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Chairman Rosenberry called the meeting to order at 1:15 pm.  On behalf of Secretary Galvin, he 
welcomed the Commissioners. Chairman Rosenberry next addressed the audience, thanking 
them for attending.  For those individuals who may not have attended commission meetings in 
the past, Chairman Rosenberry explained the structure of the meeting and when in the process 
the public could address the commission.   
 
The Chairman turned to the first item on the agenda, the approval of the March 13, 2019 meeting 
minutes.  He called for a MOTION TO ACCEPT the minutes.  A MOTION was made by 
Commissioner DeWitt and SECONDED by Commissioner Friary. Hearing no questions, the 
chair moved the motion. The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Chairman Rosenberry then turned to the next item on the agenda, the discussion and vote on 
FY19 Preservation Awards, first calling for any recusals on Preservation Awards.  Hearing none, 
he turned the meeting over to Brona Simon, Executive Director. 
 
Ms. Simon began by thanking the subcommittee of Commissioners DeWitt, Friary, and 
Kleespies for meeting with MHC staff in the morning to review staff recommendations.   She 
said that MHC had received 34 nominations for the Preservation Awards and that the staff had 
recommended that eleven of them be awarded Preservation Awards.   
 
After she concluded her presentation, the chairman thanked Ms. Simon for her presentation.  He 
then recognized the subcommittee members.  He then turned the meeting over to Commissioner 
DeWitt to report on the subcommittee’s findings.  Commissioner DeWitt said that the 
subcommittee concurred with the staff recommendations for awards.  He made observations on 
the nominations, saying that the work on these projects was particularly notable.  With respect to 
the nominated projects that did not get recommended for awards, some projects involved only a 
small part of a building, while some projects were incomplete.  Chairman Rosenberry thanked 
the commissioners for volunteering.   
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for questions from the Commissioners regarding the recommended 
Preservation Awards.  Hearing none, he began the voting process on the awards.  He called for A 
MOTION to give the State House Senate Chamber in Boston a Preservation Award in the 
category of Rehabilitation & Restoration.   A MOTION was made by Commissioner Sullivan 
and SECONDED by Commissioner Crowley.  The chairman called for questions or comments 
from the commission. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give The Union at 48 Boylston (Young Men’s 
Christian Union) in Boston a Preservation Award in the category of Adaptive Reuse.  A 
MOTION was made by Commissioner DeWitt and SECONDED by Commissioner Kleespies.  



The chairman called for questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none, he moved 
the motion. The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give the Fowler-Clark-Epstein Farm in Boston a 
Preservation Award in the categories of Adaptive Reuse and Rehabilitation & Restoration.  A 
MOTION was made by Commissioner Field and SECONDED by Commissioner Pride.  The 
chairman called for questions or comments from the commission.  Hearing none, he moved the 
motion. The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give the Longfellow Bridge in 
Boston/Cambridge a Preservation Award in the category of Rehabilitation & Restoration.  A 
MOTION was made by Commissioner DeWitt and SECONDED by Commissioner Friary.  The 
chairman called for questions or comments from the commission.  Hearing none, he moved the 
motion. The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give the Fitch-Hoose House in Dalton a Preservation 
Award in the category of Rehabilitation & Restoration.  A MOTION was made by Commissioner 
Wilson and SECONDED by Commissioner Pride.  The chairman called for questions or comments from 
the commission.  Hearing none he moved the motion. The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give the South Harwich Meetinghouse in 
Harwich a Preservation Award in the categories of Adaptive Reuse and Rehabilitation & 
Restoration.  A MOTION was made by Commissioner McDowell and SECONDED by 
Commissioner Kleespies.  The chairman called for questions or comments from the commission.  
Hearing none he moved the motion. The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give the Plymouth Post Office Square of 
Plymouth a Preservation Award in the categories of Adaptive Reuse and Rehabilitation & 
Restoration. A MOTION was made by Commissioner Pride and SECONDED by Commissioner 
Wilson.  The chairman called for questions or comments from the commission.  Hearing none he 
moved the motion. The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give the Maple Commons Apartments in 
Springfield a Preservation Award in the category of Rehabilitation & Restoration.  A MOTION 
was made by Commissioner Wilson and SECONDED by Commissioner Field.  The chairman 
called for questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none he moved the motion. The 
motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give the Topsfield Town Hall in Topsfield a 
Preservation Award in the category of Rehabilitation & Restoration.  A MOTION was made by 
Commissioner DeWitt and SECONDED by Commissioner Field.  The chairman called for 
questions or comments from the commission. Hearing none he moved the motion. The motion 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give the Rosemary Brook Siphon Gatehouse 
Buildings, Sudbury Aqueduct in Wellesley a Preservation Award in the category of 



Rehabilitation & Restoration.  A MOTION was made by Commissioner DeWitt and 
SECONDED by Commissioner Friary.  The chairman called for questions or comments from the 
commission. Hearing none he moved the motion. The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for A MOTION to give James Alexander a Preservation Award in 
the category of Individual Lifetime Achievement.   A MOTION was made by Commissioner 
Crissman and SECONDED by Commissioner Kleespies.  The chairman called for questions or 
comments from the commission.  Hearing none he moved the motion. The motion CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
This concluded the voting.  Chairman Rosenberry then turned to the next item on the agenda, the 
Executive Director’s Report.  He then turned the floor over to Brona Simon, Executive Director. 
 
Ms. Simon began by reminding commissioners that there will not be a commission meeting in 
May 2019.  She announced that the Preservation Award Ceremony will be held here at the 
archives building in June 2019 and will update the commission on the date when it becomes 
available.      
 
Ms. Simon next reported that at the June 12, 2019 MHC meeting, National Register nomination 
votes will be required, as well as votes on the Round 25 MPPF grant applications; therefore, a 
quorum of the commissioners will be necessary.  She asked, through Chairman Rosenberry, for 
volunteers to serve on the MPPF subcommittee, which will meet in the morning on June 12, 
before the full commission meeting, to review the MPPF grant applications, staff 
recommendations, and to report the subcommittee’s recommendations to the full Commission for 
votes that day.  Commissioners DeWitt and Kleespies volunteered.  Ms. Simon said she will 
contact Commissioner McDowell who has served on the subcommittee in the past to see if he 
will volunteer for June 12th meeting.  The Chairman thanked the commissioners for volunteering.   
 
Ms. Simon next discussed the proposed draft revisions to the National Register nomination 
regulations, specifically, the proposed changes to nominations on federally owned land and the 
changes for how to count property owners.  The major issue affecting MHC’s nominations is 
how to count property owners.  The proposed draft would require that owners of larger tracts of 
land be given more weight, for instance an owner of 100 acres would be counted proportionately 
more times than an owner of 10 acres, which is contrary to the current system of one owner/one 
vote.  Another issue is the proposal that if any federal property within a proposed district objects, 
then the district will not be listed.  The National Park Service will accept comments on the 
proposed regulations until April 30th.  Ms. Simon will email a link to the Park Service website 
for submitting electronic comments.   Commissioner DeWitt said it was important not to send 
boilerplate comments, since those are considered to be more like a signature on a petition rather 
than an individual’s comments.  
 
Commissioner Field asked the name of the person who will make the decision regarding final 
regulations.  Ms. Simon stated that would probably be David Bernhardt, Secretary of Interior.  
Commissioner Field asked if Congress will weigh in on this.  Ms. Simon said she did not know, 
but that it is the federal agency that makes the decision regarding final regulations.   
 



This completed the Executive Director’s report.   
 
Chair Rosenberry then turned to the next item on the agenda, the Local Historic District 
Preliminary Study Reports, first calling for any recusals.  Hearing none, he turned the meeting 
over to Director of Local Government Programs, Chris Skelly. 
 
Mr. Skelly presented the study reports and distributed a copy of the presentation slides.  A copy 
of the slides is on file with these minutes.  He began with the Local Historic District Preliminary 
Study Report for the Aaron and Lucy Claflin House Historic District in the Town of Hopkinton.  
This is a proposed single-building local historic district located at 76 Main Street.  However, 
there are 2 buildings located on the property.  The Aaron and Lucy Claflin House is located 
between the center of Hopkinton and Interstate 495.  The existing Hopkinton Center Historic 
District is located on Main Street; to the east of the Claflin House is also the starting line of the 
Boston Marathon.    
 
According to the Study Report, the Aaron and Lucy Claflin House is a late 18th or early 19th 
century house that was updated later in the 19th century with Greek Revival and then Italianate 
details.  It is one of the few remaining early buildings in Hopkinton Center and retains a high 
degree of integrity.  Aaron Claflin was born in Hopkinton in 1753.   The home remained in the 
Claflin family until well into the 20th century, with farming as the occupation of the descendants 
throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries.  In 1920, the farm was still comprised of a large 
parcel of farmland when it was conveyed to a new owner.   
 
The building includes an ell and wing.  The atlas from 1908 and the Sanborn Fire Insurance map 
from 1939 show the attached ell and wing.  In 1965, the property was subdivided, with some of 
the land sold to the town of Hopkinton as a senior center.  To the rear of the property, a 
commercial building was built in 1970.   
 
The current property owner of the Aaron and Lucy Claflin House purchased the property in May 
of 2018.  An application to demolish the building was submitted in December of 2018.  Under 
the demolition delay bylaw, the Hopkinton Historical Commission voted that the house be 
preferably preserved. The six-month demolition delay on the house expires July 4, 2019.  The 
proposal for the site is mixed-use, retail and residential.   
 
While previous planning work has recommended local historic district designation for nearby 
properties, because of the immediate threat to the Claflin House, the Hopkinton Historic District 
Commission is only pursing a single-property local historic district at this time. Due to its 
distance from the Hopkinton Center Historic District, the Claflin House is not being added to that 
district, but is instead proposed as a single-property local historic district.  There are additional 
historic properties nearby including 78 Main Street and 80 Main Street.  At 82 Main Street is the 
Frail - Pierce - Burnham House, c 1830.  And at 84 Main Street is the Henry Wilbur House, c 
1850. 
 



Mr. Skelly said that MHC staff recommends acknowledging receipt of the Aaron and Lucy 
Claflin House Historic District Preliminary Study Report and providing the following advisory 
recommendations and comments:  
 
The Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages the town of Hopkinton to establish the 
Aaron and Lucy Claflin House Historic District.  
 
The Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages the protection of additional significant 
historic resources through a larger district or additional local historic districts.   
 
Mr. Skelly then presented the North Main Street Historic District in the Town of South Hadley.  
The proposed local historic district follows North Main Street, up the hill from the Connecticut 
River.  It includes 63 properties encompassing a variety of civic, commercial and residential 
properties such as the Richmond Apartment Block, constructed in 1910, the South Hadley 
Firehouse District #1 and Firehouse Museum and the Masonic Lodge constructed in 1914.  
Residential properties include the William Enos House at 42 North Main Street.  Outside of the 
proposed district, there are many fine 19th century historic resources within South Hadley Falls, 
including very impressive mill worker’s housing.  
 
Mr. Skelly explained that the proposed bylaw included this exclusion: “Vinyl siding, if applied 
with attention to the architectural character of the building.”  This was noted as a concern due to 
its impact on the integrity of historic resources. It is unclear how such language would be 
administered as an exclusion when the wording itself suggests a review is needed. 
 
Mr. Skelly said that MHC staff recommends acknowledging receipt of the South Hadley Local 
Historic District Preliminary Study Report and providing the following advisory 
recommendations and comments:   
 
The Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages the town of South Hadley to establish the 
North Main Street Historic District.   
 
The Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages the protection of additional significant 
historic resources through a larger district or additional local historic districts.    
 
The Massachusetts Historical Commissions encourages removing the following language from 
the list of exclusions in the bylaw:  Vinyl siding, if applied with attention to the architectural 
character of the building.   
 
Mr. Skelly then presented the Thurston Munson House Local Historic District in Springfield. 
This is a proposed single-building local historic district located at 60 Byers Street.  In 1953, 
Thurston Munson designed this International Style House, replacing a 19th century home on the 
site.  Thurston Munson was a local artist and architect, designing several churches, nightclubs, as 
well as portraits and murals.  When constructed, the home generated substantial discussion with 
its unique style. It remains a rare example of residential international style architecture in the city 
of Springfield.  The interest in establishing this local historic district came from the owner.  The 
owner is interested in rehabilitating the structure using funds from the Springfield Historic 



Preservation Trust Fund established by the Massachusetts Gaming Commission and MGM 
Springfield.  In order to receive the funds, the owner must agree to protect the building through a 
preservation restriction or local historic district.  The owner chose to protect the building with a 
local historic district.  Nearby the Thurston Munson House on Byers Street are significant 
historic resources included within the Quadrangle - Mattoon Street Historic District such as the 
Marcus Franklin Robinson Double House from 1890 and the William Birnie Block from 1871.   
 
Mr. Skelly said that MHC staff recommends acknowledging receipt of the Thurston Munson 
House Local Historic District Preliminary Study Report and providing the following advisory 
recommendations and comments:   
 
The Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages the city of Springfield to establish the 
Thurston Munson House Local Historic District.   
 
The Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages the protection of additional significant 
historic resources through a larger district or additional local historic districts.   
 
Mr. Skelly then presented the Trinity Block Local Historic District in Springfield. This is a 
proposed single-building local historic district located at 266-286 Bridge Street.  The Trinity 
Bock Local Historic District is proposed as a single building local historic district, although there 
are 4 parcels making up this building.  The Trinity Block was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1983.  It is noteworthy for its use of brick, cast stone and glazed terra cotta.   
 
Most of the building is currently covered in scaffolding, undergoing rehabilitation.  Like the 
Thurston Munson House, the move to create the Trinity Block Local Historic District came from 
the property owner showing an interest in rehabilitating and preserving the structure using funds 
made available by the Springfield Historic Preservation Trust Fund, established by the 
Massachusetts Gaming Commission and MGM Springfield.  As a requirement of protecting the 
property, the owner chose to create a new local historic district. 
 
Across the street is the Stearns Building from 1912; listed on the National Register in 1983. 
There are additional properties in the area that suggest the potential for a larger local historic 
district around the Trinity Block. 
 
Mr. Skelly said that MHC staff recommends acknowledging receipt of the Trinity Block Local 
Historic District Preliminary Study Report and providing the following advisory 
recommendations and comments:  
 
The Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages the city of Springfield to establish the 
Trinity Block Local Historic District.  
  
The Massachusetts Historical Commission encourages the protection of additional significant 
historic resources through a larger district or additional local historic districts.  
 
The chair called for a MOTION to acknowledge receipt of the Preliminary Study Report for the 
Aaron and Lucy Claflin House Historic District in the Town of Hopkinton, and to provide the 



advisory recommendations and comments.  A MOTION was made by Commissioner Sullivan 
and SECONDED by Commissioner Crissman. The chairman called for any questions or 
comments from the commission.  The chairman recognized Commissioner DeWitt.  
Commissioner DeWitt stated that he would like to recommend that Hopkinton consider revising 
their demolition delay bylaw from 6 months to 12 months.   
 
Chairman Rosenberry called for a MOTION for the amendment by Commissioner DeWitt.  
Commissioner DeWitt made a motion to amendment that Hopkinton consider extending the 
demolition delay bylaw from 6 months to a 12 month delay.  The motion was SECONDED by 
Commissioner Friary.  The chairman called for any other questions or comments from the 
commission. He recognized Commissioner Pride who asked if this is a recommendation to 
change a town bylaw.  Commissioner Dewitt said yes.  The chairman called for any other 
questions or comments from the commission.  Hearing none, he moved the motion to amend the 
original motion.  The amended motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
The chairman then called for a NEW MOTION to acknowledge receipt of the Preliminary Study 
Report for the Aaron and Lucy Claflin House Historic District in the Town of Hopkinton. A 
MOTION was made by Commissioner Kleespies and SECONDED by Commissioner Dewitt.  
The chairman called for any questions or comments from the commission. He recognized 
Commissioner Pride.  Commissioner Pride asked Mr. Skelly if he had spoken to the owners of 
the property.  Mr. Skelly said yes. He has spoken to the owners and they are here today.  
Commissioner Pride said she would like to know what they were told by the town and what they 
learned through this process.  The chairman called for any questions or comments from the 
public. He recognized Kathi Sherry and Paul Mastroianni of REC, owners and developers of the 
property.  Kathi Sherry said this building had no town historical designation prior to their 
purchase.  She stated they were going by the zoning bylaws for what was allowed.   She stated 
that, other than the building originating in the late 18th or early 19th century, the building is not 
associated in any way with persons that contributed to cultural events in Hopkinton or the state. 
She stated that there is no architectural significance to the building.  She stated that the cost to 
rehabilitate would far exceed its value.  The chairman called for any other questions or 
comments from the public.  Hearing none, he moved the motion as amended.  The motion 
CARRIED with one nay.   
 
The chair then called for a MOTION to acknowledge receipt of the Preliminary Study Report for 
the North Main Street Historic District in the Town of South Hadley, and to provide the advisory 
recommendations and comments.  A MOTION was made by Commissioner DeWitt and 
SECONDED by Commissioner Kleespies. The chairman called for any questions or comments 
from the commission. He recognized Commissioner DeWitt.  Commissioner DeWitt stated that 
his understanding of MGL Chapter 40C is that you can’t add additional exclusions for items such 
as vinyl siding, that this should be included in the design guidelines.  Mr. Skelly said the AG 
municipal law unit’s interpretation has been that a larger list of exclusions is acceptable. The 
chairman called for any other questions or comments from the commission.  Hearing none, he 
called for comments from the public. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
   



The chair then called for a MOTION to acknowledge receipt of the Preliminary Study Report for 
the Thurston Munson House Local Historic District in the City of Springfield, and to provide the 
advisory recommendations and comments.  A MOTION was made by Commissioner Wilson and 
SECONDED by Commissioner DeWitt.  The chairman called for any questions or comments 
from the commission.  He recognized Commissioner Pride.  Commissioner Pride asked when the 
building was built and what the architectural style is.  Mr. Skelly responded that it was built in 
1953 in the International Style.  The chairman then called for comments from the public. Hearing 
none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
The chair then called for a MOTION to acknowledge receipt of the Preliminary Study Report for 
the Trinity Block Local Historic District in the City of Springfield, and to provide the advisory 
recommendations and comments.  A MOTION was made by Commissioner Sullivan and 
SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson. The chairman called for any questions or comments 
from the commission. He recognized Commissioner Pride. Commissioner Pride asked Mr. Skelly 
if any objections had been received.  Mr. Skelly said no.  The chairman then called for any 
comments from the public. Hearing none, he moved the motion.  The motion CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
The chair then recognized Brona Simon, Executive Director.  Ms. Simon said the Springfield 
Preservation Trust Fund was originally the idea of Elizabeth Sherva and Brona Simon.  Ms. 
Simon said during MHC’s consultation meetings with the MGM Casino and the Mass Gaming 
Commission, the MGM proposal was to demolish eight historic buildings and to move a historic 
church.  Once MGM determined they could not preserve any of the buildings or adaptively reuse 
any of the buildings, mitigation that would offset such a large lost in the South End of 
Springfield was discussed.  In the consultation meetings, MHC suggested the establishment of an 
off-site mitigation fund that would be used to rehabilitate historic buildings within a certain 
radius of the MGM Casino site.  The Gaming Commission agreed that they would donate some 
of their proceeds from MGM profits to the fund, and MGM also agreed to donate funding as 
well.  The fund would be administered locally by a new board of historic preservation 
individuals.  The chair recognized Commissioner DeWitt who asked if this was an ongoing fund.  
Ms. Simon said yes. The chairman called for any other questions or comments from the 
commission. The chair recognized Commissioner Wilson who asked if there were a percentage 
setup for the fund.  Ms. Simon said $750,000 from each of them started the fund and that the 
Gaming Commission, which has its own community mitigation program under their regulations, 
agreed to look at offering more funding as gambling profits are shared with the state in the 
future.  The chairman called for any other questions or comments from the commission.  Hearing 
none, he moved to New Business.    
 
Hearing no further discussion, Chair Rosenberry called for a MOTION to adjourn.  A MOTION 
was made by Commissioner DeWitt and SECONDED by Commissioner Friary.  The meeting 
adjourned at 2:22 pm. 
 
    
Commissioners Present 
John Rosenberry 
Charles Sullivan 



Dennis DeWitt 
Donald Friary 
Jim Crissman 
Cy Field 
Anne Pride 
Mark Wilson 
Susanna Selby Crowley  
Gavin Kleespies  
 
Staff Present 
Brona Simon 
Betsy Friedberg 
Nancy Maida 
Michael Steinitz 
Chris Skelly 
Paul Holtz 
Elizabeth Sherva  
Nadia Waski 
Shari Perry-Wallace 
Ben Haley 
Robin Osten 
Linda Santoro 
 
 
 
A TRUE COPY ATTEST 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shirley Brown 
 


