
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

 

June 13, 2018 

 

Chairman Rosenberry called the meeting to order at 1:07 pm.  On behalf of Secretary 

Galvin, he welcomed the Commissioners. Chairman Rosenberry next addressed the 

audience, thanking them for attending.  For those individuals who may not have attended 

commission meetings in the past, Chairman Rosenberry explained the structure of the 

meeting and when in the process the public could address the commission.   

 

The Chairman then turned to the first item on the agenda, approval of the April 11, 2018 

meeting minutes.  He called for a MOTION TO ACCEPT the minutes.  A MOTION 

was made by Commissioner McDowell and SECONDED by Commissioner DeWitt. 

Hearing no questions, the chair moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Chairman Rosenberry then turned to the next item on the agenda, the National Register 

nominations, and called for any recusals. Hearing none, he turned the meeting over to the 

Director of the National Register Program, Betsy Friedberg, who began the National 

Register presentations.   

 

The first nomination presented was for the Hampden County Training School in 

Agawam. The applicant is Agawam Veterans Housing LLC; Epsilon Associates is the 

preservation consultant; Brian Lever from Epsilon will present the nomination. The 

former Hampden County Training School is located on South Westfield Street in the 

Feeding Hills section of Agawam in Hampden County. The Classical Revival-style brick 

and concrete building was erected in 1916 to address the problem of truant and disorderly 

boys in public school districts in Hampden County. The building meets Criterion A as 

part of evolving educational practices in Massachusetts. The building also satisfies 

Criterion C as an institutional building designed by a noted architect, George Alderman, 

in the Classical Revival style. Now rehabilitated into housing, the Hampden County 

Training School retains integrity and is significant at the local level.  The building’s 

period of significance is from its initial 1916 construction until 1968.  

 

In the late nineteenth century in most Massachusetts cities and towns, truants and juvenile 

delinquents had previously been committed to local almshouses and prisons. Recognizing 

that these conditions served to worsen rather than improve the child, an Act was passed 

by the State Legislature in 1873 that ordered each city and town to make provisions for 



dealing with such children. In 1879, the municipalities of Springfield, Holyoke, and 

Chicopee petitioned the Hampden County Commissioners to establish a truant school. In 

1880, the Hampden County Truant School was established in Springfield. By the turn of 

the twentieth century, progressive reform movements focused on the reduction of 

delinquency as well as the instruction of useful life skills. To reflect this change in 

philosophy, a Special Act of the Massachusetts Legislature in 1908 changed the state’s 

“Truant Schools” to “Training Schools.”   

 

In 1914, the Massachusetts legislature approved funding to secure a site and plans for a 

new and larger Hampden County Training School. The location on South Westfield 

Street in Agawam was then chosen. The school’s location in an agricultural community 

on the west side of the Connecticut River, seven miles from the center of Springfield, was 

intended to provide a rural environment and to avoid the temptations of the city.  

 

Completed in 1916, the Classical Revival-style Hampden County Training School was 

designed by prolific Holyoke-based architect George Perkins Bissell Alderman (1862-

1942). Alderman was well known throughout western Massachusetts and Connecticut for 

his monumental, classically derived designs for residences, schools, commercial blocks, 

civic buildings, and churches.  The design for the Hampden County Training School was 

more ornate than many of the other county reform schools in the state at that time. 

Alderman’s use of the Classical Revival style for the Hampden County Training School 

resulted in an unusually successful design that resembled a university building more than 

a juvenile detention center.  

 

With the development of other facilities for children including State Schools (for 

juveniles with recurrent criminal behavior) and the State Hospitals (for children with 

severe physical or mental handicaps), attendance at the Training Schools decreased. 

Newspaper articles from the 1930s indicate that welfare workers, attendance officers, and 

others familiar with the Hampden County Training School were in favor of either 

restructuring or eliminating the school. Many calling for reform thought the concept of 

the training school had become obsolete and that the expenses incurred by the public 

were not yielding satisfactory results. The controversy over whether the county training 

schools in Massachusetts should remain in operation continued at the local and state 

levels. As views toward the treatment of juvenile offenders began to shift, the training 

schools came under even more scrutiny. The Hampden County Training School finally 

closed in June of 1972. 

 

The school building and grounds sat vacant for over a decade until funding was released 

to renovate the building for use as a Police Academy Training Center in 1984. The 

exterior of the building remained relatively unchanged during this time, and many of the 

original classroom spaces were left as found. The building served in this capacity for over 

twenty years until it was closed in 2005.  

 

In 2017 Soldier On, a private nonprofit organization that provides housing and supportive 

services for military veterans rehabilitated the former Hampden County Training School 

with the aid of state and federal historic rehabilitation tax credits. The rehabilitation to 



veterans’ housing was meant to address the needs of homeless veterans in Hampden 

County. The project was completed to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. Historic 

interior features and spaces such as doors, staircases, fireplaces, hallways and the 

auditorium were retained.  New outbuildings including an annex with dining hall, a 

greenhouse, and a storage building were constructed to the rear (west) of the former 

school.  

 

The next nomination presented was for the Benjamin Silverman Apartments in Boston.  

The applicant is John B. Cruz III and Cruz Development; MacRostie Historic Advisors is 

the preservation consultant; Roysin Bennett Younkin of MHA will present the 

nomination. The Benjamin Silverman Apartments were constructed in 1915 in the 

Colonial Revival style.  The three-story, 9-unit, red brick apartment was renovated in 

2017 using State and Federal Historic Tax Credits.   

The building is locally significant under National Register Criterion A in the area of 

Community Planning and Development for its association with the integration of the 

Jewish community into Dorchester.  The building is also significant under Criterion C in 

the area of Architecture as a well-preserved example of a Colonial Revival apartment 

building--one of the few remaining on Lorne Street.  The period of significance begins in 

1915 and ends in 1968. 

The building is located in Boston’s Dorchester Neighborhood in a small residential area 

situated between Blue Hill Avenue and the American Legion Highway near the southern 

tip of Franklin Park.   

Much of the historic streetscape has been demolished.  The buildings in the background 

are part of the former Boston State Hospital campus. 

The area in the vicinity of Lorne Street remained sparsely developed until the first decade 

of the twentieth century.  Lorne Street was laid out as a private way called Lena Park in 

1908 and became Lorne Street in 1916 when it was made a public street. 

The street was rapidly developed with multi-family housing occupied by Russian Jewish 

immigrants emigrating between 1892 and 1909.  By 1914 masonry apartment buildings 

on either side of the street anchored both ends of Lena Park.  Of these, only the corner 

buildings at the intersection of Lorne and Harvard streets remain today.   

In 1915, Benjamin Silverman, a Russian Jewish carpenter who lived with his wife at 30 

Lena Park, purchased the lone vacant lot on the block and erected his apartment building.  

Silverman purchased the neighboring apartment building (no longer extant) around this 

time as well.  The area between the two lots became Wilson Street, a half-block-long 

private way that was to remain open in order to provide light and air as well as drainage. 

Silverman worked with architect William P. Hatch in the design of his building.  Hatch 

was a Missouri-born architect and engineer who was active in the Boston area (and on 

Lorne Street) in the 19teens and 1920s.   

All eight families residing in Silverman’s building in 1920 were Russian Jewish 

immigrants who had arrived between 1890 and 1916.  All were working-class families 



with the household heads employed as factory workers, teamsters, painters, tailors, 

cobblers, cloth cutters, and sewing machine agents.  Lorne Street apartments were filled 

with similar families, predominantly renters.   

Lorne Street and the Benjamin Silverman Apartments remained occupied by Jewish 

immigrants through the mid-twentieth century when these families began moving in large 

numbers to the Boston suburbs. 

As these residents left the neighborhood, buildings fell into disrepair.  In the mid 1960s, a 

group of Lorne Street residents founded the Lena Park Housing Development 

Corporation to address neighborhood blight.  Several of the buildings at the western end 

of the street were demolished in 1969.  The Benjamin Silverman Apartments were 

deemed unsafe and dangerous by Boston’s building department, which noted that the 

building was being vandalized and was missing windows and doors in 1970.  Fortunately, 

the apartment building was saved in 1972 when it was completely renovated for use as 

affordable housing.  However, blight on the rest of the street was such that by 1977 over 

half of the buildings on Lorne Street had been demolished. 

In the mid 1990s Lorne Street was rebuilt with frame houses widely spaced on double 

lots that were also designated for use as affordable housing.  The Benjamin Silverman 

Apartments are one of very few buildings on the street that represent the earliest 

development of the neighborhood. 

The Colonial Revival style was immensely popular in the United States from the late 

nineteenth through the mid twentieth centuries.  It was the dominant architectural 

vocabulary of apartment house buildings in Dorchester in the first three decades of the 

twentieth century.   

While the building’s ornament is understated, its features are typical of the Colonial 

Revival.  The most striking element is the wide, iron cornice with ogee profiling and 

modillions.  Other representative features include the incorporation of angled bays, the 

use of cast stone for emphasis on door surrounds and fenestration, and the regular 

organization of windows on all elevations.   

 

The next nomination presented was for the Goshen Town Hall, in the Town of Goshen.  

The applicant for the Goshen Town Hall is the Town of Goshen; Norene Roberts, 

preservation consultant; Norene is unable to be present, so Betsy Friedberg will present 

the nomination. The Goshen Town Hall meets National Register criteria A and C at the 

local level, with areas of significance in architecture, politics and government, 

entertainment/recreation, social history, and education.  It has served multiple functions 

in the life of the town of Goshen and its citizens for over a century.   

The Goshen Town Hall, also known as the John James Memorial, sits at the center of this 

small rural town in northern Hampshire County, in the eastern foothills of the Berkshire 

Mountains.  It was opened as the John James Memorial in 1911.  The building replaced 

the old town house that was a small, single-story structure that had been built in 1874 and 

was located diagonally across the street.  By the early 20th century the town house had 



become inadequate, and it became clear to town leaders that a new building was needed.  

The new Goshen Town Hall is located at the intersection of Main Street and East Street 

on the lot that first held the 1782 meetinghouse. In 1834, the meetinghouse was moved 

across the street to the western side of Main Street, where it remains as the 

Congregational Church. Also on the same lot as the James Memorial or Town Hall, but 

not included in this nomination, is the 1923 Center School, which was altered and 

covered with synthetic siding in the late 20th century.  Residential buildings from the 19th 

and early 20th century are also located in the town center, and the area is potentially 

eligible as a National Register district.   

 

John James was a local farmer who died in 1804 leaving $100 to accrue interest over the 

next 100 years and then be used for one of several possible civic purposes, including 

building a town hall.  The town spent several years debating how to use the legacy before 

deciding in 1907 that part of the money should go toward a new town hall.  By that time, 

the original $100 had grown to more than $19,000, $10,000 of which went to the town 

hall project.  The rest of the total building cost of $14,000 came from fundraising and 

donations by wealthy out-of-towners, many related to the James family.   

 

It is a well-designed Classical Revival-style building, constructed of local, coursed rubble 

fieldstone, with a gable-front, rectangular in plan 40 feet wide and 60 feet long, with a 

small rear addition.  Its most notable feature is its imposing portico with four pairs of 

Tuscan columns, supporting a simple entablature bearing the name of the building.  The 

entrance is accessed by a flight of stairs.  The building is 2 ½ stories in height, with the 

first floor set slightly below grade. 

 

The Town Hall’s architect was William J. Howes of Holyoke.  Howes also designed the 

rear addition, which added two meeting rooms, a vault, and restrooms in 1936.  Howes’ 

career lasted from the late 19th century until his retirement in 1936, and he designed other 

public buildings including the Shelburne Falls Town Hall and the 1900 Holyoke Armory, 

as well as commercial buildings, churches, and several buildings at Northampton State 

Hospital.  Howes was also an amateur archaeologist.   

 

The building served all manner of local political functions, as the location of town 

offices, Select Board meetings, voting, and annual town meeting.  From the beginning, 

however, it was also intended to house the town’s library, and it was designed with a 

large, well-lit room at the rear of the second floor that was explicitly intended for that 

purpose.  For about thirty years after the Center School opened next door in 1923, the 

Town Hall library also functioned as the school library.   

 

In addition, since its grand opening on July 4, 1911, the Town Hall has been the site of 

nearly all of Goshen’s social and recreational programs. Its second-floor auditorium 

included a stage and could serve multiple uses.  Plays, concerts, and dances have all 

occurred here, as have community singalongs, high school graduations, wedding 

receptions, movie nights, travelogues, holiday parties, flower shows, and various other 

community entertainments.  It has also been the site of a number of social programs.  The 

town’s women’s club has used the town hall for fairs and fundraisers for their programs 



such as the Red Cross, the Village Improvement society, missionary work, and support of 

the 4-H club Camp Howe. 

 

The Goshen Town Hall has been little altered over the years.  When the rear addition was 

completed in 1936, the building also received electricity and steam heat.  Windows have 

been replaced in the rear addition, but those in the main block are original.  In 1983, a 

handicap ramp was added, and in 1998, an exterior elevator tower was added on the north 

side of the building.  The front stairs have been repaired and rebuilt several times, and in 

2015 the building received emergency monies through the MPPF for an extensive 

rehabilitation, restoring the portico and columns, replacing the slate roof, rebuilding the 

tops of the gabled parapets and pediments, and repairing the handicapped entrance.  A 

preservation restriction in perpetuity has been placed on the building, and it is hoped that 

National Register designation will further help guarantee the building’s use at the center 

of Goshen life for generations to come.  

 

The next nomination presented was for the Cardinal Cushing Center Historic District 

in the Town of Hanover.  The applicant is the Planning Office of Urban Affairs, Inc. 

MacRostie Historic Advisors was the preservation consultant; Mary Nastasi of MHA will 

present the nomination.  The Cardinal Cushing Center Historic District is a collection of 

twenty-one resources located in Hanover, MA. The district includes ten buildings, six 

objects (statues), and five structures.  

The district is located within the much larger Cardinal Cushing Center, a school for 

children with special needs. Resources within the district are arranged to the north and 

south sides of Washington Street, which bisects the larger Cushing Center Campus. 

The district is distinguished within the larger Cushing Center Campus based on the age of 

the resources it contains, and for its role in representing the growth of the school during 

its earliest years, including the conversion of existing 18th and 19th century buildings for 

the first students on campus to the larger, purpose-built Georgian Revival structures 

constructed in the 1950s. 

Beginning in 1947, the Cardinal Cushing Center Historic District is significant under 

National Register Criterion A for its association with the development of education for 

children with special needs, as the first school of its kind in New England, and for its 

association with the Kennedy family; and under Criterion C as a collection of buildings 

that represent the development of the institution, and as fine examples of both Federal 

and Colonial-era architecture and Georgian Revival style institutional buildings. The 

campus retains integrity of location, design, feeling, association, materials, and setting. 

The period of significance ends in 1968, the fifty-year cutoff point for National Register 

listing.  

Originally known as St. Coletta’s by the Sea, the Cardinal Cushing Center represented a 

new era in the treatment of children with special needs when it opened its doors in the 

mid-twentieth century. Founded in 1947, it was the first private residential school for 

special needs children in the Northeast. Prior to the establishment of St. Coletta’s, 

resources for children with special needs were extremely limited. St. Coletta’s by the Sea 



was a relatively uncommon institution in the treatment and understanding of special 

needs: a safe support system and educational center for children and their families.  

St. Coletta’s by the Sea was largely made possible by the joint efforts of Cardinal 

Cushing of Boston and his patrons, the Kennedy family. The family and the Cardinal 

shared a long-standing commitment to the cause of special needs research and treatment, 

and were together responsible for some of the major twentieth century advances in the 

field. The Kennedy family donated the money to start the school, and later for additional 

building projects, including a large dormitory that bears their name. The school was 

originally managed and run by seven sisters from and five additional sisters from the 

Wisconsin branch of Sisters of Saint Francis of Assisi were tapped to help run the 

program.  

The site of the school was the Mitton Estate in Hanover. The Mitton Estate, which 

included two large buildings (at the time known as the Sylvester Mansion and the Iron 

Kettle Inn), a small farmhouse, several trucks and pieces of farm equipment, household 

furnishings, and twenty-six heads of cattle on approximately 175 acres of land, was easily 

adaptable to the school’s mission.  

The Sylvester Mansion was converted to classrooms and a girl’s dormitory.  And the Iron 

Kettle Inn was used as classrooms and a boy’s dormitory.  As the school grew and 

expanded, new buildings were constructed on the existing site and more land adjacent to 

the existing campus was purchased, incorporating the existing Colonial-era buildings into 

the school.  

In 1950, the large Georgian Revival-style Administration Building was constructed. John 

McPherson, a Boston-based architect who specialized in ecclesiastical design and 

typically utilized the Georgian revival style in his work, was the designer of the new 

building.  

The Portiuncula Chapel was the next building project, in 1953, followed by the Gift Shop 

in 1954. The Chapel was an exact model of St. Francis’s Porziuncola Chapel, and every 

material- inside and out- was imported from Assisi. The Chapel also serves as Cardinal 

Cushing’s final resting place, as he was buried there after his death in 1970. 

The Portiuncula Gift Shop (now the IT Building), was constructed in 1954 using 

materials from the same quarries.  

To the north of the Chapel, the Stations of the Cross offered visitors and students a 

peaceful place for prayer and reflection.  

In 1953, the school purchased about 3.5 acres on the opposite side of Washington Street, 

including the Sylvester Estate, a building dating from 1948 with additions from the 

1920s. The Sylvester Estate was renamed the St. Clare cottage and was used as 

residences for the priests that would come minister to the sisters and students. 

It is now known as the Sisters Inn, and serves as a guest house for prospective students 

and their families, and as work training for current students. 



The Kennedy Building, completed in 1957, was the next large-scale construction project 

on the campus. The three-story-tall Georgian Revival-style building was designed by 

John McPherson, the same architect that designed the Administration Building. It served 

as a dormitory for an additional 200 students, greatly increasing the number of students 

that the school could admit. The funding for the Kennedy Building was donated by the 

Kennedy family, who had maintained a long relationship with the Cardinal and been 

financially involved in the school since the start.  The Kennedy Building was 

rehabilitated in 2018 utilizing State and Federal Historic Tax Credits to serve as 

affordable housing units, several of which were designated as supportive living units for 

individuals with intellectual disabilities.  

The building retained its historic corridor layout, with units and other spaces located 

alongside the existing corridor within the former offices and dormitories. A chapel at the 

rear of the building was repurposed as a community room.   

The school continued to grow throughout the twentieth century.  After the completion of 

the Kennedy Building, the next completed within the district was the swimming pool and 

playhouse (now Recreation Building) in 1959. 

The architecture of the Cardinal Cushing Center was a crucial component in cultivating 

the domestic experience that the school’s founders strove to achieve. From repurposing 

existing homes as dormitories and educational buildings, to utilizing the Georgian 

Revival style to give all new construction a familiar, domestic appearance, the Cardinal 

Cushing Center Historic District is a visually cohesive collection of buildings that 

represent the development of the Cardinal Cushing Center. 

This concluded the presentation of the June National Register nominations.  Chairman 

Rosenberry thanked the presenters and Ms. Friedberg.  He asked whether any 

commissioners needed to recuse themselves from voting on any of the nomination.  There 

were no recusals.  The chairman called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff 

recommendation that the nomination for the Hampden Country Training School in 

Agawam be forwarded to the National Park Service for final review. A MOTION was 

made by Commissioner McDowell and SECONDED by Commissioner Friary. Chairman 

Rosenberry called for questions or comments from the commission.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Hearing none, he called for questions or comments from the public.  Hearing none, he 

moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

The chairman called for a MOTION TO ACCEPT the MHC staff recommendation that 

the nomination for the Benjamin Silverman Apartments in Boston be forwarded to the 

National Park Service for final review. A MOTION was made by Commissioner Avenia 

and SECONDED by Commissioner Kish. Chairman Rosenberry called for questions or 

comments from the commission. He recognized Commissioner Sullivan, who said that 

the photographs show restored masonry of the building, and he asked if the exterior work 

is complete.  Roysin Bennet Younkin said yes the work is complete. Commissioner 

Sullivan then asked if we have any concerns about the quality of the masonry.  Ms. 

Simon said she will find the answer to Commissioner Sullivan’s question.  She also said 

if prior masonry work was done badly, there is no requirement that the masonry be 

restored in order to receive the tax credit. Commissioner Sullivan decided to vote against 



the nomination.  He said that whether it was prior work that was not corrected during the 

restoration or new work done during the project, the inconsistency of the repointing 

detracts from the significance of the building.   The chairman called for any other 

questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none, he called for questions or 

comments from the public.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

with ten in favor and one against.   

   

The chairman called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation that the 

nomination for the Goshen Town Hall in the Town of Goshen be forwarded to the 

National Park Service for final review. A MOTION was made by Commissioner DeWitt 

and SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson. Chairman Rosenberry called for questions or 

comments from the commission. Commissioner DeWitt said it was an interesting 

building and he was glad to see it.  Commissioner Friary said that it occupied a very 

prominent location in the town center.  Hearing no further comments, Chairmen 

Rosenberry called for questions or comments from the public.  Hearing none, he moved 

the motion.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The chairman called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation that the 

nomination for the Cardinal Cushing Center Historic District in the Town of Hanover 

be forwarded to the National Park Service for final review. A MOTION was made by 

Commissioner McDowell and SECONDED by Commissioner Friary. Chairman 

Rosenberry called for questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none, he 

called for questions or comments from the public.  He recognized Peter O’Meara, 

President, Cardinal Cushing Centers Inc., who expressed his thanks to the Commission 

and to MHC staff.   Chairman Rosenberry asked for further questions or comments from 

the public.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Next, Chairman Rosenberry turned the floor back to National Register Director Betsy 

Friedberg.  Ms. Friedberg said that due to last-minute weather issues in March, there was 

no quorum, and so, although presentations for the March National Register nominations 

were made, the Commissioners were unable to vote.  She said that she would briefly 

summarize each nomination to remind the Commissioners about the nominations.   

 

Bolton, Pan Historic District.   

This large district in one of the town’s oldest farming areas is located around Route 117 

east of Route 495, in a wide, flat-bottomed basin from which the area may have gotten its 

name.  The earliest surviving houses are from the second half of the 18th century, and 

most of The Pan’s high-style houses date to the Federal period.  The district includes 

several intact vistas over fields and pastures.  By the early 20th century, the district came 

to be associated with summer activities, especially around the two large ponds south of 

Route 117: Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Girl Scouts all had camps here.  In all, the 

district includes almost 100 contributing resources.  MHC has participated in two public 

informational meetings, most recently last week.  The second public informational 

meeting was held on Wednesday June 6—there were few attendees, but the meeting was 

also filmed for streaming on the internet; second set of notification letters were mailed to 



all owners and legal notice was placed in local papers; we had previously received four 

letters of objection (out of 111 owners) to this nomination.  No further objections were 

received. 

Boston, Columbia Strathcona Historic District 

The Columbia Road-Strathcona Road Historic District is located in the Dorchester 

neighborhood of Boston, one of 3 districts representing apartment house development 

along Columbia Road.  The district includes 8 apartment buildings and 1 commercial 

building constructed between 1910 and 1928.   

The district is significant for its association with apartment house and commercial 

development along Columbia Road following the introduction of streetcar transportation 

to the area.  It is significant for its association with the integration of a Jewish immigrant 

population into Dorchester during the first half of the twentieth century.  And the district 

is also significant as a well-preserved collection of Colonial Revival-style buildings.  

Architects included Saul Moffie and Samuel Levy.  One building in the district has been 

rehabilitated using state and federal tax credits. 

Granville, John and Ruth Rose House.   

Built ca. 1743, this well-preserved Georgian farmhouse is the oldest house in Granville. It 

is located on an early Colonial-era road surrounded on the north, east, and west by a 

landscape of woodland, pond, and wetland, which were noted on the earliest maps. The 

farmhouse’s connected components are the ca. 1743 main block, a ca. 1750 ell, a ca. 

1840 wing, and a ca. 1900 barn. The property includes a 20th-century cottage, stone walls, 

and a well-head, and two modern barns.  John Rose was a local farmer, as were 

successive owners of the house Ebenezer Smith and Nathaniel Bates.  Bates also held a 

tavern license. 

Middleborough, Leonard, Shaw & Dean Shoe Factory. 

This factory is significant for its association with the growth and development of the shoe 

industry in Middleborough. It is the only surviving shoe factory in town, and represents 

the period in the late 19th and early 20th centuries when shoe production was 

Middleborough’s most important and largest industry.  It is a utilitarian building, with 

frame construction and a plan characteristic of local shoe factories. Using state and 

federal historic preservation tax credits, it has been rehabilitated for twenty-five units of 

affordable, rental housing. 

Sheffield, General John and Mary Fellows Farmstead. 

The General John and Mary Fellows Farmstead is a well-preserved Georgian-style house, 

constructed ca. 1762.  A wing on the north elevation was added ca. 1820, and a shed ca. 

1850.  A carriage barn dates to the 1880s, and an outhouse, a woodshed, and a Sears 

catalogue garage from the 1930s make up the rest of the extant buildings on the property, 

which also retains distant vistas of Berkshire County hills.  One of the significant features 

of the property is its ongoing agricultural use beginning when it was a farm in the 18th 

century, then evolving to a summer home where gardening and leased fields supported a 



small herd of livestock, and then to its current use leased by local farmers for hay and 

cornfields.   General John Fellows was a brigadier general during the Revolutionary War.  

The long tenure of generations of the Ward-Greenwood family, from 1814 to the present, 

spanning uses from family farm to summer and weekend getaway and back to full-time 

occupancy, is historically significant, as is its association with Elizabeth Ward 

Greenwood, the first woman to preach in the town of Sheffield and a pioneering member 

of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. 

The chairman called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation that the 

nomination for the Pan Historic District in the Town of Bolton be forwarded to the 

National Park Service for final review. A MOTION was made by Commissioner DeWitt 

and SECONDED by Commissioner McDowell. Chairman Rosenberry called for 

questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none, he called for questions or 

comments from the public.   Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

The chairman called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation that the 

nomination for the Columbia Road-Strathcona Road Historic District in Boston be 

forwarded to the National Park Service for final review. A MOTION was made by 

Commissioner Avenia and SECONDED by Commissioner Sullivan. Chairman 

Rosenberry called for questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none, he 

called for questions or comments from the public.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The chairman called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation that the 

nomination for the John and Ruth Rose House in the Town of Granville be forwarded 

to the National Park Service for final review. A MOTION was made by Commissioner 

McDowell and SECONDED by Commissioner Cosco. Chairman Rosenberry called for 

questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none, he called for questions or 

comments from the public.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The chairman called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation that the 

nomination for the Leonard, Shaw & Dean Shoe Factory in the Town of 

Middleborough be forwarded to the National Park Service for final review. A MOTION 

was made by Commissioner DeWitt and SECONDED by Commissioner Kish. Chairman 

Rosenberry called for questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none, he 

called for questions or comments from the public.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The chairman called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation that the 

nomination for the General John and Mary Fellows Farmstead in the Town of 

Sheffield be forwarded to the National Park Service for final review. A MOTION was 

made by Commissioner Wilson and SECONDED by Commissioner Avenia. Chairman 

Rosenberry called for questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none, he 

called for questions or comments from the public.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 



 

This concluded the National Register voting. Chairman Rosenberry thanked the audience 

for taking time out of their busy schedules to be present.  He then turned to the next item 

on the agenda, the Local Historic District Preliminary Study Report for the John 

Hemenway House Historic District in Framingham, first calling for any recusals.  

Hearing none, he turned the meeting over to Director of Local Government Programs, 

Chris Skelly.  

Mr. Skelly presented the study report and distributed a copy of the presentation slides.  A 

copy of the slides is on file with these minutes.  The John Hemenway House Historic 

District in Framingham is a single-building local historic district located at 613 Pleasant 

Street.  In 1978, town meeting established Framingham’s first local historic district, the 

Centre Common Historic District.  Then, in 1996, town meeting voted to establish the 

Jonathan Maynard Historic District, also along Pleasant Street.  Three single-property 

historic districts were established more recently.  These are the Sarah Clayes House 

Historic District, the H.H. Richardson Depot Historic District and the Pike-Haven-Foster 

House Historic District in 2016.  The City also established a demolition delay by-law in 

1991 that provides for the review of proposed demolitions of buildings 75 years or older.  

The John Hemenway House is currently vacant although it was occupied fairly recently.  

It was sold in 2017 to a new owner.  The new owner submitted an application to the 

Framingham Historical Commission to demolish the building.  The building was found 

preferably preserved under the demolition delay ordinance in September 2017.  The delay 

will expire in September, 2018.  The Historic District Commission is seeking to establish 

this local historic district before the delay expires.   

According to the study report, Ichabod Hemenway deeded the east half of his farm with a 

dwelling house to his son John Hemenway in 1741.  It is unclear if the house Ichabod 

Hemenway deeded to John Hemenway in 1741 was the extant building or a portion of it, 

or if that earlier house was demolished and the extant building constructed.  The property 

was used for agriculture into the 20th Century.   

The immediate area is primarily residential, developed into neighborhoods of single-

family houses in the late 20th century.  The lot was carved out of a larger parcel and an 

elementary school was built northwest of the house in 1968. (Brophy Elementary School, 

not documented).   

Mr. Skelly said that MHC staff recommends acknowledging receipt of the John 

Hemenway House Historic District Preliminary Study Report and providing the 

following advisory recommendations and comments: The Massachusetts Historical 

Commission encourages the city of Framingham to establish the John Hemenway House 

Historic District.    

The chair called for a MOTION to acknowledge receipt of the Preliminary Study Report 

for the John Hemenway House Historic District in Framingham, and to provide the 

advisory comments that the Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages the city of 

Framingham to establish the John Hemenway House Historic District. A MOTION was 

made by Commissioner DeWitt and SECONDED by Commissioner Friary.  The 



chairman called for any questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none, he 

called for comments from the public.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

He then turned to the next item on the agenda, the Massachusetts Preservation Project 

Fund (MPPF) Grants, Round 24.    

 

The chairman first called for any recusals.  Commissioner Sullivan said he would recuse 

himself for discussion and voting on Boardman House in Saugus.  

 

The chairman then recognized Paul Holtz, Co-Director of the Grants Division.  Mr. Holtz 

distributed a spreadsheet with information on each recommended project, a copy of 

which is on file with these minutes. He thanked Commissioners Wilson, Dewitt, and 

McDowell for serving as the grants subcommittee prior to the meeting.  He then gave an 

overview of MPPF Round 24, saying that MHC received 37 total applications: 31 for 

development projects; 6 for pre-development projects; 8 applications were from 

municipalities, and 29 from nonprofits and 0 Acquisitions.  Mr. Holtz said MHC staff 

recommended 19 projects for MPPF grants.  He then gave a short presentation on each of 

the recommended projects.  Commissioner Wilson provided a brief summary of the 

MPPF grants subcommittee meeting.  

 

Chairman Rosenberry thanked Mr. Holtz, and then began the voting process as follows: 

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $25,000 to the Jason Russell House in 

Arlington. A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Sullivan and 

SECONDED by Commissioner McDowell.  The chairman called for questions or 

comments from the commission.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Olde Colonial Courthouse in 

Barnstable. A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Wilson and 

SECONDED by Commissioner Crowley.  The chairman called for questions or 

comments from the commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $21,200 to the Old West Church in Boston 

(Beacon Hill). A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner DeWitt and 

SECONDED by Commissioner Friary.  The chairman called for questions or comments 

from the commission.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.     

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Elliot Congregational Church in 



Boston (Roxbury). A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Avenia and 

SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  The chairman called for questions or comments 

from the commission.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.     

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to Peoples Baptist Church in Boston 

(South End).  A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner McDowell and 

SECONDED by Commissioner DeWitt.  The chairman called for questions or comments 

from the commission.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.     

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to John Bartholomew Gough House in 

Boylston. A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Kish and SECONDED 

by Commissioner Sullivan. The chairman called for questions or comments from the 

commission.  Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.     

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $15,000 to the All Souls Church in Braintree. A 

MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Fiori and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Avenia. The chairman called for questions or comments from the 

commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.     

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Brookline Reservoir Gatehouse 

in Brookline. A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Sullivan and 

SECONDED by Commissioner McDowell.  The chairman called for questions or 

comments from the commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Oakes Ames Memorial Hall in 

Easton. A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner McDowell and 

SECONDED by Commissioner DeWitt.  The chairman called for questions or comments 

from the commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $20,000 to the Kennedy Park-Shelter Building 

in Fall River. A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Wilson and 

SECONDED by Commissioner Crowley.  The chairman called for questions or 

comments from the commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.     



 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to Old Ship Meetinghouse in Hingham. 

A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Fiori and SECONDED by 

Commissioner McDowell.  The chairman called for questions or comments from the 

commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.     

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to Trinity Episcopal Church in Lenox. 

A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Avenia and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Wilson.  The chairman called for questions or comments from the 

commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.     

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to Beaman-Marvel Box Shop in 

Leverett. A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Crowley and 

SECONDED by Commissioner Sullivan.  The chairman called for questions or 

comments from the commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.     

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Ellingwood Chapel (Greenlawn 

Cemetery) in Nahant.  A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner DeWitt 

and SECONDED by Commissioner Avenia.  The chairman called for questions or 

comments from the commission.   Hearing none, the chairman moved the motion.  The 

motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Thomas Macy Warehouse in 

Nantucket.  A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Wilson and 

SECONDED by Commissioner Avenia.  The chairman called for questions or comments 

from the commission.   Hearing none, the chairman moved the motion.  The motion 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to the New Bedford Whaling Museum 

in New Bedford.  A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Kish and 

SECONDED by Commissioner Crowley.  The chairman called for questions or 

comments from the commission.   Hearing none, the chairman moved the motion.  The 

motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Bridge Street Cemetery in 

Northampton.  A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner McDowell and 



SECONDED by Commissioner Dewitt.  The chairman called for questions or comments 

from the commission.  Hearing none, the chairman moved the motion.  The motion 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $18,800 to the Wollaston Congregational 

Church in Quincy.  A MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Dewitt and 

SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  The chairman called for questions or comments 

from the commission.   Hearing none, the chairman moved the motion.  The motion 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

At this point in the meeting, Commissioner Sullivan recused himself and left the room. 

Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION to accept the MHC staff recommendation to 

award an MPPF grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Boardman House in Saugus. A 

MOTION TO ACCEPT was made by Commissioner Avenia and SECONDED by 

Commissioner Crowley.  The chairman called for questions or comments from the 

commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion. The motion CARRIED with one 

recusal and ten in favor.  Commissioner Sullivan returned back into the room.   

 

This concluded the voting, and Chairman Rosenberry turned to the next item on the 

agenda, the Executive Director’s Report.   Executive Director Brona Simon began by 

saying she is pleased to announce that the recently signed housing bond bill includes an 

increase to the annual cap for State Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit awards.  The 

Legislature and the Governor added an extra $5 million dollars to the cap, so that the new 

annually cap is now $55 million per calendar year.   

 

Ms. Simon then reported on the current federal budget.  The National Park Service 

recently announced that the allocation for Massachusetts for federal FY18 is 

$959,479.00.  This is a slight increase over the previous year.  

 

Ms. Simon announced that the MHC’s Preservation Awards ceremony was held last 

month.  Commissioner Friary attended.  All recipients were very pleased with their 

awards and gave heartwarming and personal speeches. Highlights included Jim and 

Minxie Fannin, who received the Lifetime Achievement Award; they were delighted and 

very surprised to receive it.  Another highlight was Professor Tunney Lee, Emeritus 

Professor at MIT, who was the spearhead for the Chinatown Atlas.  He reminded us all 

about the Chinese Exclusion Acts and warned us that the country should not do that again 

to other groups of immigrants.  Also, the Director of MOTT (Mass Office of Travel and 

Tourism) was in attendance and has helped us with publicity for some of the historic sites 

by including them on their website, such as the Eustis House in Milton and the Paul 

Revere House in the North End. 

 

Ms. Simon has some personnel news to announce, stating that this is Andrew Miller’s last 

meeting.  Andrew has been MHC’s architectural intern, and he has been accepted to 

graduate school at the University of Michigan and will be leaving MHC next week to go 

on to a career in conservation architecture.  Ms. Simon said he will be sorely missed.   



 

Finally, Ms. Simon then wished all the commissioners a happy summer and stated that 

the next commission meeting will be September 12th which will be another National 

Register meeting. She noted that MHC’s National Register program is exceeding its 

bounds, mostly because of the Federal Historic Tax Credits Program being so popular in 

our state because of the added attraction of the State Historic Tax Credits.   

 

New Business: 

Chairman Rosenberry asked if there was any New Business.  He recognized 

Commissioner Sullivan.  Commissioner Sullivan questioned the status of the case of 

Caplan vs. the Town of Acton, noting that the Commission had just voted several grants 

to churches.  He wondered what the Secretary of State’s counsel’s opinion is.   Ms. 

Simon said the counsel advised MHC’s staff to use the litmus questions that the SJC sent 

down to the lower court in their review of each MPPF application and to include those 

questions in the grants staff procedures for reviewing each church’s application. MHC’s 

grants staff found that the scopes of work for the churches that were recommended for 

funding do not have anything to do with the practice of religion.  One application that 

was not recommended didn’t pass the litmus test because the church wanted MPPF 

funding to restore their religious-themed stained glass windows.   Ms. Simon indicated 

that the counsel sees this court decision still to be in flux because the lower court has not 

yet decided; it is also possible that the case may be appealed to the Supreme Court. 

 

This completed the Executive Director’s report.   

 

Hearing no further discussion, the chairman called for a MOTION to adjourn.  A 

MOTION was made by Commissioner DeWitt and SECONDED by Commissioner 

Friary.  The meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm. 
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