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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY: Warwick 

TOPOGRAPHY - 
Warwick i s  one of t h e  nor the rnmos t  towns i n  F r a n k l i n  County. I t s  
n o r t h e r n  boundary a b u t s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  l i n e  of N e w  Hampshire. The 
town ' s  37.2 s q u a r e  m i l e s  i s  l a r g e s t  among F r a n k l i n  County towns. 
Warwick i s  dominated by a  complex of h e a v i l y  wooded up lands .  E l e -  
v a t i o n s  u s u a l l y  r a n g e  between 900 f e e t  and 1300 f e e t .  The h i g h e s t  
peak i s  M t .  Grace (1617 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  n o r t h w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
Warwick. A d d i t i o n a l  prominent  p o i n t s  i n c l u d e  M t .  G r a c e ' s  sister 
peaks  of B e n n e t t s  Knob (1475 f e e t )  and L i t t l e  Mount Grace (1225 
f e e t )  , t h e  t r i p l e  peaks  of Mal la rd  H i l l  (1334 f e e t )  , Mayo H i l l  (1388 
f e e t )  and B a l l  H i l l  (1263 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Warwick 
and Ches tnu t  H i l l  (1020 f e e t )  s o u t h e a s t  of Moore's Pond. These 
up lands  a r e  broken by a  number of i n t e r v a l e s  and swampy lowlands.  
Loca l  marshlands  i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  s u b s t a n t i a l  t r a c t s  wes t  of M t .  Grace 
(Bass Swamp, S t e v e n s  Swamp) and i n  sou thwes te rn  Warwick ( H a r r i s  
Swamp) . The town l a c k s  any major  waterways.  Nor thwestern  Warwick i s  
d r a i n e d  by M i l l  Brook which f l o w s  w e s t  i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  i n  
N o r t h f i e l d .  The n o r t h  c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n s  of town a r e  
d r a i n e d  by Mountain Brook and T u l l y  Brook, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The s o u t h e r n  
h a l f  of Warwick i s  d r a i n e d  by D a r l i n g  and Ga les  Brooks. Nine ponds 
and a  r e s e r v o i r  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  Warwick. The m a j o r i t y  of  t h e s e  
f r e s h w a t e r  bod ies  a r e  man made. S e v e r a l  m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s  have been 
d i s c o v e r e d  i n  Warwick. C e n t r a l  Warwick was t h e  s i t e  of s u b s t a n t i a l  
s t e a t i t e  o u t c r o p s ,  and i r o n  o r e  d e p o s i t s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s m a l l  amounts 
of "b lack  l e a d "  ( g r a p h i t e ? ) .  Loca l  s o i l s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  a  sandy 
g l a c i a l  f i l l .  

11. POLITICAL - BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  a s  Roxbury and G a r d n e r ' s  Canada i n  1735 t o  v e t e r a n s  
of Canadian E x p e d i t i o n  (1690) w i t h  wes te rn  boundary a t  N o r t h f i e l d  
l i n e  and s o u t h e r n  boundary w i t h  Pequag (Atho l )  and New Salem (Orange) 
a long  Millers R i v e r .  Nor the rn  boundary e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1740 a s  
Massachuse t t s  P rov ince  l i n e  w i t h  New Hampshire and e a s t e r n  boundary 
w i t h  R o y a l s h i r e  (Roya l s ton)  by 1762. I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  town of Warwick 
i n  1763 w i t h  s o u t h e a s t  s e c t i o n  annexed t o  Orange i n  1783 a s  s t e p  
boundary a long  o r i g i n a l  (1736) d i v i s i o n  l o t s .  

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Rura l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h i l l  town on secondary  c o r r i d o r  between Orange and 
Keene,New Hampshire. Located i n  c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s  w i t h  prominent  
summit of Mount Grace and n a t i v e  p o t e n t i a l  p o s s i b l e  a t  Has t ing  and 
Moore's Pond. S e t t l e d  d u r i n g  mid-18th c e n t u r y  a s  Roxbury Canada w i t h  
Warwick C e n t e r  a s  meetinghouse l o c a t i o n  and r e s t o r e d  C o l o n i a l  houses 
nea r  Mayo Corners .  Limi ted  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  a s  h igh land  farming 
d i s t r i c t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  on Mountain Brook t o  
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IV. 

N e w  Hampshire b o r d e r  and c o t t a g e s  t o  C h e s t n u t  H i l l .  Warwick Center  
developed a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  d u r i n g  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  landmark 
church and s e v e r a l  s t y l i s h  houses  around town common and on H a s t i n g s  
Road from Mayo Corners .  Upland farming main ta ined  through mid-19th 
c e n t u r y  w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s  a l o n g  a x i s  of Route 78 t o  Orange 
and on Flower H i l l  a round Mount Grace.  Limi ted  i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l  
w i t h  l o c a l  sawmi l l s  from h igh land  lumbering a c t i v i t y .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  
expans ion d u r i n g  e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y  w i t h  summer c o t t a g e s  a t  Moore ' s  
Pond and e a r l y  s k i  t r a i l s  on Mount Grace.  P r e s e n t  development e v i d e n t  
as suburban r e c r e a t i o n a l  hous ing a l o n g  Route 78 a x i s  t o  Mount Grace 
from New Hampshire and a l o n g  D a r l i n g  Brook n e a r  Warwick S t a t e  F o r e s t .  
Town c e n t e r  r e t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  v i l l a g e  c h a r a c t e r  around common green  
w i t h  r e s t o r e d  houses  i n t a c t  n e a r  Mayo Corners .  

CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

I n t e r m e d i a t e  h igh land  c o r r i d o r  from Quabbin  t o  upper  Connec t i cu t  
v a l l e y .  Pr imary  r e g i o n a l  t r a i l  a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed  n o r t h e a s t  r o u t e  
from Pequag (Atho l )  a s  H a s t i n g  H e i g h t s  Road loop ing  a s  Rum Brook 
Road t o  Warwick C e n t e r  and H a s t i n g  Pond f o l l o w i n g  w e s t  around base  of 
Mount Grace a s  Mountain T r a i l  and a l o n g  n o r t h  s l o p e  of B o l s t e r  H i l l  
t o  Squaqueag ( N o r t h f i e l d ) .  Connect ing b ranches  from Rum Brook loop 
a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed  n o r t h  a s  Old Winches ter  Road and e a s t  a s  Atho l  
Road t o  Sheomet Lake. Secondary nor th - sou th  t r a i l s  from Millers River  
and Quabbin v a l l e y  l i k e l y  fo l lowed  Moss Brook a s  Q u a r r y  Road ( W e s t  
Orange) and over  C h e s t n u t  H i l l  a s  F lagg  Road t o  Cruce Brook and 
Mount Grace w i t h  a l t e r n a t e  loops  a long  D a r l i n g  Brook t o  Moore's Pond 
and p o s s i b l y  a long  a x i s  of Route 78 and Qrcutt Brook over  Barber  H i l l .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i tes .  The a r e a ' s  rugged 
t e r r a i n  and absence  of  h i g h  q u a l i t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and l a r g e  
f r e s h w a t e r  ponds o r  l a k e s  s u g g e s t s  p e r i o d  occupa t ion  was l i m i t e d  t o  
s m a l l  t o  moderate s i z e d  f i s h i n g  and hun t ing  encampments. P e r i o d  s i tes  
p robab ly  focused  on t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  l e v e l  l a n d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  
of Warwick v i l l a g e  and s o u t h  t o  H a s t i n g s  Pond, t h e  f i l l  ove r look ing  
t h e  previous ly-ment ioned pond,  t h e  h i l l  immedia te ly  s o u t h e a s t  of 
R i c h a r d ' s  R e s e r v o i r  and t h e  m i x t u r e  of d r y  and marshy lowlands s o u t h  
of Moore's Pond. 

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s  : 

I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  was under taken  i n  Warwick. Nat ive  
f i s h i n g  l i k e l y  occur red  th roughou t  t h e  town ' s  numerous s t r e a m s  and 
s e v e r a l  n a t u r a l  ponds,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  D a r l i n g  Brook, Hodge/Gales Brooks, 
Mountain Brook, H a s t i n g s  Pond, ~ o o r e ' s  Pond and L a u r e l  Lake. Hunting 
p robab ly  took  p l a c e  on l o c a l  lowlands and g e n t l e  up lands .  

D. Obse rva t ions :  

Warwick p robab ly  was u t i l i z e d  a s  a  secondary  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  by t h e  
n a t i v e  occupan t s  of t h e  major  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  s i t u a t e d  i n  N o r t h f i e l d .  
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Local  occupan t s  w e r e  most  l i k e l y  Squakheag r e l a t e d ,  a  group who w e r e  
t h e  dominant group l o c a t e d  i n  N o r t h f i e l d  by t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  Those 
a r e a s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s u r v i v i n g  ev idence  of p e r i o d  
s e t t l e m e n t  a r e  t h e  Warwick v i l l a g e  p l a i n ,  t h e  h i l l  ove r look ing  
Has t ings  Pond, and t h e  lowlands s o u t h  of Moore's Pond. 

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  remained as r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  w i t h  secondary  p a t h  from 
N o r t h f i e l d  t o  Pequag (Atho l )  a round Mount Grace.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

The a r e a  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be occupied  by s m a l l  hun t ing  and 
f i s h i n g  bands. Warwick l acked  a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  1740s. 

C . S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  : 

Nat ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  l i k e l y  were s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  sugges ted  f o r  
t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

D. Economic Base: 

N a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  w e r e  much t h e  same a s  t h o s e  
d e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d .  The development of t h e  Anglo- 
I n d i a n  f u r  t r a d e  i n  t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  p robab ly  
encouraged i n c r e a s e d  n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  and t r a p p i n g  of f u r - b e a r i n g  
an imals .  

The c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  of  N o r t h f i e l d  may have o c c a s i o n a l l y  hunted and 
f i s h e d  i n  t h e  Warwick a r e a .  

Observa t ions  : 

Warwick p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  secondary  
r e s o u r c e  a r e a  by t h e  n a t i v e  r e s i d e n t s  of  Squakheag u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d .  C o l o n i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  was d i scouraged  because of 
i t s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of l a r g e  
t r a c t s  o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y  l a n d  i n  t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  River  V a l l e y .  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Survey of Roxbury Canada d i v i s i o n  (1736) and l o c a t i o n  of meet ing  
house a t  Warwick Center  (1756) e s t a b l i s h e d  b a s i c  highway system. 
R a d i a l  r o a d s  from town c e n t e r  i n c l u d e d  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  of Athol-White 
Road and nor th - sou th  a x i s  of Route 78. North-south d i v i s i o n  highways 
a p p a r e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  Chase Road, Sheppard-Wendell Road, and White- 
Flower H i l l  Road. Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  highway from Warwick t o  N o r t h f i e l d  
improved a s  White and N o r t h f i e l d  Road from Mount Grace w i t h  Royals ton  
and Has t ing  He igh t s  Road from Mayo Cen te r  t o  Atho l .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Smal l  bands of n a t i v e s  most  l i k e l y  occupied  Warwick on a  s p o r a d i c  
b a s i s  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I n  1765, t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n s i s t e d  of on ly  36 houses ,  36 
f a m i l i e s  and 1 9 1  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Warwick ' s p o p u l a t i o n  
was t h e  2nd s m a l l e s t  of towns i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  
s t u d y  u n i t .  However, t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  had quadrupled  between 1765 and 
1776. By t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e ,  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  had 766 r e s i d e n t s .  
P e r i o d  se t t l e r s  came from a  number of Massachuse t t s  towns i n c l u d i n g  
Roxbury and N o r t h f i e l d .  The m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  town 's  s e t t l e r s  were 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s .  However, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  confirmed B a p t i s t s  
r e s i d i n g  i n  Warwick a s  e a r l y  a s  c.1770 (Morse 1963:63) .  These 
a t t e n d e d  B a p t i s t  services i n  W e s t  Royals ton .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was s c a t t e r e d .  Much of  it d i d  n o t  occur  u n t i l  
t h e  e a r l y  1760s because  of t h e  a r e a ' s  exposure  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k .  
I n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  i n  c.1739 w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of s i x  
homes. However, i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  where t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d .  
The e a r l y  1760s w i t n e s s e d  t h e  development  of a  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  
node i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  of Warwick. The town ' s  
f i r s t  meetinghouse (begun c.1753,  complete c .1760) was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  a r e a  of t h e  p r e s e n t  U n i t a r i a n  Church. The community's f i r s t  
m i n i s t e r ,  Reverand Lemuel Hodge, e s t a b l i s h e d  a  home i n  c.1760 on 
Atho l  Road s l i g h t l y  e a s t  of i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Route 78. L a t e r  p e r i o d  
s e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  n o r t h ,  n o r t h w e s t  and s o u t h e a s t  of t h i s  node. 
P e r i o d  homes were e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n s  o f  Old Winchester  
Road and H a s t i n g s  He igh t s  Road and on Gale Road immediately w e s t  o f  
Ga les  Pond. A d d i t i o n a l  s c a t t e r e d  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  p robab ly  a l s o  
took p l a c e  i n  w e s t e r n  Warwick on White Road and N o r t h f i e l d  Road. 

D. Economic Base: 

The c o l o n i a l  community focused  p r i m a r i l y  on l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  and 
lumbering.  The f i r s t  l o c a l  m i l l  (saw m i l l )  was n o t  c o n s t r u c t e d  u n t i l  
C .  1759 when M a t t i a s  S tone  completed a sawmil l  i n i t i a l l y  begun by 
Ebenezer  Locke on Black Brook immedia te ly  s o u t h  of  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
Rum Brook Road. T h i s  m i l l  was fo l lowed  by t h e  s e t t l e m e n f s  f i r s t  g r i s t  
m i l l  b u i l t  i n  c.1760 and a l s o  l o c a t e d  on Black Brook n e a r  t h e  sawmil l .  
U n t i l  t h i s  d a t e ,  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  c a r r i e d  t h e i r  g r a i n  t o  N o r t h f i e l d  
and A t h o l  where it was ground.  Warwick's f i r s t  t a v e r n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
by Deacon James B a l l  p r i o r  t o  1775 probably  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of  Old 
Winchester  and Rum Brook Roads. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Less  t h a n  a  h a l f  dozen houses  of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
s u r v i v e  i n  Warwick. A l l  of t h e s e  d a t e  from t h e  1760s o r  e a r l y  1770s.  
These i n c l u d e  houses  on Richmond and A t h o l ,  Winchester  Roads. Of 
t h e s e ,  t h e  b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  i s  t h e  Morse House (1772) on Richmond Road, 
a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a n  i n t e g r a l  
l e a n t o  and F e d e r a l  c a r r i a g e  sheds .  Other  houses  i n c l u d e  t h e  Hedge 
House, a  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney house d a t e d  between 1760-1777 b u t  
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i n  appearance  c .1820,  and a n o t h e r  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney house d a t e d  
1770. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  houses ,  a  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  gambrel 
r o o f e d  c o t t a g e  was no ted  on Richmond Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meet inghouse ,  t h e  on ly  c i v i c  b u i l d i n g  known 
t o  have been b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1754 and had 
d imensions  o f  35 '  x  30 '  x 1 9 ' .  

Obse rva t ions  : 

Warwick was one of a  number of upland s e t t l e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t  a s  a  r e s u l t  of g r a n t s  made t o  
l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  I n d i a n  War v e t e r a n s .  The t o w n ' s  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e  
and i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  w e r e  major  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  se t t lement% e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of c l o s e  economic t i es  w i t h  N o r t h f i e l d .  Local  r e s i d e n t s  l i k e l y  
sough t  r e f u g e  t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  I n d i a n  Wars. F u t u r e  
r e s e a r c h  shou ld  c l a r i f y  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  and t h e  l o c a l  
economy. None o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  secondary  s o u r c e s  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e s e  
a s p e c t s  of community development  i n  much d e t a i l .  There i s  a  good 
l i k e l i h o o d  of s u b s t a n t i a l  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  o f  p e r i o d  settle- 
ment s u r v i v i n g  because  of t h e  a r e a ' s  c o n t i n u e d  r u r a l  n a t u r e .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement of e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  th rough  Warwick C e n t e r  w i t h  F i f t h  
Massachuse t t s  Turnpike  (1799) from N o r t h f i e l d  t o  A t h o l ,  now abandoned 
l o c a t i o n  from H a s t i n g s  Pond t o  White Road w i t h  p o r t i o n  i n t a c t  a s  
Hale Road t o  Orange. Other  p e r i o d  highways i n c l u d e d  A t h o l  Road t o  
Sheomet Pond, Wendell  Road t o  Moore's Pond, Q u a r r y  Road t o  N o r t h f i e l d .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1776 and 1790, Warwick's p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  62%,  peaking i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  y e a r  a t  1 ,246 p e r s o n s  -- a  p o i n t  from which t h e  town would 
d e c l i n e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  130 y e a r s .  Only two o t h e r  towns i n  t h e  county -- 
Conway and Shelburne  -- had p o p u l a t i o n s  which peaked a s  e a r l y  a s  1790. 
By 1830, Warwick's p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  1150. 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Warwick Cen te r  remained as l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  development of Upper 
and Lower v i l l a g e  a l o n g  a x i s  of  Route 78,  Upland farming extended 
t o  l i m i t s  of p o t e n t i a l  c u l t i v a t i o n  around town c e n t e r  w i t h  secondary 
v i l l a g e  a t  Mayo Corners .  Limi ted  economic p o t e n t i a l  w i t h  l o c a l  m i l l  
s t r e a m s  a l o n g  D a r l i n g  Brook from Moores Pond and S t e v e n s  Swamp. 

D. Economic Base: 

Warwick's economy was p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  The su rveyor  i n  cha rge  
of p r e p a r i n g  t h e  1830 map of t h e  town, Jona than  Blake ,  was a l s o  a  
h i s t o r i a n .  I n  1832 he p repared  a  m a n u s c r i p t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  town, 
obse rv ing :  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Warwick



I n  many p l a c e s  t h e  s o i l  i s  s o  rocky and broken a s  
t o  r e n d e r  i t  u n f i t  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n :  i n  o t h e r  
p l a c e s ,  t o l e r a b l y  good; n o t  s o  s u i t a b l e  f o r  E n g l i s h  
g r a i n  a s  f o r  g r a s s ,  c o r n ,  and p o t a t o e s .  The p r i n c i -  
p a l  e x p o r t s  a r e  b e e f ,  c a t t l e ,  b u t t e r ,  and cheese ;  
b u t  n o t  s o  much of t h o s e  a s  f o r m e r l y .  B r a i d i n g  s t r a w  
and palm-leaf  h a t s  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  occupa t ion  of t h e  
women [ 25 women s o  employed i n  18321 , e x c e p t i n g  a t t e n d i n g  
t o  t h e  d a i r y  and o t h e r  household  a f f a i r s .  (B lake ,  111) 

The p r i n c i p a l  manufac tu r ing  e x c i t e m e n t  was t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  F r a n k l i n  
G l a s s  F a c t o r y ,  begun by a  l o c a l  p h y s i c i a n ,  D r .  Ebenezer  H a l l ,  i n  
1812. With o t h e r  l o c a l  s u p p o r t  t h e  company, i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  same 
y e a r ,  succeeded i n  e r e c t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  and producing e x c e l l e n t  c y l i n d e r  
g l a s s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Blake .  The work was under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of a  
Scotsman"of c o n s i d e r a b l e  a b i l i t y ,  b u t  of q u e s t i o n a b l e  i n t e g r i t y .  . . 
The t r a n s a c t i o n s  of t h e  company had been c a r r i e d  on h i t h e r t o  w i t h  t o o  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  economy,. . . and i t  cou ld  n o t  w i t h s t a n d ,  a l l  
c i r cumstances  combined, t h e  f i n a n c i a l  shock [ o f  f o r e i g n  cornpetion a t  
t h e  end of t h e  War of  1812?] ;  and it sank t o  r i se  no more." 

One E r s k i n e  o p e r a t e d  a  s a t i n e t  m i l l  i n  1832,  though i t s  l i f e  a p p e a r s  
t o  have been s h o r t  and t h e r e  i s  no f u r t h e r  r e c o r d  beyond t h a t  of t h e  
1832 Treasury  Repor t .  N a t i v e  bog i r o n  was a l s o  worked by a t  l e a s t  
one t r i p  hammer a t  t h e  o u t l e t  of  Moore 's  Pond. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Some two and a  h a l f  dozen F e d e r a l  houses  s t a n d  i n  
Warwick. These i n c l u d e  n e a r l y  e q u a l  numbers of c e n t e r  chimney and 
double  i n t e r i o r  chimney houses .  A s i m i l a r  number of c o t t a g e s ,  
n e a r l y  a l l  w i t h  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n s  and f i v e  bay f r o n t s  a l s o  s u r v i v e  
from t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  The f i n e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of p e r i o d  houses 
s t a n d s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  b u t  o t h e r  houses s t a n d  a t  Mayo Corner  and 
a long  Winches te r ,  A t h o l  and Wendell  Roads. Of n o t e  a r e  a  t w i n / r e a r  
w a l l  chimney house a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and a  house w i t h  a  double  h i p  
roof  on Has t ing  He igh t s  Road; t h e  doub le  h i p  roof  i s  v i r t u a l l y  
unknown i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  Other  n o t a b l e  houses  i n c l u d e  t h e  p r e s e r v e d  
Smith House ( c .  1800) , t h e  Stow House (1804) , t h e  Bass House (1812) , 
w i t h  a  c o r n e r b l o c k  e n t r a n c e  surround c o n t a i n i n g  a  b l i n d  f a n l i g h t ,  
and t h e  R u s s e l l  House ( c .  1800).  The Russel l  House, which i n c o r p o r a t e s  
such Georgian f e a t u r e s  a s  a n  e n t r a n c e  su r round  w i t h  a  deep segmenta l  
pediment and windows w i t h  crown moldings ,  cou ld  d a t e  e a r l i e r  t h a n  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  g i v e n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  was one of c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e l i g i o u s  
fe rment .  I n  1778, a  c u l t  l e a d e r  named E l d e r  Hix appeared  i n  t h e  
town, p r e a c h i n g  f r e e  l o v e  and s c a n d a l i s i n g  t h e  townspeople.  B a p t i s t s ,  
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  town a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1774, o rgan ized  a  s o c i e t y  
w i t h  Royals ton  B a p t i s t s  i n  1806. I n  1814, t h e  Congrega t iona l  S o c i e t y  
became U n i t a r i a n  and i n  1829, t h e  Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  wi th-  
drew from t h e  U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y .  The on ly  r e l i g i o u s  b u i l d i n g  con- 
s t r u c t e d  however, was a  meet inghouse  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h ,  b u i l t  i n  
1786-88. C a p t a i n  Samuel Langley was h i r e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  
which had d imensions  of 58 '  x 4 2 '  and i n c l u d e d  a  porch  on t h e  f r o n t .  
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V I I I .  

Nine s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  town i n  1785; e i g h t  schoo l -  
houses  were i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  1830 map. None of t h e s e  a r e  known t o  
s u r v i v e ,  b u t  a  two-s to ry ,  two bay wide ,  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  
noted  on Winches ter  Road s o u t h  of t h e  town c e n t e r  might  be a  schoo l  
of t h e  p e r i o d .  

Commercial: The o n l y  commercial b u i l d i n g  known t o  s u r v i v e  from t h e  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  Warwick I n n  (1828) a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  a  double 
i n t e r i o r  chimney, f i v e  bay f r o n t  house w i t h  doub le  ve randas  and a  long 
s i d e  a l l  added l a t e r  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD - 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Local  highway system remained f o c u s e d  around Warwick C e n t e r  w i t h  
improvement of e a s t - w e s t  highway a l o n g  M i l l e r s  Brook a s  N o r t h f i e l d  
Road, and n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  t o  Moore's Pond a s  Wendell  Road. No r a i l -  
r o a d s  p r o j e c t e d  o r  c o n s t r u c t e d  th rough  a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Warwick's p o p u l a t i o n  con t inued  t o  d e c l i n e ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l o s s  
o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  p o s t - C i v i l  War y e a r s  1865-70. By t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e ,  
t h e  town had l o s t  a  t h i r d  of i t s  1830 p o p u l a t i o n ,  c l o s i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  
w i t h  769 r e s i d e n t s .  

I n  1855 Warwick's fo re ign-born  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of 1 2  n a t i v e s  of 
I r e l a n d  and 11 from England.  

C . S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Local  c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  remained a t  Warwick Cen te r  w i t h  h igh land  a g r i -  
c u l t u r e  from C h e s t n u t  H i l l  t o  New Hampshire l i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  farm 
v i l l a g e  a t  Mayos Corners .  Lumbering a c t i v i t y  extended on upland 
s l o p e s  from Mount Grace w i t h  l o c a l  sawmi l l s .  

Economic Base: 

The fa rms  [wrote Blake i n  18531 a r e  n o t  s o  p r o d u c t i v e  a s  
they  w e r e  f o r t y  y e a r s  ago.  Many p i e c e s  of t i l l a g e - l a n d  
a r e  n e a r l y  worn o u t  ( a s  w e  t e r m  i t ) .  Peach trees a r e  a  
comple te  f a i l u r e ;  and n o t  one t e n t h  p a r t  s o  many a p p l e s  
a r e  now r a i s e d  a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  The trees have become 
o l d  and decayed,  and b u t  few young ones a r e  se t  o u t  t o  
r e p l a c e  them, a l t h o u g h  some a t t e n t i o n  h a s  been p a i d  t o  
g r a f t i n g  of l a t e .  The p a s t u r e - l a n d s ,  which w e r e  
f o r m e r l y  good, have g r e a t l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  and a r e  a lmos t  
covered  w i t h  noxious  b r u s h e s ,  b r a k e s ,  and f e r n s ;  and they  
y i e l d  compara t ive ly  l i t t l e  t o  t h e i r  former  p r o d u c t s .  The 
hay i s  a l s o  reduced  i n  q u a n t i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  q u a l i t y .  Less 
r y e  and wheat i s  r a i s e d  t h a n  f o r m e r l y ,  b u t  q u i t e  a s  much 
I n d i a n  c o r n ,  o a t s  less,  and b a r l e y  p robab ly  more. 
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The g r e a t e s t  manufac tu r ing  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  town i s  i t s  
lumber. Large q u a n t i t i e s  of whi te -p ine  t imber  have been 
manufactured  h e r e  i n  t i m e s  p a s t :  t h e  o l d  growth i s  
becoming s c a r c e ,  be ing  n e a r l y  a l l  c u t  o f f .  Cons ide rab le  
q u a n t i t i e s  of  t h e  second growth of  p i n e s  a r e  now sawed 
i n t o  p a i l - s t a v e s  and o t h e r  a r t i c les  of v a r i o u s  k i n d s .  
The ha rd  wood is  worked i n t o  c h a i r - s t u f f ,  brushwoods, 
and broom-handles. 

There a r e  f i f t e e n  sawmi l l s  i n  t h e  town, which a n n u a l l y  
send t o  market  more t h a n  one m i l l i o n  f e e t  of lumber 
[about  5.8% of t h e  county  t o t a l ] .  There a r e  t h r e e  p a i l -  
s t a v e  shops ,  and t h r e e  o r  f o u r  shops  w i t h  c i r c u l a r  s a w s  
a t t a c h e d ,  t o  c u t  c h a i r  p l a n k  and o t h e r  s m a l l  a r t i c l e s ;  
one axe shop ,  t h r e e  b lacksmi th  shops ,  and t h r e e  t a n n e r i e s ;  
t h r e e  s t o r e s  (one of  them i s  a  s m a l l  union s t o r e ) ,  one 
t a v e r n ,  and one p o s t - o f f i c e .  

By 1865 Warwick's lumber p r o d u c t i o n  had r i s e n  30%. Twenty s a w m i l l s  
produced 1 ,555,000 f e e t  of  lumber -- 10% of t h e  c o u n t y ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  
and t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a n t i t y  r e p o r t e d  by any town i n  F r a n k l i n  County. 
Brush Hollow took  i t s  name from s e v e r a l  b rush  wood shops  l o c a t e d  
t h e r e .  

Another i n d u s t r y ,  begun i n  1854 ( t h e  y e a r  a f t e r  B l a k e ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of t h e  t o w n ) ,  was t h e  boo t  shop of Nahum Jones .  By 1865 he employed 
18 men producing $22,000 wor th  of b o o t s .  Warwick's s i n g l e  t a n n e r y  
was t h e  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  of e l e v e n  enumerated i n  t h e  county i n  1865, 
w i t h  a  p r o d u c t  v a l u e d  a t  $16,688.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  - 
R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  a t  a  pace n e a r l y  
e q u a l  t o  t h a t  of t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  Houses and c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  f a i r  numbers a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  w i t h  a r e a s  of s e t t l e m e n t  expanding 
t o  t h e  w e s t  i n  t h e  Moores p o n d h i e n d e l l  Road a r e a  and t o  t h e  s o u t h  
a l o n g  Winches ter  Road. C o t t a g e s  became t h e  predominant  house t y p e .  
While a  number of s i d e h a l l  p l a n  c o t t a g e s  i n  t h e  Greek Rev iva l  and 
I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e s  w e r e  observed i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  by f a r  t h e  most common 
p l a n  t y p e  f o r  c o t t a g e s  was t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ,  f i v e  bay 
f r o n t  p l a n  w i t h  e i t h e r  a  s i n g l e  chimney o r  double  i n t e r i o r  chimneys. 
A v a r i a n t  on t h a t  form employed t h e  same p l a n  w i t h  f i v e  bay f r o n t  
b u t  w i t h  t h e  end g a b l e  f a c i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p a r a l l e l  t o , t h e  street.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Two i m p o r t a n t  r e l i g i o u s  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  
town c e n t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  These were t h e  B a p t i s t  Church ( 1 8 4 4 ) ,  
s i n c e  1919 t h e  Warwick L i b r a r y ,  and t h e  p r e s e n t  U n i t a r i a n  Church 
(1836) .  The B a p t i s t  Church, a  one-and-a-half s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  Greek 
Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g , i s  t h e  more modest.  The U n i t a r i a n  Church, two s t o r i e s  
t a l l  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  porch  w i t h  pediment and doub le  e n t r a n c e s ,  
i n c o r p o r a t e s  Greek R e v i v a l  and Goth ic  Rev iva l  d e t a i l s  i n c l u d i n g  l a n c e t  
windows and a two-s tage  s q u a r e  b e l f r y  w i t h  p i n n a c l e s  and a  s p i r e .  I n  
1833, t h e  Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  b u i l t  a  meetinghouse b u t  t h a t  
b u i l d i n g  i s  n o t  b e l i e v e d  t o  be s t a n d i n g .  
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Commercial: A few s m a l l  two-s tory  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  s t o r e s  
w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  1850s.  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL - PERIOD - (1870-1915) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  - Routes:  

Warwick Center  remained a s  f o c u s  of l o c a l  highway system w i t h  primary 
a x i s  nor th - sou th  from Orange and e a s t - w e s t  from N o r t h f i e l d .  No 
r a i l r o a d s  o r  t r o l l e y  l i n e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  through a r e a .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Warwick's p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  decade o f  t h e  1890s ,  con t inued  t o  
d e c l i n e .  By 1915,  t h e  town had l o s t  38% of  i t s  1870 p o p u l a t i o n ,  
c l o s i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  477 r e s i d e n t s .  I n  1905,  t h e  l a r g e s t  group 
of immigrants  w e r e  3 4  Swedes, who made up h a l f  t h e  t o w n ' s  f o r e i g n -  
born  p o p u l a t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Warwick Cen te r  remained a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  d a i r y  farming on 
h i g h l a n d s  from town c e n t e r  and lumbering on upland s l o p e s .  

D. Economic Base: 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  economy remained dominated by lumbering and woodworking 
i n d u s t r i e s ,  though b o t h  d e c l i n e d  a s  p e r i o d  p r o g r e s s e d .  L a r g e s t  manu- 
f a c t u r e d  p r o d u c t  i n  1875 was t h e  boo t  p r o d u c t i o n  of Nahum J o n e s '  
f a c t o r y ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  57% of t h e  town ' s  t o t a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e .  
Lumber accoun ted  f o r  a n o t h e r  36%. By 1890,  two sawmi l l s ,  g r i s t  m i l l ,  
and box shop of George Wheeler r e p o r t e d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very l i m i t e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d .  The o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  occur red  a f t e r  1900, 
when some r e s o r t  development t o o k  p l a c e  around L a u r e l  Lake and Moore's 
Pond. I n  t h o s e  l o c a t i o n s ,  s m a l l  c o t t a g e s ,  most one-s to ry ,  g a b l e  
r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  c l a p b o a r d ,  s h i n g l e s  o r  n o v e l t y  s i d i n g ,  w e r e  
b u i l t .  Another  form of r e s o r t  development was t h e  convers ion  of 
C o l o n i a l  and F e d e r a l  houses  t o  summer u s e  and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
a d d i t i o n s  t o  e x i s t i n g  houses  f o r  use  a s  summer h o t e l s .  Such develop- 
ment seems t o  have o c c u r r e d  a t  Warwick Cen te r  a f t e r  1900; of  n o t e  was 
t h e  enlargement  of a  c e n t e r  chimney F e d e r a l  house on Has t ing  He igh t s  
Road, a p p a r e n t l y  f o r  r e s o r t  use .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Two i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  
a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  These a r e  t h e  Town H a l l  (1894,  James E .  F u l l e r ,  
F u l l e r  and Delano) and t h e  C e n t e r  School .  The Town H a l l  i s  a  two-and- 
a -ha l f  s t o r y  h i p  r o o f e d  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  a  good s t a t e  of 
p r e s e r v a t i o n .  The C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  C e n t e r  School ,  one s t o r y  w i t h  a  
h i p  r o o f ,  p robab ly  was b u i l t  c.1910. 
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X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement of nor th - sou th  a x i s  a s  secondary  a u t o  highway Route 78 
from Orange t o  Keene,New Hampshire th rough  Warwick Center  t o  Mount 
Grace s k i  a r e a .  Eas t -west  highway t o  N o r t h f i e l d  remained a s  
unimproved r o a d .  

B. p o p u l a t i o n :  

Warwick's p o p u l a t i o n  reached  i t s  n a d i r  i n  1920 a t  327 r e s i d e n t s .  
Between 1930 and 1935 and town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  made a  54% g a i n i n g ,  
c l imbing  t o  565 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r .  The p e r i o d  c l o s e d  a t  4 4 4 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  main ta ined  a t  Warwick Cen te r  w i t h  secondary  development 
of r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  around Moore ' s  Pond and Mount Grace s k i  
a r e a .  

D. Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  A g r i c u l t u r e  dominant.  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  Warwick's su rvey  i s  one of t h e  most comple te  i n v e n t o r i e s  
produced by t h e  F r a n k l i n  County A r t s  Counc i l .  I n v e n t o r y  forms f o r  a l l  
major i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  and most  pre-1830 r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
a r e  thorough ly  r e s e a r c h e d  and g e n e r a l l y  c o n t a i n  u s e f u l  h i s t o r i c a l  
d a t a .  Very few post-1830 s t r u c t u r e s  have been documented; f u t u r e  
i n v e n t o r y  work might  i n c l u d e  comple t ion  of a r e a  forms f o r  l a t e r  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and f o r  20 th  c e n t u r y  
r e s o r t  development.  S e v e r a l  o v e r s i g h t s  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n v e n t o r y  
shou ld  be noted:  t h e r e  a r e  two F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  houses on Has t ing  
He igh t s  Road, s o u t h  of Mayo Corner ,  n e i t h e r  of which i s  i n v e n t o r i e d .  
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