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SECRETARY GALVIN TO PRESENT 2011 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD TO
SANDWICH TOWN HALL

Secretary of the Commonwealth William Francis Galvin, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical
Commission, announces the selection of the Sandwich Town Hall to receive a 2011 Massachusetts
Historical Commission Historic Preservation Award.

“The Massachusetts Historical Commission is proud to recognize the extraordinary accomplishments
of this year’s awardees,” said Secretary Galvin. “The projects the Commission is recognizing this year are
particularly diverse and represent the many creative ways that significant historic resources are being
preserved across the Commonwealth. I commend the Town of Sandwich for their efforts to restore the
Town Hall in a comprehensive manner.”

Constructed in 1834, the Sandwich Town Hall was one of the first town halls built in the
Commonwealth, following an amendment to Article III of the Bill of Rights of the Constitution of the
Commonwealth, which ensured the separation of church and state. Prior to the amendment, most town
gatherings took place in meetinghouses built for both religious and civic purposes. The Greek Revival-
style building has served as the seat of local government for over 176 years, and is a contributing element
of the Town Hall Square National Register Historic District. The project to rehabilitate and restore the
town hall began in 2009, after several years of research and planning, and was completed in October of
2010. The first-floor corridor and office ceiling beams were preserved and remain exposed. The project
also preserved and restored the original exterior paint colors, the 1870s stenciled ceiling of the Meeting
Hall, the front entrance doors, and the 1914 Meeting Hall stage and building extension, the walls and
ceiling of which had been extensively damaged over the years by water infiltration. Sensitive changes for
accessibility and functional use included elevating the entrance portico and installing an energy-efficient
elevator, as well as installing additional restroom facilities and multi-zoned heating and air conditioning.

This is the 33rd year of MHC’s Preservation Awards program. Projects are considered annually for
awards in the categories of Rehabilitation and Restoration, Adaptive Reuse, Education and Outreach,
Archaeology, Stewardship, and Landscape Preservation. Individuals are considered in the categories of
Individual Lifetime Achievement and Local Preservationist. Secretary Galvin serves as the chair of the
17-member Massachusetts Historical Commission.

Secretary Galvin will present the awards at an afternoon ceremony on May 25, 2011, at the
Massachusetts Archives Building at 220 Morrissey Blvd., Dorchester. The Sandwich Town Hall
restoration project is one of 9 projects, individuals, and organizations to be honored.

The Massachusetts Historical Commission is the office of the State Historic Preservation Officer and
the State Archaeologist. It was established in 1963 to identify, evaluate, and protect important historical
and archaeological assets of the Commonwealth. Visit our website to learn more about the Commission’s
programs (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc).
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