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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: A p r i l  1 9 8 2  COMMUNITY: Agawam 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Agawam i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  
Va l  l e y .  The t o w n ' s  n o r t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r i e s  a r e  d e m a r c a t e d  
b y  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  and  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A l l  o f  t h e  
town,  e x c l u d i n g  i t s  w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  s l i g h t l y  
u n d u l a t i n g  p l a i n s .  The f l o o d p l a i n s  o f  t h e  W e s t f i e l  d  and  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r s  e x t e n d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  edges o f  
t h e  town,  and  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  o f  m o d e r a t e  e l e v a t i o n  a v e r a g i n g  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5 0  f e e t  above sea l e v e l .  The w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  o f  
Agawam i s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  a  t r a p  r i d g e  w h i c h  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  P r o v i n  
M o u n t a i n  Range. The r i d g e  has  a  maximum e l e v a t i o n  o f  600 f e e t .  
I s o l a t e d  a r e a s  o f  m a r s h l a n d  a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n m o s t  and  
e a s t e r n m o s t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  town.  L o c a l  s o i l s  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  
sandy l o a m  o f  t h e  p l a i n s  o r  t h e  g r a v e l l y  c l a y  o f  Agawam' u p l a n d s .  
The town i s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  
d r a i n a g e s .  S t reams s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  e a s t e r n  Agawam d r a i n  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  and e a s t  i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  The W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  i s  
f e d  b y  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  s t r e a m s  d r a i n i n g  n o r t h  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  A 
s m a l l  number o f  ponds a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  Agawam; s e v e r a l  oxbow ponds 
l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  and  C o n n e c t i c u t  
r i v e r s  d e m a r c a t e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  r i v e r .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Agawam was o r i g i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  b y  W i l l i a m  Pynchon i n  1635  as  Agawam 
P l a n t a t i o n ,  and i t  was i n c l u d e d  as p a r t  o f  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  g r a n t  
d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  The W e s t f i e l d  b o u n d a r y  was drawn a t  t h e  
m o u n t a i n  r i d g e  i n  1670,  w i t h  l a t e r  a d j u s t m e n t s .  I t  was i n c l u d e d  
as  p a r t  o f  West S p r - i n g f i e l d  p a r i s h  i n  1696 w i t h  a  b o u n d a r y  a t  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  and i n  t h e  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  s t a t e  
l i n e  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  i n  1713.  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  p a r i s h  was f o r m e d  i n  
1760,  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  West S p r i n g f i e l d  town i n  1774,  and f o r m e d  as  
Agawam p a r i s h  i n  1800. I n c o r p o r a t e d  as t h e  Town o f  Agawam i n  
1855,  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  was i t s  n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  w i t h  West 
S p r i n g f i e l d .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Agawam was a  s u b u r b a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town i n  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  
m e t r o p o l i t a n  S p r i n g f i e l d .  L o c a t e d  on t h e  w e s t  bank o f  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t ,  w i t h  n a t i v e  p l a n t i n g  f i e 1  ds r e p o r t e d  on t h e  Agawam 
d e l t a  a t  t h e  mouth  o f  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r .  I n i t i a l l y  s e t t l e d  as  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  o f  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  f a r m s t e a d s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a l o n g  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  meadows and  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  b y  t h e  m i d  
1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  A g r i c u l  t u r a l  economy expanded  d u r i n g  t h e  Col  o n i a l  
P e r i o d ,  w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  on West S t r e e t  ( F e e d i n g  
H i l l s )  i n  t h e i r  a u t h e n t i c  l a n d s c a p e  s e t t i n g .  An e a r l y  t e x t i l e  
i n d u s t r y  was a t t e m p t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  on T h r e e  m i l e  



Brook  w i t h  no s u r v i v i n g  t r a c e .  The Agawam c i v i c  c e n t e r  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  on M a i n  S t r e e t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  
w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  houses  o f  h i g h  s t y l e  F e d e r a l  d e s i g n  i n  t h e  e x t e n d e d  
s t r e e t  v i l l a g e .  Commerc ia l  t o b a c c o  p r o d u c t i o n  was i n t r o d u c e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  o n  f e r t i l e  l a n d s  n e a r  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
b o r d e r  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s u r v i v i n g  p e r i o d  b a r n s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  Hubbard  
and Shea C o r n e r s .  A  s e c o n d a r y  c e n t e r  d e v e l o p e d  a t  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  
w i t h  examp les  o f  Greek R e v i v a l  and I t a l  i a n a t e  s t y l e s  on t h e  
W e s t f i  e l  d  S t r e e t  a x i s .  

T h e r e  was i n c r e a s i n g  e x p a n s i o n  o f  s u b u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  t o  
Agawam f o r m  West S p r i n g f i e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  N o r t h  
Agawam d e v e l  oped as  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  f o r  t h e  M i  t t i n e a g u e  
m i l l s ,  w i t h  p e r i o d  h o u s i n g  and  Queen Anne c h u r c h e s .  S p r i n g f i e l d  
S t r e e t  emerged as  a  s t r e e t  c a r  s u b u r b  w i t h  modes t  t r a c t  h o u s i n g  
c e n t e r e d  a t  0 '  B r i e n ' s  C o r n e r .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  Modern P e r i o d ,  e x p a n d i n g  t o  West Agawam and  
Agawam C e n t e r  w i  t h  a g r i  c u l  t u r e  m a i n t a i n e d  on t h e  f e r t i l  e  b o t t o m  
l a n d s .  An e a r l y  a i r p o r t  was c o n s t r u c t e d  on S i l v e r  S t r e e t  as  
Bow les  F i e l d  f o r  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  r e g i o n ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  an 
i m p o r t a n t  s u r v i v i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  A r t  Deco IModern  h a n g a r  and 
o u t b u i l  d i n g s .  P r e s e n t  d e v e l  opment  t h r e a t e n s  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  
h i s t o r i c  c e n t e r s  a t  Agawam ( R o u t e  1 5 0 )  and  F e e d i n g  H i l l s .  Tobacco 
g r o w i n g  i s  s t i l l  v i a b l y  m a i n t a i n e d  on o u t l y i n g  r o a d s  n e a r  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  1  i n e .  

I V .  CONTACT P E R I O D  ( 1  500-1 6 2 0 )  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The r e g i o n a l  f o c u s  o f  r o u t e s  was t o  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  
Agawam ( W e s t f i e l d )  r i v e r s .  T h e r e  was a  documented f o r d w a y  a t  t h e  
Agawam d e l t a  a c r o s s  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  a t  l o w  w a t e r  r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  
S o u t h  B r i d g e  l o c a t i o n  ( W r i g h t  1 9 1 1 :  F i g .  I ) ,  w i t h  t r a i l  
c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  a l o n g  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  a p p e a r s  t o  
f o l l o w  M a i n  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 5 9 )  w i t h  a  l o o p  a t  N o r t h  Cemete ry  t o  
Agawam f o r d  o n  F e d e r a l  -Cooper  S t r e e t s  ( R o u t e  1 4 7  b r i d g e ) .  A  
s e c o n d a r y  t r a i l  f r o m  t h e  Agawam f o r d  t o  w e s t e r n  i n t e r i o r  ( F e e d i n g  
H i l l s )  i s  c o n j e c t u r e d  a l o n g  t h e  a x i s  o f  Rou te  1 4 7  f o l l o w i n g  
segments  o f  S p r i n g f i e l  d -Co lemore -Popu l  a r  Avenues t o  P h i l o  B rook .  
An a l t e r n a t e  i n t e r i o r  r o u t e  a l o n g  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  was p o s s i b l y  
l o c a t e d  t h r o u g h  R o b i n s o n  S t a t e  P a r k  a r o u n d  W h i t e  and M i l l e r  b r o o k s  
t o  t h e  P a u c a t u c k  f o r d w a y  a t  May H o l e .  S e c o n d a r y  n o r t h - s o u t h  
t r a i l s  f r o m  P a u c a t u c k  f o r d  ( W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r )  a p p e a r  t o  f o l l o w  
W e s t f i e l  d - S o u t h  S t r e e t s  ( R o u t e  1 8 7 )  t h r o u g h  F e e d i n g  H I l l s  and 
N o r t h  West /  S o u t h  West S t r e e t s  t h r o u g h  J o h n s o n  C o r n e r  a l o n g  t h e  
t o p o g r a p h i c  g r a i n .  O t h e r  l i k e l y  t r a i l  r o u t e s  may have  c o n n e c t e d  
e a s t  t o  w e s t  a l o n g  W o r t h i n g t o n  Brook  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  as 
Shoemaker Lane-  S o u t h  S t r e e t  f o r m  F e e d i n g  H i 1  1  s. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

T h e r e  w e r e  no r e p o r t e d  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  s i t e s .  However,  a s  w i t h  
West S p r i n g f i e l d ,  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was v e r y  1  i k e l y  heavy ,  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  a r e a ' s  l a r g e  amount  o f  e x c e l l e n t  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  l a n d  
and two m a j o r  r i v e r s .  N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p r o b a b l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on 
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t h e  W e s t f i e l  d  and C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n s  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  
f i s h i n g  mon ths .  S e v e r a l  u n i d e n t i f i e d  and  Wood1 and  P e r i o d  n a t i v e  
s i t e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  w e s t  and s o u t h  o f  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  and W e s t f i e l  d  r i v e r s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
M i t t i n e a g u e  F a l l s  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  h a v e  been a  m a j o r  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  
s i t e .  The i n t e r i o r  p l a i n s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  s i t e  o f  l a r g e r  
semi -pe rmanen t  v i l l a g e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  a r e a ' s  
p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  a n n u a l  f l o o d i n g  p r e v a l e n t  on t h e  f l o o d p l a i n s .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

P l a n t i n g  g r o u n d s  were  a v a i l a b l e  i n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  Agawam 
e x c l u d i n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  w e s t e r n  u p l a n d s  and s c a t t e r e d  m a r s h l a n d s .  
M i t t i n e a g u e  (Agawam) F a l l s  ( s l i g h t l y  w e s t  o f  N o r t h  Agawam) a n d  t h e  
mouth o f  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  w e r e  1  i k e l y  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t s  o f  
n a t i v e  f i s h i n g .  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  n o t e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  n a t i v e s  
s e t t i n g  u p  f i s h  t r a p s  a t  M i t t i n e a g u e  F a l l s  when f i r s t  p r e s e n t  i n  
t h e  a r e a  ( c a .  1 6 3 5 )  ( L a  F r a n c i s  1980 :5 ) .  H u n t i n g  a n d  g a t h e r i n g  
p r o b a b l y  o c c u r r e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  Agawam's m a r s h l a n d s  and wooded 
up1 ands.  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s  : 

Agawam, a l o n g  w i t h  West S p r i n g f i e l d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been a  m a j o r  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  and r e s o u r c e  a r e a  
i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  The f o r m e r  town was 
t h e  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Agawam, a  n a t i v e  g r o u p  who b y  t h e  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  a r e  s a i d  t o  have  c l a i m e d  c o n t r o l  o f  l a n d  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  be tween  E n f i e l d  Fa1 1  s  ( E n f i e l  d, 
C o n n e c t i c u t )  and  S o u t h  Had1 e y  Fa1 1  s  ( S o u t h  H a d l e y )  ( E v e n t s  
1879 :  I , 2 0 ) .  R e g i o n a l  c o n t r o l  was more ambiguous.  S e v e r a l  s o u r c e s  
s u g g e s t  t h e  Agawam w e r e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  Pocumtucks  who a r e  
t h o u g h t  t o  have  c o n t r o l  1  e d  t e r r i t o r y  r o u g h l y  encompass ing  an a r e a  
b o u n d i n g  Nipmuck t e r r i t o r y  t o  t h e  e a s t  and  Moh ican  t e r r i t o r y  t o  
t h e  w e s t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  (Thomas 1979 :37 ) .  The 
P o c u m t u c k ' s  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r i e s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  Va l  l e y  i n t o  Vermont  and C o n n e c t i c u t  r e s p e c t i v e l y  
I b i c .  T h e r e  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  l i k l i h o o d  o f  s u r v i v i n g  n a t i v e  
C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  s i t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Agawam's i n t e r i o r  and a t  t h e  
W e s t f i e l  d  R i v e r  mouth ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  1  i m i  t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1675)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  f 

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  r e m a i n e d  as  r e g i o n a l  h i g h w a y s  w i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  
n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  ) R o u t e  1 5 9 )  t o  Agawam f o r d  and 
West S p r i n g f i e l d  ( R o u t e  1 4 7 ) .  The r o a d  t o  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  was 
a p p a r e n t l y  1  o c a t e d  a l o n g  S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 4 7 ) .  The 
C o n n e c t i c u t  r i v e r  c r o s s i n g  f u n c t i o n e d  a t  l o w  w a t e r  f o r m  t h e  mouth  
o f  t h e  Agawam ( W e s t f i e l d )  r i v e r  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  ( W r i g h t  1 9 1 1 : F i g .  
1 ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  : 
Agawam's n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  was e x t e n s i v e  enough i n  ca.  1635  t h a t  
W i l l i a m  Pynchon chose  S p r i n g f i e l d  r a t h e r  t h a n  Agawam as t h e  
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p r i m a r y  s e t t l e m e n t  s i t e  o f  O l d  S p r i n g f i e l d .  None o f  t h e  
s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  n o t e d  t h e  d e v e s t a t i n g  e p i d e m i c  t h a t  s t r u c k  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  n a t i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  m i d  1630s,  b u t  
i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  i t  h a d  s e r i o u s  consequences  f o r  l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  

T h e r e  w e r e  no f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  a r e a ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n . .  It 
a p p e a r s  n o  more t h a n  a  h a n d f u l  o f  f a m i l i e s  o c c u p i e d  Agawam d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s *  

The o n l y  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i t e s  was t h e  f i s h i n g  
a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  M i  t t i n e a g u e  F a l l s .  

Agawam was t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  house  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  
g r a n t  o f  1635. The s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  i n  1635  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  
o f  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a  h a l f  m i l e  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r ' s  
c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  However,  t h e  s i t e  was 
abandoned s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  a f t e r  i t s  o c c u p a t i o n .  P r e  1675  c o l  o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  was l i m i t e d  and  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  c o n f i n e d  t o  r i v e r - f r o n t  
l o t s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  q u a r t e r  o f  Agawam. Permanen t  
c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was n o t  i n i t i a t e d  u n t i l  ca.  1660,  and was 
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  P r o p r i e t o r s .  P r o p e r t y  s e l e c t i o n  was 
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  l o t .  L o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l  d  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i n c e  t h e  Agawam P l a n t a t i o n  l a c k e d  i t s  own f a c i l  i ty. 

D. Economic Base : 

The n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  
p a t t e r n s .  Some n a t i v e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  o p e r a t i o n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  W i l l i a m  Pynchon  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1630s.  

A g r i  c u l  t u r e  was t h e  economic  m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  c o l  o n i  a1 s e t t l e m e n t .  
A l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n s  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and 
W e s t f i e l d  r i v e r s  were  d i v i d e d  i n t o  i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s  f o r  use  as 
p l a n t i n g  g r o u n d s  b y  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Longmeadow, and  Agawam r e s i d e n t s  
d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d .  By t h e  e a r l y  1640s,  t h e  F e e d i n g  
H i l l s  a r e a  was b e i n g  u t i l i z e d  as  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  l a n d .  L o c a l  
r e s i d e n t s  r e 1  i e d  on f i s h  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and W e s t f i e l d  
r i v e r s  as a  m a j o r  f o o d  s o u r c e .  The o n l y  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  l o c a l  
i n d u s t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  a  s a w m i l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  ca .  1664  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Agawam on T h r e e  m i l e  B rook ,  and a  
s e c o n d  s a w m i l l  i n  ca .  1672  on a  s t r e a m  i m m e d i a t e l y  s o u t h  o f  S o u t h  
S t r e e t  ( L a F r a n c i s  1980:93,94) .  

E. O b s e r v a t i o n s  ! 

Agawam r e m a i n e d  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  m a j o r  n a t i v e  v a l l e y  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  
l a t e  i n  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  when t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e s e t t l e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R i v e r  i n  s o u t h e r n  S p r i n g f i e l d .  The Agawam P l a n t a t i o n  was 
p r i m a r i l y  a  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  f o r  S p r i n g f i e l d .  Agawam r e s i d e n t s  were  
c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  due t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  g e n e r a l  
absence  o f  i n d u s t r i a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l ,  and  c i v i c l r e l  i g i o u s  
f a c i l  i t i e s .  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  v e s t i g e s  o f  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e  m o s t  
1  i k e l y  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  an a r e a  bounded b y  t h e  West 
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S p r i n g f i e l  dIAgawam 1  i n e ,  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  Schoo l  S t r e e t ,  and 
R o u t e  5A. P o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  ca .  1635 homes tead  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  t h e  
W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  mouth  may s t i l l  s u r v i v e .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1  775)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

T h e r e  was i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  h i g h w a y s  as r e g i o n a l  
r o a d s  f r o m  C o n n e c t i c u t  b y  1 7 5 0  w i t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 5 9 )  as t h e  
H a r t f o r d - S p r i n g f i e l  d  t u r n p i k e  t h r o u g h  Agawam, and 
Sou t h - W e s t f i e l  d - N o r t h  S t r e e t s  ( R o u t e  1 8 7 )  as t h e  
H a r t f o r d - N o r t h a m p t i o n  t u r n p i k e  t h r o u g h  F e e d i n g  H i 1  1  s  and t h e  
Agawam B r i d g e  a s  M i l  1 -Cooper  S t r e e t s .  O t h e r  m a j o r  r o a d s  i n c l u d e  
R i v e r  S t r e e t  a1 ong t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  l e v e e  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  s o u t h  
f e r r y  ( R o u t e  57 b r i d g e ) ,  and S o u t h w i c k  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  5 7 )  as t h e  
e a s t - w e s t  h i g h w a y  t o  S o u t h w i c k .  S e c o n d a r y  c o n n e c t o r s  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  N o r t h  S t r e e t  t o  F e e d i n g  H i l l s ,  B a r r y  S t r e e t  t o  
Shea C o r n e r ,  Adams S t r e e t  t o  T a r k i l l  B r o o k ,  and  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  
d i v i s i o n  r o a d  as  S u f f i e l d  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  75 i n  p a r t ) .  

P o p u l a t i o n  : 

T h e r e  w e r e  no f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  p o s t - 1 6 7 5  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  The c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  u n d e r g o  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  g r o w t h  u n t i l  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  ca.  
1695, 01 d  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  w e s t  s i d e  s e t t l e m e n t s  were  c o m p r i s e d  o f  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  32  f a m i l i e s ,  m o r e  t h a n  200 i n d i v i d u a l s .  Agawam 
began a t t r a c t i n g  f o r m e r  C o n n e c t i c u t  (e.g. S u f f i e l d ,  W i n d s o r )  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s .  By c a .  1727,  
a  s m a l l  number o f  B a p t i s t s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  w i t h i n  Agawam's 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  i s t  p o p u l  a t i o n .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  3 

No i n f o r m a t i o n  e x i s t s  c o n c e r n i n g  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  1  o c a t i o n s .  The 
c o l  o n i a l  commun i t y  u n d e r w e n t  c o n s i  d e r a b l  e  e x p a n s i o n  f r o m  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  r i v e r f r o n t  1  o c a t i o n .  P r e  1 7 0 0  s e t t l  ement  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and W e s t f i e l d  
r i v e r s  and T h r e e  m i l e  B r o o k .  S c a t t e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  as  
f a r  w e s t  as t h e  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  a r e a  and S o u t h  W e s t I N o r t h  West 
S t r e e t .  By t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  p r i m a r y  s e t t l e m e n t  node h a d  
d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  R o u t e  5A and Meadow 
S t r e e t ,  a  s i t e  o n l y  a  m i l e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  West S p r i n g f i e l d  p a r i s h  
( c a .  1 7 0 2 )  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  A s m a l l  e r ,  r o u g h l y  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
s e t t l e m e n t  node e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  F e e d i n g  H i l l s .  L a t e r  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  M a i n  
S t r e e t ,  as  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Agawam's f i r s t  p a r i s h  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( c a .  1 7 6 0 + )  w h i c h  was p r o b a b l y  s i t u a t e d  on M i 1 1  
S t r e e t ,  midway be tween  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  P o p l a r  and Cooper  
S t r e e t s .  L o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  ( c a .  1 6 4 3 )  and 
West S p r i n g f i e l d  ( c a .  1 7 0 2 )  m e e t i n g h o u s e s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  l o c a l  p a r i s h  f a c i l i t y .  
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D. Economic Baser 

Agawam m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  s t r o n g  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  base  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  T h e r e  was some e v i d e n c e  o f  l o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  
a  s a w m i l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  on a  s t r e a m  j u s t  b e l o w  S o u t h  S t r e e t  i n  
ca .  1672.  A  ca .  1680  f u l l i n g  o r  c l o t h  f i n i s h i n g  m i l l  was a l s o  
e r e c t e d ,  downs t ream o f  t h e  s a w m i l l  ( L a F r a n c i s  1980 :94 ) .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  ! 

R e s i d e n t i a l  : J u s t  o v e r  a  ha1 f dozen C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  r e s i d e n c e s  
s u r v i v e  i n  Agawam. O f  t h e s e ,  a l m o s t  ha1 f a r e  houses ;  t h e  o t h e r s  
a r e  c o t t a g e s .  O n l y  one house  i n c o r p o r a t e s  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  
ch imneys ;  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  a l l  have  c e n t e r  ch imneys .  Mos t  
a r e  s i m p l y  d e t a i l e d ,  a1 t h o u g h  one house  ( o n  N o r t h  W e s t f i e l d  Road) 
r e t a i n s  t h e  d o u b l  e - e a v e d  d o o r s  and heavy  c o n s o l e d  e n t a b l a t u r e  
t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  F u l l  f i v e  bay ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n s  p r e d o m i n a t e .  The e a r l i e s t  house  i n  t h e  town 
i s  d a t e d  1 7 1 8  ( N o b l e  House)  a n d  i s  a  gambre l  r o o f e d  c e n t e r  ch imney  
c o t t a g e ;  t h e  g a m b r e l ,  w h i c h  has  a  k i c k e d  eave, may b e  o r i g i n a l  o r  
may d a t e  f rom a  l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n .  The t o w n ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  
d a t e  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a  number o f  houses  o f  t h e  f i r s t  and second  
q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  m i g h t  h a v e  s u r v i v e d ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d  houses  seem t o  d a t e  a r o u n d  t h e  m i d  c e n t u r y .  A t  l e a s t  one 
b r i c k  house  was b u i l t  b e f o r e  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ;  t h i s  was t h e  J e s s e  
M c I n t i r e  House a t  F e e d i n g  H i l l s ,  a  2 0 - f o o t  s q u a r e ,  s t o r y  and ha1 f 
s t r u c t u r e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A1 t h o u g h  Agawam was s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  m i  d - s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  Agawam r e s i d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  m e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l  d  o r  
West S p r i n g f i e l d  u n t i l  1757.  I n  1757,  t h e  Agawam P a r i s h  was 
founded  as  t h e  S i x t h  P a r i s h  o f  S p r i n g f i e l d  u n t i l  1757.  I n  1757,  
t h e  Agawam P a r i s h  was f o u n d e d  as  t h e  S o u t h  P a r i s h  o f  S p r i n g f i e l d .  
The f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  1760,  b u t  i t  was t a k e n  down i n  
1 7 9 9  and moved t o  F e e d i n g  H i l l s .  The o n l y  o t h e r  r e 1  i g i o u s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was B a p t i s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a t  
F e e d i n g  H i l l s ,  w h i c h  f i r s t  m e t  i n  1727.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  E i g h t  t a v e r n s  w e r e  known t o  h a v e  o p e r a t e d  i n  Agawam 
i n  t h e  p e r i o d :  t h r e e  i n  Agawam and  f i v e  i n  F e e d i n g  H i l l s .  A l l  o f  
t h e s e  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  two  t u r n p i k e s  ( H a r t f o r d - S p r i n g f i e l  d,  
Rou te  1 5 9  and H a r t f o r d - N o r t h a m p t o n ,  Rou te  1 8 7 ) .  

F. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

Agawam, a l o n g  w i t h  West S p r i n g f i e l d ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  
p o s i t i o n  as a  k e y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  
V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  t w o  c o m m u n i t i e s  i s  
i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  " w e s t  s i d e ' s "  
a t t e m p t s  t o  e s t a b l  i s h  t h e m s e l  v e s  as a  semi -auonomous p a r i s h ,  and 
l a t e r  as a  s e p a r a t e  town  (West  S p r i n g f i e l d ) .  However, t h e  town 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  c l o s e  c o m m e r c i a l / i n d u s t r i a 1  t i e s  w i t h  
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  due t o  t h e  a r e a ' s  l i m i t e d  deve lopment .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  
some e v i d e n c e  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  
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V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775-1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

R e l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  t o  Agawam b y  1 7 9 9  r e q u i r e d  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  s e t  o f  c o n n e c t i n g  r o a d s  w i t h  E l m  and S i l v e r  S t r e e t s  
f r o m  S u f f i e l d  C o r n e r .  T h e r e  was c o n t i n u e d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  
n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  w i t h  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  
Agawam t o l l  b r i d g e  i n  1803 ( S w i f t  1969:  p. 1 0 1 )  and  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  
o f  S u f f i e l d  S t r e e t  as a  r e g i o n a l  t u r n p i k e  ( R o u t e  7 5 ) .  L o c a l  
c o n n e c t o r s  a l s o  e x t e n d e d  t o  N o r t h  Agawam m i l l  s i t e s  as Map le  and 
W a l n u t  s t r e e t s .  

Popu l  a  t i  on : 

Agawam's p o p u l a t i o n  i s  i n s e p e r a b l e  f r o m  t h a t  o f  West S p r i n g f i e l d  
u n t i l  1855.  Based o n  38.1% o f  t h e  l a n d  a r e a  o f  t h e  o l d  town o f  
West S p r i n g f i e l d  (modern  Agawam, H o l y o k e ,  and  West S p r i n g f i e l d ) ,  
t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  may h a v e  r i s e n  f r o m  a r o u n d  900 i n  1790 t o  
1 2 0 0  i n  1 8 3 0  - a  r i s e  o f  a b o u t  33% i n  f o r t y  y e a r s .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The c i v i c  c e n t e r  r e l o c a t e d  f r o m  M i l l  S t r e e t  (West  Agawam) t o  Main  
S t r e e t  b y  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  t h e  f o c u s  a t  E l m  and Schoo l  
S t r e e t s .  T e x t i l e  m i l l s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  on T h r e e m i l e  B rook  ( S o u t h  S t r e e t )  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
e x p a n s i o n  a r o u n d  F e e d i n g  H i 1  1 s  t o  Shea C o r n e r  ( C o n n e c t i c u t  1  i n e ) .  

Economic Base:  

T h r o u g h o u t  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  Agawam has  been an i m p o r t a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
town.  I n  t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d ,  some o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r o d u c e  was 
d i s t i l l e d .  As e a r l y  as  1801,  E l i j a h  P o r t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  
d i s t i l l e r y  used  i n i t i a l l y  f o r  d i s t i l l i n g  p e p p e r m i n t ,  l a t e r  f o r  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  w h i s k e y  f r o m  p o t a t o e s .  The a d j a c e n t  g r i s t  m i l l  on 
T h r e e m i l e  B rook  was a l s o  owned b y  P o r t e r  and i t  g r o u n d  t h e  g r a i n  
u s e d  t o  p r o d u c e  Agawam G i n ,  a  p r o d u c t  t h a t  i s  s a i d  t o  have  
d e v e l o p e d  a  n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  b y  m i d  c e n t u r y  ( L a F r a n c i s ,  9 6 ) .  

P o r t e r  was a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  t e x t i l e  m i l l ,  a  s m a l l  
c o t t o n  m i l l  b u i l t  on  T h r e e m i l e  B rook  (now t h e  s i t e  o f  R i v e r s i d e  
Amusement P a r k )  b y  Thomas B e l d e n  o f  H a r t f o r d  a n d  f o u r  Agawam men. 
( T h i s  may be  t h e  Agawam C o t t o n ,  Woolen and L i n e n  Mfg., 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  2 /24 /1810 ;  whose name was changed t o  t h e  Agawam Mfg. 
Co. i n  1 8 1 2 ) .  

The t o w n ' s  s e c o n d  t e x t i l e  m i l l  was b u i l t  on t h r e e m i l e  B rook  a t  E l m  
S t r e e t  as a  f u l l i n g  m i l l .  By 1812  i t  was p r o d u c i n g  w o o l e n  
b r o a d c l o t h ,  b u t  l i k e  t h e  l o w e r  m i l l  a t  R i v e r s i d e  P a r k ,  seems t o  
have  h a d  a  c h e c k e r e d  h i s t o r y ,  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  numerous owners  
b e f o r e  b e c o m i n g  a  s u c c e s s  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A  l i t t l e  more  t h a n  a  dozen F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  houses a r e  
documented i n  Agawam; p e r h a p s  as many as  a n o t h e r  t w o  dozen p e r i o d  
houses  have  s u r v i v e d  a n d  h a v e  n o t  been r e c o r d e d .  The l a t t e r  
c a t e g o r y  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  c o t t a g e s ,  w h i c h  t e n d  t o  b e  
o v e r l o o k e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  houses .  A l t h o u g h  m o s t  houses  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  more u p - t o - d a t e  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  and d o u b l  e  end 
ch imney ,  c e n t e r  ha1 1  p l a n ,  more  t r a d i  t i o n a l  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  houses 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  The m o s t  s t y 1  i s h  
houses  a r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  be tween  
Meadow and L e o n a r d  S t r e e t s .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  h i p  r o o f s ,  
e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d s  w i t h  semi e l l  i p t i c a l  f a n 1  i g h t s  and second  s t o r y  
P a l l a d i a n  w indows.  Among t h e  f i n e s t  houses  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  
Co l  t o n - C o o l  e y  House i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  A s h e r  B e n j a m i n ;  a1 t h o u g h  
o t h e r  Ben j a m i n  c o m m i s s i o n s  a r e  k n o w i n g  t h e  a r e a  ( n o t a b l e  
c o m m i s s i o n s  o f  1796 and  1797  i n  N o r t h a m p t o n  and G r e e n f i e l d  a n d  t h e  
A l e x a n d e r  House o f  1811 i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ) ,  a f t e r  1802,  B e n j a m i n ' s  
p r a c t i c e  was l o c a t e d  i n  B o s t o n .  Thus, f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  w o u l d  b e  
needed t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  a t t r i b u t i o n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S e v e r a l  c h u r c h e s  were  f o u n d e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l ,  F e e d i n g  H i 1  1  ( 1 8 0 2 )  and Second 
C o n g r e g a t i o n  ( 1 8 1 9 ) .  The f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  was moved i n  1821 t o  F e e d i n g  H i l l s ,  where  
i t  was u s e d  b y  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l i a n s  t h e r e .  The Second 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  a c q u i r e d  t h e  01 d  S u f f i e l  d  ( C o n n e c t i c u t )  
m e e t i n g  house  f o r  i t s  use.  I n  1830,  t h e  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  a t  Agawam 
C e n t e r  b u i l t  a  c h u r c h .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  p e r i o d  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  A  one  a n d  a  h a l f  s t o r y  Greek R e v i v a l  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  p o r c h  and s q u a r e  b e l f r y ,  t h e  c h u r c h  has  
s i n c e  been g r e a t l y  a1  t e r e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s  b u i l t ,  
n i n e  s c h o o l h o u s e s  w e r e  known t o  have  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  town a t  t h e  
end o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d .  

V I I I .  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

T h e r e  was c o n t i n u e d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  c o n n e c t o r s  t o  N o r t h  Agawam 
v i l l a g e  f r o m  M i  t t i n e a g u e  (West  S p r i n g f i e l d )  w i t h  t h e  W e s t f i e l  d  
R i v e r  b r i d g e  ( B r i d g e  S t r e e t )  i n  1840 and t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
W e s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  t h r o u g h  West S p r i n g f i e l d  b y  1 8 4 2  ( S w i f t  1969:  pp. 
99-101 ) .  L o c a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  f a r m  r o a d s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  N o r t h  
S t r e e t  E x t e n s i o n  t o  F e e d i n g  H i l l s ,  P i n e  S t r e e t  t o  S u f f i e l d ,  
C o n n e c t i c u t  ( R o u t e  1871,  and  Garden S t r e e t  t o  S u f f i e l d  C o r n e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Agawam's p o p u l a t i o n ,  a g a i n ,  i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  t h a t  o f  West 
S p r i n g f i e l d  u n t i l  1855.  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  1,543 
p e r s o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  42.4% o f  t h e  comb ined  West S p r i n g f i  e l  d-Agawam 
t e r r i t o r y ,  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  t h e  new town was somewhat more  s p a r s e l y  
p o p u l a t e d  t h a n  i t s  n e i g b o r  t o  t h e  n o r t h ) .  
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S l i g h t l y  more  t h a n  16% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  were  f o r e i g n  b o r n ,  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  c o u n t y  and s t a t e  a v e r a g e .  O f  t h e  260 
i m m i g r a n t s ,  75% w e r e  I r i s h ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  13% f r o m  Germany and  
H o l l  and. 

Between 1855 and  1870,  d e s p i t e  a  l o s s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
C i v i l  War y e a r s ,  Agawam g rew b y  a b o u t  30%, r e a c h i n g  2,001 i n  
1870. A  good  p a r t  o f  t h i s  g r o w t h  may have  been a t  N o r t h  Agawam, 
w h i c h  was c l o s e  t o  t h e  m i l l s  a t  M i  t t i n e a g u e  and h a d  begun t o  t u r n  
i n t o  a  m i l l  v i l l a g e .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The c i v i c  c e n t e r  r e m a i n e d  a t  Agawam v i l l a g e  a l o n g  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  
a x i s  w i t h  a  s e c o n d a r y  c e n t e r  a t  F e e d i n g  H i l l s .  I n d u s t r i a l  
a c t i v i t y  was abandoned a t  T h r e e m i l e  B rook  w i t h  a  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  
t h e  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  a x i s  i n  N o r t h  Agawam a f t e r  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  
W e s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  i n  M i t t i n e a g u e  (Wes t  S p r i n g f i e l d )  d u r i n g  t h e  
1850s.  A g r i c u l t u r e  expanded  on t h e  f e r t i l e  p l a i n s  t o  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  1  i n e  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o m m e r i c a l  t o b a c c o  
d u r i n g  t h e  m i d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h i c h  was c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  F e e d i n g  
H i  11  s  and Hubbard  C o r n e r  ( S u f  f i  e l  d  S t r e e t  1. 

D. Economic Base:  

The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  saw t h e  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  Agawam's 
i n t e r e s t s :  i n  t h e  1850s a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  p a p e r  m i l l s  a p p e a r  t o  have  
been i n  o p e r a t i o n ;  and b o t h  t h e  Wor th  P a p e r  Company a n d  t h e  Agawam 
Wool en M i  11 w e r e  es t a b 1  i shed on a  p e r m a n e n t  and p r o s p e r o u s  b a s i s .  
The H. P o r t e r  and Company d i s t i l l e r y  was s h i p p i n g  Agawam G i n  t o  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  and w o r t h  $117,000 i n  1865,  i t  h a d  much t h e  h i g h e s t  
v a l u e  o f  any  m a n u f a c t u r e d  p r o d u c t  i n  t h e  town.  

D e s p i t e  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  r e m a i n e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  e m p l o y e r .  
I n  1865,  284 fa rms emp loyed  516 p e r s o n s .  I n  1855,  i t  was one o f  
o n l y  f o u r  towns i n  t h e  V a l l e y  t o  r e p o r t  c o m m e r c i a l  m i l k  s a l e s .  
Ten y e a r s  l a t e r ,  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n  towns i n  t h e  c o u n t y  r e p o r t i n g  m i l k  
s a l e s .  Agawam r a n k e d  f o u r t h ,  w i t h  10.6% o f  t h e  t o t a l  p r o d u c e d  i n  
t h e  c o u n t y .  H a r v e y  P o r t e r ,  who p r i o r  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  
W e s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  h a d  s e n t  h e r d s  o f  c a t t l e  o v e r l a n d  t o  B r i g h t o n  
m a r k e t  o u t s i d e  B o s t o n ,  became t h e  f i r s t  ( i n  t h e  V a l l e y ? )  t o  s h i p  
c a t t l e  b y  r a i l  ( L a F r a n c i s ,  9 8 ) .  

C i g a r  m a k i n g  h a d  been i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  a t  
n e a r b y  S u f f i e l d  i n  1810.  By t h e  1850s ,  t h e  V a l l e y  towns o f  
Agawam, S o u t h w i c k ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and W e s t f i e l  d  a l l  p r o d u c e d  
s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  c i g a r s .  ( N e i  t h e r  Hampsh i re  n o r  F r a n k 1  i n  
c o u n t i e s  r e p o r t e d  any c i g a r  p r o d u c t i o n . )  O f  t h e s e  towns  i n  1855, 
Agawam r a n k e d  f i r s t ,  p r o d u c t i o n  one t h i r d  o f  a l l  c i g a r s  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  t h e  V a l l e y ,  e m p l o y i n g  56 men and 2 0  women. The 
l a r g e s t  o f  t h e s e  c i g a r  shops was t h a t  o f  D u d l e y  Lane a t  F e e d i n g  
H i l l s ,  whose shop e m p l o y e d  28 men and 1 5  women. L a n e ' s  shop was 
s a i d  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  50,OO c i g a r s  a  week. 

Agawam a l s o  grew a  s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t y  o f  t o b a c c o .  Between 1855 
and 1865  t h e  a c r e a g e  p l a n t e d  grew f r o m  23 a c r e s  t o  105  a c r e s ,  
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t h o u g h  t h e  town m a i n t a i n e d  a  r a n k  o f  t h i r d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  
t o b a c c o  p r o d u c t i o n ,  f o l l  o w i n g  W e s t f i  e l  d  and  West S p r i n g f i  e l  d. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : A  f a i r  amount  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  m o s t  h o u s e s  b u i l t  a l o n g  S o u t h  and N o r t h  West 
S t r e e t s  and P i n e  S t r e e t  i n  F e e d i n g  H i l l s ,  a n d  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  
Agawam C e n t e r .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  a r e  s i d e h a l l  Greek R e v i v a l  and  
I t a l i a n a t e  houses ,  b u t  a t  Agawam C e n t e r  a r e  l o c a t e d  s e v e r a l  more 
p r e t e n t i o u s  p e r i o d  houses  o f  b r i  ck and f r a m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
P r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  o f  t h e s e  i s  t h e  Bemis House ( 1 8 6 2 ) ,  a  
t w o - s t o r y  Greek R e v i v a l  house  e m b e l l  i s h e d  w i  t h  a  monumental  I o n i c  
p o r t i c o  w i t h  p e d i m e n t .  A1 s o  known a r e  s e v e r a l  b r i c k  Greek R e v i v a l  
houses  w i t h  end ch imneys  and f i v e - b a y  p l a n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  b u i l t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n  more r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  town,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  o f  F e e d i n g  H i l l s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  c h u r c h  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  
F e e d i n g  H i l l s  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 3 4 ) ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  Greek 
R e v i v a l  c h u r c h  w i t h  a  t w o - s t a g e  s q u a r e  b e l f r y .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  
c h u r c h  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  b e l i e v e d  t o  s t i l l  s t a n d .  O t h e r  c h u r c h e s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  w e r e  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  a t  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  
(1851  ) and a n o t h e r  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  a t  S o u t h  Agawam 
( 1 8 4 0 ) .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL P E R I O D  ( 1  870-1  91 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Improvement  o f  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  o c c u r r e d  
w i t h  t h e  C e n t r a l  New E n g l a n d  R a i l r o a d  t h r o u g h  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  i n  
1900 ,  w i t h  r e m a i n s  o f  West f i e l d  R i v e r  t r e s t l e  i n  R o b i n s o n  P a r k  
(abandoned) .  The o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  S o u t h  End B r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  i n  1 8 7 9  r e p l a c e d  t h e  f e r r y  o p e r a t i o n  t o  
S p r i n g f i e l d  w i t h  a  c o n n e c t o r  t o  Agawam town c e n t e r  as  S c h o o l  
S t r e e t .  T h e r e  was e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  s u b u r b a n  t r o l l e y  r o u t e s  d u r i n g  
t h e  1890s  f r o m  West S p r i n g f i e l d  w i t h  l o c a l  1  i n e s  t o  Agawam C e n t e r  
on  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  amusement comp lex  a t  R i v e r s i d e  P a r k ,  
and a  l o o p  t o  N o r t h  Agawam and  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  on  
Walnut-Map1 e - S p r i n g f i e l  d  s t r e e t s  t h r o u g h  West Agawam. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1870  and  1900 ,  Agawam's p o p u l a t i o n  f l u c t u a t e d .  On t h e  
w h o l e ,  t h e  town grew o n l y  26% i n  t h e  t h i r t y  y e a r s  u p  t o  1900,  
a1 t h o u g h  i n  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  i t  grew b y  n e a r l y  80%, 
r e a c h i n g  4,555 i n  1915. I n  1905, 22% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  r e s i d e n t ' s  
were  f o r e i g n  b o r n ,  o f  whom t h e  m a j o r i t y  were  F r e n c h  Canad ians  
( 3 1 % ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  I r i s h  ( 2 2 % ) ,  and  I t a l i a n s  (18.4%).  The 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  N o r t h  Agawam as  a  m i l l  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  a t  
M i t t i n e a g u e  was s a i d  t o  c o n t a i n  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

C o n t i n u e d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  t h e  W e s t f i  e l  d  R i v e r  
a x i s  f r o m  West S p r i n g f i e l d  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  
A  s e c o n d a r y  c e n t e r  d e v e l o p e d  a t  N o r t h  Agawam f r o m  M i t t i n e a g u e  
m i l l s ,  and s u b u r b a n  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  d e v e l o p e d  a l o n g  t h e  
S p r i n g f i e l  d  S t r e e t  t r o l l  e y  1  i n e  t o  West Agawam. Commerc ia l  
A g r i c u l t u r e  was m a i n t a i n e d  on t h e  f e r t i l e  p a l i n s  t o  F e e d i n g  
H i l l s .  Tobacco and m a r k e t  g a r d e n i n g  f o r  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  a r e a  w r e  
t h e  p r i m a r y  c r o p s .  

D. Economic  Base;  

A1 t h o u g h  t h e  Wor thy  P a p e r  M i l  1  , t h e  Agawam Wool en M i  11 , and  t h e  
P o r t e r  d i s t i l l  e r y  a1 1  r e m a i n e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
Agawam's p r i n c i p a l  g r o w t h  was i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  town.  By 1880,  o n l y  W e s t f i e l  d  h a d  a  g r e a t e r  
number o f  f a r m s  t h a n  Agawam. Agawam l e d  t h e  c o u n t y  t h a t  y e a r  i n  
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  m i l k ,  eggs ,  t o b a c c o ,  I r i s h  p o t a t o e s ,  an  I n d i a n  
c o r n .  I t s  m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  was t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  V a l l e y  ( a l t h o u g h  
i n  o t h e r  census  y e a r s ,  1875-95,  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r a n k e d  s e c o n d  
a f t e r  W e s t f i e l d ) .  L i k e  West S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Agawam h a d  one  o f  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  r e t a i l  m i l k  r o u t e s  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  an i n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  
o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  m i l k  was s a i d  t o  
come f r o m  Agawam farms.  P o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  b y  1895 w e r e  v a l u e d  a t  
$25,889, g i v i n g  t h e  town t h e  l e a d  p l a c e  i n  t h a t  i n d u s t r y .  Agawam 
r e t a i n e d  i t s  l e a d  i n  t o b a c c o :  w i t h  a  c r o p  v a l u e d  a t  $120,349, i t  
h a d  38% o f  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  and was t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  
t o b a c c o  p r o d u c i n g  town i n  t h e  V a l l e y  a f t e r  H a t f i e l d  and H a d l e y .  
I n  1915 t h e r e  w e r e  217 t o b a c c o  b a r n s .  The l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  g r o w e r s  
was t h e  Cuban C o n n e c t i c u t  Tobacco Company, w i t h  416 a c r e s .  

C i g a r  mak ing ,  however ,  i s  no l o n g e r  i n  e v i d e n c e .  By 1880 ,  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  h a d  m i g r a t e d  t o  W e s t f i e l  d  and S p r i n g f i e l d ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  
t w o  men emp loyed  i n  Agawam. 

Much o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  peaked  a b o u t  1900  
as t h e  p r e s s u r e  o n  r e a l  e s t a t e  grew, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
and n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  town.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : T h r e e  d i s t i n c t  t y p e s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  L a t e  i n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d .  The f i r s t  was i n f i l l  o f  
e x i s t i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  T h i s  o c c u r r e d  a t  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  and A t  
Agawam C e n t e r ,  where  e a r l i e r  l i n e a r  s e t t l e m e n t s  became more 
dense.  A t  Agawam C e n t e r ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  s i d e  s t r e e t s  o f  c l o s e l y  
spaced  houses  were  d e v e l o p e d .  Because t h i s  p r o c e s s  spanned t h e  
e n t i r e  p e r i o d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p l a n s  and s t y l e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  
two  a r e a s .  These i n c l u d e  l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  and s i m p l e  S t i c k  S t y l e  
and  Queen Anne c o t t a g e s  and houses ,  p y r a m i  day1 h i p  r o o f  Col o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  houses  and b u n g a l o w s  o f  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  and, 
o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a  t w o - f a m i l y  house  o r  t h r e e - d e c k e r -  The s e c o n d  t y p e  
o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  s t r e e t c a r  o r  
a u t o r o u t e - r e 1  a t e d ,  1  o c a t e d  a1 ong  p r e v i o u s l y  u n d e v e l  oped r o a d s  i n  
b o t h  1  i n e a r  and c l u s t e r e d  f a s h i o n s ,  M o s t  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  
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c o n s i s t s  o f  one and  one ha1 f s t o r y  h i p  o r  g a b l e  r o o f e d  w o r k e r s '  
c o t t a g e s  and b u n g a l o w s  b u i l t  a f t e r  1900. T y p i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  a r e  
s h i n g l e d  an i n c o r p o r a t e  s i m p l e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  o r  C r a f t s m a n  
d e t a i l s .  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  M i l l ,  S u f f i e l d ,  and  Meadow S t r e e t s  a r e  a l l  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  such  d e v e l o p m e n t .  The t h i r d  t y p e  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  N o r t h  Agawam o f  a  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  dense n e i  g h b o r h o o d  o f  w o r k e r s  ' h o u s i n g  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p a p e r  m i l l s  a t  M i  t t i n e a g u e ,  
s i t u a t e d  o p p o s i t e  Agawam i n  West S p r i n g f i e l d .  H o u s i n g  a t  N o r t h  
Agawam i n c l u d e s :  L a t e  I t a l i a n a t e ,  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  and  Queen Anne 
houses  and c o t t a g e s ;  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  Queen Anne, and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
t w o - f a m i l y  and  d o u b l e  houses ;  and  Queen Anne, Col o n i a l  R e v i v a l ,  
and C r a f t s m a n  t h r e e - d e c k e r s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1874,  t w o  b r i c k  town  h a l l s  were  b u i l t ,  one i n  
Agawam and one i n  F e e d i n g  H i l l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  m u n i c i p a l  
o f f i c e s ,  t h e s e  housed  t h e  u p p e r  g r a d e s  o f  t h e  Agawam s c h o o l s  as 
we1 1. Ne i  t h e r  i s  know t o  s u r v i v e .  O t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g s  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  t h e  Granger ,  P i e r c e ,  and  P h e l p s  S c h o o l s ,  a l l  
b r i c k  G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l  b u i l  d i n g s  one s t o r y  t a l l  , b u i l  t a r o u n d  
1910.  Churches  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n  C a t h o l i c  
p a r i s h  o f  S t .  W i l l i a m  ( f o u n d e d  1 8 7 4 )  a t  N o r t h  Agawam, housed  i n  a  
y e l l o w  b r i c k  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g ,  and  S t .  J o h n ' s  C a t h o l i c  
Church  a t  Agawam C e n t e r ,  a  s t o r y  and a h a l f  f r a m e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  
b u i l d i n g  o f  c a .  1900.  

Commer ica l  : Commer ica l  d e v e l  opment f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
a t  O ' B r i e n ' s  C o r n e r ,  a t  F e e d i n g  H i l l s ,  and t o  a  l e s s e r  d e g r e e  a t  
Agawam C e n t e r .  Commerc ia l  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  O ' B r i e n ' s  C o r n e r  i n c l u d e  
s e v e r a l  t w o - s t o r y  masonry  c o m m e r c i a l  b l o c k s  b u i l t  ca.  1915.  
O t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  one s t o r y  f r a m e  
b u i l d i n g s  o f  l i t t l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  A t  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  
a r e  l o c a t e d  a  few two  s t o r y  I t a l  i a n a t e  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  ca .  
1890.  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 9 1 5 1  -1940)  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

T h e r e  was i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  r e g i o n a l  h i g h w a y s  as a u t o  r o a d s ,  w i t h  a  
p r i m a r y  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o n n e c t o r  f r o m  H a r t f o r d  as  R o u t e  5A (now Rou te  
1 5 9 )  o v e r  t h e  S o u t h  End B r i d g e  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and  e a s t - w e s t  
c o n n e c t o r  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  a s  R o u t e  57 t h r o u g h  F e e d i n g  H i l l s ,  and a  
l o c a l  c o n n e c t o r  t o  S u f f i e l d  a s  Rou te  1 8 7  f r o m  W e s t f i e l d .  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l  d  r e g i o n a l  a i r p o r t  c o m p l e x  s p o n s o r e d  
b y  M a j o r  Bow les  i n  1 9 3 0  ( B a u e r  1975:  p. 1 0 5 )  i n  West Agawam 
( S i l v e r  S t r e e t )  was abandoned d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  
( a 1  t h o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h a n g a r  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l  d i n g  a r e  
s t i l l  i n t a c t  as  Bow les  Agawam A i r p o r t ) .  Suburban  s t r e e t c a r  
s e r v i c e  t o  F e e d i n g  H i l l s  and R i v e r s i d e  P a r k  was abandoned i n  1936.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  g rew b y  72% i n  t h e  24 y e a r s  1915-40.  Much o f  t h i s  
g r o w t h  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  when t h e  town g rew b y  o v e r  200 
p e r s o n s  a  y e a r .  I n  1 9 4 0  t h e  number o f  r e s i d e n t s  was 7,842 - a b o u t  
a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1975.  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

C o n t i n u e d  s u b u r b a n  e x p a n s i o n  f r o m  West S p r i n g f i e l d  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  
t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t  a x i s  ( R o u t e  1 4 7 )  t o  West Agawam w i t h  a  
l o c a l  c e n t e r  a t  N o r t h  Agawam. The c i v i c  c e n t e r  was m a i n t a i n e d  on 
M a i n  S t r e e t  w i t h  a  s e c o n d a r y  c e n t e r  a t  F e e d i n g  H i l l s .  Tobacco 
g r o w i n g  r e m a i n e d  a c t i v e  a l o n g  t h e  f e r t i l e  p l a i n s  t o  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  l i n e ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  S i l v e r  S t r e e t  f i e l d s  t o  
a i r p o r t  and  f a i r g r o u n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  (Bowl  es-Agawam 
A i r p o r t ) .  / Commerc ia l  s t r i  p d e v e l  opment  fo rmed  a1 ong  t h e  
S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t  a x i s  f r o m  West S p r i n g f i e l d  w i t h  a  l o c a l  
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a t  O ' B r i e n ' s  C o r n e r .  

D. Economic  Base: 

No a g r i c u l  t u r a l  s t a t i s t i c s  were  e n c o u n t e r e d  f o r  t h e  E a r l y  Modern 
P e r i o d .  By t h e  1920s,  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  town was r a p i d l y  
becoming  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b u r b  o f  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  a1 t h o u g h  f a r m s  a t  
F e e d i n g  H i l l  s  r e m a i n e d  engaged  i n  m a r k e t  g a r d e n i n g ,  d a i r y i n g ,  
p o u l t r y  r a i s i n g ,  and t o b a c c o  f a r m i n g .  No new m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
i n d u s t r i e s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d ,  a1 t h o u g h  b o t h  t h e  Wor thy  P a p e r  Company 
a n d  t h e  Agawam Woolen M i l l  r e m a i n e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p e r i o d .  

One o f  Agawam's p r i n c i p a l  l a n d m a r k s .  R i v e r s i d e  P a r k ,  was d e v e l o p e d  
p r i m a r i l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n i t i a l l y  opened  i n  1870  b y  J o h n  
G a l l u p  as  R i v e r s i d e  Grove,  t h e  p a r k ,  l i k e  i t s  u p s t r e a m  n e i g h b o r ,  
C a l l a  S h a s t a ,  c a t e r e d  1  a r g e l y  t o  r i v e r b o a t  e x c u r s i o n s  f r o m  
S p r i n g f i e l d  and o t h e r  r i v e r  town.  I n  1912 H e n r y  P e r k i n s  o r g a n i z e d  
t h e  R i v e r s i d e  Amusement Company, w h i c h  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p e d  and  
o p e r a t e d  t h e  p a r k  u n t i l  i t s  p u r c h a s e  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  owners  i n  
1939.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A f a i r  amount  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  
t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  ha1 f o f  
Agawam. M o s t  o f  t h i s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s m a l l  w o r k e r s '  c o t t a g e s ,  one 
and o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  h i p  o r  g a b l e  r o o f s  and 
s h e d  do rmers .  C o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  s u c h  houses  a r e  l o c a t e d  on 
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  N o r t h ,  Ma in ,  and Meadow S t r e e t s .  L a r g e r  and more  
e l a b o r a t e  C o l o n i a l  , D u t c h  C o l o n i a l  , and  T u d o r  R e v i v a l  houses a r e  
l o c a t e d  on R i v e r  Road, w h i c h  began t o  d e v e l o p  as an e l i t e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and  on M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  Agawam C e n t e r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Among t h e  p e r i o d ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g s  a r e  t h e  
Danahy Schoo l  and S t .  T h e r e s a ' s  C a t h o l i c  Church ,  b o t h  a t  N o r t h  
Agawam. The Danahy S c h o o l ,  a  we1 1  - d e t a i l e d  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  
G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  ca.  1920,  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  
abandoned. The c h u r c h  i s  a  o n e - s t o r y  Tudor  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  The m o s t  n o t e w o r t h y  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
i s  t h e  Bowles-Agawam A i r p o r t  ( 1 9 3 0 )  on S i l v e r  S t r e e t .  A c o n c r e t e  
A r t  Deco IModern  t e r m i n a l  a n d  h a n g a r  a r e  e x t a n t .  
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X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS: 

I n d u s t r i a l  : The t o w n ' s  s u r v e y  o m i t t e d  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r i a l  
s t r u c t u r e :  t h e  b r i c k  Agawam Woolen M i l l  on  Elm S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  
1889-90  a f t e r  a  f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  e a r l y  wooden b u i l d i n g .  A l s o  
o b s e r v e d  were  t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  Wor thy  P a p e r  Company ( b u r n e d  1 9 7 5 ) ,  
and  a  g r o u p  o f  d i s t i n c t i v e  r o u n d  b r i c k  a c c e s s  chambers b u i l t  i n  
t h e  1930s on t h e  r o u t e  o f  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  A q u e d u c t  f r o m  P r o v i n g  
M o u n t a i n  r e s e r v o i r .  The Bowl es A i r p o r t  h a n g a r  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
b u i l d i n g  ( b o t h  1 9 2 9 )  a l s o  s u r v i v e .  

Agawam's e x i s t i n g  i n v e n t o r y  i n c l  udes o n l y  t h e  m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d w e l l  i n g s ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h o s e  d a t i n g  b e f o r e  
1830. Very  few i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  a n d  no 
i n d u s t r i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l  d i n g s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d .  Area f o r m s  
s h o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e d  f o r  N o r t h  Agawam; L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g s  ( s c h o o l s  and c h u r c h e s )  s h o u l  d  b e  r e c o r d e d  
a l o n g  w i t h  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  a n d  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  c o m m e r c i a l  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  The e x i s t i n g  i n v e n t o r y  f o r  t h e  town was 
c o m p l e t e d  i n  1967 and  s h o u l d  b e  u p d a t e d  t o  c u r r e n t  f o r m s  and 
s t a n d a r d s  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  maps 1. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many f o r m s  a r e  
p h o t o s t a t s  o f  o r i g i n a l s  and do n o t  i n c l u d e  s e c o n d  page h i s t o r i c a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  

Agawam, M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  Over  t h e  Span o f  a  C e n t u r y ,  18 -55 -195  
(nap. ,  1 9 5 5 )  

B a u e r ,  F r a n k ,  A t  t h e  C r o s s  Roads ( S p r i n g f i e l  d  B i c e n t e n n i a l  Com 
m i  t t e e ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  

L a F r a n c i s ,  E d i t h ,  Agawam, M a s s a c h u s e t t s  (Agawam, 1 9 8 0 ) .  

S w i f t ,  E s t h e r  M., H i s t o r y  o f  West S p r i n g f i e l d  ( 1 9 6 9 ) .  

Thomas, P e t e r ,  I n  a  M a e l s t r o m  o f  Change: The I n d i a n  T r a d e  and  
C u l t u r a l  P r o c e s s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  Val  l e v  1635-7665.  ... .- - - - - 
(Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Mass., Amhers t ,  1 9 1 9 ) .  

W r i g h t ,  H a r r y  A l l e n ,  E a r l y  Maps o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  (1911 ). 
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