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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: 1982 Community: P l a i n f  i e l d  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

P l a i n f i e l d  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  Hoosac Range. 
Local  t e r r a i n  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  moderate t o  rugged i n  t h e  sou the rn -  
most p o r t i o n  of town w h i l e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  P l a i n f i e l d  modera tes  i n t o  
r e l a t i v e l y  g e n t l e  h i l l s .  The P l a i n f i e l d  up lands  a r e  some of t h e  h i g h e s t  
i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  s t u d y  u n i t  w i t h  e l e v a t i o n s  r e a c h i n g  a s  h igh  a s  
2125 ' ( W e s t  Mountain) . A d d i t i o n a l  prominent  p o i n t s  i n c l u d e  Deer H i l l  
( 1 9 9 2 ' )  and Warner H i l l  ( 1 8 4 3 ' ) .  The town i s  g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  d r a i n e d ,  
exc lud ing  a  number of s m a l l  t r a c t s  of marshland i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n ,  c e n t r a l  
and s o u t h e a s t e r n  P l a i n f i e l d .  There a r e  no major  waterways ex tend ing  
through P l a i n f i e l d .  A l l  l o c a l  s t r e a m s  and brooks  run  s o u t h  and even- 
t u a l l y  d r a i n  i n t o  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  River .  The M i l l  R i v e r ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  
waterway, e x t e n d s  t h e  l e n g t h  of P l a i n f i e l d  and d r a i n s  s o u t h  i n t o  t h e  
S w i f t  R i v e r ,  a  t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  W e s t f i e l d .  D e s p i t e  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  s i z e ,  
l o c a l  s t r e a m s  and brooks  were powerful  enough t o  run  approx imate ly  10 
m i l l s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s .  The o n l y  n a t u r a l  bod ies  
of f r e s h w a t e r  a r e  two modera te ly  s i z e d  ponds,  t h e  Crooked and P l a i n f i e l d ,  
s i t u a t e d  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  P l a i n f i e l d .  Small  d e p o s i t s  of manganese and 
i r o n  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  sou thwes te rn  P l a i n f i e l d  and approx imate ly  a  m i l e  
and a  h a l f  w e s t  of P l a i n f i e l d  v i l l a g e .  B r i e f  e f f o r t s  were made i n  t h e  
1 9 t h  c e n t r u y  t o  e x c a v a t e  and market  t h e  d e p o s i t s .  Local  s o i l  c o n s i s t s  
p r i m a r i l y  of a  heavy loam. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  surveyed a s  p a r t  of H a t f i e l d  E q u i v a l e n t  l a n d s  i n  1744 and 
i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  P l a n t a t i o n  Number 5 (Cummington) i n  1762 w i t h  western  
boundary a t  P l a n t a t i o n  Number 4 (Windsor) . E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  P l a i n f  i e l d  
d i s t r i c t  of Cummington i n  1785 d e f i n i n g  s o u t h e r n  boundary and e a s t e r n  
l i n e  a d j u s t e d  w i t h  A s h f i e l d  boundary i n  1794. Nor thern  s e c t i o n  annexed 
from Hawley i n  1803 d e f i n i n g  n o r t h e r n  boundary. P l a i n f i e l d  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
a s  a  town i n  1807. 

I1 I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h i l l  town on i n t e r m e d i a t e  c o r r i d o r  from Northampton 
t o  North Adams. Located i n  B e r k s h i r e  h i g h l a n d s  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  n a t i v e  
s i t e s  a t  P l a i n f i e l d  Ponds. S e t t l e d  d u r i n g  Revo lu t ion  from Cummington 
w i t h  l o c a l  r o a d  sys tem o r i e n t e d  by mid-18th c e n t u r y  township g r i d .  
C i v i c  f o c u s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  P l a i n f i e l d  c e n t e r  d u r i n g  e a r l y  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d i n g  some s u r v i v i n g  houses  on Main S t r e e t  and l a t e r  Greek 
Rev iva l  church .  Highland a g r i c u l t u r e  expanded t o  l i m i t s  on surrounding 
up lands  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o r i g i n a l  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e s  i n t a c t  from 
Warner t o  Deer H i l l .  L imi ted  i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l  w i t h  l o c a l  s i tes  
a long M i l l  Brook, i n c l u d i n g  r e s t o r e d  g r i s t  n i l 1  on River  S t r e e t .  
Dairy farms remain a c t i v e  th rough  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  n o t a b l e  
S h i n g l e  S t y l e  complex on South  S t r e e t  a t  Cummington l i n e .  I s o l a t i o n  
of a r e a  m a i n t a i n s  P l a i n f i e l d  c e n t e r  a s  c i v i c  focus  through e a r l y  20th  
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c e n t u r y  w i t h  modest r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o r t  a t  P l a i n f  i e l d  Ponds. P r e s e n t  
growth e v i d e n t  a s  r e s t o r a t i o n  of h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  c o t t a g e s  from Cummington 
a l o n g  M i l l  Brook. P l a i n f i e l d  c e n t e r  r e t a i n s  f a b r i c  a s  h i l l  town, a l -  
though s u b u r b a n - r e c r e a t i o n a l  development  i s  obv ious  a long  Route 116 
a x i s  t o  P l a i n f  i e l d  Ponds. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

I n t e r m e d i a t e  h igh land  c o r r i d o r  from Housatonic  t o  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y .  
P robab le  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  c o n j e c t u r e d  a long  a x i s  of P l e a s a n t - C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t  and n o r t h  a l o n g  f l a n k  of Warner H i l l  t o  M i l l  Brook, l i k e l y  f o l -  
lowing n o r t h  a s  Main S t r e e t  (Route 116) t o  H a l l o c k v i l l e  Pond. Western 
branch from M i l l  Brook p o s s i b l y  fo l lowed former  t r a i l  a long  f l a n k  of 
West Mountain t o  P l a i n f i e l d  Pond connec t ing  w i t h  Main S t r e e t  (Route 
1 1 6 ) .  P robab le  t r a i l  around upper S w i f t  R ive r  a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed Bow 
S t r e e t  t o  Pleadow Brook. 

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There were no r e p o r t e d  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i tes .  The t o w n ' s  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e  
base  p robab ly  d i s c o u r a g e d  e x t e n s i v e  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t .  Na t ive  p e r i o d  
occupa t ion  was most l i k e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s h o r t  t e r m  hun t ing  encampments 
l o c a t e d  i n  P l a i n f i e l d ' s  up lands  and f i s h i n g  s i tes  e s t a b l i s h e d  a d j a c e n t  
t o  Crooked and P l a i n f i e l d  ponds and l o c a l  waterways,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  M i l l  
Brook. 

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

Limited n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  may have been on t h e  t o w n ' s  e a s t e r n  up lands ,  
p r i m a r i l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t . .  The pr imary  f o c u s  of n a t i v e  
a c t i v i t i e s  would have been hun t ing  and f i s h i n g  in the previously s p e c i f i e d  
l o c a t i o n s .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  Deer H i l l  ( P l a i n f i e l d  & Cummington) was t h e  
s i t e  of a  l a r g e  d e e r  p o p u l a t i o n .  

D .  Obse rva t ions :  

P l a i n f i e l d  probably  was u t i l i z e d  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  Pocumtucks 
of D e e r f i e l d  and t h e  Norwotucks i n h a b i t i n g  Northampton and H a t f i e l d .  
Th i s  a r e a  a l s o  may have se rved  a s  a  p h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r  between t h e  
Connec t i cu t  R ive r  n a t i v e s  and t h e  Mohicans s i t u a t e d  between t h e  Hudson 
River  V a l l e y  and t h e  Taconic Range ( N e w  Y o r k / ~ l a s s a c h u s e t t s  b o r d e r ) .  
The p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p e r i o d  s i tes  i s  g r e a t e s t  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r ,  
Crooked and P l a i n f i e l d  ponds and a d j a c e n t  t o  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  l o c a l  r o u t e s  a c r o s s  up lands  connec t ing  
upper W e s t f i e l d  v a l l e y  w i t h  P l a i n f i e l d  Pond a l o n g  a x i s  of Route 116. 
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P o p u l a t i o n :  

P l a i n f i e l d  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be occupied  by s m a l l  t o  moderate 
s i z e d  bands of n a t i v e s  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The a r e a  l a c k e d  a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  c .1770.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  most l i k e l y  were s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  sugges ted  
f o r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base: 

C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  n a t i v e s  p robab ly  con t inued  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  P l a i n f  i e l d  
a r e a  f o r  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and p o s s i b l y  l i m i t e d  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  The 
development of Anglo-Indian t r a d i n g  c e n t e r s  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Northampton 
and W e s t f i e l d  l i k e l y  encouraged i n c r e a s e d  n a t i v e  t r a p p i n g  f o r  f u r -  
b e a r i n g  an imals  on l o c a l  waterways and marshlands .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

P l a i n f i e l d  p robab ly  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  a s  a  n a t i v e  r e s o u r c e  
a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  because  of c o l o n i a l  encroachment on t h e  t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  n a t i v e  c o r e  a r e a  s i t u a t e d  a long  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r .  

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Survey of H a t f i e l d  E q u i v a l e n t  (1744) e s t a b l i s h e d  d i v i s i o n  g r i d  a long 
nor th - sou th  a x i s  of M i l l  Brook w i t h  High, Summit and Vinning S t r e e t .  
Survey of Township Number 5  (1762) c r e a t e d  additional c o n n e c t o r s  t o  
Westf i e l d  River  (Cummington) w i t h  C e n t r a l ,  South  and River  S t r e e t  
a long  M i l l  Brook and Meadow Brook a x i s .  Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  highway 
l o c a t e d  a s  Main-Hawley S t r e e t  (Route 116) from P l a i n f i e l d  Ponds. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Smal l  bands of n a t i v e s  p robab ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  encampments i n  P l a i n f i e l d  
w e l l  i n t o  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

P l a i n f i e l d  had a  l i m i t e d  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  1775, 
t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n s i s t e d  of less t h a n  10 f a m i l i e s .  P e r i o d  
s e t t l e r s  migra ted  p r i m a r i l y  from Abington and Br idgewate r ,  I l a s s a c h u s e t t s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  P l a i n f i e l d  was s c a t t e r e d  and l i m i t e d  t o  a  s m a l l  
number of f a m i l i e s .  The community d i d  n o t  undergo s e r i o u s  s e t t l e m e n t  
u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 7 7 0 ' s  and 1 7 8 0 ' s .  The f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  i n  
c.1770 w i t h  Thomas M c I n t i r e l s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  home. S e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  
f a m i l i e s  fo l lowed  between 1770 and 1775. Loca l  r e s i d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  
r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  i n  p r e s e n t  Cummington s i n c e  P l a i n f i e l d  lacked r e l i g i o u s  
f a c i l i t i e s .  
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D.  Economic Base: 

Local  c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  invo lved  p r i m a r i l y  i n  s m a l l  s c a l e  c rop  
and l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  and lumbering.  Loca l  lumber and f i rewood was 
s o l d  t o  o t h e r  communities.  Deer H i l l  i n  sou thwes te rn  P l a i n f i e l d  and 
nor thwes te rn  Cummington was t h e  s i t e  of e x t e n s i v e  c o l o n i a l  h u n t i n g .  
By t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  l a r g e  d e e r  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  had 
been decimated by over -hun t ing .  P l a i n f i e l d  l acked  m i l l  f a c i l i t i e s .  
These most l i k e l y  were sough t  i n  p r e s e n t  Curnmington. 

E .  Obse rva t ions :  - 

P l a i n f i e l d  wi tnessed  minimal c o l o n i a l  development d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
C o l o n i a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  was l i m i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  s m a l l  s c a l e  economic 
a c t i v i t i e s  of l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  and r e s o u r c e  h a r v e s t i n g  e f f o r t s  of 
Cummington r e s i d e n t s .  P e r i o d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  w i l l  p robab ly  
b e  l i m i t e d  because  of  t h e  s m a l l  d e g r e e  of p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Loca t ion  of meet ing  house a t  P l a i n f i e l d  c e n t e r  (1792) c r e a t e d  r a d i a l  
road system a long  a x i s  of Main S t r e e t  (Route 1 1 6 ) .  P e r i o d  highways 
i n c l u d e d  C e n t r a l ,  Grand and North S t r e e t ,  Pr imary  nor th - sou th  a x i s  
remained a long  M i l l  Brook t o  P l a i n f i e l d  Pond a s  Main S t r e e t  (Route 1 1 6 ) .  

B .  - P o p u l a t i o n :  

P l a i n f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  peaked i n  1830 a t  984 r e s i d e n t s ,  g i v i n g  t h e  
town a  n e t  growth r a t e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1790-1830 of  114 .8%,  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  
i n  t h e  county  and n e a r l y  t w i c e  t h e  coun ty  a v e r a g e .  T h i s  unusua l  growth, 
n o t  a t  a l l  t y p i c a l  of a  h i l l  town ( A s h f i e l d ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  r e p o r t e d  18.7%;  
Curnmington t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  4 4 % )  can  pe rhaps  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  l a t e  
s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  town. I n  1790 t h e r e  were s t i l l  o n l y  458 r e s i d e n t s .  
I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  decade  t h e  town grew by 74%.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Loca t ion  of meet ing  house (1792) e s t a b l i s h e d  c i v i c  f o c u s  a t  P l a i n f  i e l d  
c e n t e r  w i t h  s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  a long  Main Road (Route 116) . Local  m i l l  
s i t e s  developed a long  Meadow and M i l l  Brook w i t h  upland a g r i c u l t u r e  
extended t o  l i m i t s  of c u l t i c a t i o n  on D e e r  and Warner H i l l .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Large ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy, though s m a l l  c l o t h  d r e s s i n g  shops e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  on b o t h  M i l l  and Meadow brooks ,  t a k e n  over  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  
by t h r e e  s m a l l  s a t i n e t  m i l l s  w i t h  peak recorded  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  1832 of  
$29,150 worth of c l o t h .  

S e v e r a l  s m a l l  t a n n e r i e s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  th roughou t  p e r i o d  w i t h  ambi t ious  
Dorn & Remington 80-vat  t a n n e r y , i n i t i a t e d  on M i l l  Brook 1830. 
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S e v e r a l  g r i s t  and sawmills i n  o p e r a t i o n .  P r o b a b l y  i n  1 8 2 0 ' s  was t h e  
i n i t i a l  deve lopment  of  woodworking i n d u s t r y  which i n  a  v a r i e t y  of 
p r o d u c t s  would domina te  t h e  town i n  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  p e r i o d .  By 1832 
Benjamin Guyde (Gloyd?)  p roduced  wooden ware ( c h e e s e  boxes ,  measu res ,  
boxes ,  d i p p e r s )  r e p o r t e d l y  v a l u e d  a t  $13,000 -- second h i g h e s t  p r o d u c t  
v a l u e  i n  town. The making of  broom h a n d l e s  may a l s o  have begun a b o u t  
t h e  same t i m e .  John  B i s b e e  r e c e i v e d  a  p a t e n t  f o r  a  t u r n i n g  l a t h e  f o r  
making broom h a n d l e s  i n  1832,  though o t h e r  i n v e n t o r s  i n  Hadley ,  Shu tes -  
b u r y ,  and L e v e r e t t  a p p e a r  t o  have preceded  him i n  t h e  1 8 2 0 ' s .  

P r o b a b l y  a l s o  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e ,  P l a i n f i e l d  women w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  
c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  of pa lm- leaf  h a t  making. By 1837 h a t s  wor th  n e a r l y  
$9 ,000  w e r e  t h e  t h i r d  most  h i g h l y  v a l u e d  p r o d u c t  i n  town. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Most of  t h e  h o u s e s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  town d a t e  from t h e  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  Almost a l l  are s i m p l e  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
a  few s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  and f r ame  houses  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  P e r h a p s  a s  
many a s  a  dozen and a h a l f  houses  d a t i n g  between 1790 and 1830 s u r v i v e  
a c r o s s  t h e  town. One and a  h a l f  s t o r y  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  c o t t a g e s  a r e  
by f a r  t h e  most  numerous t y p e  s u r v i v i n g .  Most o f  t h e s e  e x h i b i t  Cape Cod 
c o t t a g e  f e a t u r e s  such  a s  end  w a l l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  of t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  double-hung s a s h  windows f l a n k e d  by s m a l l ,  s q u a r e  f i x e d  l i g h t s  i n  
t h e  peak  and a t  t h e  e a v e s  of  t h e  r o o f .  Cape Cod c o t t a g e  f e n e s t r a t i o n  
i s  r e l a t i v e l y  common i n  t h e  h i g h l a n d s  o f  w e s t e r n  Hampshire County and 
may r e f l e c t  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  o r i g i n s  of  many of t h e  
a r e a ' s  se t t lers .  Only a  few two-s to ry  F e d e r a l  houses  w e r e  obse rved .  
These a r e  b r i c k  houses  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  a t  C e n t r a l  and on C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t  a t  Main and f rame houses  on  Main S t r e e t  (Straw-Hudson House) a t  
t h e  c e n t e r  and on s t reet  n e a r  W e s t  Mountain.  The b r i c k  h o u s e s  a r e  b o t h  
w e l l  c r a f t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  F l e m i s h  bond masonry.  A l l  of t h e  houses  
e x h i b i t  d o u b l e  o r  end chimney c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n s ;  u s e  of t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  p r o b a b l y  i n d i c a t e s  a r e l a t i v e l y  
l a t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e ,  a f t e r  1815.  A l s o  n o t e d  i n  t h e  town w e r e  a 
s i d e h a l l  p l a n  b r i c k  house  (c .1825)  on Main S t r e e t  and a  few one-and-a- 
h a l f  s t o r y  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  s m a l l  h a l f - s i z e  windows a t  t h e  c o r n i c e  l i n e ;  
such  "eyebrow" windows w e r e  common a f t e r  1830.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  mee t inghouse  ( 5 5 % '  x  4 2 % ' )  was n o t  b u i l t  
u n t i l  1791,  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  c h u r c h  was o r g a n i z e d  ( 1 7 8 6 ) .  I n  1790,  
t h r e e  s h c o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w i t h  s c h o o l h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  
e a c h .  

Commercial:  A t  l e a s t  two t a v e r n s  ( S t r e e t e r  , c .1800,  and Mack) o p e r a t e d  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  

V I I I  . EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

L o c a l  highway sys tem remained  f o c u s e d  around P l a i n f i e l d  c e n t e r  w i t h  a x i s  
a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  (Route  1 1 6 ) .  Secondary  c o n n e c t i o n s  a l o n g  n o r t h - s o u t h  
a x i s  o f  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  t o  Cumrnington. No r a i l r o a d s  p r o j e c t e d  o r  
c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  a r e a .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P l a i n f i e l d  began a l o n g  d e c l i n e  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1830.  Between t h a t  y e a r  
and 1870,  t h e  town l o s t  n e a r l y  h a l f  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  w i t h  5 2 1  p e o p l e .  

I n  1855 P l a i n f i e l d  had 13 f o r e i g n - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s  -- 1 .9% of  h e r  
p o p u l a t i o n  and one of  t h e  s m a l l e s t  p e r c e n t a g e s  of any town i n  t h e  
c o u n t y .  F i v e  of t h e  t h i r t e e n  w e r e  f rom I r e l a n d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

P l a i n f i e l d  c e n t e r  remained  a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  a x i s  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  
(Route  116)  . Highland  f a rming  m a i n t a i n e d  on up land  p l a t e a u s  a round 
town c e n t e r  w i t h  d e c l i n e  of  l o c a l  m i l l  s i t es .  

D. Economic Base :  

D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  and  e x p a n s i o n  of  P l a i n f i e l d ' s  l i m i t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e ,  
which r e a c h e d  i t s  peak p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  C h a i r s  and c a b i n e t w a r e ,  
broom and b r u s h  h a n d l e s ,  b u t t e r  and b a i l  boxes ,  p a i l s  and t u b s ,  wagons 
and b a s k e t s  w e r e  a l l  produced by s m a l l  shops  r a r e l y  employing more t h a n  
one o r  two p e r s o n s .  I n  1855 and ' 6 5  t h e  l a r g e s t  number of shop,s w e r e  
devo ted  t o  making b u t t e r  boxes  ( t h r e e  s h o p s  employed t h r e e  men i n  1 8 5 5 ) .  

Woolen p r o d u c t i o n  d e c l i n e d  a f t e r  1832,  though d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War 
S t r e e t e r ' s  M i l l  r e c e i v e d  a  b o o s t  f rom war demands. Palm-leaf  h a t  making, 
d i r e c t e d  m o s t l y  o u t  o f  two s h o p s  ( C l a r k  and Campbell)  r e a c h e d  i t s  peak 
a b o u t  1855 when 125 women made up b r a i d e d  h a t s .  Campbell  i s  s a i d  t o  
have had a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t r a d e  w i t h  women i n  a d j o i n i n g  towns a s  w e l l  
(Cummington and Wor th ing ton? )  . 
Maple s u g a r ,  among o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  was one of  t h e  t o w n ' s  
l e a d i n g  commodit ies .  The 20,175 l b s .  c o l l e c t e d  i n  1855 r e p r e s e n t e d  
a l m o s t  a  t h i r d  ( 3 2 % )  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  p r o d u c t i o n .  Homan H a l l o c k ,  w i t h  
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  1 8 2 0 ' s  a s  a  m i s s i o n a r y  p r i n t e r  i n  t h e  M i d i t e r r a n e a n ,  
r e t u r n e d  home w i t h  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of b e i n g  one of o n l y  two p e r s o n s  who 
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of A r a b i c  t y p e .  When t h e  American B i b l e  
S o c i e t y  commenced p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a n  A r a b i c  B i b l e ,  H a l l o c k  began making 
t h e  t y p e  i n  a  shop  on M i l l  Brook,  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (Dyer ,  1 5 4 ) .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  P r o b a b l y  a s  many a s  a  dozen  houses  and c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  and  ' 4 0 s .  Very  few houses  of  t h e  mid -cen tu ry  and l a t e r  
were o b s e r v e d .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  one-and-a-half  s t o r y  Cape Cod t y p e  
c o t t a g e s  w i t h  f i v e  bay f a c a d e  and o u t e r  e n t r a n c e  remained  t h e  s t a n d a r d  
house  form from t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  t h r o u g h  1850.  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  
i n n o v a t i o n  can  be n o t e d  i n  t h e  u s e  of d o u b l e  o r  i n t e r i o r  chimneys and 
c e n t e r  h a l l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  c e n t e r  ch imneys , a s  was common i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d .  Two s t o r y  h o u s e s  a r e  v e r y  ra re  w i t h  most  of t h e  l a r g e r  resi- 
dences  obse rved  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  one-and-a-half  s t o r y  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  w i t h  
a n  a d d i t i o n a l  h a l f - s t o r y  a t t i c ;  t h e  h a l f  s t o r y  s p a c e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  lit 
w i t h  s m a l l  h a l f - s i z e d  windows a t  t h e  r o o f l i n e .  A few houses  w i t h  such  a  
s t r u c t u r e  w e r e  obse rved  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  on Main S t r e e t .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The second ( p r e s e n t )  meet inghouse  was b u i l t  i n  1846 
by Alonzo P a r k e r .  I t  i s  a  one-and-a-half  s t o r y  Greek R e v i v a l  w i t h  
doub le  e n t r a n c e s ,  f a c a d e  p i l a s t e r s  and a  s t e e p l e  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  b a s e  
and o c t a g o n a l  second s t a g e .  A l s o  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  p r e s e n t  
Town H a l l ,  a  two-s to ry  v e r n a c u l a r  Greek R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
d imens ions  of  32 '  x  4 6 ' ;  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  f o u r  bays  wide w i t h  an  
o f f s e t  e n t r a n c e .  The o n l y  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  known t o  have 
been  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was a  B a p t i s t  mee t inghouse  b u i l t  i n  1840-42; 
t h e  S o c i e t y  ( o r g a n i z e d  1833)  d i s s o l v e d  i n  1866-67 and  t h e  meet inghouse  
was demol i shed .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A t  l e a s k  one s m a l l ,  water-powered m i l l  i s  known t o  s u r v i v e  
from t h e  p e r i o d .  T h i s  i s  a  two-s to ry  f rame s t r u c t u r e  on Union S t r e e t  
a t  R i v e r  S t r e e t ,  p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  a s  a  t u r n i n g  m i l l .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) - 

A.  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  - Routes :  

Loca l  highway sys t em remained f o c u s e d  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  a x i s  t h rough  
P l a i n f  i e l d  c e n t e r  (Route  116)  . No r a i l r o a d s  o r  s t r ee t  r a i l w a y s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  a r e a .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P l a i n f i e l d ' s  d e c l i n e  slowed i n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  Between 
1870 and 1915,  t h e  town l o s t  o n l y  28%. H e r  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  
remained n e g l i g i b l e ,  though F rench  Canadians  w e r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  
g roup  a s  e a r l y  as  1880. 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  - 

C i v i c  f o c u s  remained  a t  P l a i n f i e l d  c e n t e r  w i t h  d a i r y  f a rming  on 
s u r r o u n d i n g  u p l a n d s .  G r a d u a l  deve lopment  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  a t  
P l a i n f i e l d  Ponds and lumber ing  on West Mountain and Deer H i l l .  

Economic Base: 

Of P l a i n f i e l d ,  t h e  H i s t o r y  of  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  (1879)  wro te  a t  
t h i s  t i m e :  

On t h e  whole ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  a  f a i r  specimen o f  a  
s e c l u d e d  N e w  England town, d i s t a n t  from r a i l r o a d s ,  
hav ing  l i t t l e  t r a d e  o r  b u s i n e s s ,  y e t  w i t h  many t h i n g s  
t o  a t t r a c t  a v i s i t o r ,  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  and r e f i n e m e n t  
of  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  p u r e  mounta in  a i r ,  and t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  
s c e n e r y .  

The s m a l l  s i z e  of s t r e a m s ,  coup led  w i t h  t h e  d i s t a n c e  from b u s i n e s s  
c e n t e r s  by t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  made s h a r p  i n r o a d s  i n t o  what  l i m i t e d  manufac tu r ing  
P l a i n f i e l d  had .  When S t r e e t e r ' s  woolen m i l l  burned i n  1876,  it was n o t  
r e b u i l t .  I n  1875 P l a i n f i e l d  had a  t o t a l  manufac tu red  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  of 
$9 ,150  -- t h e  s m a l l e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  b u t  f o r  Goshen. 
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I n  t h e  mid-18801s,  t h e r e  was a  b r i e f  f l u r r y  of exc i t ement  when go ld  
was d i s c o v e r e d  on West H i l l .  I t  was a f t e r w a r d s  a s c e r t a i n e d ,  however, 
t h a t  t h e  c la im had been s a l t e d  w i t h  s m a l l  specimens of C a l i f o r n i a  o r e  
by a  young man l i v i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  who wished " t o  c r e a t e  a  l i t t l e  
exc i t ement"  (Dyer,  13)  . 
Throughout t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  t h e  town recorded  a  s t e a d y  
i n c r e a s e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  -- e s p e c i a l l y  p o t a t o e s  ( t h e  town 
was s a i d  t o  l e a d  a l l  o t h e r s  " i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n "  i n  p o t a t o e s ) ,  p o u l t r y ,  
c a t t l e  r a i s i n g ,  maple s u g a r ,  and a p p l e s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very few houses  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  town u n t i l  a f t e r  1900. 
Among t h e  few houses observed were s e v e r a l  s i d e h a l l  and double  chimney 
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s  on Union and Main S t r e e t s  and a  
two-s tory  doub le  chimney I t a l i a n a t e  house on Main S t r e e t .  A f t e r  1900, 
a  few s imple  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  and Craftsman c o t t a g e s  and houses were 
b u i l t ,  p r i m a r i l y  a l o n g  Route 116. One C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  house w i t h  a  
s q u a r e  p l a n  and pyramidal  h i p  roof  was observed on Route 116; t h e  o t h e r  
s t r u c t u r e s  were g e n e r a l l y  o n e - s t o r y  g a b l e  r o o f e d  c o t t a g e s .  Also  noted  
was a  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  c o t t a g e  w i t h  c o b b l e s t o n e  masonry on Route 116 and 
a  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  f a r m s t e a d  on South  S t r e e t .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Improvement of e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  a s  secondary  a u t o  highway Route 116 through 
P l a i n f i e l d  c e n t e r  a s  Main S t r e e t .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  - 

The town's  p o p u l a t i o n  recorded  a  n e t  l o s s  of  111 r e s i d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  though s m a l l  g a i n s  w e r e  made i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 2 0 s  and e a r l y  ' 30s .  
By 1940 h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  s tood  a t  264. The town ' s  n a d i r  was n o t  reached 
u n t i l  1945, a t  pop. 224, and on ly  s l i g h t  g a i n s  were made i n  t h e  fo l lowing  
twen ty - f ive  y e a r s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

P l a i n f i e l d  c e n t e r  ma in ta ined  a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  d a i r y  farming 
on a d j a c e n t  up lands .  P l a i n f  i e l d  Ponds developed a s  l o c a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
a r e a  a l o n g  Route 116 a x i s .  

D .  Economic Base: --- 

No new i n d u s t r y  i d e n t i f i e d .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and summer-touris t  o r i e n t e d  
economy e x c l u s i v e l y .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occur red  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d .  Most of t h e  houses b u i l t  a r e  v e r y  modest one-s to ry  c o t t a g e s  
of t h e  1920 I s. Some s m a l l - s c a l e  summer house development occur red  
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a s  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  by out -of - towners .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Only one  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  
T h i s  i s  t h e  Ha l lock  Memorial  Schoo l  and L i b r a r y  ( 1 9 2 5 ) ,  s s m a l l ,  one- 
s t o r y ,  L-plan C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  on Main S t r e e t  a t  t h e  
town c e n t e r .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS : 

G e n e r a l :  Almost a l l  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  d a t e s  from 
t h e  F e d e r a l  and E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d s . A l o n g  Main S t r e e t  a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  a r e  l o c a t e d  s e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  b r i c k  F e d e r a l  houses  and Greek R e v i v a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  i s  t h e  c l u s t e r  of houses  
a t  t h e  c r o s s r o a d s  o f  Main and C e n t r a l  S t r e e t s .  O the r  p e r i o d  houses  a r e  
s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t h e  town i n  i s o l a t e d  l o c a t i o n s .  There  i s  no e x i s t i n g  
i n v e n t o r y  f o r  P l a i n f  i e l d .  
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