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T he Indian Crossing Site is of vital 
importance in New England 

prehistory.  Not only is it concerned 
with a little-known period in 
prehistory.  Of far more importance is 
that this little-known period covers a 
crossroads of paramount interest in 
that prehistory:  it was the period 
when the very lifestyle, the means of 
subsistence, changed from hunting, 
gathering, and fishing to one that 
included horticulture.  The change was 
basic and vital to the course of New 
England prehistory, and to much of the 
early history of colonial America.  As 
such, it demands all the efforts that 
can be mustered to understand it. 
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Archaeologists screen sediments during the 
1979 excavation of the Indian Crossing site.
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The bedrock geology of the 
Chicopee Region
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Glacial landforms of 
the Chicopee Region
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A portion of the 1635 map of Willem Blaeu "Nova Belgica et 
Anglia Nova" ("New Netherlands and New England").  The map 
emphasizes the abundance of game.
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Changes in the course of the 
Chicopee River at Walnut Island 
between 1870 and 1978.
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Paleoindian family at 
work.
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I  herewith furnish you with a record of such traditions as are distinct in my 
recollection, relating to the Indians…The Great Beaver, whose pond flowed over 

the whole basin of Mt. Tom,  made havoc among the fish and when these failed he 
would come ashore and devour Indians.  A pow-wow was held and Hobomock 
raised, who came to their relief.  With a great stake in hand, he waded the river until 
he found the beaver, and so hotly chased him that he sought to escape by digging 
into the ground.  Hobomock saw his plan and his whereabouts, and with his great 
stake jammed the beaver’s head off.  The earth over the beaver’s head we call 
Sugarloaf, his body lies just to the north of it.
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The Algonquin Legends of New England Or Myths and Folk Lore of the 
Micmac, Passamaquoddy, and Penobscot Tribes
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A scene titled "Florida Indians, disguised under deerskins, hunting 
deer", by Theodor de Bry, 1591.
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billet
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A scene titled "Their mode of tilling" by Theodor de Bry, 
1591.
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John Seller's 1675 "Mapp of New England".  The Chicopee River is shown in the center of the image branching east just 
north of Springfield.
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The 1870 Beers Atlas showing 
Chicopee and Walnut Island.
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Nineteenth century mills along the lower Chicopee River.  Walnut Island and the Indian 
Crossing site are in the lower right corner.. 
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An archaeologist excavating a one-by-one meter square at 
the Indian Crossing site. 
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A post mold feature found at the Indian 
Crossing site. 
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CRM archaeology for a state highway 
project. 
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One of the larger "block excavations" at Indian Crossing. Portions of the site where 
artifacts and features were especially dense were examined more extensively.
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Survey areas from the original Paynter and 
Thorbahn investigation in 1975.
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Areas of the site excavated by Thomas Ulrich 
and his crew in 1979.  The site covers a 120 
by 80 meter area (about 400 by 250 feet).    
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A stratigraphic profile recorded at the site showing strata one through eight.
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Thomas Ulrich's hypothesis of seasonal site use.  He carefully considered the possible 
environmental resources available in the region throughout the year.
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The Indian Crossing location adjacent to the first falls on the 
Chicopee River promoted the hypothesis that the site had been 
used for seasonal fishing.  A scene from "Their manner of 
fishynge in Virginia" by Theodor de Bry, 1591.

Archaeologist drags the ground-
penetrating radar sled across the site 
looking for features.
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The Indian Crossing site area superimposed 
on the proposed construction of I-391.    

30



Harvard archaeologist K. C. Chang (right) 
and colleagues visit the site in 1979.    
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Native pottery expressed great stylistic variation at the site.    
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Fragments of a large pottery vessel were carefully exposed, drawn, labeled and then 
removed with the surrounding soil to be analyzed in the lab at UMass.
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Reconstructed sherds of the pot from the 
previous page.  This proved to be a small 
portion of a very large vessel.
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Fabric and cordage impressions used as 
pottery decoration provides important 
information about native textile technology.

35



36



Grit and Shell Temper Distributions at 
Indian Crossing
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Projectile (arrow) points from the Indian Crossing site. 
 The triangular points are a Late Woodland type called 
Levanna.   The notched point is a Middle Woodland 
Jack's Reef  type. 
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Jasper and chert end scrapers from the site. 
Mounted in a handle, such tools could have 
been used for hide working. 
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The Distribution of Arrow Points and 
Bifaces at the Indian Crossing Site

The Distribution of Flake Tools and Drills 
at the Indian Crossing Site

Work Areas Work Areas
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Archaeologists review computer logs of 
recently catologued artifacts on site.
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Stone Pavement Feature "BR" at the 
Indian Crossing Site
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Radiocarbon dates associated with Feature "BR" at the Indian Crossing Site

An archaeologist exposing Feature "BR" 
at the Indian Crossing Site
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The concentration of whelk columellae in Feature "AJ" at the Indian Crossing site.

Buccinidae
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Archaeologists "shovel shave" Area A to expose post mold features.

The small storage pit feature "CH" found 
within the wigwam structure in Area A.
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These whelk columellae from the "AJ" cache feature were probably purposely saved for 
later use for manufacturing wampum beads.  Whoever hid them at the site never returned 
to reclaim them.
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A burned maize kernel associated with 
Feature BH at Indian Crossing.  It was 
dated to 310 +/- 40 BP, or 1500-1650 AD.

Mercenaria
Crassostrea

Sambucus Rubus
Rhus

Carya
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An archaeologist gently exposes the 
stone pavement Feature "BR".
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Archaeologists discuss excavation strategy with the crew in 1979.
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UMass graduate students from the Geology Department helped evaluate the site's soils.
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Waiting out the rain with the surveying theodolite.
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A short break for the camera.
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Unpacking the field bag at the start of the 
day.

Some improvised protection from the sun.

56



Sheltering from the rain - good spirits despite bad weather.
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Archaeological Reconnaissance and Intensive (Locational) Survey for the Hampden County Women’s Correctional Facility, 
Chicopee, Massachusetts

Indigenous Archaeologies: Decolonizing Theory and 
Practice

A Re-examination of Guida Farm

Current Northeast 
Paleoethnobotany

Arctic Anthropology

Archaeological site Examination Survey of the Agawam Meadow Site (19-HD-269): A Woodland Village in Agawam, Massachusetts

Springfield, 1636 to 1886; History of Town and City

The Algonquin Legends of New England or Myths and Folk Lore of the Micmac, Passamaquoddy, and Penobscot Tribes

Reconnaissance Survey Report for Chicopee, Massachusetts
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The Geology of Walnut Island, Chicopee, Massachusetts

Prehistoric Archaeological Survey of the I-391 Project Corridor. Department of Public Works. Boston.

Cultural 
Variability in Context, Woodland Settlements of the Mid-Ohio Valley

History of Chicopee

Prehistoric Archaeological Surveys (Phase II) of Portions of the I-391 Project Corridor Including the Willimansett Bluffs and the 
Indian Crossing Prehistoric Site.

The Story of Western Massachusetts

An Introduction to the Archaeology and History of the Connecticut Valley Indian
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