Lelehrating koxhury:

Today and In Historical Memory

“Is 1t the Roxbury puddingstone; the natural
cement-looking rock feature in the areas Could
it be the central location in the city of Boston?
Lhere is such a diversity of people, architecture
and opportunity. Roxbury is a magnet and
challenges all who pass through its boundaries
[to realize| that there is more we can do in the
community and the country for understanding
the human experience.”

Artist Anthony W. Lanier

Anthony W. Lanier has been taking photographs in Roxbury

for over 20 years. Most of his images are for reference in his
drawings. In 2000, Lanier exhibited a series of graphite drawings
of people waiting for the bus in the Dudley MBTA bus terminal.
A Massachusetts Cultural Council Grant was awarded for the
work in 2002. In 2007 the Boston Public Library purchased

fitteen of his original graphite drawings for their permanent
collection.

This exhibit is the first display of some of the historic images from
the past two decades taken by the artist. The Commonwealth
Museum is pleased to feature these photos in an exhibit that
celebrates one of the oldest communities in Massachusetts and

highlights its history, diversity, and vitality.
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The First Church m Roxbury

. [hhe First Church was founded by

= 1 English Puritans in 1632 and several
- meetinghouses have occupied the site.
The 200th anniversary of the present
church building was celebrated in 2004.

™ Representative Byron Rushing, a past
director of the Afro-American History
Museum, at the 200th anniversary
commerntoration. ANTHONY W. LANIER,
PHOTOGRAPHER

Historic Roxbury
"The most famous early
minister in Roxbury

| A e T —— was Reverend John S
ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER El 1 ot. O ft en c all e d ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

the “Apostle to the Indians.” In April, 1775 William
Yesterday and Today ‘ Dawes departed from the church to join with Paul
l Roxbury’s First Church is the site of the Revere on his “Midnight Ride” before the battles at
" Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministry. Lexington and Concord. The present building dates
It offers education envichment pmgmmg‘ ~«  to 1804 and reflects the Federal style, popular after
for young students, job training, shelter for" the Revolution.
battered women and children, and support

for people who have been imprisoned. ' ' s T WERICANS IN THE

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE

To the Senate anu FHouse of Wepresentatives of FMansacthusetts:

”‘1
The undersigned, inhabitants of the hﬂ&:ﬁi 69 Vo )OS &’“14,/ in this State, deeply
impressed with the necessity, duty, and importance of such an’ act, earnestly request that you will immediately

call 2 CONVENTION OF THE PEOPLE of this Commonwealth, to determine what measures shall be taken
to effect a peaceful SECESSION FROM THE AMERICAN UNION, for some one or all of the following

Teasons ; —

I. Because a portion of the citizens of Massachusetts, solely on account of the color of the skin which it
has pleased an All-wise Creator to bestow upon them, on visiting the Southern States, are SEIZED, THRUST
INTO PRISON, FINED, CONDEMNED TO WORK WITH FELONS IN THE CHAIN-GANG, AND
FREQUENTLY SOLD ON THE AUCTION BLOCK AS SLAVES, in contempt of the sovereignty of the
State, and in utter disregard of that clause of the United States Constitution which declares, — * The citizens

. ____-.-‘4}!@‘-_; P nb%mnﬁ._—

of each State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the several States.”

II. Because perfectly legal measures to bring these outrages to the notice of the Federal Courts are for- :
bidden BY SEVERE PENAL ENACTMENTS; and the Agents of the Commonwealth, speci:ﬂ'}ydeputed for
this purpose, have been DRIVEN BACK WITH INSULT AND VIOLENCE: the Federal Government being appealed [

to in vain, through Congress, for redress.

IIT. Because it is morally degrading, politically disastrous, and a glaring paradox, for a State glorying in |

its freedom, to be in partnership with States glorying in their slavery. b
|

|

IV. Because, by the alliance of the\North with the South, the SrAvEe Powezr has been enabled to acquire s. ' x H A Y D E N '
I ;l "™ | \

the immense territories of Louisiana, Florij, Texas, New Mexico, and California ; and is now plotting for the
annexation of the Island of Cuba, mainly for the purpose of extending and perpetuating its supremacy.
f ' ) a

BUT, ESPECIALLY, —

V. Because, by THE COMPROMISES OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, southern

slaveholders are allowed a slave representation in Congress; the right to hunt and seize their {fugitive slaves on

William Liloyd Garrison Lewis Hayden

!
i
!
the soil of Massachusetts: and to demand, in cases of emergency, the aid of Massachusetts to suppress slave [
insurrections. And, so long as the people of this Commonwealth consent to these compromises, so long will ’

they be morally and politically responsible for all the cruclties and horrors of the slave system. |
|.
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Historic Twellth baptist Church

“Although he had preaching appointments at several
other black churches, be always considered Twelfth
Baptist bis ‘Boston home church.’”

Reverend Michael E. Haynes on Dv. Martin Luther
King, r:

Heverend Michael E. Haynes served as pastor
of the Twelfth Baptist Church for thirty years
and cherished a friendship with Dr. King.

Reverend Michael E. Haynes: a lifetime of service.

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

Reverend Michael E. Haynes
Born in Barbados, Michael Haynes A

grew up in Boston and served as Py T AT T L A
minister of the Twelfth Baptist W T

Church from 1964 — 2004. In
1965 he organized the Boston
contingent participating in the
historic Selma to Montgomery
march for voting rights. Reverend
Haynes also served three terms

in the Massachusetts House of
Representatives.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
In the 1950, Martin Luther King, Jr. lived near the hub of

African-American nightlife while working on his doctoral
thesis at Boston University. As a student, he preached
frequently at Tweltth Baptist Church. Church Secretary
Mary Powell introduced Dr. King to

his future wife Coretta Scott King. i oSzt
Dr. King befriended the pastor and

617-442-7855 - www.thcboston.org
preached one of his last sermons in

New England from this pulpit.

Reverend Grimes name appears at the top of this 1861 petition

to the Massachusetts legislature urging opposition to the federal

Fugitive Slave Law and preservation of a Massachusetts statute
offering protection. MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES

F

| As a state representative Michael

Haynes was instrumental in arranging
‘ a visit to Boston by Dr. King, including
-’ an address to the legislature in 1965.
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Fanuary 12, 2009.
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under the Fugitive Slave Law.
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Lommemoratmg the

Nelma (o Montgomery March

In 2005 Georgia Congressman John Lewis
participated in a march from the First Church
in Roxbury to Boston Common for the fortieth
anniversary of the Selma to Montgomery voting
rights march.
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Former State Representative and mayoral candidate Mel King, greets
Congressman fobn Lewis. ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

“You are a light... Never let
anyone — any person or any
force — dampen, dim, or
diminish your light.”

Congressman fobn Lewis

John Lewis

John Lewis displayed rare physical = G
courage and impressive leadership e iew fiom the First Churdb beifry as marchers gatber: Axtioxy W, Laxies, Priotocrariies

as a young man. He endured multiple

arrests, for “sit ins” at segregated lunch counters and for “freedom rides” challenging segregation
on interstate bus lines. He was beaten unconscious and left for dead at an Alabama bus terminal
and spent 44 days in a Mississippi jail. At the age of 23 he was
the youngest speaker (and organizer) at the 1963 March on
Washington sharing the platform with Dr. King during his

“I Have a Dream Speech.”
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Raising the issue of voting rights today.
ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

Reenacting the Selma march. Congressman Lewis with former Senator and Secretary of State John Kerry
and Boston Mayor Thomas Menino. ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER
ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER



[contc Moments i the Lite of Jomn Lewis

Washington, D.C., August 28, 1963
‘Twenty three year old John Lewis was the
youngest speaker to share the platform
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on the
day of his “I Have a Dream” speech.
Lewis is shown at a press conference with

Dr. King the day of the event.

Selma, Alabama, March 7, 1965
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Selma, Alabama, March 21, 1965

John Lewis joined Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

on the Selma to Montgomery March for voting
rights. Thousands of people walked twelve hours
a day, arriving in Montgomery, the state capital,
on March 25th. Federal troops and nationalized
units of the Alabama National Guard protected
the marchers.

The program for August 28, 1963
— A including the name of Fobn Lewis.
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Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick greets Congressman Jobn Lewis, who
represents Georgia’s Fifth District (including Atlanta.) ANTHONY W. LANIER,
PHOTOGRAPHER

Washington D. C., February 14, 2011
President Barack Obama awards the Medal of

Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor, to
Congressman John Lewis.

THIS EXHIBIT IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth



August Wilson

hirteen months before his death,

two-time Pulitzer winner August
Wilson appeared at Roxbury
Community College and reflected
on his plays about African-American
life in the twentieth century:.

August Wilson shares thoughts about bis cele-
brated ten play series, one play was set in each
decade of the twentieth century.

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

“Have a belief in yourself that is bigger than anyone’s
disbelief.” August Wilson

Natural Genius
Born in Pittsburg, August Wilson dropped out of high school
in the tenth grade. Working a variety of menial jobs he gained
experiences that helped create characters in his later career as
a playwright, often writing ideas on paper napkins. He spent
hours at the public library eventually surpassing peers who
had more formal
education. His
plays “Fences”
and “The Piano
LLesson” were
awarded Pulitzer
Prizes.

Wilson insisted in speaking at | v
Roxbury Community College. : |

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

In His Own Words

“I think my plays offer (white Americans) a
different way to look at black Americans,”. ..
in Fences they see ...a [poor| person they don’t
really look at...By looking at Troy’s life, white
people find out that the content of this black
[man’s] life is affected by the same things —
love, honor, beauty, betrayal, duty. Recogniz-
ing that these things arve as much part of his
life as theirs can affect how they think about

Denzell Washington, pictured with co-star Viola Davis, divected and starred in

the film version of “Fences.” and deal with black pe OPZE in their lives.”

"HAUNTING. PROFOUND AMNDESERIBABLY MOVING., HIGH
DRAMA. SPELLBINDING —Fronk Rich, [he New York Times

JoETURNERS
COME AND GONE

AUGUST WILSON

PULITZER PRIZE-MWENNING ALTHOR OF
FENCES AMD M4 RAINEYS BLACK BOTHOM

Playbills reflect the work of the prolific August Wilson.
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Hip Hop Summit

In Boston and other cities, the Hip Hop Summit network coordinated voting

registration drives among young people in the African-American community.

Boston 2004

The 2004 Democratic National Convention was held in
Boston and nominated John Kerry for President. On the
first day of the convention, the Boston Hip-Hop Summit
/ § Youth Voter Registration Event was held in Roxbury, one
"/ of several events in 23 cities that registered nearly one

{' 5 hundred thousand new voters.

25

“I'ree,” an entertainer from Boston’s Dorchester
neighborbood, at the Hip Hop Sumimit.

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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Dr: Bemjamin Chavis and Minister Don Mobammed.
ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

The Reggie Lewis Track and Athletic Center at Roxbury Community College,

site of voter registration activities. ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

Congressworman Maxine Waters of California
visited Boston to encourage voter vegistration.
ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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The Hip Hop Summit Network
The Hip Hop Summit network was founded in 2001 to
leverage the influence of Hip Hop music and artists in the
cause of social change. In Boston the Hip Hop Summit
organization worked with the local g
voter registration organization Dunk
the Vote as well as the NAACP, and
the Urban League to register voters
between the ages of 18 and 35.

Star Power: The registration event fea-
tured appearances by Andre 3000 of the
band Outkast that won a Grammy for

the 2003 song “Hey Ya!” and “Reverend
Run.” A member of the influential and

Hip Hop Summit events imcluded appearances in ground breaking bip-bop group “Run-
) Iy : . . DMC,” Foseph Simmons became a
various cities by Beyonce, Eminem, Will Smith, minister and acquired a new persona as
. v . Rever i) Rt S~ o 0V, TR
LL Cool 7, P Diddy, Fay-Z, Alicia Keys, Mariab e avVavatravy

Carey, Snoop Dogg, Kanye West, and Ice Cube.
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ilions More Movement

]n 2005 plans were made to commemorate
the tenth anniversary of the Million

Man March on Washington, D.C. As the
“Millions More Movement” it invited men,
women, and children to convene once again
in the nation’s capital.

1

¥ MILLIONS MORE |
" MOVEMENT |

~ ALL THE FAMILY
OCTOBER 15,2005

WASHINGTON, DC
Ec¢ Thered
Meetings held on

Wednesdays 6:30pm

Minister Rodney Mubammad at the podium at the William E. Reed

auditorium of the Prince Hall lodge in 2005. ANTHONY W. LANIER,
PHOTOGRAPHER

Minister Don Mubammad stands with Million Man March organizer and Nation of Islam
leader Louis Farrakban at a press conference in Mosque No. 11 during the planning of the
10th anniversary event in Washington DC in 2005. ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

Mosque No.11

True to the name, Mosque No. 11 in Boston
is the eleventh mosque opened in the United
States by the Nation of Islam, and has existed

since the late 1950’s. Malcolm X and Minister

Louis Farrvakban bave served as leaders. (Note:
1his building site 1s not the original location.)
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The “Faces of Dudley” mural was created in 1995 by the Mural Crew of the Boston Youth
Clean-up Corps. This part depicts the early life of Malcolm X wearing a zoot suit and his

profile in a bat. ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

Louis Farrakban — Malcolm X

The Million Man March October 16, 1995

At the initiative of Nation of Islam leader Lewis
Farrvakban, black men from many backgrounds
and religious denominations staged a march on
Washington D.C. in 1995. Participants pledged
to work on rebuilding communities, rejecting vi-
olence, drugs and alcobol, and improving family
relationships. Speakers included: Reverend Fesse
FJackson, Maya Angelou, Rosa Parks, and Mar-
tin Luther King 111. Among many goals, there
was an emphasis on voter registration and par-

ticipation in the black community.
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The Berklee Beantown Jazz Festival

major cultural festival, the Berklee Beantown Jazz Festival,
fills several city blocks in late September.

Teg e

-----

Beantown Jazz
A major cultural festival founded
in 2001 by businessman Darryl
Settles, the Berklee Beantown
Jazz Festival fills several blocks in
late September. The free festival
features jazz, Latin and blues
performances by professional musicians in partnership
with the Berklee College of Music. Along with music,
there are food and drink vendors and unique features
including an “instrument petting zoo” and “Kid’s Jam”
for younger visitors.
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" Born in Roxbury, Sarab Ann Shaw was the
furst female African-American reporter on
Boston television, working for WBZ-TV from
1969-2000. Before and after her television
career she bas been a community activist and
a regular patron of Roxbury events.

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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State Representative Gloria Fox was
awarded the National Caucus of Black
Legislators Lifetime Achievemnent
Award and is a familiar presence and
supporter of community events.
ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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Istamic Society ol Boston Cultural Center

hotographer Anthony Lanier’s images chronicle the
building of the Islamic Society of Boston Cultural Center.

“T'he simplicity of brick and engineered stone of the Islamic Society
of boston Center was riveting to watch auring the construction wi
f Boston Cent ting to watch during th truct th

bright copper sheeting applied to the central dome
and the top of the minaret.” Anthony Lanier

IMAGES BY ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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The ISBCC
Opened in 2009, adjacent to the campus of Roxbury Community
College, the Islamic Society of Boston Cultural Center is the largest in
New England. As a mosque and community center it serves over 1500
congregants at the weekly Friday services and also oftfers space for a
variety ot community programs. Representatives a

of sixty four nationalities attend the mosque.

Ready for opening, 2009.

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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Congregants pray at the site, before the opening of

the mosque. ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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Rohert Gould Shaw Memortal

[00th Anmiversary

“lo my dying day, I will not forget that 1 became chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
because of the men of the 54th Regiment.” Colin Powell

etired General Colin Powell spoke at
Kot Oe— the 100th anniversary commemoration
&2 =, W ofthe Robert Gould Shaw Memorial in
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Speaking at the Robert Gould Shaw
Memorial General Colin Powell * *
addressed the legacy of the 54th 4

Regiment. He later served as Secretary
of State during the administration of
President George W. Bush.

UNITED STATES ARMY

Glory!

"The Shaw memorial, across Beacon
Street from the Massachusetts State
House, commemorates the African-
American 54th Regiment, one of three black regiments
recruited in Massachusetts during the Civil War. Featured
in the film Glory/, many are tamiliar with its story and its

tragic assault on Fort Wagner near Charleston, South
Carolina, in 1863.

Fifty-forth Regiment re-enactors fure the modern imagination.
INATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Restoration

Historical Justice Speaking to a group of school children

Augustus Saint-Gaudens sculpted the at the Shaw Memorial, State Repre-

memorial dedicated to Robert Gould sentative Byron Rushing asked, “What

Shaw, the white colonel who died color are those men?” When the chil-

leading the regiment and was buried dren answered “green” he initiated a

in a common grave with his men. For restoration project to rveturn the bronze

decades, the men in the regiment sculpture to its original color: State Representative Byron Rushing

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

remained anonymous. In 1984 the
monument was restored and the names of : ;

its African-American soldiers were added. CJ@ i b4
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The names of African-American soldiers now appear on the monument. GETTYSBURG DALY
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This 1863 petition to the Massachusetts House of Representatives

e

requests that the word “white” be stricken from legislation that ‘ﬁ@—&iﬁk l c% VZA % /
restricted recruitment of black men for military service. /Q; ;%M | // 7. ;‘9 o
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At 'The Summit

hile Democrats and Republicans may ditfer on policy, no one can dispute the
historical significance of these images, when an African-American President
and African-American Governor of Massachusetts served concurrent terms.

‘1

Barack Obama and Deval Patrick at the first presidential campaign stop in Boston for the future President.
(Boston Common, October 23, 2007.) ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER Governor Deval Patrick ANTonoNy W. LANTER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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President Barack Obama departing the funeral of Senator Edward M. Kennedy. Candidate Deval Patrick at an early campaign fundraiser in
(Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help - the “Mission Church” August 29, 2009.) Roxbury. ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER

ANTHONY W. LANIER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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