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Population Estimates Program Mission

With support from the Massachusetts Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
the Population Estimate Program’s goal is to ensure that the population 
estimates and counts produced by the U.S. Census Bureau for 
Massachusetts geographies are as accurate and comprehensive as 
possible.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Population Estimates Program is a program of the UMass Donahue Institute. It was created in 2007 to address the concerns of the Massachusetts legislature that inaccuracies in the Census Bureau’s population estimates could pose significant public policy challenges for Massachusetts. We work closely with the Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth to achieve our mission, which is to ensure that the population estimates and counts produced by the Census Bureau for Massachusetts are as accurate and comprehensive as possible. 

Because Census estimates affect funding allocations and program thresholds for over 140 federal programs vital to education, public, health, safety, and economic planning, we work on a variety of programs to make sure that the Census population estimates are as accurate as possible. 
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UMDI Population Estimates Program 
Website

Home

Population Estimates by 
Massachusetts Geography

Population Projections

Projects and Initiatives

News & Updates

PEP Team

http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our website includes more detailed information on all of our initiatives as well as resources that can be useful to cities and towns, such as Census estimates data and our own population projections by age and by town out to 2035. See “Projects and Initiatives” section for more information on Census 2020 preparation activities.


http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimates-by-massachusetts-geography
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-projections
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimate-program-projects-and-initiatives
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/news
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/team


UMDI PEP Projects and Initiatives

• Produce population estimates and projections

• Annual Group Quarters and Housing Unit Surveys to 
support Census estimates

• Technical support for Census challenges

• Decennial Census preparations and review activities
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are some of our primary activities. Today I’m going to focus on Census preparation activities,
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Census Preparation & Review Activities

GQ 
Electronic 
Response 

Test

Geographic 
Support 
Services 
Initiative

Count Question Resolution
GQ Count 

Review 
Program

Local 
Update of 
Census 

Addresses

Count 
Review 

Program

Pre-Census 2020 Census Count Post-Census
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Build address frame for Census Census review opportunities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve been working on a whole range of Census preparation activities since 2017, and will continue to work on Census review projects for a few years after the Census as well. 
Activities before the Census 2020 count are to support an accurate address frame for conducting the Census, and activities after 2020 provide opportunities to review and correct count issues. You can learn more about all of these activities on our website if you’re interested. Today, I am going to focus just on LUCA
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The 2020 Census is about……

DATA MONEY POWER

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But first, I want to briefly talk about why the 2020 Census is so important to the state, to local communities, and to Massachusetts citizens in general: Data, Money, and Power.
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The 2020 Census is about……

DATA

• Accurate Census data supports 
infrastructure planning, public 
health, transportation, emergency 
preparedness, and other public 
concerns.

• The Census 2020 Count will set the 
base for annual population 
estimates, future forecasts, and the 
American Community Survey for 
the next 10 years.
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The 2020 Census is about……

MONEY

• The US Government spent nearly 
$590 billion in FY 2015 based on 
Census data – $16,118,445,446 or 
$16 billion in Massachusetts*

• Massachusetts per person per year 
= $2,372 in federal funds

• based on16 large federal assistance 
programs that distribute funds on 
basis of Decennial Census 

*- George Washington University report: Counting for Dollars 2020: The Role of the Decennial Census in the Geographic 
Distribution of Federal Funds (https://gwipp.gwu.edu/counting-dollars-role-decennial-census-geographic-distribution-federal-funds) 

https://gwipp.gwu.edu/counting-dollars-role-decennial-census-geographic-distribution-federal-funds


9

LUCA: A little work could pay big dividends
1 mill conversion with 283 units and 1 to 2 residents per 
unit = ~ $10 million in federal funds to state and local 
governments between 2020 and 2030

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s an example. This is the Massachusetts Mills in Lowell, MA, a conversion that could be easily missed in Census canvassing efforts. 
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The 2020 Census is about……

POWER

Census counts are used to determine 
the number of representatives 
Massachusetts gets to send to 
Congress.
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Reapportionment 2010

Massachusetts lost 
one seat in 2010

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And as a reminder, these numbers do shift. Generally seats have been shifting to the West and to the South. At the last Census, Massachusetts lost one seat and we are now down to 9.
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“A Census at Risk”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s also worth noting that Census spending for this cycle is lagging behind  other decades to a concerning degree. While in previous decades funding has already started to ramp up by the 8th year in the decade, so far the Census operational budget has been virtually flat-lining. This puts Census planning and testing behind schedule, and it means that local and state participation is more critical than ever to support a successful Census count in Massachusetts.
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UMDI Census 2020 Preparation

• We are developing a list of residential addresses at the state-level

• Goal is to create a comprehensive list to compare against Census 
Master Address File

MassGIS
Master 

Address 
Database

Level 3 
Assessors 

Parcel 
Data

Voter 
Address 

Lists

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Donahue Institute has been working to develop a statewide list of residential addresses.  Our goal is to create a statewide list of residential addresses to compare against Census Master Address File, making sure the address list that Census will use for 2020 is as complete and accurate as possible To create this master address list, we are working with three different address databases….. 
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UMDI Census 2020 Preparation

• We are developing a list of residential addresses at the state-level

• Goal is to create a comprehensive list to compare against Census 
Master Address File

MassGIS
Master 

Address 
Database

Level 3 
Assessors 

Parcel 
Data

Voter 
Address 

Lists

Land use 
codes

Comprehensive, 
includes XY 
coordinates

Confirms 
residential 

status

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each of these databases brings different information into the project. The E911 MassGIS MAD data includes excellent spatial coordinates for each structure but does not include type of use for each property. We join the E911 records to assessors records to assign use codes to each structure. For those that are still unassigned, we use the voter addresses provided by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to confirm residential status for the records we are able to match to it.



15

UMDI LUCA Resources: Two Products

Source: The Cat in the Hat, by Dr. Seuss

Census will send you 
their address files 

and tools in February

We will 
help you 
prepare 
ahead of 

time

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using this Master Address Database, we are developing two specific resource products to help towns start preparing for LUCA.  Remember that you will receive the Census LUCA review files and tools in February, but these UMDI tools are designed to help you get a start before that relatively short review period begins.
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UMDI LUCA Resources: Two Products

Census 2010
vs. Census 

2017 Housing 
Units

Census 2017 
vs. UMDI 2017 
Housing Units

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The two products will look similar, but are made up of different data sources to be used in different ways.
“Thing one” shows you housing unit counts from 2010 compared to housing unit counts in the current Census Master Address File  - by Census block
“Thing 2” will show you the Census Master Address File counts for 2017 compared the addresses that we have for each block in the statewide address list that we have been developing



17

UMDI LUCA Resources : Two Products

Census 2010
vs. Census 

2017 Housing 
Units

Begin to 
compile 

address lists 
for areas the 
Bureau has 

missed

Identify areas 
where Census 
has or has not 

caught new 
growth

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use thing one to see where the Census Bureau has or has not captured residential growth since 2010 in your town
and if you find trouble spots, start to assemble address lists for those areas
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UMDI LUCA Resources : Two Products

Census 2017 
vs. UMDI 2017 
Housing Units

Identify 
priorities for 
review and 
comparison 

work

Towns can 
request 

address level 
data for blocks 

with issues

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With thing two, using Census versus our housing unit counts , you can identify your priority areas for detailed research and start refining your address lists. 
Once Thing two is made available, towns can request the addresses from us that make up these counts.
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UMDI LUCA Resources : Two Products

Census 2010 
Housing Units 

vs. 2017 
Housing Units

2017 Housing 
Units Census 

vs. 2017 
Housing Units 

UMDI

Identify areas 
where Census 
has or has not 

caught new 
growth

Identify 
priorities for 

additional 
review and 
comparison 

work

Preliminary 
files are in 

development 
now

Census 2010
vs. Census 

2017 Housing 
Units

Online now

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thing 1 is now up online. See email from John Barr on October 13th or go to UMDI Population Estimates Program website, “Projects and Initiatives”, “Resources for Cities and Towns” 
Thing 2 is in development and will likely be posted by the end of November. We wanted to wait to get the most up-to-date files from MassGIS before we started processing, as they spent a lot of time in the field this summer capturing and verifying location data for addresses in the database.
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UMDI LUCA Resource #1

Census 2010 
Housing Units 

vs. 2017 
Housing Units

Identify areas 
where Census 
has or has not 

caught new 
growth

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can find Thing 1 right now on our project website. From the UMass Donahue Institute website, link to the Population Estimates Program then to Projects and Initiatives, and then to Resources for Cities and Towns.  John Barr also sent the link around to many of you via email.  

http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimate-program-projects-and-initiatives/resources-for-cities-towns
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimate-program-projects-and-initiatives/resources-for-cities-towns
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UMDI LUCA Resource #1

Select your city or town here

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use the drop-down menu to select your city or town

http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimate-program-projects-and-initiatives/resources-for-cities-towns
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimate-program-projects-and-initiatives/resources-for-cities-towns
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Zoom in

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can also use the zoom tool
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Census 2010 to 2017 Housing Unit Change

Hover for detail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you hover, you will get a pop up with more detail for the block, and you can also see names of the main roads only.  A good question came up from one of the towns about how to look at more detailed street names while also seeing the Census blocks. For JUST street names of course you can just go to Google maps. But to see block boundaries also, you can use a website called “TIGERweb” hosted by the Census Bureau online. We will be providing more information on that when we post FAQs to our resource website.

https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerweb/
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Download counts for your city or town

Use home key to 
get out of zoom

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We recommend that you use the HOME icon to navigate back out of zoom. From this website you can also download the block count comparisons on an Excel sheet.  Just click on the red box at the upper right of the screen.
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Census 2010 to 2017 Housing Unit Change

BLOCK_GEOID_2010 County County_ID Town Town_ID
HU Change 
2010-2017

HU Count 
2010

HU 
Estimate 

2017

25_023_502200_3008 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 0 0 0

25_023_520100_1000 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 1 0 1

25_023_520100_1001 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 1 14 15

25_023_520100_1002 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 1 19 20

25_023_520100_1003 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 0 10 10

25_023_520100_1004 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 1 19 20

25_023_520100_1005 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 0 6 6

25_023_520100_1006 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 1 26 27

25_023_520100_1007 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 0 0 0

25_023_520100_1008 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 0 0 0

25_023_520100_1009 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 0 0 0

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And this is what your data will look like when you download it.
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Census 2010 to 2017 Housing Unit Change

BLOCK_GEOID_2010 County County_ID Town Town_ID
HU Change 
2010-2017

HU Count 
2010

HU 
Estimate 

2017

25_023_520202_3015 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 99 69 168

25_023_520202_2011 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 59 43 102

25_023_520202_3011 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 41 407 448

25_023_520100_3000 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 26 95 121

25_023_520202_1007 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 26 205 231

25_023_520100_3016 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 12 30 42

25_023_520201_1017 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 12 35 47

25_023_520100_4002 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 11 81 92

25_023_520201_2009 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 11 44 55

25_023_520201_2014 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 11 21 32

25_023_520100_1018 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 10 18 28

Can be sorted Z-A 
to see blocks with  
greatest change 

2010-2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can sort it by Housing Unit Change to see where Census has found the greatest change since 2010.
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UMDI LUCA Resource #1

Census 2010 
Housing Units 

vs. 2017 
Housing Units

Does Census 
appear to have 
captured areas 

of recent 
growth?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you look at these comparisons, ask whether Census seems to have captured growth since 2010 where you expected them too. 

http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimate-program-projects-and-initiatives/resources-for-cities-towns
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimate-program-projects-and-initiatives/resources-for-cities-towns
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UMDI LUCA Resource #1

If not, start 
compiling 

address lists for 
the 

neighborhoods 
they have 
missed!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If not, these are your focus areas. Start compiling address lists for these neighborhoods using whatever resources you have available to you.

http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimate-program-projects-and-initiatives/resources-for-cities-towns
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/population-estimate-program-projects-and-initiatives/resources-for-cities-towns
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UMDI LUCA Resource #2

2017 Housing 
Units Census 

vs. 2017 
Housing Units 

UMDI

Identify 
priorities for 

additional 
review and 
comparison 

work

“Thing 2” will 
provide 
current 

comparisons

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Later this fall, we will also post a second resource – our Thing 2. This will allow for current comparisons of our housing unit counts versus what the Census counts in their Master Address File by town and by Census block. Note that both our counts and the Census counts by block will likely include duplicates. When in doubt, units were left in.
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2017 UMDI MAD vs. Census MAF counts

BLOCK_GEOID_2010 County County_ID Town Town_ID
UM vs. 
Census

Census 
2017 UMDI 2017

25_023_520202_3015 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 99 69 168

25_023_520202_2011 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 59 43 102

25_023_520202_3011 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 41 407 448

25_023_520100_3000 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 26 95 121

25_023_520202_1007 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 26 205 231

25_023_520100_3016 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 12 30 42

25_023_520201_1017 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 12 35 47

25_023_520100_4002 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 11 81 92

25_023_520201_2009 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 11 44 55

25_023_520201_2014 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 11 21 32

25_023_520100_1018 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 10 18 28

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once again, you can download the count comparisons for your city or town. Here we have sorted by the differences between our counts and the Census counts.  In this example, we think there are 168 units in this block and Census has just 69, for a difference of 99.
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UMDI LUCA Resource #2

2017 Housing 
Units Census 

vs. 2017 
Housing Units 

UMDI

2017 counts 
from MAF vs. 
2017 counts 
from UMDI

Now 
what???

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now what?
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Identify Priority Blocks

BLOCK_GEOID_2010 County County_ID Town Town_ID
UM vs. 
Census

Census 
2017 UMDI 2017

25_023_520202_3015 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 99 69 168

25_023_520202_2011 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 59 43 102

25_023_520202_3011 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 41 407 448

25_023_520100_3000 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 26 95 121

25_023_520202_1007 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 26 205 231

25_023_520100_3016 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 12 30 42

25_023_520201_1017 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 12 35 47

25_023_520100_4002 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 11 81 92

25_023_520201_2009 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 11 44 55

25_023_520201_2014 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 11 21 32

25_023_520100_1018 PLYMOUTH 23 ABINGTON 1 10 18 28

Identify your priority blocks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look for largest discrepancies. Focus on these blocks.
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Request UMDI address list 

Source: One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish, by Dr. Seuss

I need a 
copy of my 
address list!

We can send you 
the UMDI address 
list compiled from 
state sources to 
get you started. 

Census will send your 
official LUCA review list in 

February!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can request a list of addresses for that block (or your entire town) . Just remember, the address list we will send you is the UMDI list that we have been assembling using state data sources. It is NOT the Title 13-protected LUCA address list that Census will send to you in February. Census will send that to you directly once the review period officially begins.
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Source: One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish, by Dr. Seuss

OR use your own address list

….make sure your address 
list includes unit designators 

and assign blocks if you 
want to make comparisons!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Or you can use your own address list. Just make sure that your list also includes Census block names. If you need to geocode your list, assign lat/long coordinates or assign blocks, use the Census online geocoding tools that you can find on the Census 2020 LUCA website under resources.



UM_ID
ADD_

NO
STREET

SUBAD
DRESS

ZIP CITY BLOCK_GEOID_2010 LAT LONG TYPE
USE_CO

DE
1278498 1 SCHOOL STREET 1 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102
1278503 1 SCHOOL STREET 3 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102
1278504 1 SCHOOL STREET 4 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102
1278505 1 SCHOOL STREET 5 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102
1278506 1 SCHOOL STREET 6 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102
1278510 1 GLENBROOK LANE 19 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1032 42.4271184-71.172768Residentia  101
1278511 1 GLENBROOK LANE BASEMEN02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1032 42.4271184-71.172768Residentia  101
1278512 1 HARVARD STREET 1 02476 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1032 42.4228038-71.178416Residentia  104
1278513 1 LAUREL STREET 1 02476 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1032 42.4211944-71.169572Residentia  105
1278514 1 LAUREL STREET 2 02476 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1032 42.4211944-71.169572Residentia  105
1278515 1 LAUREL STREET 3 02476 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1032 42.4211944-71.169572Residentia  105
1278517 1 OLD COLONY LANE 10 02476 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_4009 42.4218194-71.171103Residentia  102
1278518 1 OLD COLONY LANE 11 02476 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_4009 42.4218194-71.171103Residentia  102
1278519 1 OLD COLONY LANE 12 02476 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_4009 42.4218194-71.171103Residentia  102
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Filter Address List by Blocks of Interest

25_013_813601_1024
25_013_813601_1032

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now, take your detailed address list, use the blocks you identified as priority blocks, and filter your address by the priority blocks. 
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Review and Prepare Addresses

1) Remove duplicates
2) Check unit designations
3) Check residential status
4) Supplement with missing data
5) Format to Census specifications

UM_ID
ADD_

NO
STREET

SUBAD
DRESS

ZIP CITY BLOCK_GEOID_2010 LAT LONG TYPE
USE_CO

DE
1278498 1 SCHOOL STREET 1 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102
1278503 1 SCHOOL STREET 3 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102
1278504 1 SCHOOL STREET 4 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102
1278505 1 SCHOOL STREET 5 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102
1278506 1 SCHOOL STREET 6 02474 ARLINGTON 25_013_813601_1024 42.4271148-71.186560Residentia  102

  
  

  
  
  
  

   
   
   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you are looking at just your priority block, 
1) Remove duplicates
2) Check unit designations
3) Check residential status
4) Supplement with missing data
5) Format to Census specifications (not as important if you are loading the list up into GUPS, which will let you match fields easily).
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Why should my town participate in LUCA?
• Data Lag!

MassGIS, Assessor’s, and voter address data 
used in our address database all have some 
inherent lag period in gathering and processing.

• Imperfect Database

May include duplicates, may have mis-assigned unit 
identifiers or misclassified use

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, if UMDI is putting together address lists, why should you also participate? 
One main reason is the Data lag. The MassGIS records, the Assessor’s L3 data and the VRIS address lists that we use to assemble our address lists all have an inherent lag period in gathering and processing information
Also, each of these, and all of these in combination, are imperfect. They are likely to include duplicate records for the same address, may have mis-assigned unit identifiers, or incorrect use codes.
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Why should my town participate in LUCA?

• Local knowledge
New units and facilities
Unit numbering:  1, 2, 3 vs. A, B, C
“Under the roof” changes and conversions
In-law apartments
Reviewing duplicate, inaccurate, or missing records

• Increased emphasis on in-office canvassing for Census 2020 makes 
your local knowledge even more important!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even though PEP is also working on developing residential address lists, it is still extremely important that cities and towns participate in LUCA. This is your chance to review the addresses that will be used to conduct the census before it begins. 

You have the most current and complete knowledge of the housing trends in your town. 
Your knowledge about new residential construction, unit numbering conventions, conversions, and in-law apartments means you have a lot to add potentially to the Census Bureau’s Master Address File. 

This local knowledge is especially important in the upcoming census because the Census 2020 operations are relying increasingly on in-office canvassing, rather than “boots-on-the-ground” canvassing. Testing still underway, but as little as 25-30% of addresses will be validated on the ground. 
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In-Office Canvassing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In-office canvassing means that Census staff will be researching addresses using satellite imagery from an office, rather than going into the field and verifying addresses in person. Sometimes it is really clear from satellite imagery when there has been new construction. Here’s an example in Acton MA….. 
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In-Office Canvassing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…. Here you can clearly see that new construction has occurred where there used to be a golf course in 2010. 



41

In-Office Canvassing: Conversions

• Holyoke’s Cubit loft building in 2010 –

•

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In other cases, new residential construction would be more difficult to identify using satellite imagery. Here’s another example in Holyoke, MA
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In-Office Canvassing: Conversions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this example, the satellite imagery from 2010 to 2016 looks more or less the same, and in-office canvassing would not detect any change. 
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Under-the-Roof Conversions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But if you had local knowledge , you would know that the building in the satellite imagery represents a factory to condo conversion that will include 18 apartments opening this fall. It would be very hard to know that by just looking at satellite imagery. 
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Under-the-Roof Conversions

18 Units x 1-2 persons each = $640k in federal 
funding to state and local government from 

2020 to 2030.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this case, 18 units times 1 or 2 people per unit could translate to over half a million in federal funds coming into the state or city over ten years. Not insignificant at all. 

So with an increasing reliance on in-office canvassing in Census 2020, it is even more important that cities and towns participate in LUCA to make sure that all residential addresses are included in the Census Bureau’s Master Address list so that Massachusetts gets as complete a count as possible in Census 2020.
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LUCA Next Steps

• Register for LUCA by 
December 15, 2017

• Attend a training workshop 
(Fall 2017)

• Locate current address lists
and start preparing (work on 
unit identifiers, tag new or 
hard-to-find unit)

• Use Thing 1 and Thing 2 to 
identify priorities

• SOC will contact you when 
Thing 2 is available

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LUCA is a great opportunity for cities and towns to ensure a complete and accurate Census count for Massachusetts. The Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth and the Population Estimates Program are here to help you navigate the program. The next steps for LUCA are to register with the Census Bureau by December 15 if you haven’t already. You’re already here at a workshop, so you’re well on your way to preparing! 
Use Thing 1 to get an idea of how well Census has or has not captured new growth that you are aware of. 
Locate any current address lists for your town and identify any new residential units or any units that might be missed by Census. 
Look out for Thing 2 later this fall to prioritize blocks with the largest discrepancies and to start refining address lists.  
We will continue to post refinements and updates as we get them here, and will also be posting FAQs and resources around those as they come up. We will also post a recorded version of this slideshow in case you need to share with other people in your office who will be helping in this project.
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Thank you!
Susan Strate
Senior Manager, Population Estimates Program
Economic and Public Policy Research 

UMass Donahue Institute
100 Venture Way, Suite 9
Hadley, MA 01035
http://www.donahue.umassp.edu
sstrate@donahue.umassp.edu
(413) 577-0753
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