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SECRETARY GALVIN PRESENTS 2019 PRESERVATION AWARD  

TO THE ROSEMARY BROOK SIPHON GATEHOUSE BUILDINGS IN 

WELLESLEY 

 

Secretary of the Commonwealth William F. Galvin, Chair of the Massachusetts 

Historical Commission, has announced that Rosemary Brook siphon gatehouse buildings 

of the Sudbury Aqueduct in Wellesley have received a 2019 Massachusetts Historical 

Commission Preservation Award. 

“The Massachusetts Historical Commission is proud to recognize the 

extraordinary accomplishments of this year’s awardees,” said Secretary Galvin. “The 

projects the Commission recognizes this year are particularly diverse and represent the 

many creative ways that significant historic resources are being preserved across the 

Commonwealth. The rehabilitation of these two gatehouse buildings, part of the historic 

water-supply system developed in the 19th and early 20th centuries to bring water to 

Boston, is a great success story.” 

The two Rosemary Brook siphon gatehouse buildings of the Sudbury Aqueduct in 

Wellesley were constructed in 1876–1878 to designs by George Clough, Boston’s first 

city architect and a notable practitioner of the profession in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries. The two gatehouse buildings, designed in a fanciful mix of Jacobethan and 

Romanesque Revival styles, were listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 

1990 as part of the Sudbury Aqueduct Linear Historic District.  

The aqueduct was part of the massive public works project that, between 1845 

and 1926, created a number of linear features, along with dams, reservoirs, standpipes, 

and pumping stations, to bring water from the central Massachusetts uplands down to 

Metropolitan Boston. The two buildings were in regular use as part of the 16.5-mile-long 

Sudbury Aqueduct system until 1974, and currently serve as part of the emergency 

transmission system for the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority’s (MWRA) back-

up water supply.  



 
The MWRA engaged CDM Smith to lead a team of preservation architects and 

structural engineers to inspect and assess the gatehouses, which had been deteriorating 

for many years, and to explore possibilities for their future. The resulting implementation 

of a comprehensive restoration campaign addressed decades of water infiltration and 

other damage to the buildings. The roofs of both buildings were so deteriorated that they 

had to be completely replaced. Original cast-iron doors were restored, with replica cast-

iron molding to reproduce missing or badly damaged components. The restored buildings 

are prominent landmarks on the Sudbury Path, a 4.6-mile trail on the aqueduct’s right of 

way, and still serve as part of the emergency transmission system for the MWRA back-up 

water supply.  

This is the 41st year of MHC’s Preservation Awards program. Projects are 

considered annually for awards in the categories of Rehabilitation and Restoration, 

Adaptive Reuse, Education and Outreach, Archaeology, Stewardship, and Landscape 

Preservation. Individuals are considered in the categories of Lifetime Achievement and 

Local Preservationist. Secretary Galvin serves as the chair of the 17-member 

Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

 



 
Secretary Galvin is pictured presenting the award for the Rosemary Brook Siphon 

Gatehouse Buildings at an afternoon ceremony on June 6, 2019, at the Massachusetts 

Archives Building at 220 Morrissey Blvd., Dorchester (left to right: James Pescatore, 

Ryan Foster, Mike Rivard, Design Manager, Peter Richardson, Secretary Galvin, 

Frederick Laskey, Eleanor Duffy, Marianne Connolly, Charles Packard. Photo by 

Goodnough Photography.). 
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