
The Indian Crossing Site is of 
vital importance in New 

England Prehistory.  Not only is it 
concerned with a little-known 
period in prehistory.  Of far more 
importance is that this little-known 
period covers a crossroads of 
paramount interest ...:  it was the 
period when the very lifestyle, the 
means of subsistence, changed from 
hunting, gathering, and fishing to 
one that included horticulture.  The 
change was basic and vital to the 
course of New England prehistory, 
and to much of the early history of 
colonial America.  As such, it 
demands all the efforts that can be 
mustered to understand it. 

Projectile (arrow) points from the Indian Crossing site.  The triangular 
points are a Late Woodland type called "Levanna ".    The notched point 
(lower left) is a Middle Woodland Jack's Reef  type. 

Stone Pavement Feature "BR" at the Indian Crossing Site, a possible 
sweat lodge or food roasting feature.

Sheltering from the rain - good spirits despite bad weather.

The 1870 Beers Atlas showing Chicopee and Walnut Island.

Whelk columella delieberately buried at Indian Crossing.

Paint pot found at Indian Crossing.

Notched hoe found at Indian Crossing.

Native pottery decoration styles found at Indian Crossing.

Cordage impressions from pottery found at Indian 
Crossing.
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T    he Indian Crossing Site is of
vital importance to New England
Prehistory.  Not only is it concerned
with a little-known period in
prehistory.  Of far more importance
is that this little-known period
covers a crossroads of paramount
interest...it was the period where the
very lifestyle, the means of
subsistence, changed from hunting,
gathering, and fishing to one that
included horticulture.  The change
was basic and vital to the course of
New England prehistory, and to
much of the early history of colonial
America.  As such, it demands all
the efforts that can be mustered to
understand it.
-Thomas Ulrich’s concluding remarks in
his report summarizing the preliminary
analysis of the Indian Crossing site,
April 1, 1977.




