






Map 24 
C E N T R A L  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  S T U D Y  U ' N I T  

Limited Access High ways and 
Interstates (1956 topresent) 

- Interstate High ways - State High ways 



Suburban and Exurban Development .......................... 
As is t h e  c a s e  with highway development, suburban growth has  followed 

trends set in motion during t h e  Early Modern period. Residential development 

h a s  continued to spread outward f rom t h e  region's urban cores far  beyond t h e  

immediately surrounding "bedroom communities." More recent  economic 

development along t h e  1-495 and 1-290 corridors has st imulated widespread 

suburban growth in t h e  towns in t h e  eastern part  of t h e  region. Seasonal and 

second h o m e  construction has  continued around t h e  area 's  ponds and in rural ,  

highland a r e a s  of t h e  north,  northwest,  and west. Few communities in Cen t ra l  

Massachusetts have  not experienced some form of post-1940 suburban 

development. 

An examination of re la t ive  population changes over t h e  past 40  years  

(1940-1980) reveals where  t h e  impact  of ,suburban growth has been greatest .  

In tha t  period, t h e  populations of Lunenburg, Northborough, and Paxton h a v e  

quadrupled, while those  of Bolton, Holden, Princeton, Shrewsbury, and 

Townsend h a v e  m o r e  than  tripled. The population of Harvard h a s  increased 

more  t h a n  600%, but a large  percentage of this is at t r ibutable  t o  t h e  mili tary 

base  a t  For t  Devens. All of t h e s e  towns a r e  in t h e  east ,  o r  within t h e  

Worcester suburban zone,  or  both. An additional nineteen towns h a v e  a t  leas t  

doubled the i r  populations. These include: Lancaster,  Leicester, Mendon, 

Oakham, Ashby, Auburn, Berlin, Royalston, Charlton, Oxford, Phillipston, 

Rutland, Southborough, Sutton,  Upton, Westborough, West Boylston, West 

bookf ie ld ,  and Westminster. Again, t h e  majority of t h e s e  towns a r e  in t h e  

eas t  or in t h e  Worcester suburban zone, with notable exceptions a t  Phillipston 

and Royalston, which h a v e  grown a s  Athol suburbs in t h e  northwest. 

While changes in t h e s e  communities have been most dramat ic ,  con- 

centrations of suburban development have also continued within t h e  boundaries 



of t h e  region's urban a reas ,  where  expansion in t h e  ou te r  a r e a s  h a s  b e e n  

masked b y  depopulat ion of  t h e  c e n t r a l  cores.  Nevertheless ,  i t  is n o t a b l e  t h a t  

suburban development  has  had  i t s  g rea t e s t  impac t  largely in towns  t h a t  w e r e  

r u r a l  in c h a r a c t e r  b e f o r e  1940. While agr icu l tura l  abandonment  usual ly 

p receded  suburban development ,  t h e  expansion of  res ident ia l  development  h a s  

pr imar i ly  a f f e c t e d  t h e  cu l tu ra l  resources  of t h e  s tudy unit 's ru ra l  periphery: 

dispersed archaeologica l  s i t e s ,  f a r m s t e a d  complexes,  agr icu l tura l  landscapes ,  

a n d  h i s t o r i c  t r anspor t a t ion  corridors. At t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  demand fo r  l oca l  

s e r v i c e s  and commerc ia l  development  has  adverse ly  a l t e r e d  many loca l  

h i s t o r i c  vi l lage centers .  

Industr ial  Development  - ----------------, 
A t h i r d  s ignif icant  f ac to r  in t h e  t ransformat ion  of t h e  post-1940 

l andscape  h a s  b e e n  t h e  dispersal  o f  new industrial development o u t  of t h e  

es tab l i shed  urban  cores.  In t h e  f i r s t  decades  following 1940 th is  re loca t ion  

cont inued to c o n c e n t r a t e  along highway and rai l  corr idor locat ions a t  t h e  

f r inges  of t h e  region's major  urban areas .  In Worcester ,  expansion took  p l ace  

a t  t h e  Norton Company complex  in t h e  north a t  Greendale ,  and indus t r ia l  

development  ex tended  nor th  a long t h e  Route  12/rai l road corr idor i n to  West 

Boylston. In t h e  southern  par t  of  t h e  c i ty ,  new development loca ted  a long t h e  

Rou te  20  corr idor ,  a long Rou te  12 into Auburn, and  along Rou te  122 into 

Gra f ton ,  where  Wyman-Gordon loca ted  a major plant complex. Similar  

expansions took p lace  in t h e  Fi tchburg-Leominster  a r e a ,  with growth a t  West 

F i t chburg  and a t  Leominster  along t h e  Route 12 corridor. 

~ V o r e  r e c e n t  development  has ,  however ,  been  reor ien ted  toward  indus t r ia l  

complex  and park s i t e  locat ions with acces s  t o  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  h ighway 

ne twork .  Again,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  concent ra t ion  of th is  ac t iv i ty  has  o c c u r r e d  in 



t h e  e a s t ,  par t icu lar ly  with t h e  expansion o f  high-tech development  i n to  t h e  

region a long  t h e  1-495 corridor. The  focus  of new indus t r ia l  deve lopmen t  in 

t h e  reg ion  h a s  been  t h e  town of  Westborough. Here ,  t h e  conve rgence  o f  1-495, 

t h e  Massachuse t t s  Turnpike, Rou te  9,  a n d  t h e  Conra i l  f r e igh t  cor r idor  h a s  

proved a major a t t r a c t i o n ,  and  large-scale plant  development  e x t e n d s  a c r o s s  a 

c e n t r a l  s ec t ion  of  t own  be tween  Route 9 and t h e  rai l road.  This deve lopmen t  

h a s  e x t e n d e d  wes t  along t h e  R o u t e  9 corr idor into Shrewsbury and eas t  a long  

Rou te  9 in to  Southborough. To t h e  north,  w h e r e  1-290 acces s  is a l so  avai lab le ,  

indus t r ia l  growth  h a s  intensif ied in Northborough. To t h e  south ,  1-495 h a s  

s t i m u l a t e d  new development  a t  Milford. Outs ide  th i s  newly emerg ing  regional  

c o r e ,  industr ial  park growth h a s  occurred  a t  Auburn where  I-290, 1-395, a n d  

t h e  Massachuse t t s  Turnpike converge.  Fur ther  south ,  1-395 has  led t o  new 

indus t r ia l  development  a t  Webster. In t h e  nor th ,  n e w  industrial p lants  h a v e  

been  l o c a t e d  a long Route  2 in West minster  and Gardner  and south  of F i tchburg  

along t h e  Rou te  12 corr idor in Leorrinster  and Sterling. This is e x p e c t e d  to 

cont inued with t h e  r e c e n t  comple t ion  of 1-190. 

Besides a c c e s s  t o  t h e  regional  t ranspor t  corr idors ,  n e w  indus t r ia l  

d e v e l o p v e n t  h a s  sought  locat ions on major t r a c t s  o f  well-drained, leve l  land 

on which ex tens ive  plant fac i l i t ies  can  b e  cons t ruc ted .  In many ins tances ,  t h i s  

h a s  r e su l t ed  in t h e  conversion of agr icu l tura l  lands t o  industr ial  use,  wi th  

a t t e n d a n t  loss o f  ru ra l  landscape,  and dispersed, funct ional  ag r i cu l tu ra l  

s t r u c t u r e s  and  f a r m s t e a d  complexes.  

C o m m e r c i a l  Development  

T h e  sp read  of  industry and  residential  growth a f t e r  1940 resul ted  in a 

r e loca t ion  of t h e  demand for  s e rv i ces  and r e t a i l  ac t iv i t i e s ,  a process t h a t  has  



given r i s e  t o  new f o r m s  of  commerc ia l  development.  This  re loca t ion  h a s  b e e n  

a n  extens ion  and intensif icat ion o f  t r ends  establ ished in t h e  Early Modern 

period,  when re loca t ion  of  commerc ia l  ac t iv i t i e s  o u t  of conges ted  downtown 

a r e a s  began.  In t h e  subsequent  four decades ,  highway improvements  and t h e  

nea r ly  universal  u se  of au tomobi les  h a v e  genera ted  a new p a t t e r n  o f  

c o ~ m e r c i a l  loca t ion  within both t h e  c i t i e s  and t h e  suburbs. Early 

auto-oriented,  commerc ia l  development  appea red  a t  t h e  fr inges of  urban 

a r e a s ,  w h e r e  i t  was  o r i en ted  t o w a r d  bo th  t h e  regional  t r a f f i c  f lows and da i ly  

c o m m u t e r  movement .  Linear commerc ia l  growth extended along well t r ave led  

h ighway corr idors .  Smal ler  c o m m e r c i a l  c lu s t e r s  developed along t h e  main 

r o u t e s  in suburban towns,  and  loca l  shopping malls w e r e  built  around t h e  e d g e s  

of t h e  regional  urban  cores.  T h e  development  of high-speed, i n t e r s t a t e  

highways f u r t h e r  a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  dispersal of  commerc ia l  act ivi t ies .  Major 

r e t a i l  ou t l e t s  r e loca t ed  o u t  of t h e  urban  co res  t o  new, regional  shopping malls  

a t  acces s ib l e  s i t e s  in t h e  m o r e  densely occupied suburbs. Development  

cont inued along t h e  major s t a t e  highway routes ,  a s  extended regional  

commerc ia l  cor r idors  developed and urban f r inge  corr idors  w e r e  rebuilt .  

In C e n t r a l  Massachuset ts ,  t h e n ,  t h e  impac t  of commerc ia l  re loca t ion  h a s  

b e e n  g r e a t e s t  around t h e  region's urban cores ,  and in t h e  developing suburban 

z o n e  to t h e  east .  In Worcester ,  t h e  major  urban automobi le  cor r idor  ex tends  

f rom Webster Square  along R o u t e  9 and Rou te  12 t o  W e s t  b y l s t o n  t o  t h e  

nor th .  Severa l  loca l  shopping c e n t e r s  developed a t  t h e  ci ty 's  edge ,  and  a 

reg ional  shopping mall  is loca ted  t o  t h e  south  a t  Auburn. East of Worces ter ,  

Rou te  9 is an  impor t an t  regional  commerc ia l  corridor. Although t h e  

Shrewsbur y s e g m e n t  r ema ins  t h e  main focus,  development is continuing eas t  

through Westborough and  Southborough toward  t h e  edge of t h e  s tudy unit .  



Local commerc ia l  cor r idors  h a v e  developed a t  Gra f ton  ( R o u t e  1221, Holden 

(Rou te  122A), and  Northborough (Rou te  20), wi th  s igni f icant  impac t s  on t h e  

h i s to r i c  town c e n t e r s  in t h e  l a t t e r  t w o  locations. To t h e  nor th ,  in tens ive  

linear commerc ia l  growth  has  occu r red  a long t h e  Rou te  12 corr idor be tween  

Fi tchburg  and Leominster.  Local shopping c e n t e r s  w e r e  loca ted  o n  t h e  

Fi tchburg  e a s t e r n  urban f r inge  t o w a r d  t h e  Lunenburg suburbs, a n d  t h e  

Searstown regional mall  was  loca ted  in Leominster.  Suburban l inear  

c o m m e r c i a l  development  h a s  occu r red  around town  c e n t e r s  in Lunenburg, 

Townsend, and Westminster.  Local commerc ia l  corr idor/shopping mall 

development  h a s  t aken  place in t h e  region's sma l l e r  urban a reas ,  including 

Gardner ,  Webster,  Southbridge-Sturbridge, and Clinton.  Shopping mall 

development  h a s  intensif ied a t  Milford in t h e  sou theas t  s i n c e  t h e  opening  of 

1-495. 

Commerc ia l  development  poses a cont inuing  t h r e a t  t o  a wide r a n g e  of 

cu l tura l  resources. Large-scale mall development  o f t e n  removes  e n t i r e  

complexes  of h is tor ic  a g r  icul tur  a1 o r  residential  f ea tu re s .  Urban a u t o  corr idor 

expansion c a n  o f t e n  h a v e  a n  i m p a c t  on high-density groupings o f  res ident ia l  

neighborhoods, o r  on h is tor ic  f r inge  ac t iv i t ies .  Local  suburban corr idors  o f t e n  

a l t e r  t h e  cha rac t e r  o f  h is tor ic  c e n t e r  vi l lage landscapes. T h e  regional R o u t e  9 

cor r idor ,  l oca t ed  a long t h e  r o u t e  of t h e  h s t o n  and Worcester  Turnpike,  

s eve ra l  ear ly  19th cen tu ry  tu rnp ike  h a m l e t s  a r e  threa tened.  Early Modern 

period commerc ia l  complexes  h a v e  also been overwhel r red  and r ep laced  b y  

subsequent  corr idor development.  As is t h e  c a s e  with o t h e r  present  

developmenta l  processes, t h e  g r e a t e s t  an t i c ipa t ed  impac t s  will cont inue  t o  b e  

in t h e  communi t ies  in t h e  e a s t e r n  pa r t  o f  t h e  s t u d y  unit ,  part icularly nea r  t h e  

1-495 and 1-290 interchanges.  Secondary  development  will persist a long  1-190 

and 1-395, n o r t h  and south  of Worcester  in t h e  c e n t r a l  pa r t  of t h e  s tudy unit. 

In t h e  north,  expansion is likely t o  cont inue  a long  Rou te  2. 



Decay, Abandonment, and Renewal of Urban Areas ..................................... 

T h e  decentralization of residential, industrial, and  commercial  devel- 

opment  in t h e  region has been accompanied by significant levels of 

deterioration in t h e  historic urban c o r e  a reas  of Cen t ra l  Massachusetts. 

Removal of traditional industries from t h e  region and relocation of people and 

businesses t o  t h e  suburbs have often l e f t  chronically depressed c i ty  centers ,  

character ized by vacancies, property abandonment, and arson. The largely 

wood-frame, late-19th century housing s tock has been particularly susceptible 

t o  this process. Maintenance of t h e  surviving residential  s tock has generally 

involved exterior re-siding with asphalt,  asbestos, aluminum, or vinyl 

materials. The  response of many city governments in t h e  1960s, encouraged 

by federal  programs, was to  under take large-scale urban renewal projects t h a t  

rebuilt inner ci ty areas. In Cen t ra l  Massachusetts, this process is most evident 

in Worcester, where  most of t h e  historic fabr ic  of t h e  cen t ra l  distr ict  eas t  of 

Main Street  was removed and replaced by t h e  E290 corr idor, a shopping mall, 

public housing, and a civic center .  Similar, though smaller-scale, changes took 

place in Fitchburg, where urban renewal removed much of t h e  r iverfront 

h is tor ic  development. Varying degrees of deterioration,  s t ructura l  loss, or  

small-scale renewal a r e  apparent in most of t h e  region's smaller ci t ies,  

including Clinton, Leominster, Gardner, Athol, and Webster. Downtown 

cen te r s  in Milford and Southbridge appear t o  have  had greater  resilience, 

although they have  by no means been f r e e  f rom losses. In general, t h e  loss of 

components of t h e  historic urban landscape remains a serious problem in t h e  

region. Nevertheless, a remarkable  increase in local e f fo r t s  a t  restoration and 

adapt ive  industrial and commercial  reuse  has taken place  in many towns over 

t h e  past sever a1 years. 



Decline in Agriculture and Rural Abandonment --------- ........................ 

Decrease  in agricultural  production has been a significant f a c t  in many 

ru ra l  Centra l  Massachusetts communities s ince  1940. While dairying and 

orchar ding remain important economic activit ies in sever a1 communities,  

competi t ion by produce from t h e  South and W e s t  has reduced commercia l  

marke t  gardening t o  a relat ively r a r e  f e a t u r e  in t h e  regional landscape. 

Part icularly in t h e  eas t ,  agriculture has c o m e  under pressure from com- 

mercial, industrial, or residential development, and surviving field and 

farmstead complexes in these  areas  f a c e  t h e  greates t  th rea t s  o f  removal in 

t h e  immediate future. The  t h r e a t  is particularly significant in t h a t  many of 

t h e  farmsteads represent and preserve components of t h e  development of 

agr icu l tu re  in t h e  region over t h e  past 250 years, with surviving 18th century 

residences and field boundaries, 19th-century outbuildings, and present land 

use practices. Whet- e developmental pressures have been less intense,  

particularly in t h e  west  and northwest,  rural  abandonment has continued t o  

occur ,  a s  residential and functional s t ructures  a r e  allowed t o  deter iora te .  In 

particular, t h e  a t t r i t ion of barns, outbuildings, and specialized functional 

s t ructures  has continued even when residential buildings a r e  maintained. 

Watershed Management and Flood Control  Prolects  ................................. --- 
Widespread regional losses from t h e  hurricane-induced flooding of 1938 

and 1955 st imulated t h e  introduction of a number of flood control  and 

watershed management projects in Cen t ra l  Massachusetts. While protect ing 

many downstream cultural  resources from fu tu re  damage, t h e  Army Corps  of 

Engineers projects also involved t h e  removal and/or flooding of significant 



numbers of s i t e s  and s t ructures ,  particularly in t h e  rural, peripheral areas. 

Watershed management projects in t h e  study unit include: t h e  West River 

Dam in Uxbridge, Hodges Village Dam on t h e  French River in Oxford, 

Buffinsville Dam in Charlton,  Westville Dam in Sturbridge, Barre Falls Dam on 

t h e  Ware River, Tully River and Birch Hill dams in Royalston, and t h e  Ot te r  

River flood control  a r e a  in Templeton and Winchendon. 

S t a t e  Forest  and Park Development _______-________----- ---- 

Often located in relation t o  watershed management projects, s t a t e  fores ts  

and parks have  a l so  had a significant impact on cultural  resources in t h e  s tudy 

unit's rural  areas. The  continued expansion of s t a t e  forest  and park properties 

has  met  a l tera t ions  in land use, removal of historic properties, and t h e  

occasional disturbance of both prehistoric and historic archaeological si tes.  

At t h e  s a m e  t ime,  passive park and forest areas  have played an  important 

preservation role, particularly for rel ict  rural landscape features  and 

archaeological  resources. S t a t e  forests a r e  located in t h e  following towns: 

Northbridge, Uxbridge, Sutton,  Upton, Douglas, Spencer, Oakham, Petersham, 

Hubbardston, Templeton, Royalston, Winchendon, Ashburnham, Ashby, 

Townsend, and Leominster. S ta te  reservations have been established a t  

Purgatory Chasm in Sutton and Wachusett Mountain in Princeton. Seven 

additional s t a t e  parks have been created in these  towns: Char l ton,  Sturbridge, 

Paxton,  Rutland, Winchendon, Townsend, and Worcester. In addition, t h e  

recent ly  c rea ted  Gardner Her i tage S ta te  Park is t h e  first  urban historical park 

t o  b e  located in t h e  region, and is expected t o  have a positive impact on t h e  

cultural  resources of t h a t  ci ty 's  c o r e  area.  



Sand and Gravel Quarries ------------------ 

Sand and gravel quarrying remains one of the few active extractive 

industries in the study unit. Quarrying continues to threaten archaeological 

sites, and occasionally destroys historic structures. Although widely dispersed 

in the area, quarrying is most evident in towns in the eastern and southern 

halves of Central Massachusetts. The greatest concentration of activity in the 

region occurs along the Route 146 corridor south of Millbury through Sutton, 

Douglas, and Uxbridge. Activity is also high in most of the towns east of 

Route 146 on the Blackstone River and i ts tributaries. Smaller clusters of 

quarries occur just to the north in the Shrewsbury, Northborough, Westborough 

area, and in the Sterling, Lancaster, Berlin, Bolton area. In the southwest, 

quarrying has concentrated in Sturbridge, East kookfield, and Spencer. In the 

northeast, quarries extend along the Route 2 corridor in  Lunenburg, 

Leominster, Fitchburg, and Westminster. They also occur in the northern tier 

towns of Townsend, Ashburnham, and Winchendon. 

Recreational Facility Develop-ment -------------- ------ --- 
In the Central Massachusetts area, post-1940 rural, recreational devel- 

opment has largely consisted of cottage development around the region's ponds 

and more recent second-home construction on scenic upland sites in the 

northwest. This exurban growth has been an extension of the 20th-century 

trends of regional suburban and exurban expansion. The recent development of 

ski slope facilities on Wachusett Mountain i n  Princeton represents a new scale 

of recreational development in the study unit. 



Current  Threats  t o  Cul tura l  Resources ............................ 

The a t t r i t ion  o f  surviving cul tura l  resources in t h e  Cen t ra l  Massachusetts 

study unit continues a t  present as part  of an ongoing process o f  regional 

maintenance,  development, and reorganization. By identifying t h e  general  

pat tern  of resource  loss, and t h e  major factors  contributing t o  t h e  destruction 

of s t ructures ,  si tes,  and landscapes, a basis for formulating local  and regional 

management schemes can b e  provided. In general, cultural  resources f a c e  

t h r e a t s  from two basic processes: a c t i v e  development t h a t  removes or 

significantly a l ters  t h e  resource  or i t s  context ,  and abandonment t h a t  resul ts  

in deterioration and eventual  loss. In Cen t ra l  Massachusetts, a c t i v e  devel- 

opment  includes t h e  various manifestations of industrial, commercial ,  and 

residential  growth t h a t  both intensively and extensively a l ter  t h e  cul tura l  

landscape. Abandonment encompasses a var ie ty  of forms of disinvest ment  and 

demolition in both urban and rura l  locations. 

In Cen t ra l  Massachusetts, development th rea t s  a r e  currently greates t  in 

t h e  eas tern  half of t h e  study unit. This a rea  has continued t o  experience 

intensive growth as part  of both t h e  Worcester and Fitchburg-Leominster c o r e  

a reas ,  and t h e  expanding adjacent  Eastern Massachusetts region. Development 

has continued along t h e  east-west Route  2 and Route  9 corridors, and has been 

spurred on by t h e  location of f i v e  of t h e  study unit's six in te r s ta te  highways in 

t h e  east. New highway construction has  been both  a cause  and an e f fec t  o f  

this growth and poses several  issues of concern. One is t h e  direct  impact  o f  

t h e  highway itself. More important ,  however, a r e  i t s  secondary effects.  As 

new interchanges a r e  built, large  a reas  of previously inaccessible land become 

available for development. Easy access  t o  highways make such locations 



highly desirable for residential (apartment/condominium corn plexes o r  

single-family t r a c t  housing), commercial  (shopping malls or o f f i ce  parks), and  

light industrial development. The problem is t h a t  l i t t l e  of th i s  secondary 

development fal ls  within exist ing review processes in t e r m s  of its impact  on 

cul tura l  resources. Since these  developments may involve hundreds of a c r e s  

and  a r e  seldom planned t o  b e  compatible with t h e  existing landscape,  t h e y  a r e  

major factors  in t h e  continued erosion of t h e  historical charac te r  o f  Cen t ra l  

Massachusetts. 

Within t h e  eas tern  a rea ,  a new regional c o r e  has emerged in t h e  

Westborough a rea  where t h e  convergence of transportation lines and available 

lands have resulted in significant local industrial plant construction. Recent  

archaeological investigations a t  Cedar Swamp have demonstrated t h a t  t h e r e  is 

also a high potential  for significant archaeological s i tes  in t h e  Westborough 

a rea ,  and tha t  new construction frequently occurs  in a reas  of g r e a t e s t  

sensitivity. From t h e  Westborough core,  industrial growth has spread into t h e  

adjacent  communities of Northborough, Southborough, and Shrewsbury, and a 

secondary c o r e  appears t o  b e  developing t o  t h e  south a t  Milford. Growth will 

likely continue t o  progress from east t o  west in t h e  region, from 1-495 t o  1-190 

in t h e  north, and from 1-495 t o  1-395 in t h e  south. 

Significant fu ture  development may occur in t h e  Blackstone Valley 

region. Proximity t o  1-495 and reconstruction of Route 146 have improved 

access  t o  t h e  a rea ,  which has for t h e  most part been chronically depressed in 

t h e  post-1940 period. Residential development has  already had an  impact  on 

Sutton, Graf ton,  and Upton in t h e  north, and Milford continues t o  expand as  a 

commerc ia l  and industrial focus to  t h e  east. Growth may t h e r e f o r e  soon 

a c c e l e r a t e  in Northbr idge, Uxbr idge, Douglas, Millville, and Blackstone. 



Further west ,  new development is likely t o  continue along t h e  1-395 corridor 

through Oxford and Webster. 

While t h r e a t s  from development a r e  not a s  a c u t e  in o the r  portions of  t h e  

study unit, t h e  s a m e  problems occur  a t  a lesser scale.  These  include new 

construction t h a t  is drast ically d i f ferent  in size,  density, and  appearance  f rom 

i t s  surroundings, insensitive reuse  of existing buildings, and inappropriate 

in fill. In rural  areas ,  intensive farming techniques (especially d e e p  plowing) 

and cer ta in  fores t  management practices,  remain serious t h r e a t s  t o  archae-  

ological sites. 

Abandonment and deterioration continue t o  th rea ten  resources throughout 

t h e  study unit. While development pressures a r e  g rea tes t  in t h e  eas t ,  

abandonment remains a problem in t h e  region's 19th-century urban and 

industrial cores  and in rural  areas ,  particularly in t h e  west  and north. At  

highest risk is t h e  region's surviving 19th- and early 20th-century, wood-frame 

housing stock. Deterioration from aging has been compounded by maintenance 

schemes unsympathetic t o  historic fabric, and by low levels of recognition o f  

historic significance. High arson and demolition r a t e s  continue t o  dep le te  

historic residential neighborhoods. Similar th rea t s  t o  commercia l  and 

industrial s t ruc tu res  also remain high. 

The continued deterioration of rural  s t ructures  also presents a major 

threat .  While residential abandonment is less extensive  in rura l  areas ,  i t  

remains  a common problem. Long-term vacancy of h is tor ic  s t ruc tu res  of ten  

results  in vandalism or scavenging o f  archi tec tura l  elements.  In a similar  

manner, digging for bott les and other kinds of "pot hunting" ac t iv i t ies  

threaten,  if not destroy, archaeological potential. Even when residential  

s t ruc tu res  a r e  maintained, changing agricultural  pract ices ,  agricultural  

abandonment,  and residential subdivision all lead t o  abandonment of barns  and 

other  outbuildings. Rural industrial resources face  similar threats .  



Recommendations f o r  Prehistoric Resources 

S t a t e  of Knowled* ----------- 
Information on t h e  prehistory of t h e  Cen t ra l  Massachusetts Study Unit is 

uneven and not based on t h e  results  o f  sys temat ic  survey or excavation. At 

present, information is bes t  f rom t h e  Chicopee Drainage where  several  a reas  

h a v e  known high s i t e  densities; but even h e r e  internal  s i t e  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  

relationships of sites t o  o n e  another  is not fully known. The Blackstone and 

upper Concord drainages a r e  reasonably well represented in t h e  archaeological 

record,  al though l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  minimal cultural/ temporal  data is current ly  

available. The  Nashua, Thames and Millers drainages a r e  as yet  poorly known. 

As archaeological research continues, largely in t h e  form of collections 

analysis and cultural  resource  management studies,  new pat terns  of prehistoric 

se t t l ement  a r e  slowly emerging. Sites a r e  being identified in previously 

unknown areas ,  and t h e  landscape is slowly filling in with recorded prehistoric 

sites. It is probable t h a t  t h e  disparity in s i t e  density between t h e  Chicopee  

Drainage and t h e  Millers o r  Nashua river drainages is m o r e  a function of t h e  

intensity of collecting activity than a reflection of prehistoric se t t l ement .  

Although t h e r e  probably were  differences in natural  biota and subsistence 

resource potential ,  a s  well a s  in t h e  character  of t h e  r ivers  themselves,  t h e r e  

is no reason t o  suspect  t h a t  t h e  Millers, Nashua o r  Thames river drainages 

w e r e  significantly less a t t r a c t i v e  t o  prehistoric peoples than t h e  m o r e  heavily 

collected Chicopee,  Blackstone o r  Concord drainages, certainly not t o  t h e  

degree  t h a t  is suggested by t h e  archaeological record. 



General ly,  survey  informat ion  is b e s t  in lowland a r e a s  surrounding t h e  

major  waterways,  ponds, and smal ler  s t r eams .  Si tes  l oca t ed  a t  t h e  

conf luences  of s t r e a m s  were ,  a s  e l s ewhere  in t h e  s t a t e ,  favored  locat ions.  T h e  

h e a d w a t e r s  of  re la t ive ly  sma l l  and insignif icant  s t r e a m s  w e r e  a l so  occupied ,  

and  wetlands w e r e  ut i l ized throughout  t h e  s tudy unit.. Upland a r e a s  a r e  less  

well documented.  Of ten  such s i t e s  w e r e  shor t - te rm,  special-purpose s i t e s  

which a r e  diff icul t  t o  d e t e c t  even  under cont ro l led  conditions. Most o f  t h e  

t o w n s  in t h e  no r the rn  t i e r  of t h e  s tudy unit  a r e  vir tual ly unknown a rchae -  

ological ly.  T h e  topography h e r e  is cha rac t e r i s t i ca l ly  m o r e  rugged and less 

wel l  wa te red  than  o t h e r  port ions of C e n t r a l  Massachuset ts ,  and al though s i t e  

densi ty in t h e  nor thern  a r e a s  m a y  not  h a v e  been a s  high a s  in o the r s ,  t h e  

p re sen t  archaeological  r eco rd  is not  a re l iab le  index of  prehis tor ic  occupat ion  

t h e r e .  

Preserva t ion  Pr ior i t ies  ---------------- 

Survey Pr ior i t ies  

T h e  a r t i f a c t  col lect ion analysis per formed a s  p a r t  of t h e  prepara t ion  for  

t h i s  r e p o r t  has  grea t ly  increased t h e  knowledge abou t  t h e  prehis tory  o f  s o m e  

p a r t s  of Cen t r a l  Massachuset ts .  Over 100 previously unrecorded s i t e s  h a v e  

been  added  t o  t h e  M H C  files. By employing th is  newly expanded d a t a  b a s e  in 

conjunction with t h e  expected  t h r e a t s ,  c r i t i ca l  informat ional  needs  c a n  b e  

identif ied and suggestions o f f e r e d  a s  t o  where  r e sea rch  and preserva t ion  

e f f o r t s  should b e  focused. T h e  priori t ies  for  survey outl ined be low s e r v e  only 

a s  a genera l  f ramework for  addressing preservat ion issues and w e r e  gene ra t ed  

f rom t h e  overal l  t r ends  and expec ted  changes  t o  t h e  l andscape  discussed 

e l sewhere  in this  document.  



During t h e  c o u r s e  o f  any  given year ,  a n y  individual a rchaeologica l  s i t e  o r  

c o m v u n i t y  m a y  b e  f a c e d  with ex tenua t ing  condit ions o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  which 

will  r equ i r e  im media te ,  if not  ex t raordinary ,  a t t en t ion .  T h e  su rvey  pr ior i t ies  

discussed h e r e  a r e  b u t  o n e  a s p e c t  of  a s t a t e w i d e  preserva t ion  plan which will 

a lways  h a v e  t h e  f lexibi l i ty to review a n d  respond t o  individual t h r e a t e n e d  

r e sources  o r  cases.  

Because  population growth  a n d  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  development  will b e  g r e a t e s t  

in t h e  e a s t e r n  half of  t h e  s tudy unit ,  t h i s  i s  w h e r e  prehis tor ic  s i t e s  c a n  b e  

cons idered  a t  g r e a t e s t  risk. Addit ional  survey  work should t h e r e f o r e  b e  given 

a high-priority s ta tus .  Included in th i s  a r e a  a r e  most  o f  t h e  Nashua a n d  

Blackstone r iver  dra inages  and  port ions of  t h e  upper Assabe t  a n d  Sudbury 

drainages.  Recause t h e  archaeologica l  record  fo r  t h e s e  dra inages  is s o  uneven,  

d a t a  ga ther ing  pe r fo rmed  a t  t h e  mos t  bas i c  level ,  t h e  reconnaissance  survey ,  

should b e  conducted  a s  a n  in i t ia l  s t e p  toward  a d e q u a t e  r e s o u r c e  pro tec t ion .  

Reconnaissance  level  surveys  designed t o  find and/or  ver i fy  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  

prehis tor ic  s i t e s  should include analyses of  exist ing a r t i f a c t  co l lec t ions ,  

documen ta ry  research ,  and  when necessary,  carefu l ly  planned f ie ld  tes t ing .  

T h e  towns in t h e  high-risk ca t egory  for  which reconnaissance  leve l  surveys  

should b e  given high priori ty a re :  Auburn, Berlin, Blackstone,  Bolton, 

b y l s t o n ,  Clinton,  Douglas, Fi tchburg,  Gra f ton ,  Harvard,  Hopedale,  Lancas t e r ,  

Leomins ter ,  Lunenburg, Mendon, Millbury, Millville, Milford, Northborough,  

Oxford,  Shrewsbury, Southborough, Sterl ing,  Sutton,  Upton,  Uxbridge,  

Westborough, West Roylston, and  Worcester.  

A second priori ty fo r  reconnaissance  leve l  surveys includes many no r the rn  

t i e r  towns  and t h o s e  in t h e  wes t e rn  half of t h e  s tudy unit .  T h e s e  t o w n s  a r e  

a l so  typica l ly  lacking in re l iab le  and  subs t an t ive  d a t a ,  however ,  a s  a group 

t h e y  may  not  b e  a t  a s  high a risk t o  developmenta l  t h r e a t s  a s  t h e  f i r s t  group. 



Reconnaissance  l eve l  surveys  should also b e  considered when necessary  a s  a 

s econd  o rde r  of priori ty for  Ashburnham, Ashby, Athol ,  Barre, Dudley, 

Gardner ,  Holden, Hubbardston,  Leicester ,  North Brookfield, Oakham, Pax ton ,  

Phillipston, Pr ince ton ,  Royalston,  Southbridge, Sturbridge,  Temple ton ,  

Townsend, Webster ,  Westmins ter ,  and Winchendon. 

T h e  overa l l  grouping of  f i r s t  a n d  second o rde r  priori t ies  for  surveys should 

no t  b e  cons t rued  a s  an  a t t e m p t  t o  prejudice preserva t ion  planning b y  singling 

o u t  a r e a s  of g r e a t e r  a r c h a e o l o ~ i c a l  s ignif icance.  In genera l ,  no t  enough is 

known abou t  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  cu l tu ra l  resources  of e i t he r  t h e  e a s t e r n  o r  

wes t e rn  halves of  t h e  s tudy unit t o  m a k e  such judgments. T h e  c r i t e r i a  of 

ranking a s  proposed h e r e  is based  solely on expec ted  development  and t h e  

immediacy  of  informat ional  needs. Some  o f  t h e s e  towns  h a v e  n o  known 

prehis tor ic  sites while  o t h e r s  h a v e  only a few. Even in towns  w h e r e  many 

prehis tor ic  s i t e s  a r e  known, l a r g e  a r e a s  typical ly r ema in  unsurveyed al though 

t h e y  o f t e n  exhib i t  cons iderable  a rchaeologica l  sens i t iv i ty  based  on environ- 

m e n t a l  and  topograph ic  cha rac t e r i s t i c s .  In summary,  t h e r e  is no town  in t h e  

s tudy  unit t h a t  could not  b e n e f i t  f rom addit ional  survey work a t  e i ther  t h e  

reconnaissance  or  s i t e  exa mination level; however,  s o m e  may f a c e  m o r e  

i m m e d i a t e  t h r e a t s  t h a n  others .  

T h e  means  b y  which t h e s e  reconnaissance  surveys could b e  per formed a r e  

numerous. T h e  towns  identif ied above  should b e  encouraged t o  imp lemen t  

surveys on t h e i r  own if possible o r  h i r e  professional consul tan ts ,  a n d  seek  

f inancial  a s s i s t ance  f rom t h e  S t a t e  Planning and Survey G r a n t s  Program. A 

number  of planning and  preserva t ion  groups, a c a d e m i c  inst i tut ions,  a n d  even  

qualif ied individuals should b e  encouraged t o  b e c o m e  involved in t h e  process  

and seek  grants  t o  conduc t  reconnaissance  surveys. 



Surveys of publicly owned land should also b e  given a high priority. Public 

agencies  such as  t h e  MDC, t h e  Department of Environmental Management 

(DEM), Massachusetts and United States Fish and Wildlife Divisions, a s  well a s  

pr ivate  groups such as  t h e  Massachusetts Audubon Society which manage a 

g r e a t  deal  of land, should in tegrate  archaeological preservation priorities into 

their  general  land management plans using reliable survey information as a 

da ta  base. Some of t h e  above groups have  already init iated archaeological  

surveys on properties within t h e  study unit. Smaller land use  agencies,  those  

a t  t h e  town level for instance, should also b e  encouraged to in tegra te  

archaeological preservation policies, beginning with reconnaissance level 

survey,  into thei r  management plans. 

Also of concern and of high-priority s t a tus  a r e  t h e  possible impacts  t o  

s i t e s  of potential  archaeological significance which a r e  presently well known. 

Potential ly significant prehistoric si tes a r e  known for t h e  kookf ie ld ,  New 

Braintree, Warren, Hardwick, and Petersham areas,  where they h a v e  been 

visited by a r t i f a c t  collectors for many years. However, most of t h e s e  s i tes  

have never experienced controlled field test ing,  and their  present integri ty is 

largely unknown. Site examinations involving l imited subsurface t es t ing  should 

b e  conducted in order t o  evaluate  t h e  integri ty,  research potential, and 

archaeological significance of t h e  sites. Only with this type of da ta  can  they  

b e  successfully protected. 

T h e  present survey of t h e  Cen t ra l  Massachusetts study unit has  been by no 

means exhaustive. The constraints on t h e  survey t e a m  have,  by necessity, 

been numerous. A1 though collections analysis has added over 100 previously 

unrecorded s i t e s  t o  t h e  MHC s i t e  inventory, many more  a r e  known t o  local 

collectors. Collections analysis should b e  an ongoing process tha t  continuously 

upgrades t h e  data  base. 



P r o t e c t i o n  Pr ior i t ies  

As a genera l  f r a m e w o r k  fo r  pro tec t ion  priori ty,  ini t ial  e f fo r t s  should 

focus  on t h e  e a s t e r n  ha l f  of  t h e  s tudy  unit ,  which has  been  identif ied a s  a 

high-risk z o n e  and in  i m m e d i a t e  need  o f  survey  work. A t  present ,  only a f e w  

prehis tor ic  s i t e s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o t e c t e d  through l is t ing on  t h e  National Register  

o f  His tor ic  Places,  t h e  S t a t e  Regis te r  of His tor ic  P laces ,  a s  Massachuset ts  

Archaeologica l  Landmarks,  o r  wi th in  loca l  h is tor ic  distr icts .  In part ,  t h i s  h a s  

b e e n  d u e  t o  t h e  kinds o f  i n fo rma t ion  requi red  for  listing. Specifically, 

eva lua t ions  of  s i t e  i n t eg r i ty  a n d  just i f icat ion o f  s i t e  boundaries  a r e  needed.  

Both o f  t h e s e  genera l ly  r e q u i r e  f ield tes t ing .  An addit ional  problem is t h a t  

many  o f  t h e  s i t e s  fo r  which excava t ion  d a t a  a r e  ava i lab le  h a v e  lost rrost  o r  al l  

of t h e i r  in tegr i ty  (e.g., H o r n e  Hil l  Quarry) .  

I t  could b e  a rgued  t h a t ,  excep t  for  a f e w  spa11 s i t e s  which h a v e  been  

professionally t e s t e d  dur ing  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  CRM s tud ie s  (e.g., Rou te  146) and 

t h o s e  s i t e s  known t o  h a v e  a l r e a d y  been  des t royed,  vir tual ly every  s i t e  in t h e  

e a s t e r n  port ion could b e  a c a n d i d a t e  for  fu r the r  invest igat ion and possibly 

f o r w a l  pro tec t ion  of s o m e  kind. In t h e  wes t e rn  half of t h e  s tudy unit ,  t h e  

s t a t e  of  knowledge i s  b e t t e r ,  bo th  on  a regional  basis  a s  well a s  a t  t h e  

s i te-specif ic  level. It  is f r o m  t h e  Ch icopee  Dra inage  t h a t  t h e  bes t  

a rchaeologica l  d a t a  fo r  C e n t r a l  Massachuse t t s  cu r r en t ly  exists.  H e r e  t h e r e  

a r e  a number of  s igni f icant  known s i tes ;  however ,  t h e y  have  not  been  

subjec ted  t o  t h e  r igorous  t e s t i n g  requi red  t o  e v a l u a t e  s i t e  boundaries and 

in tegr i ty .  In f a c t ,  t h e  a m o u n t  of past  archaeological  excavation has  

undoubtedly adverse ly  a f f e c t e d  t h e  in t eg r i ty  o f  many s i t e s  in th is  region. 



In a reas  where known s i t e  density is high and some information is 

available (for example, from colIections research), t h e  nomination of 

archaeological  distr icts  is recommended. At Cedar  Swamp, where excavations 

a t  a number of s i tes  a r e  in progress, an  archaeological distr ict  nomination has 

been  suggested. The successful inclusion of such a district on t h e  National 

Register would establish a useful precedent for protecting other  s i t e s  and 

dis t r ic ts  which l i e  in t h e  high risk/high priority zone in t h e  eastern half of t h e  

study unit. In t h e  western  portion of t h e  study unit, archaeological d is t r ic t  

nominations should also b e  considered for t h e  Winimisset Valley, Quaboag 

Pond, and t h e  upper Quaboag River Valley because all contain c lus ters  of 

known prehistoric si tes,  many of which appear t o  have escaped s e v e r e  

disturbance. However, additional in for mation would have  t o  b e  gathered for 

each of these  potential districts. 

Another approach t o  registrat ion of prehistoric s i tes  is t o  include them,  

whenever possible, within multiple resource nominations or large dis t r ic ts  of 

historic properties. This approach usually involves a larger segment  of t h e  

interested local community in t h e  preservation effort. Such involvement 

serves  t o  educate  and a le r t  more  of t h e  public about t h e  importance and 

fragility of prehistoric archaeological resources. An informed and concerned 

community is t h e  most rel iable means of protecting prehistoric sites. 

With t h e  current  decline in agricultural land use and t h e  subsequent 

development of fo rmer  agricultural  lands, ef for ts  a r e  currently underway t o  

preserve this valuable land in many parts  of Massachusetts. Integration of 

archaeological  preservation concerns with agricultural preservation in teres ts  

t o  develop comprehensive land use  planning policies should b e  encouraged. 



T h e  development of a program of conservation and preservation easements  fo r  

t h e  protection of archaeological si tes would b e  o n e  way t o  do this.  Such a 

program should b e  associated with o ther  open s p a c e  and land use  planning 

programs in both t h e  public and private sectors.  

0 t h  e r  Recommendations 

Because of t h e  amount of land under MDC and DEM stewardship, i t  is 

impera t ive  t o  maintain a close working relationship between t h e s e  agencies 

and  t h e  Massachusetts Historical  Commission. Efforts  along t h e s e  lines have  

been init iated and should b e  pursued in order t o  develop an  open dialogue. T h e  

possibility of t h e  MDC developing i ts  own in-house archaeological  capabil i t ies,  

which would b e  sensit ive t o  t h e  needs of t h e  agency as well a s  t o  t h e  

archaeological  resource base,  should b e  explored. Additionally, t h e  MDC 

should have a Cultural  Resources Management Plan, which would specifically 

address t h e  issues pertaining to t h e  identification, assessment,  and 

preservation of cultural  resources under their  jurisdictions. T h e  management 

plan recent ly  prepared for DEM provides a good model for o ther  s t a t e  agencies 

t o  follow. 

Cul tura l  resource  managers should schedule a field t r i p  t o  t h e  Quabbin 

Reservoir a t  a t i m e  of low water  in order t o  witness t h e  process o f  s i t e  erosion 

and exposure which is occurring seasonally and t o  assess t h e  effects which t h e  

oscil lat ing water  levels h a v e  had on s i t e  integrity. 

The  lack of curatorial  facilities is a cr i t ica l  problem in t h e  Cen t ra l  

Massachusetts study unit, a s  i t  is in t h e  res t  of t h e  s ta te .  Recently t h e  

Springfield Museum has provided professional curatorial  facil i t ies for 

collections from t h e  Brookfield area. Local libraries and historical  socie t ies  



th roughout  t h e  s tudy  unit h a v e  long provided s p a c e  for  a rchaeologica l  

col lect ions;  however,  t h e y  a r e  o f t en  unable  t o  provide a d e q u a t e  s p a c e  or  

long-term secu r i ty  for  ma te r i a l s  and wr i t t en  records. A s t a t e w i d e ,  regional  

r epos i to ry  or  o the r  a l t e r n a t i v e  is needed, and  until such  a fac i l i ty  is developed 

s o m e  collect ions will b e  housed in Springfield; many o t h e r s  will  b e  less  

f o r t u n a t e ,  and  s o m e  will b e  broken u p  and los t  ent irely.  



Recommendat ions  for  Historic Period Resources 

Introduction --------- 

This section a t t empts  t o  descr ibe  and t o  loca te  t h e  cul tura l  resources t h a t  

survive  in t h e  Cen t ra l  Massachusetts study unit. These  resource  survivals a r e  

t h e  physical remains of human activit ies described in previous chapters.  

Therefore ,  they  a r e  similarly organized within each  of t h e  six periods used 

throughout t h e  report. A brief summary overview describes significant 

historical  pat terns  for each period. This is followed by a description 05 t h e  

r e l a t i v e  survival of resource types,  and an evaluation of our knowledge and 

understanding of t h e s e  resources. This provides t h e  basis for t h e  management  

recommendations presented next in t h e  section. Finally, a c h a r t  summarizes  

t h e  survival of significant c lus ters  of resources. 

4 s  in earlier reports,  this char t  of survivals focuses on associated 

act iv i t ies  and s t ruc tu res  ra the r  than on isolated or single-component s i t e s  or  

individual buildings. A typology of period survivals is presented, f i rs t  

considering t h e  archaeological potential for period activit ies,  followed by 

successively more  complex associations of landscape features .  For each 

period t h e  towns a r e  l isted within t h e  core-periphery hierarchy of t h a t  period. 

In con t ras t  t o  earlier reports,  however, all towns find a place in th is  

presentation t o  allow users t o  t r a c e  individual towns through time. Three  

symbols a r e  used on t h e  charts: an "X" indicates high potential  or  t h a t  

survivals of importance a r e  known; a "?" indicates tha t  important  period 

survivals may b e  present;  a blank indicates l i t t l e  likelihood of  significant 

period survivals. 



C o n t a c t  and Planta t ion Period (1500-1675) ............................... 

Summary  Overview 

T h e  C o n t a c t  and Plantat ion period in C e n t r a l  Massachusetts exposed t h e  

Native American population t o  increasing contact  wi th  European goods, 

explorers,  and se t t lers .  Primary locations of  na t ive  groups in t h e  a rea ' s  r iver 

valleys a r e  known from t h e  historic l i terature.  T h e  influence of con tac t  o n  

t h e  pat terns  of seasonal  movement and t h e  s i z e  and composition of t h e  groups, 

a s  well a s  in teract ion of t h e  groups, is less well known. Prolonged secondary 

c o n t a c t  and an upland ecology distinguish this  region and i t s  people from t h e  

b e t t e r  known coasta l  and riverine sys tems t o  t h e  e a s t  and west. At tempted 

s e t t l e m e n t  by  colonials did not  t a k e  place until t h e  mid 17th century. Praying 

towns w e r e  established a f t e r  1651 and plantation grants followed shortly 

the rea f t e r .  Most of t h e  region's population lef t  t h e  region due t o  King Philip's 

War. 

Survivals 

King Philip's War and t h e  subsequent dispersal of population precludes t h e  

ex i s t ence  of period standing structures.  Native archaeological  s i t e  potential is 

part icularly important  in t h e  Cen t ra l  Massachusetts study unit ,  where  

repor t ing of known s i t e s  is meager and uneven. S i t e  types  include long- and 

shor t - term se t t l ements  (villages, praying towns, rockshelters) ,  resource- 

gathering and processing s i tes  (quarries, tool preparation areas,  f ishweirs), 

landscape fea tu res  (trails and fords), and burials. In addition, t h e  



loca t ions  of praying towns a r e  impor t an t  fo r  understanding t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  

c o n t a c t  with colonials. N a t i v e  Amer ican  place names  r e f l e c t  surviving 

designations o f  places and landscape  f ea tu re s  f rom this  period, f i l t e r ed  b y  

colonials  and l a t e r  in terpre ta t ions .  Colonial a rchaeologica l  s i t e  po ten t i a l  is 

i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  of t h e  brief du ra t ion  o f  t h e s e  se t t l emen t s .  Cons idera t ion  

o f  ea r ly  colonial  s e t t l e m e n t s  will e luc ida t e  t h e  process of es tab l i sh ing  new 

communi t i e s  on t h e  f ront ie r  in t h e  17th century.  S i t e  t ypes  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  to 

fa rms teads ,  garr isons,  meetinghouses,  and  mills. The re fo re  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  

c a t e g o r i e s  of C o n t a c t  and  P lan ta t ion  period survivals  (see chart) :  

1. Na t ive  archaeologica l  potent ia l  is high a t  s i t e s  o f  r e p e a t e d  and/or  
long-term use  by  Nipmuck peoples, a s  recorded b y  seconda ry  sources ,  and  
where  l a t e r  u se  l imi ted  s i t e  des t ruc t ion .  

2. Nat ive  p l ace  names  a r e  handled  in t w o  ways: f i r s t  t h rough  a discussion 
of t he i r  recording  and modificat ion with se l ec t ed  examples;  second,  
within t h e  c h a r t  for  t h e  period,  indicat ing c u r r e n t  p re sence  in t h e  region's  
towns . 
3. Colonial a rchaeologica l  potent ia l  is high a t  s i t e s  of e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t s  
where  l a t e r  use  l imi ted  s i t e  des t ruc t ion .  

S t a t e  of Inventory 

Sys t ema t i c  considerat ion of  a rchaeologica l  s i t e s  and po ten t i a l  h a s  se ldom 

b e e n  conducted  in conjunction wi th  local inventory. While t r ad i t i ona l  

loca t ions  of n a t i v e  ac t iv i ty  a r e  occasionally noted  (wigwams, cornf ie lds ,  etc.), 

s i t e  locat ions based on ecologica l  and cul tura l  needs a r e  se ldom included. 

Act iv i t ies  b y  avocat ional  a rchaeologis t s ,  and  t h o s e  conduc ted  in conjunction 

wi th  c o n t r a c t  archaeology,  h a v e  b e e n  noted  with discussion of  t h e  prehis tor ic  

period and resources  in this  repor t .  Similarly for  colonial ma te r i a l s ,  s i t e s  of 

spec i f i c  events  or inst i tut ions may  b e  noted  in loca l  inventories  (encounters  

dur ing  King Philip's War, loca t ion  of  t h e  f i r s t  r reet inghouse) ,  b u t  t h e  locat ion 



and survival of m o r e  commonplace activit ies (mills, farmsteads)  have  not been 

examined. A number of towns with significant potential  have l i t t l e  or no 

information on file. 

Specific Recommendations 

I. Encourage sys temat ic  documentary survey for geriod archaeological  ------ -- ---------------- ----- ----- ------------ -- 

resources. ------- 
Local historical commissions a r e  encouraged t o  include t h e  C o n t a c t  and 

Plantation periods in thei r  town surveys of cultural  resources. Bibliographies 

of access ible  secondary mater ia ls  presented in Chapter  3 can assist t h e m  in 

recognizing a reas  of high potential for period archaeological resources. Local 

histories and land records,  geological surveys, and local and regional s i t e  

repor ts  should b e  examined for insight into local conditions. MHC s i t e  forms 

can then  b e  completed and a r e a s  of high potential mapped for use in planning. 

2. Assist local e f fo r t s  a t  identifyingresources with exper t  advice. .................... -- ..................... 

Augment local ef for ts  a t  deter  mining archaeological potential  with 

professional assistance in a reas  of high potential, or where more  in depth  

examination is indicated due t o  local in teres t  or lack of disturbance. This 

might t a k e  t h e  form of visits by s taff  members, or t h e  funding o f  

professionally completed or  d i rected town surveys. 

3. High priority should b e  given t o  location and evaluation o f p e r i o d  si tes.  ----------------- ........................ -------- 

Sites from t h e  C o n t a c t  and Plantation periods a r e  extremely ra re .  For 

t h e  Commonwealth as a whole, and for this region above others ,  l i t t l e  

information is known and t h e  pat terns  of change remain t o  b e  clarified. This 



region is particularly important as a point of contrast  t o  t h e  Connecticut 

Valley and t h e  coast. Any sites from these periods a r e  likely to  be  eligible for 

nomination to  the  National Register. 



Native  P lace  Name Survivals in Cen t ra l  Massachusetts 

Many nat ive  place names were  recorded in ear ly  boundary and deed 
records,  or w e r e  reported in 17th and 18th century narra t ives ,  legislative 
grants ,  and official documents. Others  still  remain in common use. Lincoln 
Kinnicutt (1905) discussed over 140 nat ive  place names in t h e  region, compiled 
f rom a variety of primary and secondary sources. However, s o m e  caution is 
s t i l l  required in at tr ibuting nat ive  terms. John Eliot reputedly  named severa l  
o f  t h e  Christ ian Indian se t t lements ,  using na t ive  language place designations, 
and  s o m e  surviving place names may the re fore  re f l ec t  a peculiar amalgam of 
colonial intentions and na t ive  linguistics. In addition, n a t i v e  place  names have 
m o r e  recently been invented or assigned t o  give his tor ic  or romant ic  
associations t o  a particular location. Artificial bodies of wa te r  seem most 
susceptible t o  this subterfuge, a s  wi th  Lake Wampanoag in Ashburnham and 
Gardner,  and Wachusett Reservoir in Boylston, West Boylston, and Clinton. 
The  nat ive  appellation assigned t o  Quabbin Reservoir a t  l eas t  refers  t o  t h e  
valley flooded by i ts  waters. 

Asnebumskit A large  hill in Paxton and Holden (Kinnicutt 
1905: 10) 

C haubunagunga maug Lands around Dudley and Webster, now t h e  
large  pond in Webster also known as Webster 
Lake (Gookin 1792: 189) 

Hassanam isco Grafton,  l'signifies a place of small  stones" 
(Gookin 1792: 184) 

Nashaway 

Nauk eag 

Leominster, "the land be tween  t h e  rivers"; 
subsequently applied t o  t h e  Nashua River 
(Kinnicutt 1905: 2 9) 

Ashburnham area;  now t w o  ponds in t h e  town 
(Whitney 1793: 266)  

Nichewaug Land around Petersham (Whitney 1793: 2 15) 

Pa  ckachoag 

Pa yqua g e  

Podunk 

Quaboag 

Quinebaug 

Hill in southeast  Worcester and neighboring 
Auburn (Gookin 1792: 192) 

Land around t h e  Millers River, particularly in 
Athol (Whitney 1793: 246) 

A meadow adjoining Quaboag Pond in East 
Brook field (Temple 1887: 28) 

A large  pond and river in Bookfield (Temple 
1887: 23)  

A river in Sturbridge, Southbridge, and Dudley 
(Kinnicutt 1905: 4 1) 



Quinsigammond 

Tantiusque 

Uncachewalunk 

Wachusett 

Waeuntug 

Watatick 

Washakim 

Wickaboag 

A large  pond between Worcester and 
Shrewsbury, meaning "the pickerel fishing 
place" (Lincoln 1 837 : 2) 

Sturbridge area  (Chase 1901: 87) 

A large  pond in Lunenburg, now Whalom Pond 
(Whitney 1793: 149) 

A mountain in Princeton; originally signified a n  
area  near t h e  mountain (Kinnicutt 1905: 50) 

Land around Uxbridge (Gookin 1792: 194) 

A mountain in northeast Ashburnham (Kinnicutt 
1905: 53) 

Two large ponds in Sterling (Kinnicutt 1905: 54) 

A pond in West kookf ie ld  (Chase 190 1: 87) 



Contac t  and P l a n t a t i o n  Per iods S u r v i v a l s  (1550-1675) 

N a t i v e  C o l o n i a l  
A rchaeo log ica l  N a t i v e  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
P o t e n t i a l  P lace  Names P o t e n t i a l  

S t e r l  i n g  
Cl  i n t o n  
B e r l  i n  
Bol t o n  
Harvard 
Leominster  
Lunenburg 
P r i n c e t o n  

B r o o k f i e l d  
Warren 
N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d  
Eas t  B r o o k f i e l d  
New B r a i n t r e e  
S t u r b r i d g e  

Quinsigamond Core 
Worcester 
Holden 
Paxton 
L e i c e s t e r  
Auburn 
Mi 11 b u r y  

Ni;;;;oiore 

Mi 1  f o r d  
B l  ac kstone 
Hopedal e  
Gra f ton  
Nor thbr idge  
Uxbr idge 
Upton 
M i l l v i l l e  

9E%F 
Webster 
Dud1 ey  
Char1 t o n  
Southbr idge 
Doug1 as 
Su t ton  

P e r i p h e r y  Re la ted  t o  Squakeag 
A t h o l  ? 
Royal s t o n  ? 

P e r i p h e r y  Re la ted  t o  Assabet 
Northborough X 
Southborouah ? 

Other  P e r i p h e r y  
Ashburnham 
Ashby ? 



Contac t  and P l a n t a t i o n  Per iods S u r v i v a l s  (Cont inued)  

N a t i v e  C o l o n i a l  
A rchaeo log ica l  N a t i v e  Archaeo log ica l  
P o t e n t i a l  P lace  Names P o t e n t i a l  

Other  P e r i p h e r y  (Cont inued)  
B a r r e  ? 
Boy1 s t o n  ? X 
F i  t c h b u r g  ? X 
Gardner ? ? 
Hardwick X X 
Hubbardston ? X 
Oa kham ? 
P e t e r s  ham X X 
Phi  11 i p s t o n  ? 
Rut1 and X 
Shrewsbury ? 
Spencer ? 
Temp1 e t o n  ? 
Townsend ? 
West Boy ls ton  ? 
Westminster ? 
Winchendon ? 



Colonial  Period (1675- 1775) .................... 

Su m m a r y  Overview 

T h e  Colonial  period in C e n t r a l  Massachuset ts  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  t h e  

es tab l i shment  of permanent  colonial s e t t l e m e n t  in t h e  region. This s e t t l e m e n t  

progressed slowly across  t h e  s tudy unit,  moving genera l ly  f r o m  t h e  south  and 

eas t  t o  t h e  northwest .  Within each  town,  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of  long las t ing  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  residential ,  ins t i tu t ional ,  a s  well a s  economic ,  proceeded equally 

slowly. Communi t ies  cons t ruc t ed  cent ra l ly  l oca t ed  meetinghouses a s  t he i r  

pr imar  y public buildings, encouraged mil lers  t o  provide wa te rpower  ed sites f o r  

agr icu l tura l  processing, and occasionally cons t ruc t ed  schoolhouses. House- 

holds of f a r m  fami l ies  buil t  the i r  homes  and outbuildings on the i r  agr icu l tura l  

holdings, c r e a t i n g  a landscape of  dispersed farmsteads .  As t i m e  passed, older  

communi t ies  establ ished m o r e  diversif ied economies  and  f a r m e r s  and  mil lers  

w e r e  joined by  a r a n g e  o f  a r t i sans  a s  well a s  by  a n  increasing e l i t e  s t r a t a  o f  

justices, lawyers ,  and  doctors .  T h e  region's c o r e  communi t i e s  t h u s  displayed a 

landscape  of m o r e  c lus t e red  buildings a t  the i r  c iv ic  c e n t e r s ,  and a wider  r a n g e  

of housing types t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e i r  d iverse  residents .  

Survivals 

The  vas t  majori ty of  cu l tu ra l  f e a t u r e s  f rom th is  period no  longer survive. 

Residential a r c h i t e c t u r e  is overwhelmingly t h e  la rges t  ca t egory  o f  s tanding  

s t ruc tu re s .  Inst i tut ional  s t r u c t u r e s  and workplaces su rv ive  in fa r  sma l l e r  



examples. Landscape fea tures  a r e  known in many communities in t h e  form o f  

roadways,  field pat terns ,  burying grounds, and meetinghouse grounds. 

Changing uses over t ime ,  and infill from la ter  periods, h a v e  in many cases 

blurred or  destroyed t h e  landscape of dispersed farmsteads .  The continuing 

impor tance  of early c o r e  areas ,  as  well as t h e  la ter  emergence  of new c o r e  

a r e a s ,  h a v e  constantly reduced period survivals. Archaeological evidence 

remains  cr i t ica l  t o  a n  understanding of t h e  material  cu l tu re  of t h e  period. 

Therefore ,  Colonial period survivals fall into t h r e e  genera l  ca tegor ies  (see 

char t  ): 

I.  Archaeological potential  is high a t  s i tes  of period residences,  
meetinghouses, garrisons, schools, and agricultural  processing 
plants. Potential  is also high around standing period s t ructures .  

2. Landscape fea tu res  include period field patterns,  roads,  burial  
grounds, training fields, fort if ications,  and meetinghouse sites. 

3. Rural landscapes consist o f  period fa rm complexes (dwelling 
house and outbuildings, fields, and walls) o r  clusters of period houses 
in a low density set t ing.  

S t a t e  of Inventory 

In most communities,  surviving colonial s t ructures ,  overwhelmingly 

dwellings, a r e  known, and where  ;rlventory exists  a r e  included in i t .  

Institutional buildings too  a r e  generally well known. The largest  gaps in t h e  

inventory a r e  s t ruc tu res  re la ted  t o  t h e  economic functioning of t h e  

communities,  a n  omission t h a t  character izes  all towns and all periods. Period 

s t ruc tu res  t h a t  a r e  serving new purposes, or h a v e  been extensively a l tered,  a r e  

o f t e n  overlooked. The low survival r a t e  of period s t ruc tu res  accen tua tes  t h e  

absence of t h e  sys temat ic  consideration o f  archaeological s i tes  and potential  

in local survey. A number of towns with significant  period survivals and 

archaeological potential have  l i t t l e  or no inventory information of any kind. 



Speci f ic  Recommendat ions  

1. Encourage  s y s t e m a t i c  survey  for  q e r i o d  a r c h a e o l o ~ i c a l  resources  and  ------ -- ----------- ---- ------------ -------------- 

rov ide  e x p e r t  a d v i c e  where  a p p r o p i a t e .  E--------------------- - ---- 

Local  historical  commissions a r e  encouraged to include archaeologica l  

s i t e s ,  a s  well as s tanding  s t ruc tu re s ,  in the i r  t own  surveys o f  cu l tu ra l  

r e sources .  T h e  vas t  major i ty  of period resources  surv ive  only a s  

a rchaeologica l  s i tes ,  and s o m e  key e l emen t s  (milling, f a r m  layout ,  f o r  

example )  c a n  only b e  studied in this  way. Examination of s econda ry  sou rces  

will  a l low comple t ion  of  s i t e  fo rms  and maps  o f  a r e a s  o f  high potential .  In 

towns  with high potent ia l  and l i t t l e  l a t e r  d is turbance ,  l oca l  e f f o r t s  should b e  

a u g m e n t e d  by professional assis tance.  

2. C o m p l e t e  inventory  o f g e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  and  l a n d s c ~ a e  fea tures .  --- ----------A- .................... -------- 

Many towns  with s ignif icant  period roles and r e sources  h a v e  not  y e t  

c o m p l e t e d  the i r  inventories. Communi t ies  within period co res  with l i t t l e  o r  

i ncomple t e  inventory include: in t h e  Lancas ter  co re ,  Bolton and Harvard;  in 

t h e  Brookfield co re ,  Brookfield and Eas t  €kookfield; in t h e  Mendon c o r e ,  

Mendon, Blackstone and Millville; a s  well a s  Sutton. Local co res  not  

c o m p l e t i n g  survey  include: Hardwick,  Leices ter ,  Shrewsbury, Southborough, 

and Westborough. At leas t  f i f t een  o t h e r  towns  loca t ed  in period peripheries  

h a v e  l i t t l e  o r  no survey. 

3. Encourage  fu r the r  analysis of g e r i o d  resources  identif ied in comple t ed  ------ ---------------- .......................... --- 

surveys.  ----- 

Colonial  period resources  surv ive  in small  numbers ,  and  the i r  r a r i t y  

d e m a n d s  c lose  considerat ion of t hose  t h a t  remain. Descript ions of t h e  



resources should include a c c u r a t e  construction date ,  materials ,  and 

construction methods, form,  ornament ,  and dimensions. In addition, l a te r  

changes should b e  documented. For residences, t h e  most common resource,  

th i s  description will include size, s t ructure ,  floor plans, additions and other  

changes t o  t h e  original house. This will allow t h e  identification of surviving 

house types ,  thei r  enumeration and location, and when combined with other 

surveys provide an understanding of regional patterns and t h e  sequence  o f  

development necessary t o  management. 

4. Assist local  ef for ts  a t  identifying and analyzine resources with expert  _-_-___--------------- -- ------- -- ----------_______ 
advice. ---- 

The MHC encourages towns t o  fund both professional surveys and 

preparation of National Register nominations for significant resources, 

including: f irst  period residences, l a t e r  residences with period in tegr i ty  of 

s t r u c t u r e  or sett ing,  c lus ters  of period s t ructures  in period sett ings,  surviving 

period institutional s t ruc tu res  (including meetinghouses and schools) and  in 

part icular,  s i tes  or s t ruc tu res  re la ted t o  t h e  region's agricultural e c o n o v y  

( farm buildings, mill s i t e s )  a s  well a s  commerce  and t r a d e  (taverns, markets ,  

stores). 



Colonial Period Survivals (1675-1775) 

Archaeological Landscape Rural 
Potential  Features Landscapes 

Lancaster Core 
-Ber l in  
Bol ton 
Cl inton 
Harvard 
Lancaster 
S te r l ing  

Worcester Core 

Sutton Core 
Sutton 
Mi 11 bury 
Auburn 

Mendon Core 
Blac kstone 
Hopedale 
Mendon 
Mi 1 ford 
Mi l lv i l l e  

Brookf i e l  d Core 
West Brookfield 
Brookfield 
East Brookfield 
North Brookfield 
Warren 

Local Cores 
Hardwi ck 
Leicester  
Princeton 
Shrewsbury 
Southborough 
Westborough 

Peripheral Towns 
Ashburnham 
Ashby 
Athol 
Barre 
Boy1 ston 
Char1 ton 
Doug1 a s  
Dud1 ey 
Fi tchburg 
Gardner 
Graf ton 
Hol den 
Hubbardston 
Leominster 
Lunenburg 
New Braintree 
Northborough 
Northbridge 
Oakham 
Oxford 
Paxton 
Peters ham 
Phil 1 ipston 
Royal ston 



Colonial Period Survivals (Continued) 

Archaeological Landscape Rural 
Potential  Features Landscapes 

Peripheral Towns (Continued) 
Rutland ? X X 
Southbridge 
Spencer ? X 
Sturbridge X ? ? 
Temp1 eton ? ? 
Townsend X X 
Upton ? ? 

Z 
? 

Uxbridge ? ? X 
Webster 
West Boylston 
Westminster X X X 
Winchendon ? X X 



Federal  Period (1775-1830) ------------------- 

Summary Overview 

The  Federal  period saw an intensif ication of agricultural  ac t iv i ty  in 

Cen t ra l  Massachusetts, a s  d is t r ic ts  and neighborhoods of dispersed farmsteads  

remained t h e  predominant se t t l ement  form. Transportat ion improvements 

included turnpike construction and t h e  opening of t h e  Blackstone Canal.  

Specialized manufacturing, part icularly of  t ex t i l e ,  was  ini t iated,  and by 

period's end had become widespread. Regional economic growth meant 

g r e a t e r  prosperity, and genera ted t h e  emergence  of local  e l i t e  populations, a s  

well as  a growing class of fac tory  opera t ives  and laborers. Economic 

development also s t imulated t h e  convergence of se t t l ement  in a variety of 

vil lage types. Meetinghouse cen te r s  grew into c iv ic  and commercia l  nodes, 

turnpike-oriented hamlets emerged,  and special ized industrial villages w e r e  

built. Social diversity continued a s  a l t e rna t ive  and nonconformist religious 

groups formed and flourished in both c e n t r a l  and peripheral locations. 

Survivals 

A wide range of cul tura l  f ea tu res  survive  f rom t h e  Federal  period in 

Cen t ra l  Massachusetts. Compared with t h e  Colonial period, a considerably 

larger number and var ie ty  o f  building and s t r u c t u r e  types  w e r e  generated.  A 

number of dist inctive se t t l ement  c lus ters  also survive, including meetinghouse 

cen te r s ,  turnpike hamlets,  and industrial  villages, although all have been 

a l t e red  by a t t r i t ion  and subsequent development. Single-family houses a r e  t h e  



most  common  and widespread surviving componen t  f rom t h e  Federal  period. 

Inst i tut ional  buildings such a s  churches  and  schools  a l so  su rv ive  in a number of  

communit ies .  Workplaces a l so  r ema in  f r o m  t h e  period, including fields, barns ,  

s t o r e s ,  shops,  a n d  fac tor ies .  F ragmen t s  of period roads  and  turnpikes survive,  

a s  wel l  as s e g m e n t s  of t h e  Blackstone Canal .  Other  landscape  f e a t u r e s  such  a s  

f ield pa t t e rns ,  c e m e t e r i e s ,  and  town commons  a r e  discernable.  Archaeological  

s i t e s  a r e  numerous and widespread,  and include dozens  of  s aw and gris t  mill  

s i t e s ,  as well a s  t h e  remains  of a va r i e ty  of  e a r l y  manufac tu r ing  faci l i t ies .  

F ive  major  c lus ters  h a v e  b e e n  identif ied for  t h e  Federa l  period in t h e  

C e n t r a l  Massachuset ts  study uni t  (see chart) :  

I. Archaeological  potential  is high a t  s i t e s  of  period res idences  and  
inst i tut ional  buildings, abandoned town  cen te r s ,  a n d  s i t e s  of wa te rpowered  
agr icul tura l  processing and manufacturing.  Impor tant  archaeological  
potent ia l  is a l so  high around s t and ing  period s t r u c t u r e s .  

2. Rural  landscapes include period f a r m s t e a d s  (a complex  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  
with appropr i a t e  roads,  f e n c e s ,  a n d  f ields)  c l u s t e r e d  in a low dens i ty  
s e t t i ng ,  a s  well a s  inst i tut ional  buildings (poor f a r m s ,  schoolhouses, 
meetinghouses). 

3. Turnpike villages a r e  composed o f  a c lus t e r  of period houses t h a t  a r e  
set along a turnpike  or around a crossroads and o f t e n  include a t ave rn ,  
s t o r e ,  shop, school ,  o r  meetinghouse.  

4. Fac to ry  villages a r e  composed of  a c l u s t e r  of period houses and 
associa ted  inst i tut ional  buildings set in c lose  proximity to a period mill or  
f a c t o r y  complex. 

5. Town s t r ee t scapes  include res ident ia l  and c o m m e r c i a l  buildings in a 
medium dens i ty  se t t ing .  T h e s e  o c c u r  in t h e  vicini ty o f  a meet inghouse  o r  
t o w n  hall,  a common  or  burying ground,  a n d  s e r v e  a s  t h e  town 's  c iv i c  
focus. 

S t a t e  of Inventory 

Re la t ive  t o  o t h e r  periods, a high proport ion o f  Federa l  period s t ruc tu re s  

a r e  identif ied in local  inventories. This h a s  o c c u r r e d  la rge ly  a s  a resul t  o f  a 

l ong  establ ished i n t e r e s t  in period a r c h i t e c t u r  a1 s ty les  a s  well a s  h is tor ica l  



associations f rom t h e  period. Single-family residences a r e  t h e  most: widely 

recorded fea tu res  of t h e  period, followed by institutional buildings, and  s i t e s  

such a s  town commons and cemeteries.  Inventory of functional s t ruc tu res  and 

industry-related buildings is less complete. While an  Old Sturbridge Village 

regional survey of barns has  been compiled, no towns have systemat ical ly  

inventoried thei r  surviving period outbuildings. Similarly, f e w  towns h a v e  

surveyed thei r  surviving period archaeological si tes,  although a reconnaissance 

survey of t h e  Blackstone Canal  route  has  been completed. A number of towns 

with significant period survivals have l i t t l e  or  no inventory information. In 

general ,  where  local inventories do exist, town cen te r s  a r e  b e t t e r  covered than  

dispersed farmsteads ,  secondary outlying hamlets,  and industry-r e la ted 

features.  

Specific Recommendations 

I .  C o m ~ l e t e  inventory of town center areas. -- .......................... 

Surviving ear ly  19th century cen t ra l  village a reas  h a v e  tradit ionally 

received high priority in regional preservation activities. However, a number 

of towns in t h e  study unit with significant Federal  period components h a v e  

l i t t l e  or  no inventory information. Completion of survey of residential  and 

nonresidential s t ructures ,  s i t e s ,  and landscape features  is a t o p  priority, 

followed by nomination of National Register eligible districts. The  need is 

particularly high in t h e  eas tern  half of t h e  study unit, where  pressures for 

residential  and commercial  development a r e  highest. Survey should b e  

encouraged in: Graf ton,  Hardwick, Douglas, Sutton, Bolton, Lunenburg, Ashby, 

Phillipston, Harvard, Hubbardston, Leicester, Upton and Brookfield. 



2. Improve National Register  d i s t r i c t i n ~ o f  secondary  centers .  -- ---------- -------- ------ 

T h e  focus of  managemen t  of  period resources  h a s  been r e s t r i c t ed  t o  

c e n t r a l  villages in many towns. Secondary  s e t t l e m e n t  c lus ters  h a v e  genera l ly  

r ece ived  f a r  less s y s t e m a t i c  a t t en t ion .  Inventory of loca l  turnpike ,  

meetinghouse,  and manufac tur ing  c e n t e r s  i s  requi red  a s  pa r t  of  comprehens ive  

communi ty  surveys. Nomination o f  National  Register  el igible d is t r ic t s  should 

b e  a t o p  priority. 

3. Improve inventory of ru ra l  resources .  -- --------- ------------- 

Identif icat ion of  dispersed f a r m s t e a d  a r e a s  with s ignif icant  Fede ra l  period 

s t r u c t u r e s  and components  h a s  not  occu r red  in t h e  region. Sys t ema t i c  su rvey  

of barns ,  outbuildings, and  o t h e r  nonresidential  f e a t u r e s  should b e  included in 

comprehens ive  local  inventories. P r o t e c t i o n  of  surviving rura l  d is t r ic t s  should 

b e  a high priority, par t icu lar ly  in t h e  east .  Surveys should include 

archaeological  resources  such  a s  ce l l a r  holes,  shop and c r a f t  s i tes ,  and dams. 

4. Establish comple t e  regional  inventory  of  and  evaluat ion c r i t e r i a  for  
------Av-- ------ ---------- ......................... 

surv iv inqs tanding  s t ruc tu re s .  ------ ----- -------- 

The  survival r a t e  of Feder  a1 period s t r u c t u r e s ,  whi le  probably higher t han  

t h a t  fo r  Colonial s t ruc tu re s ,  is s t i l l  v e r y  low. Inventory information in many 

communit ies  with surviving concen t r a t ion  is minimal or  nonexistent.  

Identif icat ion of  al l  e x t a n t  period s t r u c t u r e s  should b e  a high priority. MHC 

will pursue all ava i lab le  l oca l  and regional  managemen t  s t r a t eg ie s  t o  

encourage  professional survey,  and develop  f o r m a l  and functional  eva lua t ive  

c r  i ter  ia . 



Federa l  P e r i o d  S u r v i v a l s  ( 1775-1830) 

Archaeo log ica l  Rura l  Turnp ike  F a c t o r y  Town 
P o t e n t i a l  Landscapes V i l l a g e s  V i l l a g e s  S t ree tscapes  

Worcester  Core 
Worcester X 

Lancas te r  Core 
Lancas te r  
S t e r l  i n a  
~ a r v a r d "  X 
Bol t o n  ? 
B e r l i n  ? 
Leominster  X 
C l i n t o n  ? 

B r o o k f  i e l  d Core 
B r o o k f l e l d  
West B r o o k f i e l d  ? 
N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d  ? 
Warren ? 
Eas t  B r o o k f i e l d  X 

Su t ton  Core 
S u t t o n  
Mi  11 b u r y  

Mendon Core 
Mendon ? 
Blackstone X 
M i l l v i l l e  X 
Mi 1 f o r d  ? 
Hopedale 

U ~ ~ w i I y ; ~ ~ o r e  

N o r t h b r i d g e  

Ox fo rd  Core 
Oxford X 
Dud1 ey X 
Webster X 

B a r r e  Core 
B a r r e  X X 

Loca l  Cores 
Shrewsbury 
Northborouah 
~ e s t b o r o u ~ f i  
Southborough 
G r a f t o n  
L e i  c e s t e r  
S t u r b r i d g e  
Westminster 
Temp1 e t o n  
Hardwi ck  
Royal s t o n  
A t h o l  
Winchendon 
F i  t c h b u r g  
Townsend 
Hol den 
Southbr idge 



Federal Period Survivals (Continued) 

Archaeological Rural Turnpike Factory Town 
Potential  Landscapes Vi 11 ages Villages Streetscapes 

Peripheral  Towns 
Upton 
Douglas 
Char1 ton 
Auburn 
Spencer 
Paxton 
Oak ham 
New Braint ree  
Princeton 
Rutland 
Hubbardston 
Petersham 
Ph i l l ip s ton  
Gardner 
Lunenburg 
Ashby 
West Boylston 
Boy1 s ton 
Ashburnham 



Early Industr ial  Period (1 830- 1870) -- ...................... 

Summary  Overview 

T h e  Early Industrial period s a w  t h e  growth  and  sp read  of diversif ied 

manufac tur ing  in C e n t r a l  Massachuset ts ,  and t h e  r i s e  o f  urban industrial 

c e n t e r s  and f a c t o r y  villages as t h e  p r imary  s e t t l e m e n t  forms.  While 

ag r i cu l tu re  remained impor t an t ,  r u r a l  l i f e  was  t r ans fo rmed  by t h e  aban- 

donment  of  marginal  f a rmlands  and a t r e n d  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  commerc ia l  

special izat ion.  Railroad s e r v i c e  was  establ ished through much of t h e  region,  

s t imu la t ing  economic development  a long i t s  path. Concen t r a t ed  industr ial  

growth a t t r a c t e d  a n  expanding wage-earning population, increasingly 

diversif ied by  Irish and Canad ian  immigrants  who brought  Roman Ca tho l i c i sm 

with them.  T h e  growing middle  class  took par t  in an  ar ray  of  evangelical,  

utopian,  and  r e f o r m  movements.  Urban growth  included t h e  r i s e  of downtown 

dis t r ic t s ,  large-scale industrial complexes ,  high-income residential  a reas ,  and  

wor k i n g c l a s s  neighbor hoods. 

Survivals 

A l a rge  number of new c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  w e r e  gene ra t ed  by  t h e  economic  

development  and population growth  t h a t  took p lace  during t h e  Early Industrial 

period in C e n t r a l  Massachuset ts .  Again, compared  to earl ier  periods, a 

g rea t e r  diversity of m o r e  spec ia l ized  building types  appeared .  T h e  period saw 

t h e  growth  of urban c e n t e r s  and  industr ial  villages, w h e r e  t h e  major i ty  of  

period s t ruc tu re s  w e r e  concen t r a t ed .  Componen t s  and d is t r ic t s  within t h e s e  



s e t t l e m e n t  forms have  survived subsequent development, although losses h a v e  

been extremely high in cen t ra l  urban areas. As in o ther  historic periods, 

residential  buildings a r e  t h e  most common Early Industrial survival category.  

Within this class, a greater  proportion of middle- and high-income, 

single-family residences survive than do multifamily and working-class 

dwellings. In urban a reas  and larger town centers ,  residential  s t r e e t s  and 

dis t r ic ts  also survive, a s  do clusters of company-built dwellings in fac to ry  

villages. Institutional buildings, such as churches and schools, also survive in a 

var ie ty  of contexts. A larger number of commercial  and industrial s t ruc tu res  

survive than  from t h e  Federal  period, although t h e  a t t r i t ion  r a t e  for t h e s e  

buildings has  been high. Few of t h e  many smaller period workshops survive. A 

small number of buildings and structures associated with period railroad 

development a lso  remain. Many established town centers  continued t o  grow in 

t h e  mid 19th century,  and a number of these ,  with significant period 

components, survive largely intact. In rural  areas ,  dispersed period farmsteads  

a lso  remain,  with a greater  proportion of surviving outbuildings than from 

earl ier  periods. 

There  a r e  six classes of survivals for t h e  Early Industrial period (see 

char t  ): 

1. Archaeological potential  is high a t  si tes of period residences and 
institutional s t ructures ,  art isan shops, industrial complexes, a s  well as t h e  
Blackstone Canal. Potential  is also high around period standing s t ructures .  

2. Rural landscapes include period farmsteads  and associated institutional 
s t ructures  in a low density rura l  setting. 

3. Village s t reetscapes  a r e  groups o f  period houses and associated 
institutional and commercia l  structures.  

4. Industrial complexes include factories and associated period s t ruc tu res  
and housing, a s  isolated villages or within urban places. 



5. Town s t r ee t scapes  a r e  medium densi ty c lus t e r s  of  res ident ia l ,  
commerc ia l ,  and inst i tut ional  s t ruc tu re s  serv ing  a s  t h e  municipal  and 
c o m m e r c i a l  cen te r .  

6. Urban places a r e  re la t ive ly  large-scale c e n t e r s  of mixed c o m m e r c i a l  
and manufac tur ing  ac t iv i ty .  They conta in  high densi ty c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  
d i s t i nc t  res ident ia l  neighborhoods, and  industr ial  and ins t i tu t ional  f r i nge  
zones  along t h e  radia t ing  rail  corridors. 

S t a t e  of Inventory  

Ident i f ica t ion  of period s t ruc tu re s  varies  considerably a v o n g  t h e  s tudy 

unit ' s  towns. In urban a reas ,  exist ing inventories  focus  on s ty l i sh  middle- and 

high-income residences and residential  areas;  downtown c o m m e r c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s ;  educat ional ,  c ivic,  and religious buildings; and ma jo r  surviving 

f a c t o r i e s  and  mills. Relat ively l i t t l e  urban survey  h a s  been c o m p l e t e d  on m o r e  

modes t ,  e thn ic ,  and working-class residences and  res ident ia l  a reas .  Very l i t t l e  

h a s  been comple t ed  on surviving engineering s t ruc tu re s  o r  indus t r ia l  

a rchaeology si tes .  h t s i d e  t h e  c i t ies ,  inventory of period s t r u c t u r e s  focuses  

pr imar i ly  on post-1830 components  of town c e n t e r s  (civic, ins t i tu t ional ,  

commerc ia l ,  residential) ,  with a secondary concern  for  ma jo r  surviving 

indus t r ia l  complexes.  Considerably less  information has  been  g a t h e r e d  on mill 

vi l lages,  or company-owned mult ifamily housing. Several  i m p o r t a n t  period 

indus t r ia l  c e n t e r s  remain  unsurveyed. T h e  study unit 's ru ra l  towns  genera l ly  

h a v e  e x t r e m e l y  l imi ted  o r  nonexistent  post-1830 survey. No loca l  inventor ies  

sys t ema t i ca l ly  consider  surviving f a r m  complexes with s igni f icant  mid-19th 

cen tu ry  nonresidential  components ,  Local surveys  rare ly  inc lude  s i t e s  o f  

f o r m e r  waterpowered  manufac tur ing  si tes .  Many easi ly ident i f iab le  d a m s  and 

foundat ions  a r e  n o t  listed. 



Specific Recommendations 

I .  Improve inventory of urban c o r e  residential  districts. -- --------- 

While period survey information on t h e  s tudy unit's urban cen te r s  has  

continued t o  expand and improve, coverage of pre-1870 ethnic and 

working-class residential d is t r ic ts  remains  inadequate. Significant single- and 

multifamily residences remain unidentif ied and l i t t l e  a t t e m p t  has  been made 

to understand either building form and floor plan or neighborhood and 

community structure.  Local recognition of t h e  historic importance of this 

ca tegory of building t y p e  remains  low. Identification of survivals of t h e  

regions early ethnic concentrations of Irish and French Canadian immigrants is 

particularly important. High r a t e s  of a t t r i t ion  h a v e  resulted from subsequent 

development and urban renewal,  and t h e  largely wood-frame housing stock 

t h a t  remains faces continued t h r e a t s  from deterioration, arson, and 

inappropriate renovations such a s  siding. Professional survey of t h e s e  

resources is encouraged, part icularly in Worcester, F i t c b u r g ,  and Milford, as 

well a s  Clinton, Blackstone, Southbr idge, and  Webster . Nomination of 

National Register eligible properties and distr icts  from this class of resources 

will b e  a priority. 

2. Improve inventory of fac to ry  villages. -- --------- ------- ---- - 

The fac to ry  village was t h e  prevailing fo rm of industrial organization 

outside t h e  regional urban cores. While s o m e  o f  t h e s e  a r e  documented in 

MHC's inventory files, many more  a r e  not. Priority will b e  given t o  

completion of local surveys t h a t  include period industrial complexes, and 

associated residential, inst i tutional and commercia l  structures.  All these  

s t ruc tu res  continue t o  f a c e  th rea t s  from deterioration,  abandonment, or 



renovation. The need for professional survey is most cr i t ica l  in Millville, 

Hopedale, Sutton, Hardwick, Grafton, and Douglas. Coverage remains 

inadequate or nonexistent in a number o f  o the r  towns. Nomination of National 

Register eligible distr icts  will b e  a high priority. 

3. Cont inue survey and registrat ion in surviving town centers .  ---------- ----- -------------- ---------- 
While a number of t h e  study unit's Early Industrial period town cen te r s  

a r e  l isted on t h e  National Register, several  remain undocumented. Survey 

information on others  is incomplete. Establishment of comprehensive survey 

information is a particularly cr i t ica l  need in t h e  east ,  where  historic centra l  

villages f a c e  growing pressures for commercial  and residential  development. 

Towns requiring survey in t h e  eas t  include Gra fton, Bolton, Lunenburg and 

Mendon. Towns in t h e  west with undocumented cen te r s  include Hardwick, 

Ekookfield, and Phillipston. MHC encourages inventory upgrading and 

establishment of distr icts  a s  par t  of a comprehensive local preservation 

planning process. 

4. Imp-ove inventory of rural  s t ructures  and districts. -- --------- ....................... 

Early Industrial period rural  residences and a reas  a r e  far  less 

sys temat ical ly  inventoried than those  of earlier periods. Infor mation on 

nonresidential s t ruc tu res  remains minimal t o  nonexistent. Towns a r e  

encouraged t o  include dispersed, rural  resources in comprehensive local 

surveys. Identification and protection of surviving rural  distr icts  should b e  a 

priority, particularly in t h e  eas t ,  where residential and industrial development 

pressures a r e  highest. 



E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  S u r v i v a l s  (1830-1870) 

Archaeo log ica l  Rura l  V i l l a g e  I n d u s t r i a l  Town Urban 
P o t e n t i a l  Landscapes S t ree tscapes  Complexes Streetscapes Places 

Worcester  Regional Core 
Worcester  X 
L e i c e s t e r  X X X 
Auburn X ? ? 
Ho l  den X ? ? 
West Boy1 s t o n  ? ? 
Shrewsbury X ? X 

B lacks tone  V a l l e y  Regional Core 
S u t t o n  X X X 
G r a f t o n  X X X 
N o r t h b r i  dge X X 
Uxbr idge  X X X 
M i l l v i l l e  X ? X 
B l a c k s t o n e  X ? X 
Douglas X ? 
Mi 11 b u r y  X ? X 

F i  t c h b u r g  Regional  Core 
F i  t c h b u r q  X 
Leomi n s t e r  
Westminster  

Mi 1  f o r d  Reqional  Core 
Ml 1 f o r d  
Hopedal e  

Webster Regional  Core 
Webster 
Dudley 

Loca l  Cores 
Cl I n t o n  
Nor thborough 
Westborough 
Southborough 
Sou thbr idge  
Spencer 
N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d  
Warren 
B a r r e  
Hardwick 
Petersham 
A t h o l  
Templeton 
Gardner 
Winchendon 
Ashburnham 
Townsend 

Rura l  P e r i p h e r y  
Upton 
Mendon 
Char1 t o n  
S t u r b r i d g e  
West B r o o k f i e l d  
B r o o k f i e l d  
E a s t  B r o o k f  i e l d  
New B r a i n t r e e  
Oa kham 
Paxton 
R u t l a n d  



Early Indus t r i a l  Period Survivals (Continued) 

Archaeological Rural Village Indus t r i a l  Town Urban 
Potential  Landscapes Streetscapes Complexes St ree tscapes  Places 

Rural Periphery (Continued) 
Hubbardston X 
Princeton X 
S t e r l  i  ng X 
Boy1 s ton ? 
Berlin ? 
Bol ton ? 
Harvard X 
Lancaster X 
Lunenburg ? 
Ashby X 
Phi l l ip s ton  X 
Royal s ton X 



L a t e  Industrial Period (1870- 19 15) ........................ 

Su ~ m a r  y Overview 

T h e  Late Industrial period saw continued urban industrial development in 

C e n t r a l  Massachusetts, a s  growth in manufacturing drew an  increasingly 

diverse,  e thnic  population into t h e  study unit's ci t ies,  towns,  and  fac to ry  

villages. Rural agricultural  abandonment continued; however,  recreat ional  and 

insti tutional use of t h e  countryside expanded. Cen t ra l  business distr icts  grew 

horizontally and vert ically,  while t h e  introduction of e lec t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  se rv ice  

allowed significant extension of urban a reas  and t h e  creat ion of new suburbs, 

a s  outlying residential neighborhoods were  added. Population growth and 

diversification led t o  a proliferation of religious and secular institutions t h a t  

served t h e  established nat ive  e l i t e  and middle class, as well a s  t h e  new, 

concentra ted immigrant communities. 

Survivals 

More s t ructures  survive f rom t h e  Late  Industrial period in C e n t r a l  

Massachusetts than from any o ther  historic period, and t h e  number of survivals 

m a y  b e  g rea te r  than t h e  t o t a l  from all o ther  periods combined. With 

continued urban industrial growth, t h e  variety o f  s t r u c t u r e  types continued t o  

increase,  and t h e  sca le  of building s i z e  grew dramatically. The majority of 

period s t ruc tu res  were  located in t h e  study unit's urban areas ,  where distr icts  

and many major components have survived. Outside t h e  c i t i e s ,  most period 

survivals a r e  concentra ted in t h e  region's industrial villages, but  



significant rura l  survivals a lso  remain. As in o ther  historic periods, residential  

buildings a r e  t h e  most common L a t e  Industrial survival category.  Within this 

class, t h e  greates t  group of survivals a r e  multifamily residences, with t h e  

three-decker  probably t h e  most common type. Despite high ra tes  of a t t r i t ion ,  

a wide range of multifamily dwellings survives, from multistory, urban 

apar tment  blocks t o  company-owned worker duplexes. Large numbers of 

single-family residences also survive, and a proportion of t h e s e  a r e  high-style 

examples. Relatively extensive residential distr icts  also survive, including 

inner-city neighborhoods, s t r e e t c a r  suburbs, and company-built housing 

clusters. A wide range of period commercial  buildings also remain from t h e  

period, from t h e  landmark, ten-story business blocks of downtown Worcester 

t o  t h e  many small, neighborhood grocery stores. Significant c lus ters  of 

multistory blocks remain in several  centra l  business districts. Civic and 

institutional buildings also survive, including schools, religious edifices, police 

and f i re  stat ions,  meet ing halls, c i ty  and town halls, hospitals, and colleges. 

Parks  and cemeter ies  also remain. The number of industrial survivals from 

this period is also high, and includes many major building clusters,  f ac to ry  

distr icts ,  and industrial villages. Many period railroad stat ions,  freight 

facilities, and engineering features  also survive. Rural survivals include 

upland resor t  es ta tes ,  s t a t e  institutional complexes, reservoir  components, 

camp meeting grounds, and period farmsteads  and fa rm s t ructures .  

There  a r e  seven categories of Late  Industrial period survivals in t h e  

Centra l  Massachusetts s tudy unit (see chart): 

I .  Archaeological potential  is high a t  si tes of period residences, 
institutional s t ructures ,  and industrial complexes. Potent ia l  is a lso  high 
around period standing s t ructures .  



2. Rura l  landscapes a r e  period f a rms teads  and associa ted  ins t i tu t ional  
s t r u c t u r e s  in a low dens i ty  r u r a l  set t ing.  

3. Recrea t iona l  landscapes a r e  medium to  high densi ty c lus ters ,  including 
r e s o r t  ho te l s  and homes ,  lakes ide  c o t t a g e s ,  c a m p  mee t ing  grounds,  a n d  
a m u s e m e n t  parks. 

4. Industr ial  villages inc lude  f ac to r i e s  and associa ted  s t r u c t u r e s  and  
housing. 

5. Town s t r e e t s c a p e s  a r e  medium densi ty c lus t e r s  of res ident ia l ,  
commerc ia l ,  and industr ial  s t r u c t u r e s  serv ing  a s  t h e  municipal  and  
corn merc i a l  cen te r .  

6 .  Urban places a r e  large-scale c e n t e r s  of mixed c o m m e r c i a l  and  
manufac tu r ing  ac t iv i ty .  They conta in  high densi ty c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t s  wi th  
mul t i s to ry  commerc ia l ,  inst i tut ional ,  and  c iv i c  buildings. They a lso  
inc lude  single- and mul t i fami ly  res ident ia l  neighborhoods and s t r e e t c a r  
suburbs.  Industr ial  and  ins t i tu t ional  f r inge  zones e x t e n d  a long r ad ia t ing  
ra i l  corr idors .  

7. S t r e e t c a r  res ident ia l  development  consists  of m medium dens i ty  , I' lnear  
housing a long a s t r e e t  rai lway o r  t ro l ley  line. 

S t a t e  of Inventory  

Most period inventory  focuses  on s t ruc tu re s  in t h e  region's urban  cores .  

Within t h e  c i t ies ,  re la t ive ly  high quali ty informat ion  is avai lable on  t h e  

fol lowing building types  and  areas:  high-style residences and  d i s t r i c t s ,  

commerc ia l  blocks in c e n t r a l  business distr icts ,  c iv ic  s t r u c t u r e s  and  schools ,  

landmark  churches ,  a n d  major  19th cen tu ry  industr ial  buildings. A m u c h  lower 

proport ion o f  t h e  less- than-monumental ,  nonresidential  s t r u c t u r e s  h a s  b e e n  

documented .  T h e  mass of t h e  period's building stock--representat ive,  

mult i family dwellings of t h e  inner-ci ty residential  neighborhoods and s t r e e t c a r  

suburbs--has rece ived  l i t t l e  s y s t e m a t i c  survey. Except for  r ecen t  e f f o r t s  in 

Worcester ,  l i t t l e  o r  no informat ion  has  been  col lec ted  on three-deckers ,  or o n  

s t r u c t u r e s  and d is t r ic t s  s igni f icant  t o  period e thn ic  communi t ies .  L i t t l e  

survey  h a s  been  d o n e  o f  ea r ly  20th century  industrial s t ruc tures .  a t s i d e  t h e  

urban a r e a s ,  inventory  in for  mation primarily notes  c e n t r a l  civic,  rel igious,  and  



commercia l  buildings in town centers ,  and high-style residences. Much less 

information exists on nonurban industrial buildings and on multifamily 

housing. Significant factory village dis t r ic ts  also remain undocumented. 

Surviving rural  building forms have  received negligible a t tent ion.  Inventory on 

period agricultural ,  recreational,  and institutional features  or landscapes is 

minimal. Infor mation on period archaeological  s i t e s  or  s i t e  potential  has not 

been collected. 

Specific Recommendations 

1. Improve inventory of urban c o r e  residential  districts. -- --------- ......................... 
Significant com ponents of t h e  period residential  building fabr ic  of t h e  

study units urban cores remain undocumented. These include single- and 

multifamily, inner ci ty ethnic neighborhoods, a s  well as urban and suburban 

s t r e e t c a r  residential areas. While a survey of Worcester 's three-deckers has 

been completed, no similar studies have  been  conducted for Fitchburg, 

Southbr idge or Gardner to  deter  mine local  variations. Outside three-deckers 

and brick apar tment  blocks, information on period multifamily housing is 

negligible. Period urban residential s t ruc tu res  continue t o  face  th rea t s  from 

abandonment, arson, and redevelopment. Professional survey is encouraged t o  

expand coverage in Worcester, Fitchburg, Leominster, and Gardner, a s  well a s  

Southbridge, Milford, Clinton, Webster and Athol. Completion of National 

Register nominations for Worcester t h r e e d e c k e r s  is a priority. 

2. Improve inventory of urban nonresidential s t ructures .  ...................................... 

While cen t ra l  commercial  and civic d is t r ic ts  and major 19th century 

industrial complexes a r e  generally well identified in t h e  study unit's urban 



cores,  o the r  period nonresidential s t ruc tu res  remain t o  b e  systematically 

inventoried. These include many modest, noncentral ,  neighborhood-oriented 

commercial ,  social and religious structures.  Early 20th century industrial 

s t ruc tu res  and complexes have  also received less a t tent ion than  their  19th 

century counterparts. Continued professional survey is encouraged. Identi- 

fication and nomination of eligible National Register districts including both 

residential  and nonresidential components is a priority. 

3. I m ~ r o v e  inventory of factory  villages. -- --------- ------- ---- - 
As in t h e  Early Industrial period, t h e  fac to ry  village remained an  

important form of industrial organization outside t h e  urban centers.  

Documentation of period developments of this se t t l ement  form is negligible. 

Major surviving complexes, including associated residential  and nonresidential 

s t ructures  should b e  surveyed in Graf ton ,  South Barre, Gilbertville (Hardwick), 

Hopedale, Oxford, and Charlton. Numerous smaller concentrations survive and 

need t o  b e  identified in comprehensive local surveys. Nomination of eligible 

National Register districts is a priority. 

4. Improve inventory of rural resources. -- --------- ------------- 

Li t t l e  information on e i ther  residential or nonresidential rura l  s t ructures  

or areas  currently exists in MHC files. Identification of representative period 

agr ia l tu re - re la ted  s t ructures  and distr icts  is required of comprehensive local 

surveys. Inventory of surviving c a m p  meeting grounds in Douglas and Sterling 

is a priority. As for earlier periods, protection of surviving rural  distr icts  is a 

priority, particularly in t h e  eas tern  part  of t h e  study unit. 



Late I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  S u r v i v a l s  (1870-1915) 

S t r e e t c a r  
Archaeo log ica l  Rura l  Recrea t iona l  I n d u s t r i a l  Town Urban R e s i d e n t i a l  
P o t e n t i  a1 Landscapes Landscapes V i  11 ages Streetscapes Places Development 

Worcester Regional Core 
Worcester X 
Auburn 
L e i c e s t e r  
Paxton 
Hol den X 
West Boyl s ton  
Boyl s t o n  
Shrewsbury 
Gra f ton  X 
Mi 11 b u r y  X 

B lackstone Val l e y  Regional Core 
Su t ton  7 X ? X 
Nor thbr idge  x ? X 
Douglas ? X X 
Uxbr idge X ? X 
M i l l v i l l e  X ? 
B lackstone X X 

F i t chburg /Leomins te r  Regional Core 
t i  t chburg  X ? 
Leominster X 
Lunenburg 
Westminster 

Mi 1  f o r d  Regional Core 
M i  1 f o r d  X 
Hopedale X 
Mendon 

C l i n t o n  Regional Core 
C l i n t o n  ? 
Lancaster  

Gardner Reqional Core 
Gardner X 
Templeton ? 
Asburnham ? 



L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  S u r v i v a l s  (Cont inued)  

S t r e e t c a r  
Archaeo log ica l  Rura l  Recrea t iona l  I n d u s t r i a l  Town Urban R e s i d e n t i a l  
P o t e n t i a l  Landscapes Landscapes V i  1  lages  Streetscapes Places Development 

Webster Regional Core 
Webster 
Dudley 

Southbr idge Regional Core 
Southbr idae ? 
S t u r b r i  dge ? 

Local  Cores 
Westborough 
Oxford 
Warren 
N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d  
Spencer 
Hardwick 
Bar re  
A t h o l  
Winchendon 

  end on 
Char1 t o n  
Brook f  i e l  d  
East  B r o o k f i e l d  
West B r o o k f i e l d  
New B r a i n t r e e  
Oakham 
Rut land  
P r i n c e t o n  
Hubbardston 
Petersham 
Royal s t o n  
Ashby 
Townsend 
S t e r l  i n g  
Harvard 
Bol t o n  
B e r l i n  
Northborough 
Southborough 



Early Modern Period (19 15- 1940) -- .................... 

Summary Overview 

T h e  Early Modern period saw continued urban industrial growth through 

t h e  1920s, ending with t h e  Great  Depression of t h e  1930s. Although t h e  influx 

of foreign-born population ended with t h e  enactment  of r es t r i c t ive  

immigration quotas,  new e thn ic  religious and secular organizations continued 

t o  b e  organized. Development of urban cen t ra l  distr icts  continued, with t h e  

addition of major civic, commercia l  and industrial structures. Residential 

decentralization accelera ted,  a s  com muter s t ree tca r  lines were  replaced by 

t h e  automobile. New neighborhoods were  added in t h e  outer areas  of t h e  

cities, and surrounding towns grew significantly as  bedroom suburbs. The  

Depression brought a n  end t o  industrial growth, as well as hardship t o  many 

communities in t h e  region. Public works projects brought some relief ,  while 

private industrial paternalism saw a few factory towns through t h e  hard t imes .  

Survivals 

The Early Modern period's brief span of twenty-five years, including t e n  

years o f  economic depression, resulted in relatively fewer s t ructures  than had  

been generated in Cen t ra l  Massachusetts during t h e  previous period. The  

types of s t ructures  continued t o  diversify, and, in general, t h e  survival r a t e  o f  

Early Modern s t ructures  is high. Again, residential buildings a r e  t h e  most 

numerous type  of survival. This category includes h ighs ty le ,  single-family 



homes, multifamily dwellings, and more  modest single-family residences. All 

of t h e s e  a r e  located primarily in neighborhoods outside urban c e n t r a l  distr icts  

and in suburban towns surrounding t h e  study units cities. A var ie ty  o f  

res ident ia l  distr icts  also survive, including high-income urban and suburban 

neighborhoods, single- and multifamily s t r e e t c a r  suburbs, early automobile 

suburbs, and company-built housing clusters. After residences, commercia l  

s t ruc tu res  probably represent t h e  next largest group of survivals. These  

include downtown thea t res ,  depar tment  s tores ,  and multistory business blocks, 

and an array of automobile oriented s t ructures ,  including gas s ta t ions ,  auto  

dealerships, and diners. Civic period structures a r e  also numerous. Towns 

added c i t y  or town halls, post offices,  and both cen t ra l  and ,  neighborhood 

schools. Religious denominations built new edifices, and secular organizations 

continued t o  erect meeting places. Industrial expansion during t h e  first  half o f  

t h e  period continued t o  genera te  new s t ructures  and complexes in many 

communities in t h e  study unit, both in t h e  inner ci ty and in ou te r  fr inge 

locations. Surviving period transportation features include t h e  bridges and 

roadways of automobile highway projects, and early airport  facilities. In rural 

areas ,  s t a t e  institutional complexes survive, a s  do lakeside residences and 

period agricultural  s t ructures  and farmsteads. 

Archaeological resources for t h e  Early Modern period a r e  not addressed 

specifically here. Significant potential may exist  for ac t iv i t ies  of 

undocumented and transient groups. As in earlier periods, potential  is high 

around period standing structures.  There  a r e  f ive  categories of Early Modern 

period survivals (see chart): 

I .  Rural landscapes include period farmsteads ,  e s ta tes ,  lakeside co t t age  
clusters,  recreational areas,  and reservoirs. Rural institutional complexes 
include hospitals, correctional and educational facil i t ies,  and military 
bases. 



2. Roadside corr idors  include period highways and automobile-oriented 
c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  (signs, gas  and s e r v i c e  s t a t ions ,  diners ,  mo te l s ,  a n d  
stores) .  

3. Industr ial  complexes include industr ial  buildings a s  well a s  a s soc ia t ed  
s t r u c t u r e s  and housing in both  urban and ru ra l  set t ings.  

4. Urban places a r e  la rge-sca le  c e n t e r s  of mixed c o m m e r c i a l  and 
manufac tur ing  ac t iv i ty .  They conta in  high-density c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t s  wi th  
mul t i s to ry  commerc ia l ,  inst i tut ional ,  a n d  c iv i c  buildings. They also 
inc lude  dist inct  single- and mult ifamily res ident ia l  neighborhoods, 
s t r e e t c a r  suburbs, and automobi le  suburbs. Industr ial  and ins t i tu t ional  
f r i n g e  zones  ex tend  along r ad ia t ing  ra i l  and  highway corridors. 

5. Residential  suburbs consist  of smal l  s ingle-  o r  mult i family houses and 
a s soc ia t ed  inst i tut ional  and commerc ia l  s t ruc tures .  These  a r e  buil t  a t  
medium densi ty and  or ien ted  t o w a r d  pr imary  au tomobi l e  routes .  

S t a t e  of  Inventory  

Inventory  information on Early Modern period s t ruc tu re s  in C e n t r a l  

Massachuse t t s  is f a r  less  s y s t e m a t i c  than  t h a t  for ea r l i e r  h is tor ic  periods, and  

m o s t  communi t ies  in t h e  study unit  h a v e  l i t t l e  or  no  inventory on period 

buildings. In general ,  documenta t ion  of  period res ident ia l  and  nonresidential  

deve lopmen t  h a s  been a low priority. S t r u c t u r e  types  t h a t  h a v e  been  surveyed 

inc lude  c e n t r a l  c iv ic  and  religious buildings, downtown commerc ia l  blocks, and  

h igh  s t y l e  res idences  and d is t r ic t s .  Worcester  has  under taken  a su rvey  of  

au to-or ien ted  commerc ia l  buildings outs ide  t h e  downtown area ,  and  period 

res idences  a r e  included in Worcester 's t h r e e d e c k e r  survey. However, l i t t l e  

o t h e r  informat ion  has  been  col lec ted  on t h e  region's  out ly ing  urban res ident ia l  

d is t r ic t s .  Major period commerc ia l  and industr ial  s t ruc tu re s ,  schools ,  and  

neighborhood churches  h a v e  rece ived  l i t t l e  a t ten t ion .  Twent ie th-century  

suburban development  be fo re  1940 has not been inventoried,  a n d  ru ra l  

ag r i cu l tu ra l  changes h a v e  been  similarly ignored. Archaeological  survey  is 

nonexis ten t  for t h e  period. 



Specific Recommendations 

I. Improve inventory of urban residential  districts. ------------ ..................... 
While high-income a reas  h a v e  been documented, much less information 

has  been col lected on middle income, ethnic, single- and  multifamily 

residential  neighborhoods located in ou te r  urban areas. Identification of 

surviving distr icts ,  including neighborhood schools, s tores ,  churches,  and  parks, 

is a priority. 

2. Improve inventory of suburban residential  areas. -- --------- ..................... 

Period s t r e e t c a r  and early automobile suburb development remains  

virtually undocumented in t h e  study unit. While suburban residentia! dwellings 

may b e  relat ively unthreatened,  demographic changes a r e  already endangering 

period schools, churches and community centers. All towns with period 

suburban development should b e  encouraged t o  identify representa t ive  a reas  

and s t ructures .  Outside t h e  study unit's c i t ies ,  priority will be  given t o  towns 

t h a t  experienced high levels of suburban growth during t h e  period, such a s  

Shrewsbury, Grafton,  Auburn, and  Holden. 

3. Improve inven~ory  of industrial structures.  - ............................ 
Many outstanding industrial s t ructures  from t h e  period remain 

undocumented, a s  do o ther  representa t ive  factory  buildings, and complexes. 

All continue t o  b e  threatened by ongoing processes of urban change. 

Professional survey is a priority. 

4. Improve inventory of noncentral  commerical  structures. -- --------- ........................... 

While inventory information generally exists on 20th-century components 

of downtown areas ,  coverage is far  less systematic of automob il e-or ien ted 



s t ruc tu res  and distr icts  outside t h e  centra l  district. These include gas 

s ta t ions ,  diners,  car  dealerships, s tores ,  and res taurants ,  a s  well a s  airports. 

Because of continued development along established automobile corridors, t h e  

a t t r i t ion  r a t e  has  been high. Presently, Worcester has a t t empted  sys temat ic  

survey in th is  ca tegory o f  structures.  Identification of t h e s e  resources, in both 

urban and  suburban towns,  is a priority. 



Early Modern Period Survivals (1915-1940) 

Rural Roadside Indus t r i a l  Urban Residential 
Landscapes Corridors Complexes Places Suburbs 

Worcester Regional Core 
Worcester ~ - .  - 

Shrewsbury 
Grafton 
Millbury 
Auburn 
Oxford 
Leices ter  
Paxton 
Hol den 
West Boylston 
S t e r l i n g  
Boy1 ston 

Fi tchburg/Leominster Regional Core 
F I  tchburg 
Leominster ? 
Lunenburg X 
Westminster X 
Ashby ? 

Gardner Regional Core 
Gardner 
Tem~leton ? 

Southbridge Core 
Southbridqe 

Milford Core 
M i  1 ford  
Hopedale 
Mendon 

Clinton Core 
Cl inton 
Lancaster 
Berlin 

Webster Core 
Webster 
Dudley 
Athol 

Northbridge Core 
Northbridge 
Uxbridae 

Woonsocket, R. I .  Core 
Blackstone 
M i l l v i l l e  

Marl borough Core 
Northborough 
Southborough 

Local Cores 
Spencer 
westborough 
Wi nchendon 
Warren 
Barre 
North Brookfield 



E a r l y  Modern P e r i o d  S u r v i v a l s  (Cont inued)  

Rura l  Roadside I n d u s t r i a l  Urban R e s i d e n t i a l  
Landscapes C o r r i d o r s  Complexes Places Suburbs 

B r o o k f i e l d  
Eas t  B r o o k f  i e l  d  
West B r o o k f i e l d  
Oakham 
Rut land  
Pe te rs  ham 
Hubbardston 
Harvard 
Bol t o n  
P h i l l i p s t o n  
Townsend 
Royal s t o n  
Hardwick 
New B r a i n t r e e  
Su t ton  
Upton 
P r i n c e t o n  



General Recommendations 

In adopting Cultural  Resources in Massachusetts: A Model for  ........................................... 

M a n a ~ e m e n t  (19791, t h e  Massachusetts Historica 1 Commission advocated a --- ---- 

social  sc ience approach t o  t h e  assessment and management of t h e  

Commonwealth 's  h is tor ic  resources. The discipline of geography in part icular 

provided a set of theoret ica l  concepts tha t  would inform t h e  gathering and 

analysis of information. Four approaches tha t  character ize  this field provide 

large  a r e a s  of inquiry t o  g ive  focus for fu tu re  research. In emphasizing 

sequent occupance ( the  sequential  occupation of an area over t ime) ,  research 

would provide his tor ic  reconstruction of successive cultures. A focus  on local  

ways of l i f e  would emphasize solutions t o  t h e  functional problems within local 

environments. At a broader level of analysis, area-wide functional organ- 

ization would identify concentra ted activity (cores), and t h e  interconnections 

between t h e m  (corridors), through surrounding a reas  (peripheries). Con- 

sideration of t h e  pat terns  o f  origins and dispersals would identify innovation 

and t h e  pa t t e rn  of acceptance,  rejection,  and modification during dispersal. In 

recommending a research design, t h e  model identified four elements of s tudy 

t o  guaran tee  t h a t  t h e s e  a reas  of inquiry would b e  clarified: process, context ,  

function, and t h e  vernacular. Finally, t h e  model suggested an  in terpret ive  

f ramework for t h e  analysis of t h e  resources based on t h e  identification of 

cores  and thei r  peripheries and an  examination of their  interdependence. In 

t h e  following general  recommendations,  t h e s e  elements provide a framework 

for t h e  reorganization of survey priorities and resource assessment. 



Recommendat ion  I: Vernacular  _---------------------- 

T h e  MHC encourages  survey  t h a t  includes a full  range  of building 
types,  and suppor t s  c r i t e r i a  for  t he i r  evaluat ion beyond archi -  
t e c t u r a l  s tyle.  

Advocating a cons idera t ion  of t h e  vernacular  in assessing cul tur  a1 

r e sources  requi res  a n  emphas is  on a broader  r a n g e  of  building types than  has  

t rad i t ional ly  been  cons idered  through t h e  discipl ine of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  history. 

Arch i t ec tu ra l  h is tor ians  h a v e  a lways  s tudied  residential  and inst i tut ional  

buildings in the i r  examinat ion  o f  impor t an t  design monuments  and t h e  

development o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  styles. T h e  major i ty  of local buildings of  t h e s e  

t y p e s ,  however ,  a r e  t h e n  c o m p a r e d  with t h e s e  high-style a c a d e m i c  examples  

and found wanting. 

Current ly ,  t h e  study of  vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e  h a s  emphasized typologies 

o f  house form,  t h e  most  fami l ia r  and mos t  s tudied  of building types. Surveys 

of  res ident ia l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  must  m o r e  c l ea r ly  address this  me thod  of  

enumera t ing  and analyz ing  loca l  examples.  Thus, t h e  fo rma l  a spec t s  o f  houses  

(number of s to r i e s ,  f loor  plan,  roof fo rm,  etc.) should b e  enumera ted ,  a n d  

t y p e s  identif ied t h a t  r e f l e c t  common  combinations of t h e s e  a t t r i bu te s .  

Equally impor t an t  is t h e  cons idera t ion  of  t h e  remaining  e l emen t s  of t h e  buil t  

environment,  which may  b e  general ly considered i t s  economic  s t ruc tu re s .  

Commerc ia l ,  agr icu l tura l ,  mar i t ime ,  e x t r a c t i v e ,  and  industrial ac t iv i t ies  h a v e  

associa ted  buildings t h a t  h a v e  t o o  o f t e n  b e e n  neg lec t ed  b y  surveys  of cu l tu ra l  

resources.  T h e  study of  t h e s e  m o r e  commonp lace  s t ruc tu re s  demands  t h e  

development o f  new eva lua t ive  c r i t e r i a  for  buildings whose most  s igni f icant  

a t t r i b u t e s  may  b e  only tangent ia l ly  r e l a t e d  t o  a rch i t ec tu ra l  s tyles .  

Al te rna t ive  a t t r i b u t e s  must  b e  de t e rmined  for  t hese  building types  t h a t  

cons ider  f a c t o r s  such a s  s ize ,  expense,  loca t ion ,  and  most  impor tant ,  funct ion ,  

a s  well  as  fo rm,  o rnamen t ,  and  design sources.  



Recommendat ion  2 : Function ..................... 

T h e  MHC encourages  survey  t h a t  considers  t h e  function as well a s  
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  resources.  

An emphasis  on t h e  vernacular  c a r r i e s  a n  inherent  concern  for  t h e  

funct ion  of t h e s e  s t ruc tu re s ,  T h e  concern  with f o r m  in t h e  development o f  

house  t y p e s  r e f l ec t s  th is  focus. It acknowledges t h e  impor t ance  of t h e  inter ior  

division o f  s p a c e  in to  rooms,  a s  well  a s  t h e  s i z e  and  number o f  rooms, t o  a n  

unders tanding  of  res ident ia l  a r ch i t ec tu re .  Similarly, among inst i tut ional  

buildings, plan and funct ion  a r e  impor t an t .  In ecc les ias t ica l  a r ch i t ec tu re ,  

l i turgical  needs a s  well a s  s t y l e  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  building design. Adminis t ra t ive  

s t r u c t u r e s  such  a s  cour thouses ,  t o w n  and c i t y  halls h a v e  spec i f i c  and individual 

space  needs t h a t  distinguish t h e m  f r o m  o n e  ano the r ,  a n d  which change  over  

t ime.  This is of  par t icu lar  i m p o r t a n c e  when considering t h e  relat ionship o f  

s t r u c t u r e s  t o  t h e  economic  funct ioning  of communi t ies .  In many ins tances ,  

such as f a r m  outbuildings, t h e  surv iva l  r a t e  is low. In addit ion,  t h e  spec i f i c  

funct ion is o f t en  unclear .  For many building types ,  t h e  ac t iv i t ies  t h a t  t h e s e  

s t r u c t u r e s  enc lose  is t h e  mos t  impor t an t  a spec t  t o  b e  considered. A 

descript ion l imi ted  t o  t h e i r  f o r m a l  and o rnamen ta l  a spec t s  adds l i t t l e  t o  our  

understanding of  t h e m ,  or  to o u r  abi l i ty t o  eva lua t e  the i r  s igni f icance  f o r  

preservat ion or  management .  Cu l tu ra l  resources  a r e  valuable,  no t  only fo r  

the i r  a e s t h e t i c  cont r ibut ion  t o  our  envi ronment ,  b u t  f o r  what t hey  c o n t r i b u t e  

t o  our understanding o f  t h e  v a r i e t y  of  past  l i f e  ways. 

Recommendat ion  3: C o n t e x t  ..................... 

T h e  MHC encourages  survey  and managemen t  t h a t  recognizes  t h e  
position of individual r e sources  within bo th  the i r  spec i f i c  a n d  
gene ra l  cu l tu ra l  and  envi ronmenta l  context .  



While c a r e f u l  examinat ion  of s ing le  s t ruc tu re s  and  s i t e s  is impor tant ,  f e w  

of  t h e s e  c a n  b e  fully understood ou t s ide  of t h e  landscape in which t h e y  

function. O f t e n  t h e  s igni f icance  of  individual s t r u c t u r e s  c a n  b e  apprec i a t ed  

only in re la t ion  t o  t h e  fu l l  r a n g e  o f  surviving and documen ted  local  o r  regional  

examples.  T h e  study of  vernacular  buildings requires t h e  cons idera t ion  o f  

l a r g e  numbers  o f  s imi lar  s t r u c t u r e s  in t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of typologies, and in 

t h e  elucidat ion of  reg ional  pa t te rns .  At t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  f e w  buildings w e r e  

cons t ruc t ed  to func t ion  in isolation f rom o t h e r  buildings and l andscape  

fea tures :  a meet inghouse  coexis t s  with i ts  s tab les  and burying ground, a house  

wi th  i t s  privy, woodshed, barns,  and yard. Residential  suburbs need  t o  b e  

understood not  just a s  col lect ions of individual s ty l i s t ic  examples ,  b u t  as 

communi t ies  m a d e  u p  of fami l ies  and  social  groups who used schools ,  s t o r e s ,  

a n d  churches  and t r ave led  t o  urban c e n t e r s  and places of  work. Considerat ion 

of  c lus t e r s  o f  buildings a s  neighborhoods, d is t r ic t s ,  and a r e a s  allows analys is  

t h a t  includes social ,  cu l tu ra l ,  and  economic  in t e rp re t a t ion  as well a s  t h e  

de t e rmina t ion  of period of  cons t ruc t ion ,  or  a n  evaluat ion of  the i r  a e s t h e t i c  

mer its. 

Recommendat ion  4: Process  .................... 

T h e  MHC encourages  survey  and managemen t  t h a t  recognizes  t h e  
cont inual  i m p a c t  of  t i m e  on cu l tu ra l  resources. 

T h e  cu l tu ra l  resources  of t h e  Commonwea l th  r ep resen t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  

r ema ins ,  a s  s t and ing  s t r u c t u r e s ,  of  human  ac t iv i t i e s  and historical  processes. 

During each period t h e s e  ac t iv i t ies  and processes c r e a t e  new resources  to 

m e e t  t h e  funct ional  and e s t h e t i c  requi rements  of t h a t  period. At t h e  s a m e  

t i m e ,  t h e s e  ac t iv i t i e s  m a y  des t roy  resources ,  a n d  equally s ignif icantly,  m a y  

modify exis t ing  r e sources  a s  needs  change  over time. Few resources  and  



landscapes,  t he re fo re ,  can  b e  seen  a s  represent ing  a s ingle  h is tor ic  period b u t  

r a t h e r  t h e  product  of many y e a r s  of changing  human  act ivi ty.  Landscapes will 

t h e r e f o r e  b e  a combinat ion  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  and  spaces  t h a t  h a v e  been  used in 

s imi lar  ways over  t i m e ,  a s  well a s  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  been used in d i f f e ren t  ways. 

T h e  e f f e c t s  of  this  accumula t ed  ac t iv i ty  c a n  b e  seen  in t w o  genera l  

pa t t e rns  a m o n g  resources.  Within historic  landscapes,  individual resources  will 

d a t e  f r o m  d i f f e ren t  periods of construct ion.  At t h e  s a m e  t ime,  t h e s e  

individual r e sources  will h a v e  been  modified through t h e  passage of t ime.  New 

functions a r e  brought  t o  old s t r u c t u r e s  a s  meetinghouses b e c o m e  town halls,  o r  

barns ,  a n d  c l ea r ly  change  ou r  understanding of t h e m  as well a s  the i r  h is tor ic  

s ignif icance.  At t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  however,  even  similar  uses a r e  subjec t  t o  

change  and modify t h e  resource .  A colonial  f a rms tead  t h a t  survives today  is 

not  t h e  s a m e  funct ioning  unit. As agr icu l tura l  prac t ices  h a v e  changed,  mixed 

grain and  animal  husbandry g a v e  way to dairying,  c h e e s e  production t o  milk, o r  

c l ea red  f ields t o  forest .  These  changes  reor ien t  t h e  use  of t h e  house ,  

outbuildings,  a n d  i ts  land f rom i ts  original configuration. Its c u r r e n t  

a p p e a r a n c e  mus t  b e  seen  a s  layered,  and t h o s e  layers  closely examined b e f o r e  

i ts  r e semblance  t o  f a r m s  of t h e  past  is suggested.  

Recommenda t ion  5: C o r e s  a n d  Per ipher ies  ............................... 
T h e  MHC encourages  t h e  u s e  of t h e  core-periphery model in to  
cu l tu ra l  r e source  managemen t  decisions. 

This r epor t  presents  an  i n t e r p r e t i v e  f r amework  for t h e  evaluat ion of 

surviving cul tura l  r e sources  in C e n t r a l  Massachuset ts ,  based on a 

core-periphery model. T h e  MHC will cont inue  t o  develop and ex tend  th is  

model  in t h e  process of managing  both  t h e  m o r e  concen t r a t ed  resources  o f  



c o r e  areas  and t h e  more  dispersed survivals in peripheral regions. By allowing 

sys temat ic  and comparat ive  evaluation o f  resources a t  t h e  study unit level, 

t h e  core-periphery model provides a useful tool for a var ie ty  of management 

decisions, f rom local  survey organization t o  environmental  review. For each 

historic period th is  report  identifies c o r e  and periphery locations within t h e  

study unit and indicates period resources character is t ic  of activit ies in these  

places. This provides a context  for  t h e  evaluation and protection of surviving 

resources and for comparison with those  in both  similar and different places 

within t h e  study unit. Thus analysis beyond t h e  local level  is now possible: 

Colonial period resources from t h e  Sutton, Lancaster,  and Brookfield cores  can 

b e  contras ted,  and local inventories of Early Industrial resources in Fitchburg 

and Milford can b e  compared. T h e  core-periphery model also outlines t h e  

processes of historic change t h a t  both created cultural  resources in t h e  study 

unit and a f fec ted  thei r  subsequent use, a l tera t ion,  disappearance, o r  survival. 

This includes t h e  dynamics of more  recent changes that  currently threaten 

resources in t h e  region . 



Pol icy  Recommendat ions  

This chap te r  has  rev iewed t h e  p a t t e r n s  of  surv iv ing  cu l tu ra l  resources  in 

t h e  C e n t r a l  Massachuset ts  s tudy unit  a s  well a s  t h e  t h r e a t s  t o  t h o s e  

resources .  In addit ion,  bo th  spec i f i c  a n d  g e n e r a l  r ecommenda t ions  h a v e  been  

m a d e  outl ining priori t ies  for  f u r t h e r  ident i f ica t ion ,  evaluat ion,  and  pro tec t ion  

measures.  However, t h e  Massachuse t t s  His tor ica l  Commission canno t  

accomplish t h e s e  goals wi thout  public  support .  Successful  preservat ion must  

b e  a coope ra t ive  venture ,  o n e  which involves m a n y  in t e re s t ed  parties--public 

and  private,  a m a t e u r  and professional.  It is t h e  policy of t h e  Massachuset ts  

His tor ica l  Commission t o  work with o t h e r  preserva t ion  cons t i tuencies  and t o  

encourage  broad-scale, i n t eg ra t ed  planning a m o n g  them. Specif ic  r ecom-  

mendations follow for  f i v e  major  preserva t ion  cons t i tuencies .  

Local  Historical  Commissions ..................... 

Local historical  commissions h a v e  been a c t i v e  par t ic ipants  in 

Massachuset ts  preservat ion fo r  over  t w e n t y  years. T h e  Massachuse t t s  Histor- 

i ca l  Commission encourages  loca l  h i s to r i ca l  commissions to con t inue  t o  a c t  a s  

t h e  f i rs t  l ine  of  de fense  in t h e  preserva t ion  and pro tec t ion  of cu l tura l  

resources.  Within each  communi ty ,  t h e s e  commissions s e r v e  a s  t h e  pr imary  

means  for  identifying cu l tu ra l  r e sources  through t h e  comple t ion  of  a 

comprehens ive  community-wide inventory.  Comple t ion  of  t h e  inventory 

should b e  t h e  f i r s t  pr iori ty for  a loca l  h is tor ica l  commission.  

Local  historical  commissions a r e  encouraged t o  a c t  a s  loca l  advocates  for  

t h e  preservat ion and pro tec t ion  o f  r e sources  o n c e  t h e y  h a v e  been  identified. 



b a r d s  o f  s e l ec tmen ,  mayors,  and c i ty  councils  a r e  encouraged t o  appoin t  local  

h is tor ica l  comrrission mer rbe r s  with appropr i a t e  backgrounds and e x p e r t i s e  so  

t h a t  commissions c a n  b e  e f f e c t i v e  preserva t ion  advisors. T h e  Massachuse t t s  

Historical  Commission supports  loca l  h is tor ica l  commissions through periodic 

t raining workshops, public in for  mation and t echn ica l  ass i s tance ,  and survey  

a n d  planning grant-funded programs.  

Specif ic  Recom mendations 

1. Local h is tor ica l  commissions a r e  encouraged t o  c o m p l e t e  a comprehens ive  

inventory o f  cu l tura l  resources  within the i r  c i t y  o r  town. T h e  MHC 

maintains a l is t  of communi t ies  ident i f ied  for  t h e  s t a t u s  of  t he i r  

inventory. Local commissions should c o n t a c t  t h e  MHC to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

s t a t u s  of the i r  inventory. 

2. The  following towns  without  comple t ed  inventories  h a v e  been  ident i f ied  

a s  t h e  highest  priori ty for  inventory complet ion:  Douglas, Gra f ton ,  

Hardwick ,  Harvard,  Hopedale, and  Sutton. 

3. Local h is tor ica l  commissions a r e  encouraged t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  a c t i v e  in 

p ro t ec t ing  cul tur  a1 r esources b y  par t ic ipa t ing  in loca l  planning. 

Local and Regional P lanning  A p c i e s  ------------------- - ---- 

T h e  Massachuset ts  Historical  Commission encourages  loca l  and  regional  

planning agencies  to make preservat ion conce rns  and cu l tu ra l  r e s o u r c e  

managemen t  s t r a t eg ie s  an  in tegra l  pa r t  of comprehens ive  planning. T h e  MHC 

a l so  encourages  a closer  working re la t ionship  b e t w e e n  loca l  h i s to r i ca l  

commissions and local /regional  planning agencies ,  including loca l  planning 

boards,  communi ty  development of f ices ,  neighborhood development  co r -  

porat ions,  a n d  regional  planning commissions. As t h e  r epos i to ry  f o r  s t a t e w i d e  



i n fo rma t ion  on cu l tu ra l  resources--sites and s t ruc tu re s ,  prehis tor ic  and 

historic--the MHC will work with planning agenc ie s  in order  t o  p r o t e c t  

c u l t u r a l  r e sources  in a c o o p e r a t i v e  and comprehens ive  manner. 

Speci f ic  Recommendat ions  

I. T h e  in tegra t ion  o f  preserva t ion  concerns  in to  t h e  planning process is 

especial ly c r i t i ca l  in t h e  eas tern  portion of t h e  s tudy unit ,  w h e r e  t h e  

Westborough a r e a  cont inues  a s  t h e  pr imary  focus  of  development ,  a n d  a 

s e c o n d  growth  c e n t e r  is emerging  a t  Milford. Threa t s  will con t inue  to b e  

h igh  in t h e  a r e a s  e a s t  of t h e  h is tor ic  Worcester  and  Fitchburg-Leominster  

regional  cores.  Most t h rea t ened  a r e  surviving r e sources  in t h e  

Westborough, Southborough, Northborough, Shrewsbury a rea .  To t h e  

south ,  t h e  Milford, Hopedale,  Upton, Gra f ton  a rea  will see cont inued 

growth. In t h e  nor th ,  t h e  Harvard,  Rolton, Berlin, Lancas ter  a r e a  will 

con t inue  t o  see in tens ive  pressures a s  will t h e  Lunenburg, Townsend, 

Ashby region. T h e  Sterl ing,  West Roylston, b y l s t o n  subregion will a l so  

grow. 

2. T h e  need fo r  preserva t ion  planning also continues t o  b e  high in t h e  

high-density regional  urban cores. Given t h e  high risk to t h e  region's  

h is tor ic  urban cul tura l  resources ,  continued local  preservat ion ac t iv i t i e s  

a r e  encouraged in Worcester ,  Fi tchburg,  Leominster ,  Milford, Webster ,  

Southbridge,  Clinton,  a n d  Athol. 

3. Preserva t ion  e f f o r t s  a r e  also c r i t i ca l  t o  an t i c ipa t e  needs in o t h e r  

subregions in t h e  s tudy  unit  t h a t  a r e  likely t o  see intensif ied development  

in t h e  near  fu tu re ,  par t icu lar ly  a long major regional highway corr idors .  

Likely a r e a s  include: Millbury, Sutton, Northbridge, Uxbridge, Douglas, 

Millville, and  Blacks tone  in t h e  Blackstone Valley region in t h e  



sou theas t ;  Oxford  and Webster a long t h e  1-395 corr idor  in t h e  south;  and 

Westminster  and Temple ton  along t h e  Rou te  2 corr idor  t o  t h e  north.  

4. Planning agencies  a r e  encouraged t o  explore  mechanisms for  open s p a c e  

preservat ion,  especial ly t hose  which inco rpora t e  cu l tu ra l  r e s o u r c e  

managemen t  concerns  with agr icu l tura l ,  s c e n i c  qual i ty  and  o t h e r  land u s e  

issues. 

5.  Planning agencies  a r e  encouraged to ensure  t h a t  housing i m p r o v e m e n t  and  

commerc ia l  rehabi l i ta t ion  programs incorpora te  preserva t ion  s t r a t e g i e s  in 

t h e  managemen t  of u rban  cu l tu ra l  resources.  

6 .  Planning agenc ie s  a r e  encouraged t o  work with t h e  Massachuse t t s  

Historical  Commission in implement ing  t h e  spec i f i c  r ecommenda t ions  for 

identif icat ion,  evaluat ion,  and pro tec t ion  o f  cu l tu ra l  r e sources  m a d e  in  

th i s  repor t .  

S t a t e  and  Fede ra l  A ~ e n c i e s  and Authori t ies  --------------- --------------- 

T h e  Massachuse t t s  Historical  Commission encourages  a c lose  working 

relat ionship with o the r  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  agencies  and au tho r i t i e s  s o  t h a t  

cu l tu ra l  resources  a r e  identif ied and pro tec ted  in an  e f f i c i en t  and 

comprehens ive  manner. 

Specif ic  Recommendat ions  

I .  Cul tura l  r e source  managemen t  plans should b e  p repa red  by: Metropoli tan 

Distr ict  Commission,  Massachuset ts  Water Resources Authori ty,  Massa- 

chuse t t s  Division of  Wildlife and  Fisheries, a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e  agenc ie s  and 

author i t ies  with subs tant ia l  land holdings o r  wanagemen t  respon- 

sibilities. Comprehens ive  cu l tu ra l  resource  managemen t  plans should also 

b e  prepared by Federa l  agencies  with land holdings in C e n t r a l  



Massachusetts, including United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Depar tment  of Defense, and Farmers Home Administration. 

2. The  Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages implementation of 

t h e  cul tura l  r esources management plan recently prepared for t h e  Forests 

a n d  Parks  Division, Department of Environmental Management, and 

adoption of this plan by all  divisions of t h e  DEM. The  MHC also 

encourages c lose  cooperation between t h e  DEM and MHC on current  DEM 

projects involving cultural  resources, including S t a t e  Her i t age  Parks,  t h e  

Ci ty  and Town Commons, and Olmsted Parks programs. 

3. T h e  Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages continued close 

cooperation between t h e  Executive Of f ice  of Community Development 

and t h e  MHC on projects such as t h e  Main Street  and Ci t i e s  and Towns 

Masterplans programs. 

4. The Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages t h a t  cultural  

resource  concerns b e  integrated with broad-scale, open space  acquisition 

and protection programs such as t h e  Agriculture Restriction program of 

t h e  Massachusetts Division of Food and Agriculture, t h e  Massachusetts 

"Self Help" and t h e  United States Land and Water Conservation Fund 

programs, both of which a r e  administered by t h e  Executive Office o f  

Environmental Affairs, Division of Conservation Services, and t h e  Massa- 

chuset ts  Division of Wildlife and Fisheries. 

Academic Institutions --------------- 

The  Massachusetts Histor ica 1 Commission invites academic and research 

insti tutions t o  b e  ac t ive  participants in t h e  identification, evaluation, and 

protection of t h e  cultural  r esources of Massachusetts. 



Specif ic  Recommendat ions  

1 T h e  MHC invites  m e m b e r s  of t h e  a c a d e m i c  communi ty  t o  u t i l i ze  t h e  

inventor ies  of cu l tura l  resources  of  t h e  c i t ies  and towns  of  t h e  

Commonwea l th  ava i lab le  a t  t h e  Commission of f ice .  

2. The  MHC invites  a c a d e m i c  inst i tut ions to pursue  independent  r e sea rch  on  

top ic s  identif ied in th is  r e p o r t  as priori t ies  for  fu r the r  study. 

3. T h e  MHC invites  a c a d e m i c  inst i tut ions t o  assist local,  regional ,  and  

s t a t e w i d e  preservat ion and pro tec t ion  e f fo r t s  through contr ibution of  

e x p e r t i s e  and exper ience .  

4. T h e  MHC invites  a c a d e m i c  inst i tut ions t o  c o m m e n t  on and c r i t i c i z e  t h e  

Massachuse t t s  Historical  Commission 's  Reconnaissance Survey Reports.  

P r i v a t e  Nonprofit  Organizat ions 

T h e  Massachuset ts  His tor ica l  Commission encourages  pr iva te  nonprofi t  

o rganiza t ions  t o  support  t h e  preservat ion and pro tec t ion  of cu l tu ra l  resources  

through coopera t ion  with o the r  preservat ion cons t i tu tencies .  

Specif ic  Recommendat ions  

1. T h e  MHC encourages organiza t ions  with s ignif icant  proper ty  holdings t o  

c o m p l e t e  cu l tura l  r e s o u r c e  management  plans. T h e  Trus t ees  o f  

Reservat ions and t h e  Massachuset ts  Audubon Society a r e  par t icu lar ly  

encouraged t o  i n t e g r a t e  cu l tu ra l  r e source  management  concet-ris with 

the i r  envi ronmenta l  pro tec t ion  programs. 

2. T h e  M HC encourages  c lose  coopera t ion  be tween  landholding organiza t ions  

and s t a t e  planning/management agencies  in order  t o  develop broad-scale 

programs for  t h e  pro tec t ion  o f  both  h is tor ic  and  na tura l  landscapes. 



3. T h e  MHC encourages  p r iva t e  nonprofi t  groups such as t h e  Socie ty  for  t h e  

P rese rva t ion  of New England Antiquit ies ,  t h e  Massachuse t t s  

Archaeologica l  Socie ty ,  t h e  Society f o r  Historical  Archaeology,  t h e  

Massachuse t t s  Associat ion for  01 msted Pa rks ,  t h e  Society for  Industr ial  

Archaeology,  t h e  Vernacular  Arch i t ec tu re  Forum, and t h e  Socie ty  o f  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  His tor ians  t o  ass i s t  loca l  h is tor ica l  commissions with the i r  

e x p e r t i s e  and exper ience .  




