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MhC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE NOVEMBER 1982 COMMUNITY : CUMMINGTON 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Cummington i s  one of t h e  southernmost  towns i n  F r a n k l i n  County. 
The town i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  i3erkshi re  H i l l s  of wes te rn  Massachuse t t s .  
Local  t e r r a i n  c o n s i s t s  of a  complex of d r u m l i n s  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  r ange  
between 1500 f e e t  and 2000 f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n .  These up lands ,  a s i d e  
from t h o s e  of Monroe, a r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  Va l l ey  
s t u d y  u n i t .  The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  Bryant  Mountain (2080 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  
i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  Cummington. Other  prominent  e l e v a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  an 
unnamed mountain (1952 f e e t )  s o u t h  of Bryant  Mountain, B u r n e t t  H i l l  
(1451 f e e t )  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  Cummington, a n  unnamed peak (1540 f e e t )  
s o u t h e a s t  of B u r n e t t  H i l l  and The Mount (1436 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  
Cummington/Chesterf ield l i n e .  The W e s t f i e l d  River  c u t s  through 
t h e s e  up lands  runn ing  t h e  w i d t h  of  t h e  town on a  w e s t - s o u t h e a s t  a x i s .  
The F i e s t f i e l d  i s  f e d  by t h e  Svrif t  R ive r  and s e v e r a l  brooks t h a t  f low 
n o r t h  and s o u t h  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  Southern  Cummington i s  d r a i n e d  by 
s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  brooks  t h a t  f l o w  s o u t h  i n t o  Worthington.  The town 
l a c k s  any f r e s h w a t e r  b o d i e s .  Local  s o i l s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  a  g l a c i a l  
till, e x c l u d i n g  t h e  a l l u v i u m  of t h e  W e s t f i e l d  River  f l o o d p l a i n .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  surveyed a s  P l a n t a t i o n  Number 5  i n  1762 w i t h  s o u t h e r n  
boundary a t  P l a n t a t i o n  Number 3  (Worthington) and wes te rn  boundary 
a t  P l a n t a t i o n  Number 4 (Windsor) .  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  town of 
Cummington i n  1779 i n c l u d i n g  n o r t h e r n  d i s t r i c t  of H a t f i e l d  E q u i v a l e n t  
( P l a i n f i e l d )  and sou thwes t  s e c t i o n  from P l a n t a t i o n  Number 2 ( P e r u ) .  
P l a i n f i e l d  d i s t r i c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  town i n  1785 d e f i n i n g  n o r t h e r n  
boundary w i t h  e a s t e r n  boundary e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1788 from S w i f t  River  
yore  w i t h  Goshen, A s h f i e l d  and C h e s t e r f i e l d .  

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  h i l l  town on pr imary  w e s t e r n  c o r r i d o r  from Northampton 
t o  P i t t s f i e l d .  Located i n  B e r k s h i r e  up lands  w i t h  n a t i v e  s i tes  sus-  
p e c t e d  a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  River  v a l l e y .  S e t t l e d  from Plymouth County 
d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  pr imary  a x i s  a long  t h e  S t a t e  Road from 
Goshen i n c l u d i n g  a  few mid-18th houses on B u r n e t t  H i l l .  O r i g i n a l  
meetinghouse c e n t e r  on Cummington H i l l  a f t e r  Revolut ion  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e s  i n t a c t  i n c l u d i n g  n o t a b l e  Plymouth g a b l e  
example on Powel l  Road. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  r e l o c a t i o n  of s e t t l e m e n t  from up lands  t o  W e s t f i e l d  River  
v a l l e y  d u r i n g  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  fo rmat ion  of commercial and c i v i c  
c e n t e r  a t  Cummington v i l l a g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  e a r l y  houses on Main S t r e e t .  
I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  developed d u r i n g  mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  on W e s t f i e l d  
m i l l  s i tes  a t  S w i f t  R ive r  and West Cummington, i n t a c t  a s  Greek Rev iva l  
v i l l a g e  w i t h  church .  Dai ry  farming main ta ined  on Cummington H i l l  
w i t h  p e r i o d  b a r n s ,  f a i r g r o u n d  a t  Mount Road and V i c t o r i a n  r e t r e a t  of 
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I V .  

Bryant  Homestead. Lack of r a i l r o a d  l i m i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a long  
W e s t f i e l d  v a l l e y ,  w h i l e  Cummington v i l l a g e  remained a s  l o c a l  c e n t e r  
through e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y  w i t h  l o c a t i o n  on Route 9  a u t o  highway, 
i n l c u d i n g  p e r i o d  g a r a g e  and H i s t o r i c  Rev iva l  town h a l l .  P r e s e n t  
expans ion obvious  a s  suburban housing on Cummington H i l l  and t h e  S t a g e  
Road w i t h  problems of economic d e c l i n e  no ted  a t  W e s t  Cummington and 
S w i f t  River  v i l l a g e s .  Cummington Cen te r  r e t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  c h a r a c t e r  
a s  s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  p r e s e r v e d  by Route 9  bypass.  

CONTACT P E R I O D  (1500-1620) -- 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  -- Routes:  

Ii ighland c o r r i d o r  a c r o s s  B e r k s h i r e  up lands  between Housatonic and 
C o n n e c t i c u t  v a l l e y .  P robab le  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  i s  s u s p e c t e d  from 
W e s t f i e l d  River  gorge  ( C h e s t e r f i e l d )  a l o n g  Tower Brook t o  Cummington 
H i l l  a s  Fa i rg round-Hi l l -Po tash  Road and w e s t  down n o r t h  s l o p e  of 
Bryant  Mountain a s  Bryant  Road (now abandoned) t o  W e s t f i e l d  River  
(West Cummington). A l t e r n a t e  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  i s  c o n j e c t u r e d  a long  

W e s t f i e l d  River  v a l l e y  (Route 9  a x i s )  w i t h  p r o b a b l e  f o r d s  a t  S w i f t  
R i v e r ,  Cummington V i l l a g e ,  Forge  V i l l a g e  and W e s t  Cummington, a l t h o u g h  
no h i s t o r i c  ev idence  documents v a l l e y  r o u t e .  Connect ing  nor th - sou th  
t r a i l s  may be l o c a t e d  a l o n g  W i l l i c o t  Road (from Goshen) and Old 
Country Road (from Windsor ) ,  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  a x i s  a long  M i l l  Brook (from 
P l a i n f i e l d ) .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no r e p o r t e d  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  sites. Na t ive  occupa t ion  
p robab ly  focused  a l o n g  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  f l o o d p l a i n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e s  of Cummington and W e s t  Cummington. 
Both of t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s  w e r e  t h e  s i t e  of moderate t r a c k s  of p o t e n t i a l  
c rop land  and t h e  W e s t f i e l d  River  and s e v e r a l  minor t r i b u t a r i e s .  An 
a d d i t i o n a l  r i v e r i n e  p e r i o d  s i t e  l i k e l y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  
conf luence  of t h e  W e s t f i e l d  and North Branch S w i f t  R i v e r s .  Smal le r  
n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  encampments w e r e  p robab ly  s c a t t e r e d  throughout  
Cummington's e x t e n s i v e  up lands .  Na t ive  q u a r r y  s i tes  may have been 
s i t u a t e d  on t h e  h i l l  immid ia te ly  s o u t h e a s t  of B u r n e t t  H i l l  and s o u t h  
of Dawes csmetery. Both of t h e s e  s i tes w e r e  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of h i s -  
t o r i c  whets tone  q u a r r i e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  h o r t i c u l t u r e  may have been under taken  on t h e  W e s t f i e l d  River  
f l o o d p l a i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  previous ly-ment ioned Cummington 
and West Cummington v i l l a g e  s i tes .  The most l i k e l y  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  
s i tes  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  S w i f t  R i v e r ,  
Cummington, and W e s t  Cummington. Na t ive  hun t ing  p robab ly  took p l a c e  
th roughou t  l o c a l  up lands .  D e e r  H i l l  was h e a v i l y  popu la ted  w i t h  d e e r  
u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

D .  Obse rva t ions :  - 

Cummington p robab ly  main ta ined  a  s m a l l  t o  moderate n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  
The town ' s  l o c a t i o n  on a  major  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  e x t e n d i n g  w e s t  from 
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t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  V a l l e y  and t h e  p resence  of a  v a r i e d  r e s o u r c e  
b a s e  s u g g e s t s  Cummington a r e a  was p r i m a r i l y  u t i l i z e d  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  
a r e a  by t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  n a t i v e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Norot tucks  
i n h a b i t i n g  H a t f i e l d  and Northampton. The p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s u r v i v i n g  
p e r i o d  s i tes  i s  g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  River  v a l l e y .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  a c r o s s  B e r k s h i r e  up lands  
from Northampton t o  Albany w i t h  p robab ly  r o u t e  over  Cummington H i l l  
and secondary  p a t h  a long  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  (Route 9  a x i s ) .  

Cummington p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be occupied  by s m a l l  t o  moderate 
s i z e d  bands of n a t i v e s  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  The f i r s t  
c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n t i l  t h e  1760 s. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  most  l i k e l y  w e r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  sugges ted  
f o r  t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d .  

D. Economic Base: ---- 

T h i s  a r e a  p robab ly  w i t n e s s e d  i n c r e a s e d  n a t i v e  usage  ( i . e . ,  f i s h i n g ,  
h u n t i n g ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e )  due t o  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  on t h e  more 
a t t r a c t i v e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  V a l l e y  l a n d s ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o c a l  
p o i n t  of n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
of c o l o n i a l  f u r  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r s  i n  Westf i e l d ,  Northampton and 
S p r i n g f i e l d  l i k e l y  encouraged n a t i v e  involvement  i n  Anglo-Indian t r a d e .  

The o n l y  c o l o n i a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  Cummington a r e a  would have been 
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  o c c a s i o n a l  hun t ing  f o r a y s  i n  l o c a l  woods. 

E .  Obse rva t ions :  - 

Cummington p robab ly  remained p r i m a r i l y  a  n a t i v e  r e s o u r c e  a r e a .  
C o l o n i a l  u s e  and s e t t l e m e n t  was d i scouraged  by t h e  a r e a ' s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
d i s t a n c e  from t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  i t s  rugged t e r r a i n  
and exposure  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k s .  

V I  . COLONIAL PEIROD (1675-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

Primary e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  r e l o c a t e d  n o r t h  of W e s t f i e l d  River  a s  S t a g e  
Road ( c .  1765) from Goshen t o  Forge  V i l l a g e .  W e s t f i e l d  River  v a l l e y  
(Route 9) remained secondary  a x i s  a s  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r .  Survey of 
P l a n t a t i o n  Number 5 (1762) e s t a b l i s h e d  d i v i s i o n  g r i d  a c r o s s  
Cummington H i l l  i n c l u d i n g  Trow, Honey, Powel l  and Cummington Roads 
on c o o r d i n a t e  a x i s .  Other  highways of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d i n g  connect ing  
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l i n k s  t o  S t a g e  Road from W e s t f i e l d  v a l l e y  a s  Nash and Harlow Roads 
and secondary  g r i d  from Cummington H i l l  w i t h  Trouble  S t r e e t ,  P o r t e r  
H i l l  and Mount Road. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Cummington p robab ly  had a  s m a l l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I n  c. 1765, e i g h t  c o l o n i a l  f a m i l i e s  were s e t t l e d  i n  Cummington. By 
1783 t h e  community ( p r e s e n t  Cummington and P l a i n f i e l d )  had 851 
r e s i d e n t s .  The m a j o r i t y  of Cummington's se t t lers  w e r e  former Abington 
and Br idgewater  r e s i d e n t s .  A s m a l l  number migra ted  from Northampton 
and Medf ord .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The French and I n d i a n  Wars of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  had no impact  on t h e  
c o l o n i a l  community s i n c e  it was n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  termina-  
t i o n  o f  t h e  wars.  I n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of Cummington was 
begun w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  and s a l e  o f  Township #5  t o  Colone l  John Cuming 
and 25 o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1762. These a b s e n t e e  p r o p r i e t o r s  t h e n  
s o l d  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a c t s  t o  p r o s p e c t i v e  se t t lers .  Each se t t ler  r e c e i v e d  
s i m i l a r l y  s i z e d  t r a c t s  by l o t  - 1st D i v i s i o n ,  102 a c r e s ;  2nd D i v i s i o n ,  
100 a c r e s ;  3 r d  D i v i s i o n ,  90 a c r e s .  The f i r s t  s e t t l e r  was r e p u t e d l y  
Samuel B r e w e r  who s e t t l e d  i n  1762 and was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  su rvey ing  
township and i n d i v i d u a l  l o t  boundar ies .  H e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  home 
s l i g h t l y  n o r t h w e s t  of t h e  j u n c t i o n  of P o r t e r  H i l l  and Lyman F l a t  
Roads. V i r t u a l l y  a l l  of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  occur red  i n  
Cummington's up lands .  Homes w e r e  n o t  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  Westf i e l d  
River  Val ley  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  because  of i t s  s u s c e p t a b i l i t y  t o  
a n n u a l  f l o o d i n g  and t h e  p r e s e n c e  of " d i s e a s e  b r e e d i n g "  marshlands .  
P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was g e n e r a l l y  d i s p e r s e d .  Between c.1762 and 1769, 
homes w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o u t h  of Trow Road t o  t h e  w e s t  and Route 9  
t o  t h e  e a s t .  The 1770 s w i t n e s s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  expans ion n o r t h  w i t h i n  
a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  of Route 9  and n o r t h  of t h e  W e s t f i e l d  a long  o r  s l i g h t l y  
n o r t h  of S t a g e  Road. By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  s m a l l  node had 
developed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Dodwells H i l l  and P o t a s h  
H i l l  r o a d s .  The community l acked  a  meetinghouse u n t i l  c .  1782. A 
smallpox h o s p i t a l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  c.1774 s l i g h t l y  s o u t h  of Ladd 
Brook ' s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  P o r t e r  H i l l  Road. 

D .  Economic Base: 

The town ' s  c o l o n i a l  economy i s  p o o r l y  d e t a i l e d  i n  e x i s t i n g  secondary  
s o u r c e s .  Local  r e s i d e n t s  p robab ly  focused on l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  and 
lumbering. The a r e a '  s l i m i t e d  c rop land  i n h i b i t e d  e x t e n s i v e  c r o p  
p roduc t ion .  Cummington's wooded uplands  provided an  e x c e l l e n t  h a b i t a t  
f o r  wi ld  game s o u g h t  by c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s .  Deer h u n t i n g  on D e e r  H i l l  
was s o  popu la r  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  d e e r  p o p u l a t i o n  was decimated by t h e  
l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  (Barber  1839: 317) .  Cummington had a  l i m i t e d  
i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  d e s p i t e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a  number of waterways c a p a b l e  
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V I I  . 

of powering m i l l  o p e r a t i o n s .  The f i r s t  l o c a l  m i l l  (saw m i l l )  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by C h a r l e s  P r e s c o t t  i n  c.1764 on Kearney Brook s o u t h e a s t  
of i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Honey H i l l  Road. A g r i s t m i l l  was e r e c t e d  on 
M i l l  R ive r  a t  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Cummington/Plainf i e l d  l i n e .  Two 
t a v e r n s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Joseph F a r r  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a  t a v e r n  s l i g h t l y  w e s t  of Honey H i l l  Road i n  c .  1770 w h i l e  Wil l iam 
M i t c h e l l  began o p e r a t i o n  of a  " p u b l i c  house and t a v e r n "  i n  c.1774 a t  
t h e  S t a g e  and P l a i n f i e l d  Roads i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Cummington was n o t  s e t t l e d  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1760s and 
1770s. I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  v e r y  few houses  w e r e  b u i l t  b e f o r e  1775 
and v e r y  few have s u r v i v e d .  The o n l y  f r e e s t a n d i n g  i n t a c t  b u i l d i n g s  
of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  c e n t e r  chimney, f i v e  bay Stephen F a r r  c o t t a g e  
(1773) and t h e  J o s i a h  F a r r  c o t t a g e  (1767) . A l l  o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  ( approx imate ly  a  ha l f -dozen)  s u r v i v e  a s  f r agments ,  
g e n e r a l l y  i n  u s e  a s  e l l s  f o r  l a t e r  houses .  

F. Observa t ions  : 

Cummington's d i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  was t y p i c a l  of t h e  " h i l l  towns" 
e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  w e s t e r n  and e a s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R ive r  Va l l ey  s t u d y  u n i t .  D e s p i t e  i t s  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  u n i t ' s  p e r i p h e r y ,  
t h e  community had d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  commercial c e n t e r s  of  Northampton 
t o  t h e  e a s t  and Albany t o  t h e  w e s t  v i a  p r e s e n t  Route 9  and S t a g e  Road. 
Cummington p robab ly  p rov ided  t h e s e  c e n t e r s  w i t h  lumber p r o d u c t s  i n  
r e t u r n  f o r  manufactured  goods.  F u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  shou ld  examine t h e s e  
commercial c o n t a c t s .  An a d d i t i o n a l  phenomeron i n  need of examinat ion  
i s  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of a  l a r g e  number of s o u t h e a s t e r n  Massachuse t t s  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  Cummington. Local  secondary s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e  l i t t l e  
i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  of t h i s  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  wes te rn  " h i l l  
towns" f o r  s e t t l e m e n t .  Cummington s t i l l  r e t a i n s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n s  
of i t s  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t .  The 1974 town h i s t o r y  Only One Cummington 
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a  number of c e l l a r  h o l e s  th roughou t  l o c a l  
up lands .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  community's o r i g i n a l  l o t  l i n e s  
l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  176Cs and 1770 s s t i l l  s u r v i v e  a s  l o c a l  r o a d s .  They 
i n c l u d e  Trow Road, Powel l  Road, Honey H i l l  Road and C l a r k  Road. 

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) -- 
A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Loca t ion  of meetinghouse on Cummington H i l l  (1781-91) r e q u i r e d  r a d i a l  
c o n n e c t o r s  w i t h i n  su rvey  g r i d  a l o n g  a x i s  of Bryant-Potash H i l l  Road. 
Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  r e l o c a t e d  s o u t h  from S t a g e  Road t o  W e s t f i e l d  
River  v a l l e y  a long  Old Route 9  w i t h  b r i d g e s  a t  S w i f t  R ive r  ( 1 7 8 9 ) ,  
Cummington V i l l a g e ,  Forge  V i l l a g e  and West Cummington ( S t r e e t e r  , 
1974, map 1 0 ) .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  - 

Cumrnington's p o p u l a t i o n  1790-1830 r o s e  4 4 . 4 % ,  less t h a n  t h e  60.7% 
county  a v e r a g e ,  b u t  s t i l l  more t h a n  most  h i l l  towns. The town reached 
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i t s  peak p o p u l a t i o n  y e a r  i n  1830, when t h e  number of r e s i d e n t s  was 
1,261.  The l a r g e s t  growth p e r i o d  occur red  i n  t h e  l a s t  decade ,  1820- 
30,  when t h e  town grew on average  by over  20 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r ,  
probably  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  manufac tu r ing  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
a long  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  r e a d j u s t e d  e a s t  on Cummington H i l l  w i t h  meetinghouse a t  
P o t a s h  Road (1792) from Bryan t  farm. S i g n i f i c a n t  development of 
m i l l  s i t e s  a l o n g  Westf i e l d  River  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  West 
Cummington, Forge  V i l l a g e ,  Cummington V i l l a g e  and S w i f t  R ive r .  
Cummington V i l l a g e  emerged a s  l o c a l  c e n t e r  w i t h  p o s t  o f f i c e  (1816) 
and t a v e r n  a long  B e r k s h i r e  T r a i l  ( o l d  Route 9) w i t h  secondary  c e n t e r  
a t  West Cummington. Highland farming expanded t o  l i m i t s  of c u l t i v a -  
t i o n  on upland p l a t e a u  around Cummington H i l l  w i t h  secondary  a c t i v i t y  
a long  S t a g e  Road from Goshen. 

D. Economic Base: 

Cummington's major  i n d u s t r y  f o r  n e a r l y  80 y e a r s  was i n  l e a t h e r  t a n n i n g ,  
f o r  which t h e  town ' s  supp ly  of hemlock ba rk  and c l e a n  water  made t h e  
town t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  t a n n i n g  c e n t e r  i n  the C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l l ey  f o r  
many y e a r s .  Both major  t a n n e r y  s i tes  (Hubbard and Shaw) a p p a r e n t l y  
were begun i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  The a r r i v a l  of Wil l iam Hubbard 
from Hadley i n  W e s t  Cummington e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  of Hubbard- 
v i l l e .  For  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  f a c t o r i e s  i n  Northampton (Will iam 
Edwards) and C h e s t e r  (Spencer  C l a r k ) ,  t h e  t a n n e r y  was p a r t  of t h e  
Hampshire L e a t h e r  Mfg. ( i n c o r p o r a t e d  1809) .  By 1832 Hubbard was 
producing s o l e  l e a t h e r  v a l u e d  a t  $55,000 -- t h e  h i g h e s t  v a l u e  of any 
t a n n e r y  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  th ree -coun ty  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  The Shaw 
t a n n e r y  may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  by Will iam M i t c h e l l  b e f o r e  1805. 
Not u n t i l  1834, however, d i d  it p a s s  i n t o  Shaw c o n t r o l ,  and i t s  r e a l  
prominence does  n o t  appear  u n t i l  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  

The o t h e r  major p r d u c t s  i n  Cumrnington i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  were c o t t o n  and 
woolen t e x t i l e s .  I n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  f i v e  woolen m i l l s  and two 
c o t t o n  m i l l s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Hubbardv i l l e  ( W e s t  Cummington) , 
Ligh tn ing  Bug, and Cummington V i l l a g e .  Two m i l l s  i n  Cummington V i l l a g e  
w e r e  b o t h  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  June  1816 w i t h  c a p i t a l s  of $100,000 each:  
t h e  Cummington Woolen Mfg. Co. ,  and t h e  Cumrnington Cot ton  Mfg. Co. 
(The l a t t e r  was t h e  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t  of J o s i a h  Hayden, whose s o n s ,  J o e l  
and J o s i a h ,  became t h e  l e a d i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  of Haydenv i l l e  i n  
Wil l iamsburg . )  N e i t h e r  of t h e  two c o t t o n  m i l l s  appear  t o  have been 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o s p e r o u s ,  though i n  1832 Hayden's had t h e  r e c o r d  employ- 
ment of 34 women and 11 men. The woolen m i l l s  ( t h r e e  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  
L igh tn ing  Bug) ,  dependent  on ly  on a  l o c a l  raw m a t e r i a l ,  s u r v i v e d  longer .  

Probably  d u r i n g  t h e  Embargo y e a r s ,  t h e  r a i s i n g  of Merino sheep was 
commenced. By 1837 t h e  Merino wool c l i p  amounted t o  12,486 l b s .  -- 12% 
of t h e  county  t o t a l  i n  Merino wool,  g i v i n g  t h e  town t h i r d  rank i n  i t s  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  a f t e r  Worthington and C h e s t e r f i e l d .  (Saxony wool,  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  1820s ,  was even f i n e r ;  however, of t h i s  Cummington 
r e p o r t e d  none i n  1837, w i t h  n e i g h b o r i n g  M i d d l e f i e l d  producing t h e  
r e c o r d  c r o p . )  
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E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A p e r i o d  of i n t e n s i v e  r e s i d e ~ t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occur red  
from 1780 t o  1830: more houses  and c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  
t h a n  i n  any one of t h e  succeeding p e r i o d s .  Almost a l l  of t h e  F e d e r a l  
r e s i d e n c e s  a r e  Cape Cod t y p e  c o t t a g e s ,  of which some t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
dozen examples a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  F i v e  bay f a c a d e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e s  and end w a l l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  w i t h  t h r e e  s m a l l  f i x e d  panes  and 
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  double  hung s a s h  a r e  t y p i c a l  of t h e s e  c o t t a g e s .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  Cape Cod c o t t a g e s ,  which p robab ly  r e f l e c t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
se t t l e r s '  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Massachuse t t s  o r i g i n s ,  one o t h e r  major 
c o t t a g e  t y p e  was no ted .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s tory-and-a-hal f  p l u s  a t t i c  
c o t t a g e  w i t h  eyebrow windows. Such c o t t a g e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  two-story 
houses whose deep g a b l e  r o o f s  c o n t a i n  two h a l f - s t o r i e s ;  t h e  upper 
s t o r y  i s  lit by narrow h a l f - s i z e d  windows a t  t h e  c o r n i c e  l i n e .  The 
m a j o r i t y  of t h e  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  of f rame c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u t  a t  
l e a s t  two b r i c k  c o t t a g e s  a r e  known. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c o t t a g e s ,  
approx imate ly  a  dozen and a h a l f  two s t o r y  houses  of t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  a r e  known. Most of t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  on P l a i n f i e l d  Road a t  
t h e  town c e n t e r .  C e n t e r  chimney p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s  
predominate b u t  doub le  and end chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  houses 
w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t .  Among t h e  most  n o t a b l e  of t h e s e  a r e  t h e  Reuben 
Melvin House ( 1 7 8 2 ) ,  w i t h  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimneys and a h i p  roof  
w i t h  deck ,  and t h e  F r a z i e r  House (1803) on P o t a s h  H i l l  Road, w i t h  
a  c e n t e r  chimney, h i p  roof  and e n t r a n c e  su r round  w i t h  pediment and 
f a n l i g h t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The meet inghouse ,  begun i n  1782, was completed i n  
1791 and moved l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r .  I n  1806, a  s t e e p l e  was added t o  
t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  founding of 
a  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  i n  1821, w i t h  a  meetinghouse b u i l t  i n  1823 and 
t h e  founding of a n  Academy i n  1828. The Academy b u i l d i n g  (1828) i s  
t h e  one of two known s u r v i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  I t  i s  a 
two-story s t r u c t u r e ,  t h r e e  bays wide by f o u r  long ,  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e .  The e n t r a n c e  su r round  i s  unusua l  i n  t h a t  it i n c o r p o r a t e s  
an arched transom w i t h i n  a  s t r a i g h t  e n t a b l a t u r e .  Also  s t a n d i n g  i s  
t h e  b r i c k  D i s t r i c t  5 s c h o o l  ( 1 8 2 0 ) .  

Commercial: The on ly  t a v e r n  known t o  s u r v i v e  i s  t h e  Kingman Tavern 
(1800) , a c e n t e r  chimney, f i v e  bay,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  house.  A t  
l e a s t  two o t h e r  t a v e r n s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  -- Routes: 

R e l o c a t i o n  of c i v i c  c e n t e r  t o  Cummington V i l l a g e  r e q u i r e d  connec t ing  
n o r t h - s o u t h  highways w i t h  P l a i n f i e l d  and Fa i rg round  Road. Primary 
e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  remained a s  Old Route 9 a long  W e s t f i e l d  River  v a l l e y  
from S w i f t  R i v e r  t o  West Cummington. No r a i l r o a d s  p r o j e c t e d  o r  
c o n s t r u c t e d  th rough  a r e a .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

I n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  Cumrnington, l i k e  most  of  t h e  towns 
i n  t h e  coun ty ,  l o s t  r e s i d e n t s .  Due t o  s l i g h t  g a i n s  i n  t h e  l a t e  
' 50s and l a t e  ' 6 0 s ,  however, t h e  n e t  l o s s  f o r  t h e  town amounted t o  
on ly  17% f o r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and t h e  town f i n i s h e d  up t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  
1,037 peop le .  

Cummington had o n l y  37 fo re ign-born  r e s i d e n t s  i n  1855 -- 3.6% o f  
h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  and one of t h e  s m a l l e s t  p e r c e n t a g e s  of any town i n  
t h e  county.  T h i s  f i g u r e  r i v a l e d  h e r  ne ighbor ing  h i l l  towns: 
C h e s t e r f i e l d  (3 .7%)  , Worthington ( 3 . 1 % )  , P l a i n f i e l d  and Goshen 
(each 1 . 9 % )  . Twenty-eight  of t h e  37 w e r e  from I r e l a n d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Cumrnington V i l l a g e  developed a s  pr imary  c i v i c  and commercial c e n t e r  
w i t h  l o c a l  church  (1838) r e p l a c i n g  Cummington H i l l  meet inghouse 
(1840) a s  c i v i c  f o c u s .  I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  expanded a t  West 
Cumrnington w i t h  l o c a l  church  (1839) and paper  m i l l  (1857) a s  s t ree t  
v i l l a g e  a long  o l d  Route 9 .  Secondary m i l l  v i l l a g e s  a l s o  expanded 
a t  S w i f t  R i v e r  and t h e  Forge  a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  v a l l e y .  Upland 
d a i r y  fa rms  m a i n t a i n e d  on Cummington H i l l  around former  town c e n t e r  
w i t h  lumbering on w e s t e r n  h i l l  l and  of Bryant  Mountain. 

D.  Economic Base: 

Tanning c o n t i n u e d  t o  dominate Cummington' s economy. By 1845 t h e r e  
were f o u r  t a n n e r i e s ,  employing 34 men and producing $115,800 worth 
of l e a t h e r ,  h a l f  t h e  v a l u e  of a l l  t h e  l e a t h e r  produced i n  Hampshire 
County. A decade  l a t e r ,  though b o t h  employment and v a l u e  had 
sh runk ,  t h e  v a l u e  r e c o r d e d ,  $44,000,  r e p r e s e n t e d  61% of  t h e  county 
t o t a l .  I n  t h i s  p e r i o d  Hubbard s o l d  h i s  t a n n e r y  (1846) and t h e  
Brackley  Shaw t a n n e r y  became " t h e  b i g g e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y , "  accord ing  
t o  S t r e e t e r  ( p .  262) , though t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  documentat ion of t h i s .  
Shawls sons  l a t e r  went on t o  e s t a b l i s h  t a n n e r i e s  i n  Maine and Canada, 
"and a r e  now [wrote  Horace M i l l e r  i n  18811 t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  
l e a t h e r  d e a l e r s  i n  America." 

For a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  1830s ,  Cummington f l i r t e d  w i t h  s i l k  c u l t u r e .  
More t h a n  26,000 mulberry  trees w e r e  p l a n t e d  and Amos Cobb ( r e l a t e d  
t o  Dedhamls J o n a t h a n  Cobb?) e r e c t e d  a  cocoonery on P o r t e r  H i l l  Road. 

The p e r i o d  a l s o  saw t h e  peak of t h e  wool c l i p  and of woolen p roduc t ion  
i n  Cummington, i n  1837. By 1845 t h e  removal of t h e  t a r i f f  on f o r e i g n  
woolens s h a r p l y  reduced t h e  demand f o r  b o t h  f i n e  woolens and t h e  l o c a l  
raw m a t e r i a l .  The two Lloyd m i l l s  a t  L igh tn ing  Bug s u r v i v e d  f o r  most 
of t h e  per iod ,pr imar i ly  producing cheap s a t i n e t s .  

A whets tone  q u a r r y  had been opened a s  e a r l y  a s  1770. By 1855 t h e r e  
were f o u r  shops producing s c y t h e  s t o n e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Hol land,  w i t h  a  
v a l u e  of $8,000 -- t h e  second h i g h e s t  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  i n  town. 
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Perhaps  t h e  most  u n u s u a l  p r o d u c t ,  however, w e r e  s c y t h e  s n a t h e s .  
S i l a s  Lamson i n  S t e r l i n g  (Worces ter  County) i s  s a i d  t o  have s e c u r e d  
a  p a t e n t  on t h e  crooked s n a t h e  a b o u t  1800 ( though t h e  on ly  two 
p a t e n t s  c r e d i t e d  t o  him a t  S t e r l i n g  by t h e  P a t e n t  O f f i c e  Index a r e  
d a t e d  1828 and 1 8 3 4 ) .  I n  1833, i n  s e a r c h  of a s h  t i m b e r ,  he  moved 
t o  Shelburne  F a l l s  ( F r a n k l i n  County) w i t h  sons  Ebenezer  G .  and 
N a t h a n i e l .  He seems, however, t o  have s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  se t  up a  shop 
s o u t h  of Curnmington V i l l a g e  i n  1834, a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  he was awarded 
t h e  c r i t i c a l  p a t e n t  f o r  t h e  f a s t e n i n g  d e v i c e  h o l d i n g  t h e  b l a d e  and 
s n a t h e  t o g e t h e r .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  ( 1 8 3 6 ) ,  twenty men -- more t h a n  
anywhere else i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  -- w e r e  employed i n  
Cummington making s c y t h e  s n a t h e s ,  v a l u e d  a t  $12,000.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h i s  was t h e  o n l y  i n s t a n c e  of i t s  manufac tu re  i n  Hampshire County, 
though even a t  She lburne  F a l l s  o n l y  15  men w e r e  r e p o r t e d  making 
s n a t h e s .  I n  1844 Lamson and A.  F. Goodnow formed t h e  f i r m  of 
Lamson & Goodnow, and,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  shop a t  Shelburne  F a l l s  
(now employing 7 5  men) ,  a p p a r e n t l y  opened t h a t  y e a r  - two Lamson and 

Goodnow s n a t h e  shops  a t  o p p o s i t e  ends  of  Cummington V i l l a g e  (see 
S t r e e t e r  r e f s .  208 and 2 6 2 ) .  The f i r m  h e l d  on t o  b o t h  l o c a t i o n s  
f o r  t e n  y e a r s  and t h e n  c o n s o l i d a t e d  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  a t  Shelburne  
F a l l s .  By 1865 s c y t h e  s n a t h e s  w e r e  no l o n g e r  produced i n  Cummington. 

I n  t h e  meantime, o t h e r  wooden p r o d u c t s  w e r e  b e i n g  developed a t  West 
Cummington, t h e  C e n t e r ,  and S w i f t  R ive r .  I n  West Cummington Henry 
E l d e r  began producing b e d s t e a d s  and o t h e r  f u r n i t u r e ;  Gard ine r  and 
l a t e r  Harlow produced broom and b r u s h  hand les .  A t  t h e  C e n t e r  t h e  
Bradley  b r o t h e r s  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  towel  r a c k s  i n  t h e  1850s,  and 
N .  S.  S t e v e n s  s t a r t e d  making pen h o l d e r s  i n  1860. A t  S w i f t  R ive r  
bo th  W. B. G u i l f o r d  and N .  B .  Crosby made t o o l  hand les  o r  pen h o l d e r s  
of v a r i o u s  k i n d s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  - 
R e s i d e n t i a l :  The b u i l d i n g  boom of  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  con t inued  i n t o  
t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l .  C o t t a g e s  remained t h e  predominant  house form. 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f i v e  bay c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n ,  o t h e r  
p l a n s  used  w e r e  t h e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  and a n  asymmet r i ca l  p l a n  c o n s i s t i n g  
of a  two bay wide b lock  appended by a  s i d e  e l l  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  
e n t r a n c e .  Modest c o t t a g e s  of a l l  t h r e e  t y p e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  West 
Cuming  t o n ,  Cummington V i  l l a g e  and S w i f t  R i v e r ,  t h e  town ' s t h r e e  
major  v i l l a g e s .  Most a r e  Greek R e v i v a l  o r  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  
i n  s t y l i n g  a l t h o u g h  a  few c o t t a g e s  w i t h  Goth ic  R e v i v a l  d e t a i l s  such 
a s  s c a l l o p e d  v a l e n c e s  and ba rgeboards  w e r e  b u i l t .  Two s t o r y  houses  
w e r e  somewhat more common f o r  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  t h a n  they  
were f o r  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  I n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and i n  o u t l y i n g  
l o c a t i o n s ,  doub le  and end chimney c e n t e r  h a l l  houses w i t h  f i v e  bay 
f a c a d e s  and c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s  w e r e  b u i l t  thoughout  t h e  p e r i o d .  Among 
t h e  n o t a b l e  houses  of  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  Wil l iam C u l l e n  Bryant  
Homestead ( e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  e n l a r g e d  1866; N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  
Landmark) and t h e  G i l b e r t  Richards  House ( 1 8 4 3 ) ,  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  
Greek Rev iva l  house w i t h  a  f i v e  bay ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A number of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  
s u r v i v e .  Foremost among t h e s e  a r e  t h e  V i l l a g e  Congrega t iona l  
Church (1838) , t h e  West Cummington C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church (1839) and 
i t s  P a r i s h  House (1847) , a l l  Greek R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  Of t h e s e ,  
t h e  P a r i s h  House i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  f i n e s t ,  w i t h  a  Dor ic  p o r t i c o  i n  
a n t i s .  The churches  a r e  more t y p i c a l  w i t h  one-and-a-half s t o r y  
main b locks  w i t h  sha l low e n t r a n c e  porches  and s q u a r e  b e l f r i e s .  The 
W e s t  Cummington church f e a t u r e s  G o t h i c  l a n c e t  windows and p i n n a c l e s  
w h i l e  t h e  V i l l a g e  Church i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  s p i r e .  Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t h e  D i s t r i c t  2 School  (1861) and t h e  Bryant  School  
(1867) .  The Bryan t  Schoo l  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n  t h a t  i t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  
I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  an  a rcaded  p o r t i c o  w i t h  round a r c h e s  

Commercial: A t  l e a s t  one t a v e r n  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  Union House 
H o t e l  ( 1 8 4 6 ) ,  s u r v i v e s  a t  Cummington V i l l a g e .  I t  i s  a  c e n t e r  chim- 
ney,  f i v e  by f o u r  bay s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  two s t o r y  ve randas .  

EX.  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A.  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  remained a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  River  v a l l e y  through 
Cummington V i l l a g e  (Old Route 9) . No r a i l r o a d s  o r  s t ree t  r a i l w a y s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  th rough  a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

L ike  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of towns i n  t h e  coun ty ,  Cummington' s p o p u l a t i o n  
con t inued  t o  d e c l i n e .  Between 1870 and 1915 t h e  town l o s t  377 
r e s i d e n t s  -- 36% of h e r  1870 p o p u l a t i o n .  

The t o w n ' s  fo re ign-born  p o p u l a t i o n  took on s m a l l  numbers from Canada 
by 1880. I n  1915, t h e  t o t a l  fo re ign-born  p o p u l a t i o n  was on ly  6 .8%,  
some 20 p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s  behind t h e  county  average .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Cummington V i l l a g e  remained a s  c i v i c  and commercial f o c u s  a long  
B e r k s h i r e  T r a i l  ( o l d  Route 9)  w i t h  secondary  c e n t e r s  a t  W e s t  
Cumrnington and S w i f t  R ive r  a t  l o c a l  m i l l  s i tes .  Highland d a i r y  
farming main ta ined  on Cummington H i l l  w i t h  g r a d u a l  development of 
summer boarding t r a d e .  

D.  Economic Base: -- 
I n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  paper  making became t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
employer i n  West Cummington. A s m a l l  paper  m i l l  had been b u i l t  i n  
1856 on t h e  s i t e  of  Hubbard ' s  t a n n e r y ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  u n t i l  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  L. L. Brown Paper  Co. i n  1870 a t  t h e  
s i t e  d i d  t h e  m i l l  deve lop  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  employee r o s t e r .  Like  t h e  
t a n n e r y  b e f o r e  i t ,  t h e  m i l l  b e n e f i t e d  from t h e  ample supp ly  of c l e a n  
wa te r  provided by t h e  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r .  For  a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1870s,  a  second p a p e r  m i l l  o p e r a t e d  a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  end of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  The c l o s i n g  of t h e  Brown m i l l  i n  1908 was a  major  blow t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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A t  t h e  C e n t e r  and a t  S w i f t  R i v e r  t h e  dominant i n d u s t r i e s  w e r e  t h e  
p r o d u c t s  of t h e  woodworking shops  -- wooden h a n d l e s ,  p e n h o l d e r s ,  and 
t h e  l i k e  -- though it i s  u n c l e a r  how long many of them s u r v i v e d .  
Prominent  among them was t h e  p e n c i l  and penho lde r  f a c t o r y  of  N .  S .  
S tevens  a t  t h e  C e n t e r .  

Dairy p r o d u c t s  g a i n e d  ground a f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  Cumming- 
t o n  Creamery, a  major  b u t t e r  p roducer  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n .  Maple syrup 
and a p p l e s  w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d .  Most of t h e  houses  b u i l t  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  Cummington 
V i l l a g e  and S w i f t  R i v e r .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  s m a l l  S t i c k  S t y l e  and Queen 
Anne c o t t a g e s  predominate ,  most  w i t h  s i d e h a l l  o r  L-plans;  t h e  L-plan 
c o t t a g e s  c o n s i s t  of a  main b l o c k  i n t e r s e c t e d  by a  s i d e  e l l  w i t h  
e n t r a n c e .  Po lygona l  bays  and ve randas  a r e  common f e a t u r e s  . Most 
of t h e  two-s tory  and l a r g e r  houses  i n  t h e  town w e r e  b u i l t  f o r  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r  commercial purposes .  Among t h e s e  a r e  t h e  
I t a l i a n a t e  Minot G r a n t  (1871) and Queen Anne Lyman (1894) Houses, 
b o t h  l a r g e  and wel l -developed houses  which i n c o r p o r a t e d  e l l s  
c o n t a i n i n g  s t o r e s .  The V i l l a g e  Church Parsonage  ( 1 8 9 1 ) ,  a  two-and- 
a-hal f  s t o r y  pyramidal  Queen Anne s t y l e  house ,  and Bryant  L i b r a r y  
house (1872) , a  s t u c c o  Goth ic  Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e ,  a r e  two f u r t h e r  
examples.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S e v e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  among them t h e  Bryan t  L i b r a r y  ( 1 8 7 2 ) ,  a  g r a n i t e  mansard 
roofed  b u i l d i n g ,  The Queen Anne H i l l s i d e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  
f a i r g r o u n d s  (1884) and t h e  West Cummington B a p t i s t  Church (1894) , 
a  v e r n a c u l a r  Queen Anne b u i l d i n g  now i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e .  

Commercial: I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l / c o m m e r c i a l  complexes 
mentioned above, s e v e r a l  one and two-story s t o r e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  
t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  Among t h e s e  a r e  a  we l l -p rese rved  
two-story Queen Anne s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  bay wide c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e  t y p i c a l  of l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  commercial b u i l d i n g s .  
Other  one-s to ry  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  t h r e e  bay wide f a c a d e s  w e r e  a l s o  
b u i l t  a t  West Cummington and S w i f t  R i v e r .  On Route 9  a t  P o t a s h  H i l l  
Road s t a n d s  a  much a l t e r e d  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  roadhouse .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) -- 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes: -- 

Improvement o f  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  v a l l e y  a s  primary 
a u t o  highway Route 9  from S w i f t  R i v e r  t o  W e s t  Cummington w i t h  
o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n s  a s  Old Route 9  through Cummington V i l l a g e .  Secon- 
d a r y  n o r t h - s o u t h  highway d e f i n e d  a s  Route 112 from Worthington over  
Cummington H i l l  t o  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r .  
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B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  -- 

X I .  

Cummington l o s t  25% of h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  of 
t h e  p e r i o d ,  1915-20, r e a c h i n g  h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  n a d i r  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
y e a r ,  a t  489. But  t h e r e a f t e r ,  d e s p i t e  modest g a i n s  through t h e  
res t  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  town reached  1940 s t i l l  52 pe r sons  shy 
of t h e  1915 f i g u r e  -- a  r e s i d e n t  c o u n t  t h e  town h a d n ' t  reached even 
a s  l a t e  a s  1975. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Cummington V i l l a g e  main ta ined  a s  c i v i c  and commercial c e n t e r  of 
l o c a l  a r e a  w i t h  g r a d u a l  d e c l i n e  of m i l l  v i l l a g e s  a t  W e s t  Cummington 
and S w i f t  R i v e r .  Dai ry  fa rming  remained a c t i v e  on Cummington H i l l  
w i t h  summer t o u r i s t  t r a d e  and commercial highway a c t i v i t y  a long  
Route 9  from Northampton and P i t t s f  i e l d  i n  W e s t f i e l d  River  v a l l e y .  

D .  Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  By 1930 probably  t h e  l a r g e s t  concern  
(emp. 25) was t h e  S t e v e n s  Mfg. Co.,  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  b r u s h  hand les .  
E a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  f i r m  had i n s t a l l e d  a  s m a l l  g e n e r a t o r  and 
s u p p l i e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  s t reet  l i g h t i n g .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  Route 9 c o r r i d o r  a long  
which s imple  one-s to ry  c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  1920s.  The major 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  Georgian  Rev iva l  
Community House ( 1 9 2 2 ) ,  a  two-s tory  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  monumental 
I o n i c  e n t r a n c e  p o r t i c o  and c e n t r a l  cupo la .  R e l a t i v e l y  few commercial 
b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d ;  of n o t e  i s  a  one-s to ry  c o n c r e t e  b lock  
g a r a g e  of t h e  1920s a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r .  

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  The C u m i n g t o n  su rvey  i s  thorough and documents a l l  pre-1900 
s t r u c t u r e s  of s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
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