  15.3 p e r c e n t  
r a t e  t h a t  r a n k e d  f o u r t h  i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  U n l i k e  more  i n d u s t r i a l  t owns  
i n  t h e  v a l l e y ,  i t  s e g r e g a t e d  p e r i o d  o f  g r o w t h ,  p r o b a b l y  c o i n c i d i n g  
w i t h  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  (?I, was i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1930-35 ,  
a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  6 8  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  E a r l y  
Modern  P e r i o d .  I n  1940,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  6410.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

A m h e r s t  C e n t e r  c o n t i n u e d  a s  p r i m a r y  c o m m e r c i a l  and  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  on  N o r t h  P l e a s a n t  and N o r t h I S o u t h - e a s t  S t r e e t s .  
I n  a f f l u e n t  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  n o r t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  a n d  w e s t  o f  P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t ,  C r a f t s m a n d / C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  f r a m e  a n d  T u d o r  R e v i v a l  b r i c k  
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houses  w e r e  b u i l t  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  F a r  and away t h e  m o s t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s i d e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  Theodore  B a i r d  House 
( 1  940) ,  F r a n k  L l o y d  Wri g h t  ' s  o n l y  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r e s i d e n c e .  A 
o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k ,  f r a m e  and  g l a s s  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  B a i r d  House c o n s i s t s  
o f  i n t e r s e c t i n g  c u b e - l i k e  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  f l a t  r o o f s ,  deep eaves and 
c o n n e c t i n g  p e r g o l a s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : P r o b a b l y  t h e  f i n e s t  m u n i c i p a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  J o n e s  L i b r a r y  (1926-28 ,  A l l e n  Cox ) ,  a  g r a n d i o s e  
t h r e e - s t o r y , g a m b r e l  r o o f e d  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  o f  
s t o n e .  A n o t h e r  i m p o s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  S a i n t  B r i g i d s  
C h u r c h  (1923-24 ,  J o h n  W. Donahue),  an e l a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  Tuscan 
Romanesque b u i l d i n g  o f  y e l l o w  b r i c k  w i t h  a  c o r b e l l e d  g a b l e  f r o n t  
c o n t a i n i n g  t r i p l e  e n t r a n c e s  and a  whee lw indow;  t o  t h e  r e a r  i s  a  
l o f t y  c a m p a n i l e .  M a j o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  a t  t h e  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  and a t  A m h e r s t  C o l l e g e .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e ' s  
p e r i o d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  c o m p r i s e s  a  h a l f  dozen o r  so  s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  
and  s t o n e  f r a t e r n i t y  houses  i n  G e o r g i a n  and T u d o r  r e v i v a l  s t y l e s ,  
many b y  A l l e n  Cox o f  t h e  B o s t o n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  o f  Putnam and 
Cox. O t h e r  b u i l  d i n g s  a t  A m h e r s t  C o l l e g e  i n c l u d e  t h e  n e o c l a s s i c a l  
C o n v e r s e  H a l l  (1917,  McKim, Mead, and W h i t e )  and a  number o f  
G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 1 s ,  m o s t  b y  James K e l l u m  S m i t h  
o f  t h e  McKim, Mead and W h i t e  F i r m .  

Commerc ia l  : The m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l  d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  L o r d  J e f f e r y  I n n  (1926,  Putnam and Cox) ,  a  
r a m b l i n g  t w o - t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  and f r a m e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  h o t e l  on 
t h e  common. A l s o  b u i l t  we re  s e v e r a l  i m p o s t i n g  b r i c k  G e o r g i a n  
R e v i v a l  b a n k s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  S e v e r a l  o n e - s t o r y  c o n c r e t e  b l o c k  
c o m m e r i c a l  b u i l d i n g s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  on M a i n  S t r e e t  e a s t  o f  t h e  
c e n t e r  and on West S t r e e t  n e a r  Pomerey Lane. 

X I .  S U R V E Y  OBSERVATIONS 

G e n e r a l  : A m h e r s t ' s  i n v e n t o r y  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on t h e  t o w n ' s  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  and F e d e r a l  r e s i d e n c e s  and on i t s  h i g h s t y l e  I t a l i a n a t e  
house.  Landmark i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  m u n i c i p a l  as 
w e l l  as  p r i v a t e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a r e  s u r v e y e d ,  b u t  b a c k g r o u n d  b u i l d i n g s ,  
such  as s c h o o l s ,  m i n o r  c h u r c h e s  and t h e  more u t i l i t a r i a n  academic  
s t r u c t u r e s  a t  b o t h  Amhers t  C o l l e g e  and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  h a v e  been o v e r l o o k e d .  A1 s o  o v e r l o o k e d  a r e  l a t e  1 9 t h  
and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  a l l  t y p e s  ( e l i t e  t o  v e r n a c u l a r )  
and m o s t  c o m m e r c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  E x i s t i n g  i n v e n t o r y  f o r m s  a r e  
a d e q u a t e l y  t o  we1 1  documented.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A m h e r s t ' s  s u r v e y  i n c l u d e s  no i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  y e t  
t h e  town i s  u n u s u a l l y  r i c h  i n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b u i l d i n g s .  Two f o r m e r  
g r i s t  m i l l s  s u r v i v e  as  t o u r i s t  shops,  as  does t h e  b r i c k  b o i l e r  house 
f r o m  B u r n e t t  & Sons s t r a w  h a t  f a c t o r y - - o n e  o f  two  compan ies  w h i c h  
d o m i n a t e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  The o n l y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  E a r l y  Modern  P e r i o d  i s  t h e  K n i c k e r b o c k e r  
L e a t h e r  & N o v e l t y  Co. o f  1916.  D e p o t s  o f  b o t h  t h e  Mass C e n t r a l  
R a i l r o a d  and t h e  New London N o r t h e r n  R a i l r o a d  s u r v i v e ,  as does t h e  
c a r b a r n  o f  t h e  H o l y o k e  S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  (now t h e  t o w n ' s  h i g h w a y  
d e p a r t m e n t ) .  A t  M i l l  V a l l e y  i s  one o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  l e n t i c u l a r  
t r u s s e s  t o  come o u t  o f  E a s t  B e r l i n ,  C o n n e c t i c u t .  
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